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Delivered before the _Go'-;zéﬁfuﬁonuz*oménﬁon of West Virginia, in_the Citiy of

Wheeling, on the. 12th day of February, 1868, in- compliance with a Res~ ¢

P

olution of that body, inviting him to do so.

prised me mote thar the opposition which
is mide to the admission of theé new State
of West Virginia into the Union by a por-
tion of the people within its limits. he
assumed grounds of this opposition are,
however, little less surprising. It isto be
regretted: that there seems to be some re-
cessity for debating the question, :

of the' opponents of the New State
to consist in the idea that the proper as-

sent of the Legislature of Virginia hdas

never been obtained, and this ohjection
is predicated on the hypothesis that what
hag been called the Wheeling Legislature
was not, in fact and in law, the Legislature
of Virginia. If this be true, the objection
is well taken, for the Constitution of the
United States expressly provides that * no
new State shall be formed or ereeted within
the jurisdiction of another State without
the consent %f the Legislature of the State
and of the Congress.’!

I hardly suppose it is necessary to con-
troveri the idea before the people of West
Virginia, that the Richmond Legislature
since the 17th day of April, 1861, was the
true dnd jr;igm.fuf Legislature of Virginia,
Traitors may think o, but loyal men can-
not think so. Those who believe in the

doetrine that a State hag a right to secede

from the Union, may be exeused for en-
tertaining such an opinion, but those who
believe that Virginia is still in the Union,
and one of the United States, cannot tol
erate such a political heresy, Why, sir,
those men _q_t‘ﬁi

had abjured their allegiance to the United
States and sworn to support the Constitu-

aiousiafl i) vsualis o -__.i_ pd dioas o o
Mr: Prestbent--Nothing has ever sur tion of
ppton vt Thiy

18612 Trecur to the guestion—Was tl
Legislature which eonsented to the forma- |
tion of the new State of West Virginia the -

" government, it was utterly

chmond were rebels, They

¢ so-called Confoderate States;

‘States. .

by me, sir, w :
Not by me while the old flag of my fathers

floats over one foot of ground hetween the

Atlantie and Pacific oceans.

523 “ Well, then, sir, has Virginia been m}h-J
The fundamental objection on-the part out a Tegis b w27
e

egislature ever since A%ﬁl

Legislature of Virginia in fact and in
truth ?
I need not rehearse to the people of

West Virginia the atrocions proceedings

of the conspirators which led to the or-
%lniza.tim of the Lgﬁislah_n;e at Wheeling.
need not remind them that withont their
Jmowledge or their assent they were trans- -
ferred, like slaves on the block, to an in-
surrectionary government of self constitu-
ted rulers at Montgomery. I need nof re-

view the state of facts existing among us

by which we were left without judges, -
sheriffs, justices of the peace, courts, an
all those arrangements of government,

legislative, executive and judicial, neces-

sary to the protection of our lives, liber- -

ties and estates. All these matters are

still painfully fresh in the memory of all.

The necessity fo provide some security for.
ourselves was ahsolute.
disposed to submit ourselves to the rebel

reach—utterly unable to afflord us the
slightest protection.

1sf. To yield ourselves victims to unre-

vied war agamst  th United. ,
ates ._&gﬁd&ey I_)_?gmknow edged as..
“the rightful L'effrislatur_e of Virginia? Not-

hile God spares my life !

If we had been .
beyoud our -

What could we do ?
here were three a].t@rljiaﬁ‘;gg_befol-e us. .
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strained anarchy and lawlessness. 2d. To
invoke the protection of a military gov-
ernor, and submit ourgelves to the capri-
ces of military despotism. 3d. Or to re-
sume the exercise of our original inalien-
able right of establishing a government
for ourselves. We chose the latter, and
the wigdom of our choice has been vindi-
cated by the comparative security, happi-
ness and prosperity of the people where-
ever the government we restored has been
established and maintained.

