





FACTS IN RELATION TO ORGANIZATION AND HISTORY OF
THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IN MINGO COUNTY.

As bearing on the controversy involving the rvegular organization
of the Repubican paity of Mingo county, and the validity of the
election of delegates to the Congressional convention of the Fifth
distriet, and the State Delegate convention, the following brief state-
ment of faets in relation to the history and organization of the party
i1 Mingo county is given:

Mingo eounty was formed cut of a part of Logan eounty, by an
Act of the Legisatuie passed in 1895. Under the Act creating the
county, and by virtue of the authority given by that Aet, the gov-
ernor appointed certain offieers for that eounty, and among them
were eertain Republicans, namely, N. J. Keadle, sheriff; J. K. ‘Ander-
son, J. 1. Deskins and Alex Stafford, commissioners of the county
court. Some time during the summer of 1896, the leading Republi-
cans, in conference, fo.med an improvised Republiean committee
for the county, and D. E. Hugaes was elzeted chairman. In the
fall of 180G, at a regular county eonvention, he first ever held in
the county, a Central committee was chos:n, consisting of one com-
mitteeman from each ‘magisterial Jdistriet in the county, and N. J.
Keadle was electzd chairman of that committee. This Central eom-
mittee was constituted of N. J. Keadle, R. B. Clark, Dr. H. D. Hat-
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tield, W. A. Johnson and J. B. Bartram. This Cential commitice
thien elected an Executive committee, made up of N. J. Keadle, as
chaitman, J. K. Andersca as seevetary, E. E. Musick and James
Turner. The nominees of this eonvention faced a large Democratic
majority, and of the tiek:t nominated only two were eleeted, to-wit:
N. J. Keadle, sheriff, and Jenathan Estep as commissioner of the
county court. It iz noteworthy to observe that Biyan for presilent
reczived a majority of something over 600 votes. It may also be
noted that H. 8. White, who is now the leader of the contesting dele-
eations, bolted the convention, and suppertcd the Demoeratic nominee
for she.iff, ia opposition to Keadlz, the regular Republican nominee.
This ineident is mention:zd simply as beaving on the standing of
Mr. Keadle, who is now one of the delegates to this eonvention, and
of the party irviegularity of Mr. White, who is now on a rival d:le-
aation asking to be seated in this eonvention. It will also be noted
that Mr. J. K. Anderson is also cne of the deligates, and also that
Mr. Keadle and Mr. Estep are members of onr regular Republican
Fxecutive committee.

[n 1900 a new Central commitiee was eleeted at the County
Neminating eonventicn, but no Executive commitfe: was eleeted
under this new Central committee until in 1902, The Central com-
mittee thus eeleted in 1900 was eomposed of 8. U. G. Rhodes, of
Stafford distiiet: Guy White, of Magnolia district; Everett Leftwich,
of Lee distriet; S. A. Ferrell, of Hardee Jdistiiet, and James Little,
of Harvey distriet, This Central eommittee elected, in 1902, an
Executive ccmmittee made up of Everett Leftwieh, chairman; 8. Ul
(i. Rhodes, secretary; S. T. Lambert, treasurei; and John A. Ship-
pard and A. (. Rutheiford. The names of the members of both
the Central and Executive committees are pinted on the lelter
Lieads used in the said year of 1892. At the eleetion in the Fall of
1902 the Republiean nominees were unsuecessful. 1. E. Musick, one
of the present delegation, was a candilate for elerk of the county
court, but was def:ated.

In 1904, the Executive committes issued a eall, a printed eopy
of whieh is exhibited in the record, for a ‘*Mass Meetinz at each
preeinet, for the following purpeses:

(1)—To seleet a member of the Ceunty Central ecommittee for
each precinet ;

(2)—To seleet delegates to the Distriet eonveation:

(3)—To select delegates to the County eonvention.”™

It was the understanling of the Execulive committee that it was
iz desive of the State eommittea that a member of the County Cen-




3

tral committee should be seleeted from each voting preeinet, by the
voters thereof, and this was done as relates to our couaty. The
members of the Central committee, having been thus chosen at pra-
cinet meetings held on September 10, 1904, were as follows:

JOHN FARLEY, h
WILLIAM PHELPS,
F. B. BROWN,
HENRY FERRELL,
WILLIAM SAMS,
EVERETT LEFTWICH,
E. A. SAYRE,

H. 8. WHITE,

GUY WHITE,
BANGOR BROWNING,
W. A. JOHNSON.

