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CONSTITUTION.

—_— e —a———————

AR, 1. This Lodge ghall be known and distinguished as

€ «VMragrVA LODGE, NO. 32, L. 0. O. F. OF THE STATE OF

WEST V. <GINIA, Jand shall meet for business every Fri-

day nizht dvring the month of October to March, inclusive,

at seven o'elock s and during the month of April to Septew-
ber, inclusive, at heli-past seven o'clock.

Special Meetings may be called by the N. G., or, in his
absenee, by the V. G.. giving reasonable notiee through the
Secretary, and communicating with the notice the objeet of
such meeting ; and no business shall be transacted other
than that for which the meeting was called.

ART. 2. This T dge shall not be opened nnless five men
bers be present entitled to vote, and one of the number is
gualified to take the chair.

AT. 3. The Warden shall examine every person in the

“room prior to the opening of the Lodge ; and when open,
the Guardians shall not allow egress or ingress without the
v-nal formality.

AR, 4. The members of this Lodge shall each pay into
the Treasury the sum of $1.25 per quarter, a8 dues for the
Lodge, and 10 cents per month, for a Widows’ and Or-
phan’s fund.

ART. 5. There shall be five elective officers, yviz : Noble
Grand, Vice Grand, Secretary, Treasurer and Chaplain.

The R. 8. and L. 8. to the N. G., the Warden, Condue-
tor, Guardians, Stuards and Scene Supporters shall be aj
pointed by the N. G.

The R. S. and L. S. to the V. G., shall be appointed by
the V. G. ;

ART. 6. Propositions to fill the chairs shall be made ou
the two Lodge nights immediately preceding, and on to
night of the election.
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ART. 7. No brother shall he eligible for the N. G.’s chair
unless he shall have filled the chair of the V. G., nor for
the chair of the V. G. unless he shall have filled an elective
office to the end of the term, or served twenty-six Lodge
nights in some interior office, and have received the fith
degree.

And no brother shall be eligible to the office of Seere-
tary, Treasurer, R. 8. to N. G., or R. 8. to V. G., or War-
den, Inside and Outside Guardians, unless he be a seariet
member.

ART, 8, No past officer shall oppose any qualified brother
for such offices as he may have filled, nnless such past offi-
cer shall have been out of office for two terms ; except the
Secretary, T'reasurer and Chaplain, either of whom shall be
re-eligible. ;

a. 9. Every elected or appointed officer shall attend
the "Lodge at the time of opening, or be fined the sum of 20
cents. if an elected officer, and 10 cents, if an appointed
officer ; unless he submit a reasonable excuse, to be acted
upon by the Lodge. ;

ART. 10. Any eandidate for office, or meinber, who shall
aftempt to influence an election, shall be fined the sum of
five dollars. :

ART. 11. Any elected or appointed officer, who shall ab-
sent himself from the Lodge, for three consecutive Lodge
nights, without an excuse either in person or written, his
seat shall be declared vacant, and another officer shall be
elected or appointed, as the ecase may require, who shall
fill the station for the remainder of the term.

ART. 12. No eleetive officer shall receive the honors dne
his station unless he shall have filled his station thirteen
Lodge nights, in person, unless prevented by sickness, or
some unavoidable ocenrrence.

Any appointed officer who shall have filled his office to
the end of the term, shall be entitled to the honors thereof,

ART. 13. Elections for officers shall be held at the last
regular meeting in each term; and the newly elected offi-
cers shall be installed on the night of their election, or the
first regular Lodge night thereafter.
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ART. 14. Tt shall be tle duty of the N. G. to preside at
all Stated and Special meetings of the Lodge, and shall de-
cide all guestions ot order without debate, subject to an
appeal to the Lodge. shall appoiut all committees, except
in easzes of petitions, when the N. G, shall appoint the ma-
jority, and the V. G. the minority: and shall generally
transact all such business as appertains to his office.

For the term immediateiy ensuing his term of office, he
shall be sitting P. G. of the Lodge.

ART, 15. It shall be the duty of the V. G. to assist the
N. G. in preserving order in the Lodge; to preside in the
absenee of the N. G, and to appoint the minority of all
committees on petitions.

Should both N. G. and V. G. be absent, any fifth degree
member may call the meeting to order, and the brethren
may select any fitth degree members to 11 the chaivs pro.
fem.