Our moderation in the exercise of this
prerogative has been the thénie of admi-
ration by all impartial men who have ex-
amined and untferstood our proceedings.
Tnstead” of assuming to organise a new
State government, we simply resumed the
old government, by appointing new offi-
cers to discharge its funetions in place of
those who had vacated their oflices by
flight, or forfeited them by treason. This
we did, and nothing more.

And now, sir, was the government of

Virginia, thus restored, legitimate, and
valid? Was the Legislature at Wheeling,

which gave its consent to the admission of
the State, the true and lawful Legislature
of Virginia? S

And here, sir, T beg leave to refer you
to the following extract from the opinion
of Chief Justice Taney, delivered in the
celebrated case 'of Luther vs. Borden, 7
Howard, page 42:

“Morever, the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States, as far as it has provided for
any emergency of this kind, and authori-
sed the general government to interfere in
the domestic concerns of a State, “has
treated the subject as political in its na-
ture, and placed the power in the hands of
that department,

#The fourth section of the fourth arti-
«<le of the Constitution of the United
States, provides that the United States
shall guarvantee to every State in the Union
:a Republican form of goveinment, and
shall protect each of them from invasion;
and on the application of the Legislature,
or of the Hxecutive (when the Legislature
cannot he convened) against domestic
viglence,

“Under this article of the Constitution
it rests with Congress to decide what gov-
crnment is the established one in a State.
Tor, as the United States guarantee to
each State a republican form of govern-
ment, Congress must neeessarily decide
what government is established in the
State, before it can determine whether it
is republican ornot. And when the Sen-
ators and Representatives of a State are
admitted into the councils of the Union,

the authority of the government under
which they are appointed, as well as its
republican character, is recognised by the
proper constitutional authority. And it
decision is binding.on every other depart-
ment of the govermment, and could not
be questioned in a judicial tribunal.”’
ow gir, what are the facts in this case?

Have Senators and Representatives of the
State of Virginia been admitted into the
councils of tﬁg‘ Union under the'authority

f the re-organized government of Vir-
ginia which gave congent to the admission
of West Virginia into the Union? Ineed
not answer that question. You know that
they have been so admitted. - My col-
league (Mr. Carlile) and myself now hold-
ing seats in the Senate of the United
States, were elected by the Legislature at
Wheeling, And Messrs, Blair and Segar,
now holding seats in the House of Repre-
gentatives, were elected under warrants is-
sued by His Iixcellency Gov. Peirpoint,
the Executive of this re-organized gov-
ernment. And that is not all. For, in
the langnage of the Hon. Mr. Coifax,
when lately discussing this same question
on the floor of the House of Representa-
tives of the United States:

“Secondly, The executive department of
the Government, and the highest portion
of that executive department, the Presi-
dent himself, hag repeatedly recognized
the Governor and the Legislature of Vir-
ginia as the rightful authorities of that
State.

“Thirdly, The Secretary of the Treasury
has recognized that government as the
rightful government of Virginia, for he
has paid to them out of the Treasury of
the Union, without complaint and without
protest from any one of all the twenty-odd
millions of loyal peoplé of the United
States the $40,000 remaining in the Treas-
ury as the share of the Btate of Virginia
of the proceeds of the sales of the public
lands, and which the State of Virgima had
hitherto refused to take from the Treas-
ury.

“Fourthly, The Secretary of War has
recognized his government as the lawful
government of Virginia, and Governoer
Pierpoint as the rightful Governor of Vir-
ginia, by accepting his commissions of the
officers of the noble and loyal volunteer
regiments of Virginia, a$ commissions
emanating from rightful and legal author-
ity.

