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REPORT OF HIGH SCHOOL COMMITTEE

on Admission to the West Virginia University

At the last meeting of the West Virginia Education Asso-
ciation a report on college entrance and graduation requirements
was submitted by the High School Committee and approved by
the Association. Upon recommendation of the Association that
the work of the Committee be continued and later following a
conference of the Committee members we believe that the
results of some investigations and further studies warrant a
report of progress.

As stated in the report of 1915 the High School Committee
endorse the following changes in the entrance and graduation
requirements of the West Virginia University and believe that
they mark some progress :

1. Ewntrance requirements—

(a) BEnglish: Students are admitted to English 1. on com-
pletion of a four year high school course in English or its
equivalent and receive credit for three or four units as the in-
struetor and the work done and certified justify. Four units
will be allowed in English done in schools in which the work
of high school grade extends through four full years and the in-
structor has been especially prepared in English and has no
work outside of that subject. Mr. Friend's recommendation
will be the guide.

{(b) Foreign Language

Two units of one language.

(e) The fuller and broader recognition for credit of high
school subjects, especially the vocational subjects.

But the High School Committee is still of the opinion that
the revised enfrance requirements will continue to have a
harmful influence upon the best development of our many high
schools in that too many traditional, specific subjects are requir-
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ed. We still believe that English should be the only required sub-
ject and the other requirements indicated by so many units as
a major and so many units as a minor.

2. Degree requirements:

We endorse the following:

(a) One undergraduate degree, Bachelor of Arts, shall be
conferred in the college of Arts and Sciences.

(b) The broader grouping of subjects.

(e) The reduction of Foreign Language to 24 hours and
that in any one language.

But the High School Committee is still of the opinion that
the requirement in specific subjects is yet too heavy, especially
in non-English languages and non-arithmetical mathemateis.

We feel that the plans are not yet sufficiently flexible to
meet the demands and needs of the people of our state and we
believe a more liberal policy should be adopted for the best in-
" terests of the University and High Schools.

The proposition—‘‘Graduation from a first class high
school, West Virginia classification, should admit to the Univer-
sity without conditions™—is the basis upon which this report is
made. As further evidence that the University would be justi-
fied in adopting a plan of entrance based upon this proposition
we wish to submit data on the following sub-topics in the order
named : i

[. The tendency towards liberalism covers some recent
vears of changes in admission requirements.

II. The judgment of educators, who look upon schooling
not as a traditional, fixed thing so far as subjects go, but as a
vital agency for helping the people to meet in the most effective
manner the principal problems of life, favor such a plan.

III. The present status of admission requirements reveals
a tendency towards more liberalism and reveals some colleges
which have had the courage to adopt the plan of entrance taken
as the basis of this report.

IV. The replies of alumni to the guestionnaire pretaining
to the value of subjeets which they pursued in college indicates
that non-English language subjects and non-arithemetical math-
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ematics have been over valued and emphasized and that needed
‘vhanges should be made in énfrance and graduation require-
ments of colleges. :

V. The advantages to be derived by the High School
pupils from a program made to suit their needs without any
reference to college admission.

VI. The advantages to the University in increased num-
bers who could and would go to the University.

|

Inquiries were made of a number of representative
colleges for echanges which have been made in their entrance
requirements since 1905. The following replies will indicate
the tendency towards liberalism :

Mary Eastman, registrar of Smith College says:

“‘Since 1905 Smith College has made some changes in its
entrance requirements and these have been in the line of greater
Hexibility and not greater rigidity. Nevertheless we do not
offer to admit graduates of high schools irrespective of the
courses which they have taken. We offer a larger number of
options in History, permitfing now four in place of two. We
have opened Spanish, [talian, Biology and the Theory of Music
as possible entrance subjects. We allow a great &eal of liberty
in making up the last points for entrance; that is, we require
1014 units, but permit the student to chooge from a rather large
list of subjects the last units. Even in the required 1014 units
some choices are permitted, as in the case of History which [
have already mentioned, and in the case of the ancient language,
as a student may offer either Latin or Greek.”’

David F. Hoy, registrar of Cornell University says:

““By comparing the 1906 with the 1916 entrance to Arts
vou will find that the total is substantially the same but that
there are more electives in 1916 than in 1906. For example.
in 1916 for entrance to Arts 5 units in Foreign Language are re-
quired ; in 1906, if Latin and Greek were offered, 7 units; if
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Latin and German, ete., were offered, 7 units. There have been
added to the list of subjects Biology, Agriculture, Bookkeeping,
Manual Training.’’

I. Smith, University of Illinois, says:

““‘In 1906 we required 14 units for admission, whereas, we
now require 15. We presceribed 914 units then, and now we
preseribe six, These six are composed of English, 3 units:
Algebra, 1; Plane Geometry, 1; Science, 1; are required by all
the colleges. Kach college has also certain additional special
requirements. For five years, 1908 to 1913 only 514 units were
prescribed.’’

A. B. Frost, registrar of the University of Pittsburgh, says:

“‘Beginning at the early date mentioned I find that'a dis-
tinet purpose is manifested to accomodate the requirements for
admission to the work then done in the High School, from
which a very considerable majority of the students are drawn.
Some differences in specified subjects will be discovered to meet
the requirements of definite curricula, But this does not at all
alter the general character of the conditions met. = Following up
the catalogs of the present time there is not discoverable any
change in attitude, but on the other hand a growing feeling of
the necessity for the establishment of the most cordial relations
hetween the secondary schools and the University that are
possible. In other words, T do not think that it could be fairly
stated that the University has attempted to forece anything upon
fhe secondary schools, but has been willing to accept any good
preparation which, in quantity and quality fits the applicant
for the school in which he wishes to matriculate. There is in
the University of Pittsburgh a special department for the
creation of the right sentiment toward the secondary schools
from which our students are obtained. The result of the work
of this department and its effective agencies has been to create
just the feeling which it was intended to promote in the develop-
ment of the educational system, along lines in which there
should be no decided break, either in the work done or in the
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sympathy manifested between the secondary schools and the .
volleges.”’ '

Registrar, George O. Foster of the University of Kansas.
Says:

““The Kansas Legislature in its last session passed a law
wlhich places in the hands of the State Board of Education the
matter of acerediting high schols. Under this law the state
aducational institutions can admit to their Freshman eclasses
oraduates of accredited high schools. In the actual working
out of the law in this our first year of experience we have found
little change in the credentials offered by the high school grad-
nates from the old regulations of 15 units from four year high
schools. We are against the problem, however, which must be
solved by the State Board of Edueation, whether or not we must
receive graduates of so called commereial courses that are offer-
ed by a large number of the four year accredited high schools.
The indication is that the State Board of Education will rule
that, applying for admission to the state institutions must offer
oracduation from a college preparatory course.””

Dean James N. Hart of the University of Maine, says:

““The changes in our admission requirements during the
pust ten years have been more in the manner of administration
than in  quantity or subjects. Referring to our catalog of
1904-5 1 find the requirments for admission as follows:

Required Subjects

12 5oV el G e iy O e B el - 8 ) 2 units
S e e s s B e e 4 units
Adoehra = 0 s SR L SGE 2 units
Plane Geometry.............. 1 unit
Rana i TEHSEory:auiaselfon Sis e 14 unit
Optional Subjects............ 315 to be chosen from

(Greek., French. German, Chemistry, Physies, Solid Geometry.
Greek History. English History. American History and Civil
(iovernment. !

The above requirements are those for admission to a B. A,
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course. To a B. 8. course we then required solid geometry and
two years of one modern language, English, a year of history,
a year of science, algebra and plane geometry. Tue list of op
tional subjects inecluded in .additior\to those mentioned above
physiography and physiology.

In this year’s catalog the requirements for admission for a
B. A. course are stated as follows:

Required Subjects

Foreign Languages............ 4 units

REnglish-2o sisearatiiams s i 3 units

HIStorye st i s s s 1 unit

Mathematies i = 0 s 2145 units

Optional subjeets.......... 4 units to be chosen fron:
Greek, Latin, French, German,.......... advanced mathematics

chemistry, physics, physiography, biology, botany, zoology,
physiology, aneient history, Greek history, American history.
medieval history. Industrial and commercial subjects not to
exceed two units.

You will note that in 1905 English was evaluated at two
units. This was the result of an agreement between colleges
and fitting schools in Maine and had held for some years. There
seemed to be an opinion at that time that English was not as
well taught in Maine schools as other subjects. Af the present
time the Maine colleges allow but three units for English, al-
though many of the schools give it five times a week for four
years. A few schools that give really advanced work in English
are allowed more than three units eredit.

In 1905 the University of Maine was a member of the New
England College Entrance Certificate Board and accepted for
admission only such subjects as were certified by the principal
of an aproved school. Three years ago the University with-
drew from the Certificate Board and since then we have accept-
ed for admission any subject ecredited to the pupil toward
graduation from the Maine high schools, provided the subject
is included in our entrance requirements stated or elective.

For admission to a B. 8. course we allow the candidate to
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offer as many as four units of industrial and commerical sub-
jeets.  Our practice is liberal with regard to allowing sub-
stitutions for the listed electives. This statement appears in
our catalog :

‘Candidates for admission to any curriculum, who are well
prepared. in all the vrequired subjeets, but whose high school
course has included studies other than the electives mentioned
above, will be allowed to substitute such as will furnish a real
aquivalent. Each case of proposed substitution will be consider-
ed upon its merits’.”’