ART. 16 Tt shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep
correct Minutes of all Stated and Special mectings of this
Lodge ; to collect all dues, fees, and fines ; to keep a fair
and impartial acconnt with each member, and have the care
of the Seal of the Lodge, and be responsible for the same
to notify all members elected or appointed to oflice, not
present at the time ; and give immediate notice to members
who may be suspended or expelled; and make a regular
quarterly report to the Grand Lodge, and transact all busi-
ness appertaining to his office. :

He shall, at all times, have a correct statement of the in-
debtedness of each member, and shall read them in open
Lodge, when required, for the information of the Lodge.

He shall attend to all correspondence, and file all papers
and doecuments sent to the Lodge. _

He shall pay over to the Treasurer immediately all mon-
eys collected by him for the Lodge, and take a receipt for
the same, in a book kept for that purpose.

He shall, in case of absence, send to the Lodge all books
and papers in his possession necessary for the transaction
of business: and all moneys received by the Secretary, pro.
tem.,-sball be disposed of as above specified.
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He shall receive for his services the sum of $12.00 for the
term.

ART. 17. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive
all moneys collected by the Secretary, and reeeipt therefor ;
to keep acenrate accounts of all moneys received and paid
out, in & book kept for that purpose, and shall make no dis-
bursements unless aunthorized by the Lodge under an order
from the N. G., attested by the Secretary.

He shall give bond, to the Trustees of this Lodge, in the
sum of five hundred dollars, for the faichful performance of
his duty ; and in case of disability, resignation, suspension,
expulsion, or the expiration of his term, he shall deliver
over to his suecessor, in the presenee of the presiding offi-
cer, and of the Lodge, all moneys, accounts, books and pa-
pers in his possession, helonging to the Lodge, under pain
of snspension or expulsion, as well as forfeiting the penalty
of his bond.

In case of hiz absence at the meeting of the Lodge, the
N. G. shall receipt to the Seeretary, or the Seeretary. pro.
tem., for all the moneys received by the same. :

In case of the death of the ‘I'reasurer, the receipts and
acceounts of the Secretary shall be sufficient vouchers.

ART. 18. It shall be the duty of the Steward to keep the
room and regalia in proper order ; serve notices, in cases of
Special meetings ; and, for his services, he shall reeeive the
sum of $10.50 per term.

ART. 19. It shall be the duty of the O. G, and I. G. to
admit no brother without the usual formality, on pain of
saspension 5 and should they. conjointly, sufler a stranger
to enter the Lodge, they shall be expelled.

ART. 20. There shall be an Executive Committee con-
sisting of three scarlet members, to be appointed by the N.
G. upon his iostallation into office, whose duty it shall be
to present to the Lodge, in proper form, any charges that
may be brought by any brother of the order, against any
member of this Lodge. If, in thelr opinion, the charge be -
of such character as to be inquired into by the Lodge, they
shall make a report of the same at the next regular meet-
ing of the Lodge. Whereupon the N. G. shall appeint a
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committee of five searlet members to malke strict ingniry.
who shall have power to sumnon the contending parties,
orany evidenee—giving ample timé for the member to make
his defense—and report the facts, together with such action
as they may deem necessary, to the Lodge.

Shonld the report of the committee recommend expulsion
it =hall lie over two weeks ; durmg which time it shall be
the duty of the Secretary to notify the brother against
whom the charges arve preferred, by written notice deliv-
ered to such brother personally. or left at his place of resi-
dence, so that opportunity may be given him to vindicate

. himself against the charges. When the report of the com-
mittee. recommending expulsion, comes up for action, it
shall require the vote of two-thirds of the members present
to expel. If earried, it shall be the dnty of the N. G: to
éxpel the brother in open Lodge, stating the reasous for
such expulsion. Nevertheless, an appeal may be made at
all times to the Grand Lodge.

This committee ghall hold their office during the term.

ART, 21. There ghall be appointed by the N. G., on the
night of his installation, a Financial Committee of three
searlet members, whose duty it shall be to andit all ae-
eounts presented to the Lodge for payment ; and, if found
eorrect, to recommend their settlement,

They shall also audit the accounts of the Secretary and
Treasurer, and make a report thereon at the next Stated
meeting, and shall hold office during the term.