“Fifthly, The Secretary of the Iterior
has also recognized the same thing in his
communicating to Governor Pierpoint, asg
the Governor of Virginia, the official no--
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tice of the congressional apportionment
of 1860, as required hy law,’’ : i
Surely, then, I think T 'may confidently
say that the Legislature at Wheeling, and
the government at Wheeling, have been
most amply recognized by ‘‘the proper
constitutional authorities.”” And if, in
the language of the opinion just quoted,
“its decision ig binding on every other de-
partment of the government, and would
not be questioned in a
we onght to be content. !
But the opponents of this measure ex-
press equal H{ssaﬁsfs.ct-ian with the char-
acter of the act ofadmission passed by the
Congress of the United States : and whilst
they cannot deny the power of Congress
in the premises, they assume to alle,
that this power has been exercised
an oppresive -and unconstitutional way.
They denounce the act of admisgion he-
cause we were not admitted with the Con-
stitution we 'had ordained and adopted,
without modifiedtion or conditions. = Mr.
President, I am free to say that such an
admission would have heen more accept-
able to me. But I put it to you to say
whether there ever was a law passed of
very great importance which was; in all res-
pects, perfectly aceeptable to you. It is
impossible to please all parties exactly in
any matter of imporfant legislation. The
wishes, feelings, prejudices and interests
of-others must be cansulted as well as our
own. Dr. Franklin vemarked, when about
to cast his vote in favor of the Constitu-
tion of the United States, that there were
many provisions in it which he wounld de-
sire to' e modified ; but that congidering
the views and opinions of others itwas the
best Constitution he eould get, and that
its advantages and virtues so overbalanced

its defects and viees, that he was willing

to adopt it as a whole. Well, sir, I op-
poged the adoption of the condition im-
posed upon us in the act of admission. L
preferved to have no such conditions, and
voted against them. But [was but one of
forty Senators, each of whom were enti-
tled to as much consideration as myself.
A majority of them determined to aflix the
conditions complained of to the act of ad-
miggion, and they did affix it. The resalt
wag, that I must choose between admission
withthis objectionable feature, or rejection
altogether. I could not hesitate, The

advantagesof admission thug embarrazsed, .

over total rejection were, to my mind, so
overwhelming that there was no apology
for hesitation.

But, sir, let us examine the objection
most frequently, and, as I understand,
effeetively made against this act of admis-

Jjudieial tribunal,’’

‘gion. It .is called unwarrantable—nay,
‘unconstitutional ‘‘dictation,’’ on the part

of Uongress, with matters erly cogni-
zable b?,iud belonging tot le;a}l:eoi)yleo the
State in their ‘municipal eapacity. Now,
what 18 the precise cause of offence?

In the Constitittion of the new State
there was this seetion :—

“No slave shall be brought, orfree per-
son of color be permitted to come, into
thig State for permanent residence.

The following is the substitute proposed
by Congress forthe foregoing section: ““The

‘children of slaves born within the limits
of this State after the fourth of July, eigh-

teen lundred and sixty-three, shall be
free; and all slaves within the said State
who shall, at the time aforesaid, be under
the age of ten years, shall be free when
they arrive at the age of twenty-one years;
and all slaves over ten and under twenty-

‘one years, shall be free when they arrive

at the age of twenty-five years; and no

‘slave shall be permitted to come into the

State for permanent residence therein.”
Now this is the provision® whieh has
created so much ado ; and inspired so ma-
ny jeremiades. Here is the head and front
of that tervible ‘‘dictation’’ which has been
so bitterly denounced—especially by our
friends possessing secession proclivities.
Now, gir, T frankly admit that every

‘State should be left free, within the plain
Jlimitations of the Constitution of the Uni-

ted States, to regulate its own municipal

affairs, without any interference from any
external power on the face of the earth.
Does this act of Congress infringe upon
this right? Let us see.

By the 3rd section of Article IV of the
Constitution of the United States, it is

'provided as follows:

“New States may be admitted by the
Congress into this Union ; but no new State
shaqf be formed or erected within the juris-
dietion’ of any other State; nor any State
be formed by the junetions of two or more
Btates, or partz of States, without the con-
gent of the Legislatures of the States con-
cerned as well as of the Congress.’’