D. M. GOOD.

These committeemen attended the vegular Counly Nominating
cenvention held in the Court House on September 17, 1904, H. S.
White was chesen chaiiman of this convention, and F. W. O’Brien
aid E. 8. Jobhling seeretaries. After the nominaticns had been
made by the convention, Mr. H. S. White eall:d to the chair 1. A.
Sampselle, aad took the floor and coffered a motion or resolntion to
ihe effect that the convention proceed to the election of a new
county chaimman.  Mr. Sampselle, in the ebair, upen the point of
cicler heing raised, ruled the motion out of erder, and held that ae-
cerding to precedent and party eustom the chaivman and other officers
ol the committce, as well as a new Executive ecommitiee, should be
chosen by the Central committee, which had been elecied before.
At this ecnvention John A, Sheppard was neminat=d for prosecutine
attorney, E. E. Musick fcr sheiiff, M. Z. White anl M. A. Ferpell
tor eounty eommizsioners, K, H. Evans for the House of Delasates,
E. L. Feirell for asssssor and A, A. Gaujot for county surveyor.

After the convention was regularly adjourned, the members of
the Cential committes who were in the comrt room assembled tozether
for the purpese of electing officers of the committee, anl of ehoosing
o new Exeeutive ecmmittee. At the suegestion of some ona preseat
the eandidates so nominated were asked to nominate to the Central
committee such pzisons as they, the candidates, desived made ehair-
wan, secretary a:l treasuier of the Central eommittee, aad such
Persons as they desired made membes and officers of the Exseutive

committee, to be chogen. Sueh of the eandidates as were present
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then retived to an adjoining reom (one of the jury rooms) for eon-
sultation, and 1 a short time reported to the Central committee the
zamics of sueh persons as they desired to nominate for these offices.

The nominations thus made weie as follows:

For chairman of the Central eommittee, B. Randolph Bias;
For seeretary of the Central eommittee, . S. Juhling;

For treasurer of the Ceafral committee, S. T. Labfert.

For ehairman of the aew Executive committee, B. Randolph Bias;
For sceretaiy of the new Executive committee, K, 8. Juhling;
Foi treasurver of the Central committee, 8. T. Lambert.

And for members of the new Exeeutive committee, H. S. While,

Everett Leftwich and J. R. Booth.

Upon  receiving these nominations from the eaadidates, ths
Central eommittee, oa motion, eleeted the foreging men to the places
tor which they were nominated. On the motion to so el:et these
officers of the Cential eommittee, and officers and members of the
Exceutive committee, ¢very member of the Central committee
present voted in the aflirmative, except H. 8. White, who did not
vote. As to the correctness of these facts, affidavits of the follow-
ine members of the Ceatral eommittee ave shown:

(1)—GUY WHITE,

(2)—D. M. GOOD,
(3)—WILLIAM SAMS,
(4)—W. A. JOHNSON,
(5)—JOHN FARLEY.
(6)—BANGOR BROWNING.

Also the affidavits of L. A. Sampselle: F. W. O'Brien, one of
the sceretaries of the convention; John A. Sheppard, M. Z. White,
aind E. E. Musick, nominees of the convention; anl H. €. Goiags,
A. G. Rutherfoid and F. H. Evans, delecates to the eonvention: and
S. U, G. Riaodes and Max Crigger, Republicans attending the enn-

vention,

The Ceatral eommittee thus eonstitetad mst on namerous oe-
casiops dming the eampaign. as also the Exeeutive committee, and
never at any time uatil reeently did anyone challeage the paoalarity
of either of these committees. As evilence of the faet that they
were duly eleeted and aunthorvized officers and vepreseataiives of the
party letter heads for the use of these committees were piinted as

Toliwows:
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“‘HEADQUARTERS MINGO COUNTY REPUBLICAN
COMMITTEES."”’