Registrar, Brrett R. Newby, says:

““In 1905 the University of Oklahoma required 15 admission
units as follows: ]

College of Arts and Seiences: English 3 units, HForeign
Lianguage 2 units, History and Civies 1 unit, Algebra 1 unit,
Plane Geometry 1 unit, Physies 1 unit, Electives 6 units. This
is exactly the same as iz required now.

Fifteen units were also required for admission to Medicine,
Applied Seciences, Mines and Fine Arts. There has been little
change in these requirements.

I might add that we have become more liberal n accepting
oceupational subjects for admission credit. This year we added
Musie, 1 or ¥4 unit; Phychology, 16 unit; Methods, 14 unit;
Reviews, 15 or one unit. To our list of subjects acceptable for
admission we increased the amount of credit that we would take
in Domestic Seience from 1 to 3 units; in Manual Training from
1 to 2 units; and in Mechanical Drawing from 14 to 1 unit.

Admission is by certificate from affiliated secondary
schools.”’

Registrar, E. B. Pierce of the University of Minnesota,
JRAyS: _

‘‘ Entrance requirements for 1905 required subjects in Eng
lish, 4 units; Algebra, 1 unit. and Plane Geometry, 1 unit. In
addition the applicant was required to present evidence of
preparation in nine units or their equivalent to be chosen from
the following list :
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Mathematics (one year) History, Ancient to
Algebra, higher, one-half year Charlemange, one. year
Geometry, solid, one-half year Modern, from Charlemagne,
one year
English, 14 year
Latin (four years) Senior American, 14 year
Grammar, one year Until the opening of the Uni-

Caesar, four books, one year  versity year 1907-8 year
Clicero, six orations, one year credits will be aceepted in
Vergil, six books, one year ancient, medieval and mod-
ern history.
Civies, 14 year
Greek (two years) Political Economy, 15 year
Grammar, one year Physics, one year
Anabasis, four books, one year Chemistry, 1 year, 14 year
credit will be accepted until
opening of year 1907-8
Botany, 14 or one year
Zoology, 1% or one year
Astronomy, 145 year
Geology, 14 year

(GGerman (two years)
(Grammar, one year
Literature, one year

French (two years) Physiography, 14 year
Grammar, one year Commercial Geography,
Literature, one year 15 or one year

If any language is offered, at least two units of that
language shall be presented, save in the case of Latin grammar
which will be accepted as one unit of English.

The changes in requirements with 1905 are in the specific re-
quirements of the individual colleges; for instance four units
of English may be offered, or three units if recomposed by four
units of one foreign language or two units in each of two foreign
language for entrance to college of Science, Literature and Arts.
College of Engineering and Mechanies Arts, add one unit of
mathematics and one of chemistry. Other colleges have special
requirements. Enough electives to make fifteen units are ve-
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quired by all the colleges. ~Admission is given by certificate
from Minnesota High Schools to other aceredited schools.”’

Dean Horaee A. Hoffman, of Indiana University, says:

““‘Prior to 1913 we required three units of Mathematics and
three units of Foreign Language. The three units in Mathemat-
ies consisted of one and one-half units in Algebra, one unit in
Plane (Geometry, and one-half unit in Solid Geometry.

A certificate of graduation from any one of these commis-
sioned high schools entitles the student to matriculate in the
IIniversity and to receive entrance credit in the subjects covered.

A. Prescribed subjeets, 11 units, distributed as follows:

1. English, 3 units.

2, Mathematics, 2 units (Algebra, 1 unit; Plane Geo-
; metry, 1 unit.)

3. Foreign Language, 2 units in one language.

4. History, 1 unit.

5. Secience, 1 unit.

=

Two additional units selected from the above subjects.
B. Elective subjects, 5 units.

Advanced Standing For High School Work

College credit may be given for bona fide graduate work in
2 commissioned high school, i. e. for advanced work done after
eraduation from the four-year course; but not for undergrad-
nate work, even if extra credits have been made. No college
credit for high school work will be entered on a student’s record
until he has done at least one semester of work in the College of
Liberal Arts, with such grades as to justify the advanced stand-
ing. The maximum amount of credit for a year of high school
work 1s twenty hours.”

Pres. Wm. W, Guth of Goucher College, says:

“We feel that graduation from a standard four year high
school should admit to eollege without condition, and we mtend
to give the High Schools every opportunity to recommend
stndents without examination for unconditional entrance.’’
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C. H. Pettee, dean of New Hampshire College, says:

““‘Previous to the changes last year they have required cer-
tifled work for entrance. Now they admit any graduate from
any high school or preparatory school approved by the state
Department of Public Instruetion, provided the division en-
trance requirements are fulfilled.

Present admission requirements are noted under part of

) 13

report headed as ‘The present status of admission’.
Charles H. Jones, registrar of Princeton University, says:

‘“Allow me to call your attention particularly to our alter-
native method of admission, by which only four examinations
are required. This plan originated with Harvard and was
adopted by Princeton one year later with certain modifications,
and adopted last year by Yale. It marks, in my opinion, a
areat step in advance in the matter of entrance requirements.

The four examinations for entrance to the A. B. department
are limited to the four subjects: HEnglish, Mathematics, Latin
and Greek. Previously examinations were required in every-
thing offered.’’

Secretary J. G. Hart, of Harvard University, says:

‘“Admission requirements have been in a state of constant
change since 1906. The chief change was the establishment in
1911 of the co-called ‘New Plan’ of admission. This was &
sharp and definite break with tradition. It substituted for the
common method of preseription and requirements a method of
determining fitness for admission to college by means of
evidence drawn ‘from two prinecipal sources—the applicant’s
school record and examinations set by the College. Since 1911,
any boy who has had a good four-year high school course may
present his record to the College and ask that he be allowed to
present further evidence by means of College examinations. If
“the school record meets certain board and general spcifications,
and creates a reasonable presumption that the boy is a good stu-
dent, he is admitted to four examinations. His subsequent ad-
mission is determined by a comparison of the evidence afforded
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by these two sources. This plan has been in operation for five
vears, and has worked well.”’

The old plan of admission required examinations in studies
that would amount to sixteen and one-half units unless the can-
didate had had both Latin and Greek to offer for entrance in
which case fifteen and one-half were required.

To be admitted to Harvard College under this plan, a
candidate '

1. Must present evidence of an approved school course
satisfactorily completed; and

2. Must show in four examinations as explained below
that his scholarship is of a satisfactory quality :

School Record

A candidate must present to the Committee on Admission
evidence of his secondary school work in the form of an official
detailed statement showing

(a) The subjects studied by him and the ground covered ;

(b) The amount of time devoted to each;

(¢) The guality of his work in each subject.

To be approved, this statement must show

(a) That the ecandidate’s secondary school course has ex-
tended over four years;

(b) That his course has been concerned chiefly with
languages, science, mathematics, and history, no one of which
studies has been omitted :

(¢) That two of the studies of his school progranime have
been pursued beyond their elementary stages.

The Examinations

[t the official detailed statement presented by the candidate
shows that he has satisfactorily completed an approved sec-
ondary school course, he may present himself for examinations
in four subjects as follows—

(a) English.
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(b) Latin, or, for candidates for the degree of S. B.,
f'rench, German or Spanish. ;
(¢) Mathematies, or Physics, or Chemistry..
(d) Any subject (not already selected under (b) or (e}
from the following list:

Greek i saiioai sy Spanishas s bes it Physies
Frenelh' i cois .o aia) EASTODY k- ey et Chemistry
German ................ Mathematics

These four examinations must be taken at one time, either
in June or in September.

In June, 1916, examinations for admission under the New
Plan will be held by the College Entrance Examination Board
ander the title of ‘‘Comprehensive Examinations.”

YALE has changed from the old plan of examining in all
subjeets to the new Harvard plan which Columbia and Prince-
ton have also adopted. Four subjects are required for examina-
ton, viz., Latin, Mathematies, English -and French or German.

VASSAR COLLEGE admits by examination or by cer-
tificate from approved schools. Very little change has been
made in the last ten years in subjects required or in amount.

I1

Present Status of Admission of High School Stu-
dents to the Freshman Class of Colleges and
Universities

The Material

Information was sought from fifty repr esentative colleges
and universities. Forty-five of these replied promptly with lit-
erature showing the present entrance requirements and many
wrote letters indicating possible changes. The material was sep-
arated into two groups. Group I, contained twenty-four state
universities ; Group II, twenty-one other schools of college grade.
Entrance cond.ltlons for students expecting to become candidates
for the B. A. or B. S. degrees only were considered. This
report will present the present admission requirements of only
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those universities which have had the courage to make very
radical changes. At the close of this part of fthe report some
comments will be made upon the reguirements studied as a
whole.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Admission on Certificate

Plan A, The fifteen units presented for admission on cer-
tificate (except by those entering from especially approved
schools, see Plan B) must inelude three units of English Com-
position and Literature, two units of a Foreign Language, one
unit of Algebra and one of Geometry, and one unit of one of
the seiences, Physics, Chemsitry, Botany, or Zoology; and may
include not more than three units from Group II. They must
embrace two subjects of three units each from Group I. It is,
however, strongly recommended that one or more studies be
pursued throughout the four years of the high school course.