ART. 22. All special committees shall make their reports
weekly to the Lodge, of the business they have in hand ;
and any member who accepts of an appointment on a com-
mittee, and fails, through neglect, to perform the duties as-
signed him, shall be fined not less than twenty-five cents,
or more than one dollar, at the diseretion of the Lodge.

ART. 23. Any person wishing to become a member of
thiz Lodge shall be proposed in writing, stating the name,
residence, age and oceupation ; which shall be recorded by
the Secretary, and the N. G. and V. G. shall appoint a com-



mittee of three members to examine into the character of
such person, and report at the next mecting. If, after bal-
loting, there should be found one or two black balls, a sec-
oud ballot shall be had thereon. If, on the second ballot-
ing, there should not be more than two black balls, the elec-
tion shall lie over until the next meeting, and the brothers
voting against the applicant, shall state their objections to
the N. G. privately. and the N. G. shall state to the Lodge
the objections. If, after a third ballot, there shall be not
more than two black balls, be shall then be declared elected.,

If, upon either of the ballots, three black balls appear,
the candidate shall be rejected, and notice shall be sont to
the Grand Secretary. Nevertheless, such person may again
be proposed at the expiration of six months ; and, if elected,
shall be received into the Order.

Any applicant who shall be elected, and fail to come for-
ward for initiation within seven weeks from the date of his
election, shall forfeit the initiation fee, unless evidence be
produced of his inability to attend.

ART. 24. The fee for initiation shall be five dollars; the
fees for degrees shall be three dollars each; and, in all
cases, shall be paid iv advance. The N. G. shall not ap-
point a Committee on a petition, nor present the ballot-box
for advancement in the degrees without first ascertaining
that the fees have been paid.

ART. 25. Any brother applying for degrees shall be bal-
lotted for in the same manner, and subject to the same re-
strietions as eandidates for membership.

ART. 26. Any member propesing an unworthy person or
minor, knowingly, shall be suspended. or expelled, at the
discretion of the Lodge. ;

ART. 27. Any member who shall allow his dues and fines,
collectively, to exceed the sum of $1.00. shall not be enti-
tled to benefits ; nor shall he be entitled to enter the Lodge
unless it be to pay the same ; and if he shall allow the same
fo amount to the sum of $3.00, he shall be suspended ; and
if’ he stand suspended three months, he shall be expelled.

ART. 28, ‘Any brother who shall divulge any of the pro-
ceedings required by the Lodge to be kept seeret, or the
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name of a brother who muy have opposed a person from
coming into the Order: or the advancement of a brother
in the degrees; or who may have reported unfavorably of
him to such applicant, if a member of this Lodge. shall be
expelled ; if a visiting brother, he shall be exeluded from
visiting this Lodge, and reported to his own Lodge.

ART. 29. Any brother who shall be guilty of drunken-
nege, shall be suspended, not less than three months, and
may be expelled, at the diseretion of the Lodge ; and any
brother fonnd in a state of intoxiecation, while receiving
benefits, shall forfeit the same.

ART. 30, Any member who shall follow any illegal prac-
tice, or be guilty of gross immoral conduet, shall be ex-
pelled.

ART. 31. Any elective officer may be impeached for a vio-
lation of the duties of his office, or for an infringement of
the established Rules of the Order ; and all eharges which
may be preferred against him shall be referred to a commit-
tee of five scarlet members to be elected by ballot 3 which
committee shall make strict inguiry into the merits of the

ase, and report the same as early as practicable to the
Lodge for its decision in the premises. The Lodge shall
then take proper action on the subject.

ART. 32. Any member of this Lodge who shall be inca-
pacitated by sickness or accident. from following his usual
voeation, it shall be the duty of the N. G. or V. G., to visit.
or cause some other member to visit him, as soon as such
fact comes to his knowledge ; and shonld he be a fitth de-
gree member, in good standing, the N. G. shall pay, or
cause to be paid, the sum of 3 per week for his relief’; and
should it be necessary, in the case of any brother, he ghall
appoint two members for each night. to sit up with the
brother, who shall perform such duty under a penalty of
fifty cents for each neglect, unless prevented by some una-
voidable oceurrence ; and no brother shall be allowed bene-
fits for a longer period than one week prior to being reported
to the Lodge. unless such brother should be ont of the
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State ; in such case he shall make his report to the nearest
Lodge, and through that to this Lodge,

ART. 33. In case of the death ot a brother, the N. G, of
the Lodge shall canse $30 to be immediately paid to the
wildow of the deceased brother; should there be no widow,
it shall be the duty of the N. G. to have him deceuntly in-
terred at the expense of the Lodge: and any member, in
good standing. who should be so unfortunate as to lose his
wite, the sum of §20.  And all suwms paid by the N, G. it
shall be Wz duty to hand over the receipts to the Seeretary
at the next regnlar meeting of the Lodge.