To the left of this heading was printed this matier;

‘‘CENTRAL COMMITTEE:

B. RANDOLPH BIAS, Chairman, Wiliiamson.
E. 8. JUHLING, Seeretary, Williamson,
S. T. LAMBERT. Tieasurer, Thacker.
W. A, JOHNSON, Wharneliffe,

D. M. GOOD, War Eagle,

BANGOR BROWNING, 0’Keefe,

GUY WHITE, Thacker,

H. 8. WHITE, Mat:wan,

E. A. SAYRE, Musick,

EVERETT LEFTWICH, Williamson,
WILLIAM SAMS, Bureh,

HENRY FERRELIL, Eugene,

F. B. BROWN, Dingess,

WILLIAM PHELPS, B:eeden,

JOHN FARLEY, Boxley.”’

And to the right of this heading was jrinted this language:

“EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

B. RANDOLPH BIAS, Chairman, Williamson,
E. 8. JUHLING, Seeretary, Williammson,

B, T. LAMBERT, Tr:asurer, Matewan,

H. 8. WHITE, Matewan,

EVERETT LEFTWICH, Williamson,

J. R. BOOTH, Dingess.”’

Theusands of these letter beads were ns:id during the campaivn
of 1904, The letters ware written broadeast on businzss of the party,
and in advaneing the interests of the candi-lates. We pres:nt cer-
lain of these letters, signed by B. R. Bias, chairman: and B. S. Jua-
ling, seer:ctary.

Attention is ealled to the faet that the Ceatral committee was
chesen pursuant to a regular eall upen the Republiean voters in
pricinet mass meetings, and they were the body of men duly elected
by the vcters themselves. The Executivs committee, during the
history of the party in the county, were always chosen by the Cen-
tral committec, and never hy the voters.

We have shown a rvesular organization in the county from its

Livta, the scleetion of these Central committecs nade: regitlar ealls
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Ly the antacrity of the voters. The party eustom and nsage, as well
as the party law, as we understand it, has always sanetioned this
practice.  Our position is that the Exeentive committee is simply
the arm of the Central committee, havinz cniy sue¢h authority aad
enly such existence as the Ceatral committe: gives it. That the
Central committee, duly chosen, is vested with the powsr Lo appoint
and to vevoke appointments of the Exeeutive committee, or, wien-
ever it eceases to perfoim its funetions, to dischaige it and itself
pirform the duties which may have been delesated to the Executive
committee.

After the convention of 1904, certain vaeaneies oceurvesd on the
County Central eommittee, and certain niw voting precinets were
created by authority of law, so that wien the eounty eonventior
was ecalled in 1906, it was found that there wer: vacancies on the
Central ecmmittee to be filled, and in the regular ecall, izsuad hy
Bias, chairman, and Jublling, seeretary, this language was used:

o addition theceto, Stafford distriet is vequired to supply
vacancies on the Central eommitiee for Gilbert, 'War Eazle anl
Wharneliffe preeinets; Magnolia distriet, for Lick Foik, Red Jacket
and Varney precinels; Lee distiiet, East Williamson, Merrimae anl
Buffalo preeinets; Hardee listriet, at Naungatuek.”

Ten in all, and these vaeancies were duly filled by the voters
i the said preeinet mass meetings. The names of these newly :leci-

od Central committeemen were as follows:

For Gilbeit preeinet, Lee Ellis;

For War Eagle preeinet, B. W. Petry;

For Wharneliffe precinet A, IH Toler;

For Lick Fork preeinet Dy . L Goings,
For Red Jackel preeinet Charies Moriison;
For Vainey precinet E. E. Musick;
For City Hall, Williamson precinet L. A, Sampselle;
For Merrimae preeinet Jisse Brownine;
For Buffalo precinet Charles Woolford;
For Nangatuek precinet A. R. Davis,

During the campaign of 1906 the Central committee as thus
constituted met on frequent oceasions, and eonluetzd the affaiis of
the campaien, but it made no change in the Executive commilfes
until June 1, 1967, at a r:zular meeting pursuant to ecall, At this
meeting of June 1st, the geatlemen who ave now fighting the recua:
crgamzation, to-wit, Mr. H. & White, M. Leftwieh, Mr. Juhling
anid others, attended. A vesolution was offered rveeiting that as

the Executive committee then stood there were only six smombe s,
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which was an even mumber and the same liable to become deadlocked,
amd that thres of the magisterial distiiets had no representation
whatever on the Exeeutive eommittee, and offering to inerease the
Executive committee from six to eleven members, This resolution
was adopted, though oppesed by Mr. White and Mr. Leftwich,
After the adoption of this vesolution, aceording to the minutes of

the meeting the following oceurred :

fCAt this point in the proceedings, Seeretary Juhling, Messes.
H. 8. White, B, Juhling, 8. T. Lambert and Henry Fervell withdvew
from the room, Mr. H. 8. White announeing that he declined to
further paiticipate.”™

