
AMERICA FIRST

The Opportunities   and Responsibilities
of Citizenship

bye

H.Ci0GDENs

» Delivered before the iwheeling
~-  Of COIIlIl&#39;l¬l&#39;C¬

March 4th, 1920
8

"&#39;11/Ir. Toaastmaster, Honored Guests, Members of the Wheeling Ghwmber
of C omimterce :

oA kind of Americanism that was once popular in this country has
gone out of fashion. I mean hyphenated Anmericanism that took a. for-
eign name for a handle. The German-Armrerican, the Italian-American,
and the Scandanivian�American, thank God, are gone, and we hope for-
ever. But there is a different kind of hyphenated Afn:eri�canism&#39; that has
not disappeared, and of the necessity for the abolition of thati kind of
Americanism I want to speak to this iaudien,ce.;�of Ainerican business men.
If this republic is to live in strength and majesty, We must accentuate

p Americanism that embraces the whole peopleagainst the American of
a class. We must keep this governm.ent as our�forefathers planned, a
government in which all men stand alike before the law, a. go~vernment
under which opportunity is open on equal terms to all, a government that
knows neither rich nor poor, strong nor weak that distinguishes not be-

, tween employer and employe, that keeps not a stern, severeand �relent-
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less justice for the offender who does not happen to belong to a particular c
class or organiza.tion, and a kind and lenient justice fo-r the offender who
does belong to some powerfu&#39;l body of voters. A real �democracy spreads
its bene�ts, its responsibilities, and its demands with even hand over all
its people. It commands the devotions of its citizens because of the lib-
erality of its institutions, and the justice of its laws.

This country is not threatened from without. We can conceive of
no foreign power that would be able, permanently, to invade our coasts,
and maintains a foothold upon our� territo-ries. It is threatened from
within, andthe danger from within, though it may be magni�ed and ex--
aggerated,is at� danger towhich we sh.ouldnot close our eyes. �

Karl Marx, the father of modern�day ISocialism, a German Jew, and
long�time exile fro-m his native land, preached the breaking down of in�
ternational boundaries. To him patriotism was folly, love of native
land a delusion, and the ownership ofproperty a crime. Internationalisrn
was his gospel. His works, which have been read, probably more earn-
estly than any other book except the Bible, preach that the great war_of
the future will not be a war between France and Germany; between Ruse
sia o-r Great Britain, _or between any division of the nations of the world,
but a war of the labor of the world against capital o-f the world, a war
of the men who work with their hands against the men who work with
their brains. iWriting at a time when the develoipment of manufacturing
in Europe was just beginning, when improved" machinery was displacing
hand workers, and when production in many lines was outstripping the
means of distribution, he predicted that machinery would make idleness;
that idleness would lower wages and the status o�f the workers, and the
inevitable result of the industrial age would be �nally to create a larger
class of prop-ertyless workers, and a. relatively small class of very rich
employers.� When that came he predicted the coming of the social revolu-

, tion, by which everywhere, workers would take into their own hands;
the control of the m.achinery o-f production, and of distribution, and; wipe
out and destroy the employing class. The books o-f Karl Marx, written
�fty years ago, are read today in America, and in every other industrial
country of the world, and though his predictions have not yet come true,
the gospel which he preached is making converts, and the effects of that
gospel can be seen wherever men labor, and wherever other men employ
labor.

Mr. Wm. Z. Foster, organizer of the American Federation of Labor, V
and leader of the late steel strike, a man who never worked a day Gina
steel mill, and yet had the power to cause over 2oo,ooo steel workers to
drop their tools and quit, in his testimony before the U. S j.Senate Com-



mittee, admitted that he had advocated; in his books, the ove-rthrow of the
�present industrial system by force. F In short he was the preacher of la
revolution-��not a peaceful, social revolution, but a revolution of riot

» and murder of bloodshed and terror, the red revolution of anarchy��-�and
in spite of those teachings, because of them perhaps he had been put at
the head ofa great labor movement in this country, in which the fo-unda-
tion of all organized society isio-bedience by all the people to the laws
which the people themselves make. a