Plan B. Graduates of schools on the approved list of the
north  Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools
will be admitted upon the presentation of an unqualified recom-
mendation covering not less than fifteen units, of which at least
twelve must be from Group 1. Admission on this basis of
recommendation may be granted also to the gradnates of other
especially approved schools.

Applicants for admission who intend to enter the Combined
Curriculum in  Letters and Medicine must offer two units of
Latin.  They are also strongly advised to present Trigonome-
try, Physics and Chemistry. Those who enter without these
subjects will ordinarily need to attend one Summer Session in
addition to the regular term prescribed for the course.

Subjects Accepted for Admission
The subjeets from which choice may be made, and;1;1‘hmll.‘un—
ber of units which will be accepted in each subject are as
follows :
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. L

Group 1
English Composition and Literature, 3 or 4 units.

Greek 2 or Shanis sy T S LR Trigonometry, 15 unit.
L el T Tk A e s B P A Chemistry, 1 unit
NGerman, 230 ond units . e s s i Botany, 14 or 1 unit
Bpanish,2: 3, or A aunHE. i . s Zoology, 14 or 1 unit
History, i1 2, for 8 mmitae. .o ca Physiology, 14 unit
Algebra, 1, 114, or 2 units. ........ Physiography, 14 or 1 unit
Geometry; 1= orl VE N s madel- i nles s i, Physies, 1 unit
Geology, 14 unit

: Group 11
_ Agriculture, 1 or 2 units........ Manual Trainmg, 1 or 2 units

Domestie Science, 1 or 2 units. Commereial Branches, 1 or 2 units
Drawing, 15 or 1 unit

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
Requirements of the Individual Colleges

College of Science, Literature and the Arts
. Regular Bachelor of Arts Course

(1) English, four units; or three units of English accom-
panied by four units of one foreign language, or two units in
each of two foreign ‘langunages.

(2) Mathematics: Elementary Algebra, one unit; Plane
(teometry, one unit. .

(3) Enough addition.} work to make in all fifteen units of
which not more than four may be in Group F.
2. Academic-Law Course

Same as above in 1.
4. Arts and Music Course

Same as I above, also certificate from the Department of
Musie showing that the applicant is qualified to pursue the
coursse offered.
5. Graduates of Minnesota State Normal Schools

Graduates of the Advanced Graduate course of a Minnesota
state normal school are admitted with advanced standing equiy-
alent to one year’s eredit, and reeeive the degree of Bachelor of

-



W. VA. EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 15

Arts upon completing in this college ninety eredits provided
they comply with the usual requirements for graduation. Such
students will not he permitted to elect the following eourses for
éredit: Edueation 1, 2, 3, or 105 Rhetoriec 1-2 or Psychology
1-2 or 5.

Individual graduates of the Advanced Latin course (five
years) or the Advanced HEnglish course (five years) of a
Minnesota state normal school who on the basis of maturity and

“ability, present from the president of the normal school certifi-
cates of special fitness, will be admitted with advanced standing
under the same regulations and proviso.

This does not include those students of any of the above
cldses who substitute for the more advanced work of certain
courses specialized work in preparation for elementary teaching.

THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCE
THE NEVADA STATE NORMAL SCHOOL

1.2 Required: HEnglish, 3 units.

Mathematies a and b, 2 units.
2. Elective in Groups: Three in one and two in another; or
two in each of three of the following groups:

1. Foreign Language: (If this group is offered, at least
two units must be in the same language. One year of foreien
language is not accepteds

Liatin 2. Natural Sciences
Greek = Botany

German Chemistry

French Geology

Spanish Physical Geography
3. Social Sciences: Physics

Eeonomics Physiology

History Zoology

4. Mathemactis: (1f Mathematics is offered as a group, the
requirements under [ may be counted toward fulfilling the
group requirements. )

3. Ten of the fifteen required units must be from 1 and 2.
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4. Free Electives: 5 or 4 units, selected from any of the
above subjects, or from Musie, Drawing, or the voeational sub-
jects not more than four units to be from Musie, Drawing and
vocational subjects, and not more than three units from any one
of these subjects.

New Hampshire College Admission Policy

The State Commissioner of Eduecation says:

““The college wishes to stand in much the same relation to
the high schools and academies that they occupy with reference
to the grammar schools.

The college will admit students on their record of gradua-
tion from first class secondary schools, approved as such under
the laws of this state by the Department of Public Instruction.
This aetion will enable the Department, by constant serutiny of
the records of students in college as compared with their records
before entering college, to reach very definite and valid con-
clusions as to weak places in our educational system. The ac-
tion thus means genuine, meaningful, effective, co-operation
teaching from the primary schols to the state’s highest educa-
tional institution and the correlation of all the tax-supported
agencies concerned with the education  of the state’s risine
generation.

It means that the high school can no longer have, as it has
had in some cases in the past, one standard for graduation and
another standard for certification to college. It means that
the high schoel on its part must do sincere and frank work
with all who are within its doors and graduate nobody about
whose education it is at all in doubt. On the other hand, the
college undertakes to make itself a part of the public school
system of the state and not to blink at the principle that
failure of students in college may be due quite as muen to de-
feets of the college as to defects in the schools. 1t frankly
aceepts the prineiple that impartial investigation by an agent
equally interested in the schools and in the college is the only
proper way to arrive at conclusions as to defects and locate the
same.
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1 wish to especially point out that this action of 'the col-
lege puts New Hampshire for the first time in a position of in-
«lubitable autonomy and educational freedom. Every first-class
secondary school in the state has and will have a ceurse of study
leading up to work which the state college will accept. The
youth who follows a practical arts course will not find at the
end of his high scheol career that he is stopped thereby from
entering college.  The school will not be hampered and con-
strained by the necessity of cramming pupils for the artificial
requirements of so many of the New England colleges. It will
not be obliged to get a few pupils ready every year for the
preliminaries of this college or the peculiar exactions of that.
It will not be obliged to arrange its course of study so that one
per eent or two per cent of the school can finish a certain eourse
on a certain day or within a “certain distance of graduation
simply because seme college faculty, not responsible to the
people of this state nor of any state, thinks it proper to make
sueh requirements. And best of all, the high schools will not
be obliged to spend its time, energy, and interests in assidously
cramming a very few individuals so as to reduce so far as pos-
sible the likelihood of their failure during the first half-year of
fieir attendance at some college connected with the New Eng-
land Certificate Board, no matter how deficient the oversight of
the students in the college itself and the * instruction therein
may be. :

I say the high schools will not be obliged to do certain
things. 1 wish to point out as distinetly as I cam to the people
of this state that if the principals and teaching staffs of high
schools are either allowed or required to meef the conditions set
by any such body as the New England College Certificate Board,
which is no longer represented in this state, or the peculiar and
exacting requirements of any ecollege whatsoever, they must
face the charge that they are using the public school system as
an instrument of speeial privilege. This state has opened the
broad pathway up to and through college. It will give to all
its children, who wish to avail themselves of the privilege, the
best that education has to offer, If individual parents and
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pupils are not satisfied with this program and cannot cenforn:
to it without compelling the school in one ‘'way or another to give
them special attention and speecial privileges, then such few
parents should accept the situation and send their children to
preparatory schools which make a business of fitting pupils to
the demands of the colleges. As for this state, it aims to fit the
whole range of education from highest to lowest to the needs of
the pupils.”’

Division Requirements

There are three divisions of New Hampshire College: the
Agricultural, the Arts and Science, and the FEngineering.
These divisions are defined and deseribed in the college catalog.

Candidates for admission to the freshman class of the
various divisions of the college must show evidences, either by
credentials or by examination, that they are prepared in fifteen
units as indieated in the following table :

Required Units Agri. Div. Arts and Science Div. Engineering Div.

Group A—English. . .. .. 3 3 1

Group B—Mathematics. .2 2 3
{Algebra I)

L (Plane Geometry 1)

{ Additional I
Group C—Social Science

and Historg.......... Ik il il

Group D—NaturalScience 1 1 1

T 7 8

Elective Units...... 8 8 7

Total for admission....15 15 15
Lo

Electives units may be offered from Groups' A, B, C, D,
and also form Group E. Foreign languages, ancient or modern.

Group F—Vocational subjects: agriculture, commercial
subjects, domestic arts, mechanic arts.

A candidate for admission to the Arts and Seience Division
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who offers two units in a foreign langnage may substitute for
the two units required in mathematics two wunits in either
social or natural science, or one in each.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA
Method of Admission

In general there are three ways in which a student may
enter the University of North Dakota: ;

1. By the presentation of state high school examination
certificates for the required and elective subjects.

2. By examination at the University in the entrance sub-
jeets.

3. By presentation of statement, signed by the prinecipal
or superintendent, of work pursued and grades received in four-
year high schools of the first and second class. Graduates from
the third class high schools, having four-year courses, approved
by the®State High Sechool Inspeetor, will be admitted on pro-
bhation.