Now it must, therefore, be conceded by
all that Congress had an nngualified right
to have rejected ourapplication for admis-
sion into the Linion altogether. Suppose
Congress had exercised that vight? Sup-
pose, that to ourapplication Congress had
said—Nol Yon ghall not be admitted on
any terms. Would that not have been
‘dictation,’’ according to the logie of these
objectors? And yet Congress had the
right and power to do so. But Congress
did not exercise its power so arbitrarily.
They did not ohject our suit altogether,

W




but, submitted a propositionito ug. 11Theyi
did, not assume: m.-tﬁw i

free consent.whe

2@ £ rave. would accept-or.
rejectit. They senttheir proposition bae

to the Conyention which ordained the Con- -

stitution, and if it should be, acceptable
to the Convention, then it was: te besent.
on to the peoplethemselyes for ratification
or refusal.. Why, siry what kind of'‘dic-
tation’ 1s this? It is, a4 very harmless |
“dictation’’ which'leaves us.perfactly free
to.ghey it or disregard it; ag it may. please.,
s
pulsory in the. case. Do Power
compel. ;.Q-_n-dmit 118-5-'@0&?.{30[15-'
gress has no power to eompel.us, to come:

We have-

intothe Union contrary to our own free «be passed in conformity therveto, by which,

willy,nor have they assumed to. exercise
any such.power,, ;And Lget there avethose !
who, are constantly. inflaming . the publie.
mind with the indefinite ery of */Congres-
sionalidietation)’s - o 10 o
Bat, M. President, T must be allowed
to revert.to a few historical , Faets, in con- -
neection with an admission (of new States
into the Union. . : I think we shall find that -

the, %nm nts ave neither few.nor feeble,
in which Congress has affixed conditions
to their admission. - Indeed we'shall find .
a notable i atmﬁ rior to the adeption of |
the Constitution of the United States, . In

the6th Article of the celebrated Ordinance -

of 1787 for the government, of ithe Terri-
tory of the United States north-west of the.
Ohio river, we have the following restrie-
tive econdition :—**There shall be neither
glayery nor invaluntary servitude in the
said territory.’’ And when Ohio was ad-
mitted into the Union, the fivst born of
thig great territory, the aet, of "admission
contained an express provision .in effect
thatthe people of the State should never
authorize slavery or involuntary servitude.
thereim: )iy witdite hataay

The admigsion of Migsouri occupies a
large space in the history of the nation.
The Constitution of: that State contained -
the following provision, art. 3, 26th see.
and 4th clauge thereof: ; |

* 4 It shall be the duty of the Legislature,

as so0n as may be, to pass such laws as
may be necessary to prevent free negroes
and mulattoes {rom coming to andsettling.’
in this~ State; under any pretéxt whatso-
eve:r.!l 2 il | +

You will perce

stitution, which it is proposed in the act.of
admission’ shall. be modified, ‘and - it was|
this clauge:in the Constitution of Missonri
which exeited . the. memorable econtestin
Congress, resulting in » the! admission of |

st thig proposition.
on us notens volensy but referved it to our _

' «  of the State of \Missowt into the Union: -
ko ona certain conditian.!! i1

..; Thereis nothing mandataory or coni- |«

pendix, note A).

gion of the State of. Wisconsin.
-an get was passed by Congresg finally and.

; ive that this clause is al-
most identical with the ¢lause in gur Con-

L .The-:jbint-_‘res

that Stateiby the; adoption of the following:/
resolution : vt i hosigpos s O0RT Yo
£ Resobution providing, for! the admission.
1 ! B8dat nornoieyoy

4 Resolved by the Senate and; House of
Representatives : of the, United.. States of
nteriea in . Congress -assembled, . That!:
Miﬁﬂﬂul?i' Jﬂf-hﬁﬂhy ,:__I“‘as“ﬁtli_ed] ' rmgﬂ“.‘ }L_he kg
Usion-onjan. euﬁlal footing with the erigin...,
al ‘States in all tespects whatever, ugion.
the fundamental condition that the fourth
Bli}ll.&e-_'ﬂﬂ';tha-:sti’hhtérﬁiﬂt_h- section of ithe

thind article of the, Constitution submitted. |
on-the pazt. of the said State to, Congressy. .
shall never be construed to authorize the ')
passage of any law, and | that no law shall

any citizen of either of the States inithis.
Union shall be exelnded from - the enjoy-
ment of any of .the privileges and immu-|
nities to whichsuch citizen is entitled un-

der the Constitution of the United States,

Provided, That the Legislature of the said .,
State, by -a: solemn .Eublic act, shall| de-'|
clare the; assent ,of the said State to.the

said, . fundamental : wmdmnn?_ and., shall(,
transmit {o. the(President of the United,