ART. 34. The funds of the Lodge shall be used exclu-
sively for charitable purposes, and the incidental expenses
of the Lodge. except by a two-thirds vote ; and in no case
shall more than 810 be granted for one purpose.

ART. 35. Any brother wishing to deposit his card and
become a member of this Lodge, shall *end in his eard by
a member of this Lodge, and be ballotted for; and if he
have a majority in favor of -hiz admission, he shall 'be ad-
mitted, upon paying into the fund of this Lodge the sum
ot five dollars.

ART. 36. Applications for withdrawal cards shall be made
in open Lodge ; and. should ne opposition be made, the card
shall be granted. If any brother objects to the grant, the
vote of the Lodge shall be taken.

No member can withdraw from this Lodge unless he ghall
have paid all arrearages against him, and fifty eents for the
card.

ARrT. 37. Traveling cards shall be granted to members in
good standing, they paying their dues up to the expiration
of the time tor which the eard is drawn, and thirty cents
for the card. Application to be made in open Lodge.

ART. 38. Any alteration, addition or amendment to this
Constitution shall be made in writing, and shall be read in
open Lodge for four successive Lodge nights before being
acted upen ; when the vote shall be taken, it shall require
three-fourths of the members present, entitled to vote, to
decide in the affirmative.
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BY-LAWS.

Swc. 1. This Lodge shall meet every Friday evening, at
Constitutional hours. .

SEC. 2. At the time of meeting, should there not be a
gnorum, it shall be the dury of those present to occupy the
Todge room for the space of half an hour ; and should there
not be a quorum at that time, there shall be no meeting un-
til the next regular Lodge night.

SEC. 3. The Lodge may be opened and closed with prayer.

SEC. 4. It shall be the duty ot the Secretary and Treas-
urer to keep separate accounts of Lodge Funds and the
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund.

SEC. 5. The mode of electing officers shall be by ballot.

SEC. 6. The N. G. and Secretary shall not be liable to
serve on committees.

Sre. 7. In all eases of ballot by the Lodge, the N. G.
shall be entitled to vote; in other cases he shall not vote
uniess the Lodge be equally divided, in which case he shall
give the casting vote.

SEC. 8. It shall be the duty of the V. G. to give the Guar-
dian the pass-word for the night, who shall suffer no brother
to leave the room without the same.

SEc. 9. Tt shall be the duty of the Secretary to read, in
open Lodge, on the last night of each guarter, tlhe names
ot all brothers in arrears, and state the amounts due from
them. .

SEC. 10. No visitor shall be allowed to speak on any sub-
ject before the Lodge without permission of the N. G.

SEC. 11. All resolutions shall be presented in writing and
read by the Secretary. The question on considering them
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shall be pnt by the chair; and, if carried. they shall be
again read before their final passage or rejection.

SEC. 12, No debate shall take place on any resolution un-
til the vote shall be taken for its consideration.

REC. 13. On all questions, any member voting with the
majority may move for a re-consideration at the same or
the next regular meeting thereafter

SEC. 14, After a motion is stated by the N. G., it shall
he deemed in possession of the Lodge, but may be with-
drawn by the mover before amendment or decision.

SEC. 15, When a guestion, resolution or motion is under
consideration, no motion shall be deemed in order but to
postpone, amend, divide, or lay on the table.

A motion for indefinite postponement shall always take
precedence.

SEC. 16. When two or more members shall rise to speak *
at once, it shall be the duty of the N. G. to designate the
one to speak first.

SEeC. 17. No member shall be allowed to speak more than
twice on the same subject, unless to explain; and, in such
case, ghall contine himself strictly to such explanation.