Entrance Requirements

At a meeting of the University Council, in January, 1914,
¢hanges are in line with the suggestion of the recent Report of
the Committee of the National Hdueation Association. The
following is the requirement for entrance to the College of
Liiberal Arts, the School of Law, School of Education, and the
Pre-Medican Course.

For unconditional admission, 15 units.
1. Required :
{Baved i oot e s R O 2Lt sl e e SR S L 3 munits
Mathematics (Algebra or Plane Geometry).......... 1 unit
Electives in groups:

3 units in one and 2 in  another; or 2 units in each of the
three following groups:
1. Foreign Languages. (If the foreign language group is
offered, at least 2 units must be in the same langunage.) Ger-
man, Greek, French, Latin, Scandinavian, Spanish.
2. Sciences

(W}
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Biology, Chemistry, Geology, Physical Geography, Physies.
Physiology-
3. Soecial Seiences
Civics, Economics, History (Ancient, Medieval and Modern.
English, or United States), Sociology.
4, Mathematics. (If Mathematics is offered as group, the
required unit under 1, on preceding page, may be counted
toward fulfilling the group requirements.)

3. Ten of the 15 required units must be from [ and II.

4. The remaining 5 unitd may be selected from any subjects
accepted in accredited schools toward graduation, in accord-
ance with the rules of the State Board of Education.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

General Entrance Requirements

Each candidate for admission to the Freshman class must
offer not fewer than twelve (12) standard units of high school
work. No student will be admitted to any department until he
has met the published requirements for entrance to it.

For full admission to degree courses, fourteen (14) units
will be required. Candidates admitted on the minimum of
twelve (12) units must make up the deficiency of two (2) units
by completing courses which may count for entrance credit.
Courses taken to make up deficiencies shall not be counted in the
requirements for the bachelor degree. Deficiencies must be
satisfied by September of the year following matriculation.

Of the twelve (12) units required for admission, three musi
be in English, three in Mathematics, three in History, and at
least one in Science. The University is in hearty aceord with
a recent recommendation of the National Conference Committee
on Standards of Colleges and schools, ‘‘that at least nine of the
nnits presented for admission be confined to three subjects.’”

The TUniversity is the logical head of the public schoal
system of the state. Tt realizes its obligation to foster and
maintain efficient standards throughout that system. At the
same time it feels its duty to prevent an impossible gap between
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itself and the publie schools. Therefore, the twelve (12) units
required for admission seem as high as the University can ask
without either shutting out a large percentage of high school
—graduates or foreing itself into maintaining a fietitious
standard. -

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH DAKOTA
Admission From High Schools

The University of South Dakota will accept all properly
authenticated credits from any regularly organized high schoo
in the state. The University has a blank of its own for free
distribution which it prefers to have used as an entrance cer-
tificate. ~ This blank may be secured by any superintendent,
teacher or school officer, or by the individual student, upon ap-
plication to the University authorities. Ask for the ‘“‘entrance
certificate’’ blank. There will be required of all: Algebra, 1
unit: Plane Geometry, 1 unit; English Composition and Rhet-
orie, 1 unit; Literature, 2 units.

Ten units must be selected from the following :

English, 1 unit; Latin, 4 units ; German, 4 units; French, 2
units; Greek, 3 units; Mathematics,. 2 units; Science, 6 units:
History, 4 units; Elementary Psychology, 1 unit; Elementary
Economics, 1 unit

I the mannal and industrial arts, domestic science, draw-
ing and commercial subjects a total of not more than 4 units may
be gaven.  Total number of units required, 15.

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

3 units of English
2 units of mathematics (or three units if desired ).
3 units of the following groups (or units, if 3 units of math-
ematies are presented
(a) Latin and Greek (not less than 2 units of Latin or 1
of Greek counted),
(b) Modern foreign langnage (at least 2 units in one lan-
guage ; not less than 1 unit counted in any langnage).
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(¢) History, civics, economics (at least one unit to form
a year of consecutive work in history).

(d) Physies, chemistry, botany, zoology, general bio-
logy, physiology, physical geography or geology. (Not
less than 1 unit eounted as applying on this require-
ment unless it includes a satisfactory amount of labora-
tory work.)

2 units selected from the above groups.

5 units elected from any subject accepted by an approved
high school for its diploma; not more than 4, however, to be in
voeational subjects.

Observations on Admission Requirements

1. Prescribed studies—No gencral statement ean be made
so much does the practice vary. The customary number of
anits requiréd is fifteen. Taking the group as a whole 714 units
are preseribed.

2. The group method-—the method of administering en-
france by prescribed and elective subjects is giving way to the
“group method’’. Eight schools indicate an adoption of this
plan. Nevada and North Dakota are good examples. Note also
the New Hampshire plan.

3. The passing of college domination—one of the ten-
dencies noted is that of the passing of domination of high school
curricula, thus the incorporation by colleges of inﬂexible. en-
france and degree requirement. In many instances this tendency
is noted within the universities. In one it is noted without. In
Ohio, there is a state law that the state university must admit
any graduate of a high school ranked as first class by the state
superintendent’s office. However, the university still holds to
eleven preseribed units for the B. A. and B. S. degree. If a
gtudent is admitted through the operation of the law who can-
not fulfill these he is compelled to fulfill them after college en-
trance, a practice which if earried out defeats the purpose of the
law.

4. Conditional entrance—a well defined tendency is to be
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noted in the fact that almost all the universities are seeking to
avoid receiving students who have not fulfilled the conditions
for secondary school graduation. Many schools do not permit
entrance condition. All that do insist on their removal during
the first year of residence. -

5. Our own University—The University of West Virginia
in its revised list of entrance requirements occupies a middle
ground. A study like this convinees one that had the report of
the high school committee recommending fifteen units, three
or four in English prescribed, and the remaining in well arrang-
ed groups, a higher standard of preparation would have result-
ed. It is the goal toward which progressivé colleges are moving
Such a plan prevents too much scattering and at the same time
permits freedom of election.

CONNECTICUT COLLEGE FOR WOMEN

Requirements for Admission

Women are qualified to enter Conneecticut College (a)—
who have satisfactorily completed a four years’ course of studies
in a high school, manual training high school, practical arts
high school, or other type of secondary school of approved
standing, fitting them to pursue a college education. All stu-
dents are admitted on probation. :

With respect to their secondary studies, candidates may
qualify for admission: (a) by eertification or (b) by examina-
t1on. :

Admission by Certification

Connecticut College accepts the certificate of preparation for
college issued by any secondary school approved by the New
England College Entrance Certificate Board or any State uni-
versity that admits students on certificate.

The candidate for- admission must present the evidence of
the satisfactory completion of 15 units’ work in secondary
school studies, of which 9 units are in required subjects and 6
units elective,
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Required subjects are:
English—at least 3 units. ’
Foreign language or languages (Latin, Greek, French or
German) at least 3 units.
(Candidates who desire to enter upon a currlealum lead-
ing to the A. B. degree must present Latin, at least 3
units.
History—at least 1 unit.
Mathematics or Science—at least 2 units.

GOUCHER COLLEGE
Office of the President

Baltimore, Md., May 10, 1916.
To the Principals of Secondary Schools: :

On the following pages you will find under the heading,
““Entrance,”’ a statement of the revised method according to
which ecandidates hereafter will “be admitted to the Freshman
cdass of Goucher College. There is a wide-spread feeling that
the requirement for entrance into college, based upon a certain
number of specified subjects to be studied in the preparatory
schools, which number is estimated in terms of so many ‘‘units’’
necessary for unconditional admission, does not provide an adq
quate test of the candidate’s ability to pursue a college course.
It is well known that preparatory schools, by stressing certain
subjects and following set forms of examination papers, can
bring even a poor student to the point of ability to pass an
examination. : ‘

The possibilities of taking entrance examinations piece-
meal during the preparatory school course; of ‘‘repeating,”’ in
case of failure, as often as may be necessary in order finally to
seeure a ‘‘pass’’; of allowing a subject once ‘‘passed’’ to fade
out of the pupil’s mind, all enable a pupil to be *‘marked’’ as
ready for entrance into college, but do not ensure that the pupil
is really fitted to begin and to carry through a college course.

Public and even private high schools are at a disadvantage
under such a system because it forces them to arange their

(81
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wourses to suif the exacting demands of the colleges or run the
risk of having fheir graduates refused admission to colleges.
especially if the cellege selected is east of the Alleghanies.

To correct the evils of the above method, the plan of com-
prehensive examinations was devised. Quality of preparation
and not quantity of work covered is to be the basis of the test.
Inder this system a dominating factor in determining whether
2 candidate is ready to begin a college career is to be the state-
ment to that effeet by the prineipal of the preparatory -school
at which the candifate has been prepared. The fact is admitted
that the prineipal and the teachers under him who have known
the candidate for four years are best able to judge of the can-
didate’s fitness to enter college.  Where a publiec or private
high school is recognized as first class and the judgment of the
prineipal ean be depended upon, a statement from the principal
that the candidate is ‘“college material’’ is a better means of
determining the candidate’s fitness, we think, than any kind of
an examination. The question arises, then, ‘‘ Why examine the
candidate?”’ 1f she passes, she merely substantiates the prin-
cipal’s work which ought not to have been questioned. If she
fails, the failure may be due to- conditions incidental to the
examination. But it is not likely that she will fail. The col-
lege is assured against her failure by the statement of the prin-
cipal, and time, expense, and nervous energy can all be saved by
trusting in the prineipal’s judgment and integrity.. If the first
year of the college course shows that a mistake has been made,
which mistake is just as likely to occur if the candidate passes
an acceptable examination, the mistake can be corrected, so far
as the college is concerned, by dropping the student from the
college roll. The college can thus guard itself against students
who ought not to be in college, and indicate to the principal of
the preparatory school that he was in error of judgment. It is
not likely that principals of accredited preparatory schools will
make such mistakes often.