A _few weeks ago, iMr. John Fitzpatrick, another representative of
the American Federation of Labor, and another powerful �gure in the
late steel strike, declared in a Chicago newspaper that the la.bor candidate
for President would be elected this year. ,,�La_bor,� he said, �intends to
take over the government at Washington.� Soon thereafter, Samuel
Gompers, head of the American Federation o-f Labor, a man who is justly
regarded as one of the most conservative of labor chiefs, announced that it
was the purpose o-f his great organization to go into every Congressional
district of the United States, and to support those candidates who had
shown themselves especially friendly to the ideas of the unions; to reward
their friends, and to punish their enemies. In other words, four million
American citizens are being appealed to by these and other leaders, some
of them even more radical, to forget every other duty as citizens, to sub-
merge every relation in life, except the relation to a. labor union, and to
resolve every political question which as citizens they must consider,
solely upon the ground of its accidental relationship to their particular
class and to their particular organization. John Fitzpatrick and men like
him propose to translate into action, the ideas of Karl Marx, a. doctrine
which means the penalizing of enterprise, brains and superior ability, a
-doctrine which means the making this government of o-urs purely a gov-
ernment of class; one body o-f men ilegiislating in their own interest, and
making laws, and enforcing them for their own bene�t, appropriating
property, and taxing wealth for their own use. Lo-gically the Fosters and
Fitzpatricks mean social revolution. There is not an iota of difference
�between their political program and the program of the Russian Bolshevik.
The Bolshevik is only a little more outespoken, and a little more sincere.
The Bolshevik accomeplishes and maintains the gove&#39;rnme-nt of a class in
Russia by the simple process of denying the ballot, and denying every
legal ri.ght to all who do not work, or: at least, pretend to work, with their

S hands. The priest of the church, the learned doctor, the studious lawy er,
the manufacturer, the banker and the merchant, are disfranchised and.re�
duced to political and social servitude. l\/lr. Fitzpatrick �will allow all
mento vote, but their vote is to be reduced to a nullity, and the gov-
ernment in the end is to be taken over and operated by his followers, and
for their own bene�t. Yet I don�t think that Mr. Fitzpatrick and men like



him are going to take over our government in this year of Grace," 1920,
or for manyyears to co-me. �They have undertaken a very big job, and
so long as the hearts of the�Americanp»eople beat tru&#39;e*it will be too big
for them or for any other class, or interest. B

a In our sister city of Bridgeport before this section went �dry, a gen�
tleman having indulged to-o much, and �red withithe spirit ofconquest,
as the German emperor was, in a loud voice announced that he could whip
any man standing around. No one took notice. Alittle later ina louder
voice he added that he could whip any man in Bridgeport. Still no notice.
A little later in Fa still louder v-oice he announced that he could whip any
man in the town of Bridgeport or the city of W"heeling, then so-m-eone
reached o-ver and gave him a punch in the jaw and laid him out. _After
helcame too, he rose, rubbed his sore jaw, �hiccoughed and remarked, �I
make a miyshtake. I took in too darned much territory.� And so Mr.
Fitzpatrick and his friends, whenthey undertake to take over this great
government for their particular class, will �nd that they are trying to- take
in too much territory. It is unthinkable that the one hundred and ten
million prosperous and happy people in this great country; the most for-
tunate people ever gathered together under one government, and speaking
one -tongue, the world has even seen ;, with their seven million farms owned
in most cases by the men Wholive on them and work them,-.with their
thirty million bank depeosityors, with their twenty million bond owners and

~with countless homes -of men and . women who have toiled and saved,
dotting the hillside and valleys and crowding the villages and country��it
it inconceivable. that such a people can accept a doctrine that aims to- de-
stroy private property, to punish thrift, while it rewards the lazy, the in-
different, the thriftless and the criminal. &#39; B B &#39;

But as citizens we must not shut our eyes to this propaganda, and
to the �danger which it� pp-rtends. We� need only read history to be im-
pressed with the thought that the American republic will be subject to
trials, that may test its strength to the utmost. Every human institution ,
is born with the iseeids of sickness and death within its ownbody.
may anticipate the some time in. the future the weaknesses of human ,
" nature, the erro-rs, and passions of men are likely to imperil this niighty
republic,� whose foundations to-day we conceive to be so �rmly buiilt, and