SEC. 18. When the N, G. is stating a question, or address-
ing the Lodge, or when a member is speaking, no one shall
enter, o out. or cross the floor ; nor, in such cases, shall
private discourse be permitted, under penalty.

Skc. 19. No member shall vote on ary question in which .
he iz immediately interested, or it not present when the
question is stated,

SEC. 20. Every member in the Lodge, when a question
is stated, shall vote, unless for special reasons he be ex-
cused ; except in cases specified in the preceding section.

SEC. 21. When the reading of any paper is called for, and
objected to by any member, the question shall be deter-
mined by vote,

SEC. 22. All reports of committees shall be made in writ-
ing, and be signed by a majority of the committee.

SEC. 23. No resignation of otfice shall be accepted with-
out notice in writing.
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Sgc. 24. Any By-Law may be suspended for the time be-
ing, two-thirds of the members present voting for such sns-
pension.

SEC. 25. The Constitution and By-Laws shall be read
aloud, in open Lodge, by the presiding officer, as often as
the business of the Lodge will admit,

SEC. 26. Any alteration, addition or amendment to these
By-Laws shall be made in writing, and read in open Lodge
for two suceessive Lodge nights before being acted upon ;
and shall receive a two-third vote of the members present
for adoption.

—ERRI—
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RULES OF ORDER.

1. so0 soon as the N. G, shall take the chair, and eall the
Lodge to order by the sound of ihe Gavel, all shall be silent.
9. After the ancient formula of opening the Lodge—
Prayer by the Chaplain,
3. Calling the Roll, and noting the absentees.
4. Reading the Minutes of the last Lodge night, and, if
10 errors appear. approving the same.
5. Inguiry, ** Does any brotber know of a sick brother,
or brother in distress ™
6. Cousideration of previous proposals for membership :
1. Reports of Investigating Committees ;
2. Balloting for Candidates.
7. Initiation. :
8. Reception of new proposals for membership, and re-
ferring the same.
9, Reports of Standing Committees:
1. Trustees;
2. Finance Committee ;
3. Visiting Committee 5
4. Committee on Correspondence.
10. Reports of Special Committees.
11. Bills read and referred,
12. Communications read and disposed of.
13. Tixcunses beard and considered.
14, Unfinished Business appearing ou the Minutes.
15, New Business.
16. "The Good and Welfare of the Order.
17. Collection of Dues.
18. Closing of the Lodge in due form.
19. This order of business shall not be deviated from, ex-
cept by a vote of two-thirds of the members pregent ; and
all business that does not properly come under the first fif-
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teen heads, shall be biought forward under the head of the
* Good and Welfare of the Order,”

20. The N. G, or other presiding officer. shall state every
guestion eoming before the Lodge, and immediately before
taking the vote, shall ask, ** Is the Lodge ready Jor the ques-
tion?”  Should no member rise to speak, the N. G. shall 7
rise to take the vote: and after he shall have risen, no mem-
ber shall speak upou the question unless by consent of the
Lodge. The N. G. shall pronounce the votes and decisions
of the Lodge on all subjects. except on a ballot for mem-
bership, on which the V. G. shall declare the result. The
N. G.’s deeisions on questions of Order. may be appealed
from by auy two members, but eannot be debated 1iless,
entertaining doubts himself, the N, G. shall invite dizens-
gion s in that ease, he shall have the right to disenss the
question from the chair, but in no other; and no member
shall speak more than once on sueh Appeal, unless by con-
sent of the Lodge. When his decision has been appealed
from, the question shall be put thus : ** Will the Lodye stand
by the Chair in its Decision?"”

21, The N. G. shall not take part in the disenssion of any
subject, (exeept questions of Order,) without leaving the
chair, which shall be filled by some qualified member.

22, Every member, when he intends to speal, shall rise,
address the N. G. respectfully, and in the sign of the De-
gree in which the Lodge may be working, and shall not
speak further until aunounced by the N. G.; and when two
or more members rise. the N. G. shall give the precedence
to the brother whom he may first perceive giving the sign,
and not to the one who may first address the chair, unae-
companied by the sign ; and every brother speaking, shall
confine himself to the question before the Lodge, avoiding
all impolite or indecorons language, as well as any reflec-
tions on the Lodge or any of its members; if called to or-
der, he shall immediately take his seat, and the debate be
suspended until the point of order be determined. Should
the N. G. confirm the point taken, any brother may appeal
to the Lodge, and the objectionable words shall be taken
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down by the Secretary, if desired. But no brother shall in-
terrupt another in his remarks, unless to eall him to order
for words spoken.