Flor the reason above set forth and to secure as close a rela-
tionship as possible with first class preparatory schools, Goucher
College has adopted the new plan of ‘‘Entrance.”’ In so doing

A\



|

bt HIGH $CHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT

we feel that we have safeguarded our high standard of scholar-
ship and that we need have no fear as to the quality of our work.
We believe, furthermore, that our action is indicative of a
policy which is fast becoming fixed in our educational world and
which, sooner or later, will be adopted by all first class colleges.
Respectfully yours,
(Signed) Winniam W. Gurs,
President.

LELAND STANFORD JUNIOR UNIVERSITY

Admission to the University

_ First-Year Standing

Candidates must be at least sixteen years of age. They must
present satisfactory recommendations as to personal character,
and must offer credentials amounting to fifteen entrance units
as indicated below. Women must make formal application in
advance on blanks to be furnished by the Registrar.

An Entrance Unit represents a year’s study In any subject
in a secondary school, constituting approximately one quarter of
~a full year’s work. In assigning eredit values two laboratory,
drawing, or practice periods, not requiring additional study or
preparation, are regarded as the equivalent of one recitation
period. © The length of the school year is assumed to be from
thirty-six to forty weeks.

Entrance on Recommendation

Undergraduate standing, without further tests, is granted
as follows:

1. To graduates of approved preparatory schools who have
completed a regular four years’ course, amounting to not less
than fifteen entrance units, and who are fully recommended to
the University.

It is the purpose of the University to emphasize (1) quality
of preparation and intellectual promise; (2) personal character
and seriousness of purpose. Principals are expected to exact
a high standard of scholarship as preliminary to recommenda-
#ion, and to withhold recommendation from those who are unde-
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sirable or unpremising from the point of view of moral qualities
or habits.

Entrance Subjects

The standard of preparation is the four years’ high school
@ourse. The proper co-ordination of high school subjects for
the individual pupil is regarded as primarily a problem for the
secondary school; the University is prepared to recognize for en-
trance credit any subject having an established place in the
secondary school emrriculum, in which adequate instruction is
given and which is pursued to satisfactory results. Neo preserip-
tion, other than English, is made. Candidates desiring to study
mathematics must obviously offer such elementary mathematics
as is not taught in the University, and engineering students are
expected to offer also solid geometry and trigonometry. Can-
didates desiring to study Latin should offer at least two entrance
units in that subject. The state law governing the practice of
medicine in California preseribes among other requirements,
that the preparatory course of every person practicing medicine
or surgery in the state shall have included two years of Latin
(or four years of high school German or French, or its equiva-
lent, provided a satisfactory examination is passed in the ele-
ments of Latin grammar), two years of mathematics, two years
of English, one year of history, two years of laboratory science,
and six years of further credits in language, literature, history,
or science.

OHIO NORTHERN UNIVERSITY
Entrance Requirements

A unit is the eredit given for pursuing a subject for five
periods a week throughout a school year of 36 weeks, each period
not less than 40 minutes. TIts time equivalent is 120 clock-
hours. At least 15 units are required for admission to collegiate
rank. Units will be accepted as follows:
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Hnelish. S s 3 or 4units PRYSI0l0E i o evas v 14 or 1 unit
A s m R s T St 1 or 2 umits Biology. il b 15 or 1 unit
| 51 i e e e SR 2 to 4 units Agriculture......... Th or 1 unit
GHOTMATE . olu s v wsiron o 1 or 2 units Chemistry..covecusvaorvnns 1 wumnit
Brenoh s e s e 1 or 2 units Botanyihne: saniie s 14 or 1 unit
Spanish. ... oo 1 or 2 units GeolOBY .« - v vvvvvus 15 or 1 unit
12571 15) o ittt SR .1 to 4 units ASErONOmMY « o« v v e-- 14 or 1 unit
Qivics. .. .. kel A% wnit Bookkeeping. ....... 16 or 1 unit
RICONOMICE S 5 v s iaisigss 14 unit Commercial Law........ Ly unit
Adyv. Arithmetic..... %\}19_11: Stenography.;...... Th or 1 unit
Algebra........ waf+.1 or 134 unit Shop-work. ... ieiiines. 1 unit
Geometry.......... 1 or 1%% unit Freehand Drawing..%% or 1 u

Plane Trigonometry...... 16 - unit Com. Geography..... 15 or 1 unit
) 23 1 AL P s e (i1 (AP 1 unft Domestic Seience......... 1 unit
Physiography........% or 1 wnit DT e e 14 or 1 unit

Conclusions

1. By examination only—Harvard, Princeton, and Yale
accept students by examination only. It is interesting to note
that these colleges have a ‘‘New Plan of Entrance’’ namely,
“‘The Comprehensive Examination’’. This puts more respon-
sibility npon the preparatory school than hitherto.

2. Preseribed Units—Practically the same conelusions may
be drawn here as in Group 1. Two, Ohio Northern and Val-
pariso, simply list subjects for which entrance credit is given
and require fifteen units without preseription.

4, The Group Plan—The University of Chicago has an ad-
visable group plan; also Leland Stanford.

4, The Goucher Plan—The Goucher College has worked
out a plan which is unique but has excellent features. Respon-
sibility is placed upon the principal of the secondary school.
With efficient inspection such as is afforded in states where high
school inspection is furnished by the department of schools, this
plan should operate to the advantage of both school and college.
The point distinctly in its favor is that the secondary school
would have a free hand' in planning its curricula so far as the
college is concerned. 3

Requirements for degrees—Colleges may dominate high
school enrrienla as much through inflexible degree requirements
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as through entrance requirements. Grouping of entranee sub-
jects must be followed by grouping of degree subjects.

Timeliness—That this study is very timely is indicated by
the frequent recurrence in college bulletins of new plans for en-
tfrance, changes in old plans, ete. The correspondence indicates
other changes to take place next year.

Recommendations—The faets shown in the study en-
courages the committee in their belief that the sroup system as
indicated in their 1915 report should be adopted by the West
Virginia University and that its adoption would make possible
a better science to the boys and girls of West Virginia by both
the high schools and the University.

Liberalism in entrance vequivements should be noted in the
following Universities:

University of Minnesota.

New Hampshire State College.
University of Oregon,
University of South Carolina.
University of South Dakota.
University of Chicago.
Leland Stanford University.

Entrance requirements of two very reputable women's col-
leges—Goucher and Connecticut College for Women—show that
this type of college is beginning to break with tradition.

III

Inquiries were sent to a representative number of the fore-
most educators in the United States. They were requested to
make a statement embodying their ideas of a rational plan for
college entrance and graduation requirements. The following
replies will be of interest:

From the Dean of the School of Education of a far
Western University :

It seems to me an ideal plan would be to have the colleges
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agree to receive students from any well organized high school
who have done four years of work, in whatsoever lines it may
‘have been taken, and then to allow them to adjust to whatsoever
they are able to do in the college. In college, the guestion
should not be so much what a student has done, but primarily
what he is able to do. Our educational thinking has developed
to the point where we are obliged to recognize all kinds of
talent and individual variation. There ought to be no hard and
fast rules that might not be modified to give an opportunity to
any earnest student. It seems to me almost eriminal to go on
requiring certain studies of all students. Of course what I am
saying is founded upon a larger view of education than most
people are willing to take, and to make it clear to one who has
not thought along these lines would require detailed statements
of the principles on which it is based. But I am not worrying.
The Lord will take these old conservatives to heaven some day
and the children will be allowed to get an edueation in a more
natural way.

From the Registrar of a Middle West State College :

Careful inspection by responsible and able inspectors.
either from State Departments of Public Instruction properly
correlated with the higher educational institutions of the state,
or by inspectors from the state institutions themselves independ-
ently of State Departments of Public Instruction, of the organ-
ization, equipment and administration of secondary school
courses; the qualifications of teachers; the ability of teachers to
teach ; the various proper and necessary relations between sec-
ondary school courses; their aims and characteristics; college
courses of all types, their aims and characteristics; ete.

With reference to recent progress toward more liberal re-
quirements for admission I think that I may answer this ques-
tion by asking your Aattention to the difference between the
statement of requirements for admission found on pp. 66-79 of
the catalogue, a copy of which T am sending to you; and the
statement of requirements for admission which I have just
made. The greater liberality appears in connection with the
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last four elective units for admission to the Colleges of Liberal
Arts and Applied Science.