so solidly intrenched. BN0 �republic ever fell from attack from. without�
that was not�rstruined by class dissen_ti0ns from within. The �rst pure
Mdemocria.cyp�.o+f we have knowledge was the democracy of Athens,
iandithe, ��rst°tyrant to overthrow democracy in Athens was a demagogue
evvhoppreached. c1asisis,m.,pwho iiorganizedy the farm.ers and the working men(
ii�of;the,Atheniani republic, and through their suprp-ort, made himself the die-
stator of the state. The great Roman republic, which stood for six hun� .
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dred years, which extended its domain throughout the known world, and
maintained an existence as an autocracy long after it ceased to .be a re-
public, became the prey of class dissens-ion, which destroyed liberty. The
war of the pleb-eians under Marius, and the patricians under Sulla drenched
the Romanstate in blood and paved the way for Caesar, themlilitary con-
queror, who came with the support of a large class of the common people
to disperse the Roman senate, to proscribe the senators, and to- set up an
imperial autocracy. What has happened in the past may hap-pen in the
future. A Not exactly in the same form, but lfrom the same cause, and if
we a.llow the accentuation of class in this country over and above our
Americanism ; if we allow the division of our citizenship to be so clearly
de�ned between the rich and the poor, the employer and the employe, we
will sow the seeds that will grow into the social revolution which Mr. Fitz~

T patrick is working for, and which Karl Marx predicted.

Against that hideous doc-trine of Karl Marx, and against the propa-
ganda of such men as John Fitzpatrick, we ha.ve the words of the greatest
American that the nineteenth century produced, Abraham Lincoln. He
said :

�I happen temporarily to occupy this �Nhite House. I am a living
witness that anyone of your children may lo-ok to come here as my father�s
child has * �*� * �� *t * Property is the fruit of labor; property is
desirable, and a positive good to the world. That some should be ricn
shows that others may become rich, and hence is just encouragement to
industry and enterprise.�

It is a simple and plain statement of the theory of property and the
spirit of American institutions. Democracy, and the essence of this gov-
ernment is democracy; democracy� means, not merely the right of the
ballot, or equal standing b~e&#39;fo-re the law. It means something grander
than these things. It means equality of opportunity, and equality of
opportunity is the thing we must maintain in this country if class and
classism are to be held in check. A

�I happen tem.pogarily to occupy the White House. I am. a living
witness that any one of your children may look to come here as my
father�s child has.� This is equality of opportunity in this great land
of ours, a land in which the highest honors, the opportunity for greatest
service, the chance for the richest rewards have been and ought to be
open on equal terms to the ambitious and deserving boy and girlwhat�
ever the rank and station of their family. We may question whether or
not we still maintain equality of opportunity in this country as thoroughly
as wesho-uld. In the days of tA:brahamLincoln, the plains of the Middle



West had scarcely been touched by the hand of man. Great areas of the
richest farm. lands of the world were wa.itin_g for the plow and for the
lius=bandm.an. The ambitious boy with no more capital than his axe could
markifor himself, a homestead, and by steady to-il rear a home and gain
a competency. The skilled worker, the carpenter and the blacksmith in
the few and thinly populated settlements could set up- for himself in a
small plant, becom;e his own employer and his own employe-, and within a
few years, establish his complete indepen<lence.. To some degree, per-
haps, to a very great degree these conditions have ch-anged. The mighty
plains of the West have been �lled up with busy peoples. The lands
which in the day of Abraham Lincoln co-uld be had for the taking now
sells at hundreds per acre. There are no un�lled �elds. The develop-
ment of industrial plants employing thousands of men h.as created a class
of experts in industry; who from: the very nature of their situation �nd
it harder and harder to change their positions, and to cross over from the
ranks of employes to the ranks of the employers. However, while these
forces have operated in some degree to lessen opportunities for a.dvance�
ment, new �elds have opened up. The doors of opportunity still swing
open. The demand for expert labor is greater� than it was before. The
call for skilled men cannot be� satis�ed. The cry for the highest type of-
executive capacity becomes louder and louder, and the capacity to �ll re-
sponsible position brings reward such as could not have been dreamed o-f
half a century ago. The great natural resources of this country have only
been touched. The fortunes that have been made, the wealth that. has
been taken out o-f our lands is a. fraction compared with the wealth» that
is going to be taken out in the next �fty years, and in the transformation
of industryexistent, in the development o-f our great mineral wealth, in
the multiplication of manufactures, there will becountless opportunities
for the en-terprising boy of superior ability, a.nd superior brains. Those
opportunities. must be kept free on just terms to men of every class. i One
way we ca.n help keep these opportunities open is by increasing the amount .
of industrial education, which is given in our manufacturing towns. We
are spending a few thousands or dollars per year in -the city of Wheeling
in training boys and girls in industry. If, where we spend� one dollar, we
spent ten dollars we would not be spending too much. In this country we
have been educating" superior boys and girls away from industry. gWe
thought it a desirable thing to make lawyers and doctors and clerks o{1f*~ of
a great many bright and enterprising boys who would have made better
mechanics, better superintendents, better chemists and better manufac-
turers. � T if