93. No motion shall be subject to action until seconded.
and stated by the chair; and. at the desire of any member,
such motion shall be reduced to writing,

When a question is before the Lodge, no motion shall be
in order except—

1. To lay on the table;

2. The previous guestion §

3. To postpone fo a particular time ;

4. To postpone indefinitely ,

5. To re-commit

6. To refer;

7. To amend. )

And they shall have precedence in the order in which
they are arranged. the second of which shall be decided
without debate. No motion or proposition. on a subject
different from that under consideration, shall be admitted
under eolor of an amendment.

24, When a question is postpone 1 indefinitely. it shall not
be acted on again, unless brought forward as new bu iness,

95. A motion to adjourn, if earried, shall have the effect
to lay any subject, then under consideration. on the table
for the evening ; but the Lodge must be elosed in the nsual
form.

96. When a blank is to be filled, the guestion shall first be
taken on the highest sum or number, and on the longest
time, proposed ; and the same rule shall apply when voting
punishment for offenses—the vote ghall be taken on the
highest grade of offense first, and then the next lower, and
80 011,

97. After any question has been deeided, except one of
indefinite postponement, any two members who voted in
the majority may, at the same time, or next regular meet-
ing, move for a reconsideration thereof, but no discussion
of the main question shall be allowed unless reconsidered.

28, When the previous question is moved, if seconded by
five members, it shall be put as follows: * Shall the main
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question be prt?* and, if carried by a majority, it shall cut
off all amendments, and bring the Lodge to a direct vote,
without debate, on the proposition as originally made.

99, Mo motion for reconsideration shall be entertained,
unless moved by a member who voted in the majority in
the first instance ; nor it one meefing lias elapsed since the
vote to be reconsidered was taken,

30. No report shall be altered ot amended unless re-com-
mitted to the committee from whenee it emenated 5 but all
resolutions or questions of adoption, may be altered or
amended, as the Lodge shall determine.

31, All questions not fixed by law, ghall be determined by
q vote of two-thirds of the members present.

99, Five members calling for the yeas and nays, they shall
be ordered by the N, G., and recordéd on the minutes.

43, When the reading of any paper is called for, and is
objected to by a member. it shall be determined by a vote
of the Lodge, without debate.

24. The N. G., or any member doubting the decision of a
question, may call for a divisicn of the Lodge, and count
the afirmative and negative votes.

35. Bvery member of the Lodge shall haye the privilege
of speaking twice on any question under eonsideration, but
not more, unless by permission of the Lodge. And no mem-
ber shall speak on any question more than ten minutes, un-
less by permision of the Lodge.

36, Iyery member present shall vote upon all questions,
unless he is immediately or personally interested, in which
cage the N. G. shall judge ; and, afterthe decigion has been
announced by the ehair, no member ghall be permitted to
vote, especially when the guestion has been decided by
ealling the yeas and nays. When any guestion is taken re-
quiring a two-third vote, the W. shall deelare the number
voting on each side, which shall be recorded in the minutes
by the R. 8.

87 No member shall speak to another, or otherwise infer-
rupt the business of the Lodge, while the minutes or other
papers are being read, or when any member is speaking,
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unless to eall him to order, or pass between the speaker and
the N. G,

38. No member shall be permitted to speak or vote unless
clothed in regalia according to his rank and station, and oc-
cupying his seat at the place designated for him.

39. No brother shall retire Wlthout leave of the Lodge,
nor ghall he be permitted to address the chair, nor enter or
leave the Lodge while the Lodge is voting on a question.
while the ballots are being counted in an election, during
the ceremony of opening or closing the Lodge, or during
an initiation ; unless by direction of the N. G., or special
permission of the V. G.

40. Every officer and member, when yvisiting or otherwise,
ghall be designated by his proper title or office, and received
according to his rank and standing in the Order.

41. A Rulo of Order may be quspended by a vote of two-
thirds of the members present, and it may be amended or
annulled, by giving one week’s notice, and the motion re-
ceiving a two-third vote of the members present.