In some way or other I personally have the convietion that
some time, perhaps farther in the future than I imagine, we
will provide a full four-year college course of study leading to
the degree bachelor of arts, which will not require any foreign
language either for admission or for graduation. I am dispos-
ed to believe, also, that the time is coming when we will not re-
¢uire more than one year of algebra for admission to a general
college course leading to the degree bachelor of arts. Possibly
we will take a still more radical step and require neither algebra
nor plane geometry for admission. In what I have been saying
in this paragraph [ have simply been assuming, gratuitously,
the role of a kind of prophet. Therefore let me repeat that the
University of Iowa does not at the present time contemplate
such changes as I have just heen suggesting.

From the Dean of the Sehool of Education of an Ohio

University :

Personally I feel that whenever it is possible a high school
should offer a rich course of study adapted to the abilities and
tastes of students. Electives should be offered in groups but
the diploma be the same for all. The University should find
a place for every high school graduate. Some could not enter
the liberal arts course or prepare for teaching unless they took
more preparatory work; but such subjects as are necessary can
be taken any time. [ am quite sure that the requirements in
Latin and Algebra and Geometry are not essential for every
high school graduate. When I was in the high school work in
Minnesota the State University asked that all graduates of the
high school have two years of mathematics and four years of
English. The rest could be elective. The students who went to
the University generally elected such studies as prepared for the
college they wished to enter.
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Less Classical Language Requirements
E'rom the Dean of the School of Education in a Pacific
; Coast State University:

We took this matter up two years ago and went into it
pretty thoroughly and while the requirements are not as liberal

as sonte of us would desire, they seem to approach the standard

of liberality among the more advanced institutions of the coun-
try. The changes we made were to eut the requirements in
mathematies from 214 units to 2 units, to permit any laboratory
seience work to be offered instead of physies, and the possible
delay of the work in foreign languages. And in the matter of
elective subjeets we broaden the remainder of the 15 units so
‘that practically anything offered by the high schools may be in-
cluded.  Previously it had to be taken from. a specified list.
chiefly of academie subjects. On the other hand, we no longer
permit students to come in who have not completed the entire
15 units of high school work.

I regret to say that I am so busy now that I cannot take
the time to elaborate my ideas of a rational plan for entrance
requirements, particularly one that would be applicable to every
type of institution. T may say, on the whole, that I favor the
.more liberal of the two plans submitted by the 1913 N. E. A.
committee on entrance requirements. [ made somewhat of an
investigation a year or so ago in this matter, and I am convinced
that there is, among our smaller institutions at least, consider-
able latitude allowed in the application of the specific rule on
entrance requirements. If, of course, students can come in with

two or three hours of incompletes, the entrance requirements

are not particularly significant. T am inclined to favor a rather
striet adherence to the 15 complete unit requirement, but giving
to the schools considerable latitude in the material offered, pro-
vided that the material is given in a standard school. And by
that T mean that if a school offers manual training or type
sefting, or some such subject, it should do so only when standard
teaching facilities make standard work in the subjeet matter

A\
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possible. © Therefore, the whole matter of standard units comes
into eonsideration, In any special state, or group of states, 1
should say that a study of the high schools would be necessary
to determine what may be demanded in the way of standard re-
quirements in teachers, apparatus, etec. For instance, some
schools may offer 15 units of standard work (as far as the name
of the subjects go), which would not be accepted at all by the
standards of the North Central Association. The matter, there-
fore, becomes one for certain states, or group of states, to
decide for themselves. I should say set standards for the dif-
ferent subjects, require 15 hours, and then permit the school
considerable latitude in the kinds of subjects offered—your
standards to be determined by what you may logically expect
of the schools in your own state.

With regard to the other information desired in your let-
ter, that is, the matter of degree requirements, I have not made
a special investigation. We have made no recent changes at
the University in the matter of language requirements, and we
are rather liberal in the type of degree, giving the B. A. degree
to practically all graduates. The phase of the work in which
which we have become more liberal is in the matter of allowing
credit for the B. A. degree in the theory of music, certain
courses in commeree, journalism, law and medicine. It is now
arranged so that anyone can take his major work (20 to 40
hours) in practically any one of these special fields.

From the Dean of a Conservative Massachusetts College :

The Faculty of the School of Liberal Arts has had both of
these subjects under critical discussion during the past year,
and the new catalogue (1915-1916) outlines our present plan.
You will find the new admission requirements listed on 21-22,
and the requirements for the A. B. and B. S. dgrees on 51-52,

The requirements for admission have been received with
great approval by the secondary schools in Massachusetts, and we
feel that we have helped to solve the problems which the see-
ondary schools of this state have encountered.
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From the Dean of the School of Education of one of the
Big Four Eastern Universities:

I am firmly convinced that any good high school course,
four years in length, based on a satisfactory eight year ele-
mentary school program, should admit any candidate for the A.
B. degree to any college, provided in his high school course the
candidate has specialized in at least one field of study, and has at
the same time distributed his attention over a fairly wide range
of studies lying outside his specialty. By specialization I mean
at least four years of work in some one field of study, not neces-
sarily in the same subject. The satisfactory completion of six-
teen full courses in college should entitle the candidate to the
degree of A. B. The term ‘‘full course’’ means a course re-
quiring not less than three daily exercises per week for a year,
enclusive of the study and laboratory work that may be re-
quired. ;

I know of no more recent progress toward more liberal re-
quirements for admission to this University than those indicated
in the document which I am sending you.

Hrom the Dean of the Faculty of a very Conservative
New England Endowed College :

Our tendency has been to more strict requirements for ad-
mission, except in the one particular of introducing new subjects
on the accepted list, as for instance, Mechanical Drawing and
Physical Geography. = We do not accept any credit in Manual
Training.

From the Dean of the Department of Education in an
Eastern State University :

You will note that I view such requirements from the stand-
point of the aims of education in our democracy. The chief
difficulty in the way of obtaining educational entrance require-
ments is the belief that certain studies are of higher educational
value than they really are. The doctrine of formal diseipline
holds sway in most colleges and in perhaps most high schools.
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The subjects which fail to promote the aims of education
here as much as other subjects available in high schools and col-
leges are chiefly the non-English languages and the non-arith-
metical mathematics. Studies of the need of these studies even
for college students and graduates show that most of the time
spent on them could be made available for other work closely
related to the principal aims of eduecation.

How far the high schools will go in establishing educational
courses of study for their pupils when free to do so depends
upon the professional training of secondary school leaders. If
they know community, state, and national needs m an intimate
way and know the effect on our youth the various subjects as
commonly taught actually have, they can be depended to take
advantage of liberal entrance requirements when obtained.

I think the only plan which leading eduecators in the sec-
ondary field can demand to bring the best results is that of ad-
mitting high school graduates to college on presentation of a
high school diploma (4 years) and the recommendation of the
principal that the student will probably profit by colleze work.

Our recent progress has been to reduce required non-Eng-
lish languages and non-arithmetical mathematics slightly. We
have raised the number of units from fourteen to fifteen, giving
one more free elective—6.

Several of us here think that next year there will be qtlll
greater elimination along these lines with at least eight of the
fifteen units unspecified. Our school of agriculture will probably
eliminate the language requirements entirely. We may adopt
the Chieago plan as a compromise, at least for certain schools.

An ideal set of college entrance requirements would insure
‘that all coming to college had certain minimum preparation
along at least these five lines of social efficiency: Vital, Voeca-
tional, (Ag., Indus., Domestic and Commerecial,) Civies, Moral
and Avocational, thus helping the high schools to meet their
aims. The ideal college degree requirements would be the same
““alphabetic concepts’’ or ‘‘Core’’ subjects, with the emphasis

.shifted perhaps more toward vocational needs. Hygiene, phy-
sical education, economics, sociology, Amercian citizenship (See
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Beard’s book by this title, also Dunn’s ‘‘ Community and the
Citizen’’), ethiecs, and various avocational activities would be
provided and reguired of all. Literature, composition, history,
science, ete., would be selected to meet the above ends, the ele-
ments of social efficiency. Most colleges now have rigid degree
requirements which to the educator appear without reason, the
mere results of tradition, log-rolling by different departments,
and a failure to think education from the standpoint of social
welfare and the needs of individual students.

From the Dean of the School of Education in a Middle
West State University :

I believe that the college should require for entrance noth-
ing more than the completion of four years of high school work
under competent teachers. In other words, its graduates should
be allowed to enter irrespective of the courses that they took in
the high school, provided, of course, that the high schoel prin-
cipal would certify that he believed the applicant could do the
college work.

Putting it in another form, I believe that the responsibility
for arranging high school courses should be put squarely upon
the shoulders of the high school people and that the college
should say, ‘‘If you prepare these students satisfactorily for
life work we are willing to accept them for college work.’’

Preparation for life work and preparation for college work
are not synonymous but from a few of the investigations that I
have made and from other data, I am cenfidently of the opinion
that if the college provides beginning courses in all subjects, as
most eolleges do in most subjects, it makes comparatively little
difference what subjects have been pursued in the high school.

I am happy to say that this university has taken this posi-
tion this year and that we aecept for entrance to the University
any stundent who has graduated from a four year high school
and who presents to us 15 units of the wide range of subjects
which we accept for entrance and a statement from the high
school principal that he believes the student is capable of earry-
ing eollege work. :
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From the Registrar of a Middle West State University:

I may add that quite likely you will find that our entrance
requirements are perhaps more liberal than many of the colleges
and universities. :

It has been our plan for years in discussing entrance re-
quirements to go over these matters carefully with the com-
mittee representing the high school superintendents of this state
before announcing any changes.