i This city might well, and pro�itably invest in its educational organiza-
tion enough money to create and opera-tie amodel ironand steel plant; a
model pottery, a model glass house, and we ought to have in this valley,
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with its doors open to every ambitious boy, who wants to learn, without
price and without charge, technical institutions, in which b-oys of superior
ability could get some insight into the mysteries of manufacturing, the�
chemistry of industry, the why o-f things. In our splendid State: Univer-
sity vvehave a �ne law school. The state maintains a great library; it
pays skilled lawyers, and in that school model courts are maintained; cases
are tried and under the direction of trained teachers scores of young men
are taught the theory of the law and are experienced in its practice. If it
is worth while to spend� thousands of dollars each year to train lawyers,

s to create a body of men who �make no wealth, and who must live off the
work of others, why isn�t it worth while to spend money to make trained
iron and steel workers, good potters, skilled glass blowers, and ex-
pert draughtsmen?

There are many other things; the Workmren�s Compensation law, the
Child Labor laws, the Factory Inspection laws, the Mothers� Pension,
these are lines of work in which we have, in a feeble way, mad-e adven-
tures. We could safely go much farther. In the state of West Vir-
ginia, for instance, we are spending as few thousand dollars every year in
the matintenance of public hospitals. We ought to spend a hundred dol-
lars where we are now spending one. In every industrial community in
West Virginia, the public should maintain hospitals, open without charge,

I and not as a matter of charity, to every citizen who has just occasion to
use them. These are some of the services which a thoroughly demo-
cratic state should perform for its people. They are not Socialism.
They are fardistant from the rule of class, from the abolition of private
property. Every bit of advanced social legislation that we put on the
statute books becomes a guarantee that democraicy will be maintained,
and the rule of class will never triumph in this dear land�of ours. This

H is, in effect a ca.ll to the man who has prospered to help others to prosper.
The State says to him: �You have been fortunate; you have enjoyed the
bene�ts and opport_unities of this great rich free land. We call on you
to help others to enjoy the same b»er=1,e�ts, and opportunities,� a.nd gentIe-
men, just in the measure that youall respond to that call do you help
make certain the preservation of Ajm-eerican institutions. Karl Marx was
right on one thing. That is, if a great pro-pertyless class of workers is ever
created in this country, a class that has neither comfort in the present, nor
a hope for the future, the social revolution will be at hand; and the way,
the only way, to avert that revolution is to help make it easy for other
men to pro-sper as you have prospered; for other men to gain wealth. by
industry, and thrift as you have gained it, and for other men to enjoy
some of the better things of life that you enjoy.



membership in the freest and most blessed society of men and women ever
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Tonight to give you___tl1is thought, America �rst, and America of
 not only against any other countrygifjin the world, but America �rst ~as
 against every class in America, whether it be the class of ~therich,.the
 prosperous -d the favored, or the  of the needy and the unfortunate.
 That is the ideal of the American state. Let this be in o-ur minds, and
 our hearts above .self�interest, and above personal prejudices. VV-hatever .
 may be our world duties, and I do not minimize them», our �rst duty is to
i this, our own country. Let us put and keep our own house in order. Let

�us cease to regard ourselves as bankers, as merchants, as manufacturers,
g or as working men. Snink accidental and often temporary differences of
 place and position in the great sea of A«merican.ism. Let us exalt our

gathered together under one governmenti in all history; teach in our
schools and in our homes that to be one of the rulers of this self-ruling nae»
tion is the most precious heritage that child is born to. In this land, as in
every other land, in which many millions of people of different types and
training live, there must be many different minds, and many different
thoughts, but let us� learn to composeethesedifferences with a View to the
safety of the who-le state and not to the sel�sh interest of a particular class,
or of our own class, and in that common bond of �delity make sure that
this government of the people, the greatest achievement of free men, the
hope of humanity, will long survive, like a mighty monarch of the forest, to
gather and protect under its wide spreading arms our children and �oeuri
-children�s children in long centuries of justice, security� and fraternal
peace.   A   .
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