Thereupen another resolution was offeved, appointing additional
members. of sald Exeeutive committee, as follows:

H. T. Perry, G. 'W. Hatfield, M. Z. Whitz, Hi Maynard and N. J.
Keadle.

And these were uaanimously eleeted

Thiz meeting was the pacting of the ways. Mr. White, Mr.
Leftwieh, Mr. Juhling, My, Lambert and Mr. Booth contendeld that
the Central committee had no power to inerease the membership
of the Exeeutive commiftee; that they were in the majority in the
Executive ecmmittee, anl swere dissatisfiid hecause other members
bad been added to the committee. They then bezan an attack upon
the tegular ciganization, and by their eonduet, in words aal aetions,
thicatened to Jdisrupt the party, attacking the vewularity of both
the Centval and Exeentive committees. Their conduet was sueh
that a jeint meeting of th: Central and Exeentive committoes was
cilled fer July 20, 1907, to eonsider the situation. Mr. Keadle offerad
# resolution reeiting, among other thines, the faet that M:ossis.
Juhling, Lambert and White, duiing the Jeliberations of the meeting
of June 1, 1907, kad withdrawn irom the meeting, ard had declined
ard refused to further act with the committes; that since that time
the egajd Lambert had charged that the campaign funds, contribubed
at the preceding eclect'on, had becn misappropriatad; that thios:
parties, with James R. Beoth had on frequent cccasions daring the
last campaign, refused to ckey the call of the chairman: that theso
| arties were busy criticising end abusing both committeas, anl (e
local party leadeis, and had been in numerous conferences with the
leaders of the Democratic party in the county, and the editor of
tie Demoeratic newspaper published at Williamson:; and that their
acts and conduet were sueh as to disrapt the party and defeat th:
purpeses of the erganization, and that they ware planning to arrange
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u fusion ticket with the Demcecrats for the next election, and that
they were otheiwise violating their duties as members of the ecom-
miftters, and betiaying the trust reposed in them as sueh members,
The resolution then was that they he cited to appear betore a joint
me:sting of the eommittees, to be held on the 2d day of September,
1907, to show eause, if any they could, why taey should not be re-
moved as members and officers of the two committees. This resolu-
tion was adopted.

A joint meeting of these two committees was then h:ild, on the
2d day of September, 1907. Jubling, Lambeit, White; Booth and
Leftwieh icfused to attend, and treated the eharges with indiffecence.
A quernm being present, the meeting proceeded to the transaetion
of business. A resolution was offered by Guy White, reciting that
it was the sense of the eemmittee that Lettwieh, Lambert, Booth
and Jubling had been guilty of such conduet prejudicial to th: best
interests of the party in the county as to render it unwise anl unsafs
for the party to longer piumit them to be members and cfficers of
tle Executive commitiee, or oflicers of the Ceatral eommittes; anl
vesolving that by the authority vested in the Central eommittee by
the Republican voters of the county (the plan of organization adopt-
ed or recommended by the Republican State ecmmitt:e), the said
Leftwich, Lambert, Booth and Juhling be removed as memb:iis of
the County Exeeulive committee, and their offices dioelared vacant;
and that the said Juhling be vemoved from the office of s:eretary of

the Central and Executive committees, and tin zaid Lambert froa

the offiee of treasurer of both eommittees, and the said offiecs deelared
vaeant. This resolution was adopted, and other mea were el:eteld to
take the places of the said Lambert aad Jubling as sueh officers, and
of th: {our as members. The said Leltwich, Lambert, Booth aad
Juhling were not, however, removed as members of the Central com-
mittze, it being understood that this power was vested alons in the
voters, The vaeaacies in the Executive eommittee by reasea of the
rimoval of said parties were filled by the electicn of T. D. Burgess,
Jenathan Estep, Harry Seheer and Joiia MeComas, Hamy Sehe v
was eleeted scevetary of both committees, and M. Z. White t:eazure
of both committees,