I do not know of any pending changes in entrance require-
ments of importance. There will doubtless be a few changes in
minor details, such as the expansion of group F of our vocational
and miscellaneous list, to include such subjects as Art, Public
Speaking and Debate, and Musie, and possibly the expansion of
some of our half units to full units.

From a Professor of Education in a Western State
University : :

(A state supported institution) must admit to ifs student
body students of moderate ability who would properly be ex-
¢luded by institutions established and financed by private or
denominational agencies. It ecan not establish an intellectual
arvistocracy. If this principle is embarassing because of the
presence of students who are unable to take advantage of tradi-
tionally scholarly lines of work, other lines of work must be es-
tablished better fitted to such students. * * * I believe in differ-
entiation of entrance requirements for the several courses. In this
connection it should always be remembered that high school
students often fail to know until late in their high school work
what they wish to do in the matter of further education.* * *
- When a student wakes up to the idea of taking a course in the uni-
versity for which his high school course was not exactly the best
preparation he should be allowed to mateh up in the university.
Our state university should not refyse to accept any student who
is approved for higher edueationsﬁ:vork by a high sehool in this
state. * * *T think high sechool men ought specifically to express
an opinion as to the ability of a student to take up this or that
course.
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As to what subjects should be accepted University men
should be liberal in allowing high schools to meet local demands.

From the Dean of the School of Education in an Eastern
University : '

I am ecommitted to the policy of admitting to college any
student who has completed, with creditable grades, any good
four-year high school ecourse, regardless of the studies, and who
has the recommendation of the faculty as one fit to profit by col-
lege work. Further, I would admit any student past twenty-one
years of age, without a full secondary course, on probation, and
if he proves in the course of the first year that he is able to carry
college courses with credit, I would eancel all eonditions against
him. :

From the Dean of the Division of Education in
far Eastern University :

In my judgment such a state college should articulate as
completely as possible with the secondary schools of the state.
This means, the college should be prepared to aecept candidates
who have ereditably pursued a four-years’ course of study. * **
The college should require a eandidate to have taken four courses
(four years of work) in one department, and not less than two
years of work in a related department. I would include special-
ization in shop work, as well as specialization in languages,
science, history or mathematies. T should ~make no other re-
quirement of the candidate than those I have indicated.

From a State High School Inspector in the East:

It seems to me that the entrance requirements of the Uni-
versity of Chicago embody the important characteristics of a
good plan for admission to college. The features of this plan
that seem to me especially desirable are as follows:

1. No subject other than English is preseribed.

2. The candidate is required to do a certain amount of
consecutive work in the high school in order that he may meet

, the requirement of a major of three units and a minor of two
units.
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3. A fee margin of five units is permitted, whereby pro-
gressive schools may develop courses of instruction that seem
particularly valuable either for the ' purpose of meeting the
needs of individual pupils or for the purpose of meeting special
demands in the community.

From the Head of the Department of Education wn a
Western University :

iv nas always seemed to me that our entrance requirements
are based on the right principles. The only fixed subject is the
use of the English language. For the balance a wide choice is
offered, the university taking the ground that while the high
sehools may need to set up certain fixed requirements, it is not
the job of the unmiversity to say to the high schools what these
fixed requirements shall be. On the other hand, we feel very
strongly that it is best for each high school to do those things
which in its community seems most worth while and that the
university entranee requirements should be shaped so as to per-
mit of such a condition of affairs. The university later may
pass on the quantity and quality when the student comes to
enter the university, but it ought not to preseribe its character
for all the high schools students.

Hrom the President of @ New England College for Women :
The secondary school in the main must be an end in itself
offering the best possible education in its degree ana embracing
in its program of studies the subjects needed both for culture
and vocation. The college should accept students who fulfill
the solid graduation requirements of any good type of secondary
education. It should offer in its curricula (a) a minimum basis
of general subjects to be required of all students, (b) a major
eroup offering training in any major line of intellectual interest.
fitted to many types of mind or possible vocation, and (e¢) it
should offer small elective groups, giving, for sueh as desire
vocational preparation, preliminary training for vocations to
which a college education is an effective preparation.
The modification of our entrance requirements recently made
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increases possible credits in music to two units. An increase
will come, I think, also in the credit for commercial rates.

IV

For the purpose of learning what values are placed upon
college subjects by graduates of colleges and universities the
following questionaire was sent out to 375 Alumni of various
universities throughout the U. S.

1. (a) What subjects did you pursue in college which
are of most use to you in your occupation or profession?
(b) Of least use?

2. Do you use in your profession or oceupation :

Latin ? Algebra?
German ¢ Geometry ?
French?

Spanish ?

(Answer for only the subjects you studied.)

3. Taking into consideration what you have learned from
your life work experience, if you were to begin a college course
again, would you make changes in your subjects, if permitted?

4. General remarks:

These inquiries were sent to alumni of state universities
and endowed universities and to those who had been engaged
in their life work for five, eight, ten or more years. = Replies
were received from 206. The following tabulation will show the
summary of the replies to the questions:

110—Engineers—110
1. (a) Subjects of most use?

Teehnieal ;. tinles s o 72 A O o e s s 3
Mathematies .......... 110 Eastory ool b et 1
05T T A 50 sActilBtCas s % SRS i 1
HOTMAN cob e s 5 B0 0 R i e e e 1
S eTa 1 (e ek S e i R P o 57 GreelE e 1

EeONOMICS: . .ifvh st onn 3
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(b) Subjects of least use?

Germaan! = J L Tae o 34 Higher Math........... 28
i pe ol e Lt 37 Genlogy i e s T A 5
gl Bl i s s 42 History. .0 e 10
Greeks oot e it | (B i o LR A 1
S AT SN e s SO e 4 BIOONIONYICS oy iilslenis e s 1

2. Do you use in your occupation?

Yes— 3 |Yes—28
Latin. . . (German.

[No —86 No —58

[Yes—18 |Yes—10
Freneh. | Spanish. |

|No —67 INo —28

3. Would you make a change if you were to begin your
college course again?

Yes—86
No—11
25—Lawyers—25
1. (a) Subjects of most use?

O RITOW 2 bt e vyissese s nare 1 G‘reek .................. 1
W ESIEE mrc s I (e et 6 Debating . ... e R 4
Eheligh: e it s 22 HeONOMICE /i s s v 10
Blabma s St e 7 Boclology, & oo e 6
HGSEOYY S Esepe = iy, Rt b 16 Belenes .- oooehnmnne S 4
SUEVEVING St i i s e T, e S A S e 25

(b) Of least use?

IJati_Ll ................... 3
BT e e A S 6
D E T e R M 2
SEFTHIIE | o 000 o ve o et 5
Mathose s e 4
SEICHEE 2ot oo ity El
2. Do you use in your professmn or occupation ?
[Yes— 7 |Yes— 7
French. | Algebra,.

INo—12 No—16
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|Yes—20
Latin. . . |
[No— 5
. [Yes— 4
German. |
[No—12

|[Yes— 7
(Geometry|
iNo—12

3. Would you make a change if you were to begin a col-

lege course again?

|Yes—13
|No— 9

The following replies were received from:—6 Bankers, 11

Teachers,
Men,

3 Ministers, 17 Farmers,
14 Housewives and Mothers,

7 Doctors,
3 Editors,

2 Real BEstate
10 Merchants,

Mechanics, ete., making a total of 73.
51 of these had received A. B. degrees from various Colleges

and Universities.

The remainder had B. S. and other degrees.

1. "(a) Subjects of most use?
1 B TR S o SV A s i 1.0 SReonomIcE s iy o o B 22
Physical Training........ 3 Agriculture Subjeets...... 18
Enplighic B iR o 4 Preventive Medicine. ... .. 1
Baychologyisr oo oo, 10 Liating e s e e e 9
Public Speaking.......... 6 Haktomy o it i e s 12
Salence: i T RS SN 48

(b) Subjects of least use?

Pripsiegss iis s st aiiinge 6
German i = S et s
English Grammar. ....... 1
At e e E e e 20
Matlhi o dmads R Pt 10
Seleneer i iR 2 3

Hiren e ool e 1]
Giteek i isisisie iR e 10
Higher  Mathiz. sl )
HAREOLT S i or il e 2

_ 2. Do you use in your occupation or profession ?

#

|No—40
atin. 2
[Yes—19

[No— 9
Spanish . |
[Yes— 3
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|No—24
French. |
[Yes— 7

! [No—30
Glerman . |
[Yes— 9

[No—35
Algebra. |
[Yes—17

(No—33
Geometry
Yes—20

3. Would you make a change if you were to begin a col-

lege course again ?

Yes—5H2
No— 3
208—Summary—208
1. (a) Subjects of most use?

Hieehnhiea]iy sl v b i s 72 Birenchs s o sos S 3
Mathematies ........... 137 BISEOryaik bl s o 29
IREohshis ol Sie #o s st 116 Athleties ..... S s 4
GErmand & oo i e 5 Biatin Lo i s P el
BEIETHCE T G S e e 109 Gireslke: . i R s 2
Economies ............. 35 Psychology - <ii..ccoaiuen 10
Public Speaking......... 10 Agpiculture |l 18
SoEIologyE- o s 6 Preventive Medicine..... 1
SUrveyIng s oL s 1 TR s one e s o e eeiie 25

(b) Of least use?
A e e e s R .65 Gireek "o an i s e 33
CleTINARS L0 e e L S 51 Spatiash: 0kt Tt 4
Haereh S s 50 HIRt o1y Sl it ot 12
Higher - Math' ... &, 0.l 13 Derence L re i 4
GRBYISEIY o e =t 11 Eng. Grammar........... 2

2. Do you use in your occupation or profession ?

[No—131 [No—100
Latin. . .| German. |

[Yes— 42 [Yes— 41

[No—103 [No— 37
French. | Spanish. |

|Yes— 32 |[Yes— 13
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[No— 51 [No—45
Algebra. | Geometry| (Engineers not
[Yes— 24 [Yes—27  counted)

3. Would you make a change if you were to begin a col-
lege course again? :

Yes—151
No— 23

The following observations might well be made for the data
cathered by this study :

(a) Colleges and Universities, beyond a deubt have been
emphasizing too mueh, non-essential subjects, viz; non-English
languages and non-Arithmetical mathematies; these specific sub-
jeet requirements have not prepared the students to meet the
actual life problems they meet in their occupations or profes-
sions.

(b) The subjects which fulfill the real aims of education
are those which prepare for: industrial efficiency, domestic
efficiency, civic efficiency, vital efficiency-health, soecial service
efficiency. :

(e) A college course should satisfy the felt needs of its
students. We note that a large proportion of these graduates
would make changes in their subjects if they were to begin a
college course again provided they were permitted to do so.

(d) The notion that all engineering students should be re-
(uired to satisfy a modern language requirement and a higher
mathematics requirement is disproved by the fact that a large
percentage of engineers have found in their actual work no use
whatever for these subjects; time is wasted upon these subjects
at the expense of more vital, technical preparation.

The following remarks made by women graduates of various
colleges may be of interest:

‘“More home economics and child culture subjects.”’

‘‘More domestic science or home science, home physies and
chemistry—too many required subjects which ecrowd out time
for more essential subjeets.”’

‘“More English and studies pertaining to home life needed."’
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““1 have felt the mneed of some practical courses such as
domestie science or mechanical drawing in which I might have
been taught to use my hands.’’

*‘1 would say, first, emphasize those things that will help
women as homemakers and mothers and next in imporfance
cultural studies’’—Housewife, mother, club woman and
preacher.

v

The advantages to be deriwved by the High School pupils
from o program made to suit their needs without any reference
to College admission.

Our public school system is based largely upon remote
practices of the church, and wupon customs which have been
handed down to us from time to time. In so far as the system
has furnished a suitable réute whereby the pupil may travel by
suceessive stages from the primary grade to the college it has
done well. There are no places along this route where the pupil
may stop and determine his career, or turn aside if he is inclined
to do so, and feel that he has received very much from the system
which he ean use to advantage to enable him to live a more pur-
poseful life. And so he is compelled, after he is once in the
system, to continue in a lock-step fashion, or he is entirely ex-
cluded from the system.

Our Amercian school system differs from most of the
European Systems. In Germany and France the career of the
child is determined largely by the parent before he enters
school, and he is placed in the beginning in just such a school
as will prepare him for his chosen life’s work. No such pro-
vision is made for the American child. AIl must travel the
same road and we are acting upon the principle that ‘‘what is
good for Peter is good for Paul’’ without considering in the
least the individual characteristics of the child. Tt is true that
within reeent years the American schools are endeavoring in a
measure to make the course of study of such a nature that the
tendencies of the child may be determined at some place in his
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school life, particularly is this being attempted in the high
schools, and in this respect the American schools are superior to
the European schools.

The course of study should be liberal, for if it is not, there
are not sutficient opportunities for the child to determine or find
out what he ean do the best and get the most development and
at the same time be the best prepared to take his place in the
world as a ecitizen.

One of the reasons why the course of study for the high
sehools should be made without any reference to college en-
trance is, because so few of the pupils who enter our high schools
ever reach the place in their high school career where
they can enter college. There seem to'be two periods in our
public school system where the mortality is very great; from the
fifth to the eighth grade and in the first year of high school. In-
vestigations made by Thorndyke, Ayers and Strayer reveal the
startling fact that, less than 40 per cent of the children entering
the primary grade reach the eighth grade, approximately 30
per cent enter high school, of whom one-third have dropped out
before the completion of the first year high school work. There
is something radically wrong with a system which will suffer
such a loss as is indicated here.

Some of the systems which have been tried to remedy this
mortality, are: the six-three-three plan where the high school
reaches down into the grades and extends below the period
where the mortality is o great. Another is to promote by sub-
Jects and not by classes. Both of these plans seem to have
merit and have lessened the mortality where they have been
tried. There seems to be not available data where these systems
have been used, which will give any very accurate information
as to results. The six-three-three plan has had the best trial
m Berkley, California. They have this to say as to results:
“‘The result in lessening the mortality through arranging our
school work in three cycles has been so immediate and decisive
as to admit of no doubt respecting the tendency.”” ‘“The con-
sideration of greatest significance which such a plan of sechool
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offers lies in the opportunity that it gives for radically chang-
ing the nature and content of the course of study.’’

In report made by the Board of Secondary School Relations
in Towa in 1914 it was shown that the mortality for the year 1914
was greater than for the year 1912. In this same report the
per cent of graduates of the smaller high school is greater than
in the large city high schools. ~The schools having an enroll-
ment of less than 50 students graduated 15.8 per cent in 1904
and 18 per cent in 1912,  while the schools enrolling over 500
pubils graduated 9.2 per cent in 1904 and 12.6 per cent in 1912,
This report shows that the per cent of pupils finishing our high
school courses is gradually increasing. It does not attempt to
explain why the per cent is larger in the small high school, but
the classes there would naturally be smaller and the teacher
would have a better opportunity to help the pupil over the hard
places which he may meet and thereby save him from failure in
the subject and thereby remove the cause of so many of the
stiidents dropping out of the high school.

Some educators are claiming that manual and vocational
subjects will lessen the mortality and increase the attendance in
the high schools. There seems to be no relation between high
school attendance and voeational subjects. Our high school
.attendance is increasing in spite of the courses of study. Where
the study of relation between attendance and vocational sub-
jects have been made, it has been shown that in high sehools not
offering vocational courses the increase in attendance is larger
than in schools of the same cities and state offering vocational
courses. No educator is making such radieal statements about
these subjects today as they did ten years ago, but we are just
now beginning to realize that manual and vocational training
is one of the many desirable subjects of the high school course.

There can be no logical reason given for a system of schools
based primarily on college entrance. In face of the fact that
the masses leave the schools by the end of the sixth year, that
80 per cent of those remaining do not econtinue beyond the
second year of high school, and less than three per cent ever
reach the college or university, a course of study which seeks
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to prepare for institutions ahead is absurd. The college must
be satisfied to receive the high school students of requisite sehool
experience where it finds them in point of learning, and the
orades and high school must fashion their courses so that the
content and training will be best for those who leave school and
also best for those who pass on from grade to grade and finally
reach the university. A course of study prepared on such a
basis, will tend more strongly to hold our boys and girls in
school than one based on the thought, that the purpose of the
school is one of preparation. :

VI \

“The advantages to colleges in increased numbers who
would and could go to college.”’

The chief aim of any school should be to put back into the
community as permanent residents the best of each generation.
If the work is adapted to the child he will naturally desire to
make the preparation which will make him most suited to live
the life he should live, be it on farm, shop or store. If the high
schools set the right incentives before the pupil he will naturally
desire to attend some higher school as a means to better prepare
for the vocation which he has chosen. He may have completed
his high sehool course without having any desire to go further to
school but realizing at the close of his high school eareer that he
needs more preparation, he will naturally seek the college where
the advance requirements will be accessible to him.

The high schools are the natural feeders for the college.
They are becoming more and more as such as they are inereasing
in number and the preparatory departments of colleges and
preparatory schools are passing away. High school attendance
is inereasing because of the ever increasing opportunities for
high school work. It is but natural to suppose that more people
will go from the high school to the eollege. Notwithstanding
our increased attendance, the mortality still remains too high and
the per cent of students attending high school and of those who
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enter college remains about the same.

It must ever be the function of the high school to test its
pupils to determine those who are capable of continuing
scholastic work along partieular lines, and must also be able to
discover the child to determine what it can best acecomplish, and
classify him and fit him into the line of work he is most interest-
ed and most capable of doing. In this way the pupil will be
satisfied to remain in school and if the college is willing to take
the students from the high school with the requisite school ex-
perience, they will naturally want to continue their training if
they can be made to realize that it is worth while. In this way
the college attendance would be increased and thereby benefitted.

Respectfully submitted,
G. H. CoLEBANE, Chairman
C. L. BROADWATER
E. H. KNABENSHUE
BeExn WiLriams
W. C. McKzE, :
COMMITTEE.