Of the Central committee, consisting of twenty-two members
eleeted by the veters of the party in the vavious precinet meetings,
six membe.s—White, Leftwiea, Ferrell, Davis, Phelps and Bak-r—
ave adherents of the . S. White faction, aad sixte:n of them are
adherents of or aeting in haimeny with the requlay organization,
Of the Executive committce, as eonstituted above, all the membess
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are aeting with the regular organization excepting H. 8. White, who
has united himself with Juhling, Leftwich, Lambert and Bootl.
styling themselves ““Old Line Republicans,’” and professing to be
the Executive committee of the party in the eounty.

At the last geneial election, Sheppard for prosecuting attorney,
Musiek for sheriff, Gaujot for surveyor, Ferrell for assessor, M. Z.
White for eommissioner of the county court, aind F. H. Evans for
the house of delegates, were electad. All these, with the cxeeption
of Ferrell, are zealous suppoiters of the regular oreanization, and are
constantly assailed by the H. 8. Wiite faetion. Such men as
Musick, Keadle, Estep, Rhodes, Anderson, Bias, uy ‘White, Evans,
Gaujet, Rutherford, Sehevy, Perry, Farvley, Levine, (ood, Mayaard,
MeComas, Goings, Woolford, Williams, Johuson, Sams, Stepp,
Browning, A. R. Hatfield, Morrizon and otieis, have been lifelone
LRepublicans. Thiiteen of the dei:zates to the Congreszional eoaven-
tion and eight of these to the State Delegate convention have vote.l
the Republican ticket all their lives and nzver voted for any other
than a Republican eandidate for president. They are now heing
altacked by the said White and his followers in a most seusrilous anl
cbusive way, throvgh the medium of a paper said to be priated at
fnitington, but issued fiom Matewan, styling itseif the **Old
Line Republican.”” Thise men and the officers oloeted by the party
in the county, are charged in this pape: in the most malianaa
manner and after the most unjust fashion, as being frenemadzs”
and *‘grafters.”” The sail H. 8. White is tie moving spirit i1
chavee of the contesting delegation, and is finaneine and promotin y
the sail newspaper, and writing the aitieles published thereia, ani
the sehem:s devised and plan pursued is to destroy the regula: Re-
jublican crganization in the eounty. Thaat it is a well known fact that
the said White is in aimost daily confecence with the rezular Dem-
ceratie leadars in the eounty, and is planning to run a hybrid tickat
constituted of Demoerats and disaffected Republicans fer tffe county
offices, against the regular Republican nominees. We respeetfully
submit to the eonventions, and (o the State and Congressional eom-
mictees, that the delegates ehosen at the meeting on Maich 28, 1908,
are regular, and entited to be seated as the regular delegates of the
Republican party in Mingo county. It is blieved that the elemen'
of the party which dietated the election of these delegates eonstifute
at least 95 per ceat. of the voting power of the party in the county;
and it has been shown that those who have contributed most to Lae
siecess of the party in the past were identified in {he selection of

these dejegates, and that the meetine whieh appoin thoso delesates
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was regularly called and held by the properly constituted antho.ity
of the party in the county.
Respeetfully submitted.
B. R. BIAS,
S. U. G. RHODES,
CHAS. LeROY,
GUY WHITE,
A. G. RUTHERFORD,
« A, SAMPSELLE,
A. A GAUJOT,
J. W. WARDEN.
B. B. GOINGS.
R. W. BUSKIRK,
J. LEVINE,
JOHN MeCOMAR,
R. L. SIMPKINS,
GEORGE STEPP,
T. D. BURGESS,
JOHN E. WILLIAMS,
Delegates to the Congressional eon-

veation to be held at Huntingtoa
on April 27, 1908,

JOHN A. SHEPPARD,

H. T. PERRY,

E., E. MUSICK,

N. J. KEADLE,

M. Z. WHITE,

HARRY SCHERR,

G. W. HATFIELD,

J. K. ANDERSON,

CHAS. WOOLFORD,

B. R. BIAS,

A. R, HATFIELD,
Delegates to the State Delezates eon-
vention to be held at Parkershury
on April 29, 1908,