States, on or hefore the fourth, Monday in.
Novembernext, an'authentic copy of said,

act; upenthe receipt of which, the Presi-
den’t, : 'E?fpmlamtions. shall; .__.annnuacbi ;

the faet; and thereupon, without any fur-
ther proceeding on the part of Congress,

the admission of the said State into the
Union shall be considered as complete.”’

I refer yon also to act of Congress for
the admission of the State of Michigan .
into the Union.  This act is entitled : i

t An act to establish the boundary line:
of the State of Ohio, and, to provide for:
the admission of the State of Michigan
into the Union upon the conditions therein.

ressed. ! ; 4 toobg.0l
Bsz%qhesse conditions are express and funda- .
menial. They are declared.to he so in the
act itself. (Here Mr., W, read several ex-
tracts from said act. | See the same, Ap-

Tn 1846 Congross passed what is called |
‘¢ An enabling aet,’’ looking to the admis-
In 1847

fully admitting that State into the Union. .
Both these acts contain explicit fundamen- .
tal conditions, to be corhplied with by that!
State, before the act of admission could .
take pffect. - (Here. My, W, read sundry .
portions of said -act..,;See the same, Ap-
pendix, note B). I

olutions. of. Gongress for
the admission of Texas;formno exception,

to what was theni hecoming -almost a gen- ., *
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creval rule of Congress in their acts: mdmit: . in the said: State of West Virginda, in hd-
iiting dew States. These resolutions.don- dition to the counties alréafy enumerated
o dtain | several important: restrictions cand in the predmble 'to this act] the following
«seonditions which are worthy the consider! - counties; g7 laid  off snd ‘defined: by the
~wiation of those who seem 'to ‘be 80 jealous' Legislatura! of/thé: State of Virginia; to-
oof Congressional dictation:” Irhave them  wit : Berkeley; Jefforson; €lark, Freder-
there; but I'will'not detain the: Caonvention - itk Warren; Puge, Shenandoah, Rodking-
by veading them. =070 cootesw co0 ohamy cAugosta, Highland) Bath; Rock-
i ilimake ' one!more reference. - Itiis t6- bridge; Botetourt, Craigand Alleghany.
«ithe act of Gongress admitting the State of | Second. That 'the Convention Liereinaf-
. iKansas. 1 If T'saw proper o' go info the: ter provided forshally in‘the eonstitution
~extraordinary  ‘history » of Congressional framed: by it, make provision’ that from
- legistation!/in feference to -that State, To and afterthe fourth day of July, ‘eithteen
~«ishould be'able to: fiirnish am array of pre- - hundréd-and sixty-three, the children of
‘cellents in favor of the power of Congress all slaves:born withinthe limits of said
«+to impose conditions upor the admission State shall béfree)’ oovw o Lot oo
Lirof mew States'which it would be diffiecult - This'section implies that it was ‘compe-
0! for the 'opporients of the exercise of such | tent for Congress in'the admission of West
i f{gwief-«m-regisb.:: D owill content! myselfy  Virginia, to make it a fandamental cotidi-
olchowevery with ' a: fow . extraets:from the tion, that a large additional section of ter-
o fimal et of ‘admission. ¢ | (Here Mr: /Wi ¢ ritory, embricing sixteon counties; with a
Ofiréad what will appesr /in: the Appendix, -white populhtion” of mbte than @ hundred
Yo mobeild i uiifiiv shunob fasleili ol <as hgu-gal:;:;jj‘aﬁdfw glavé popalation of thirty
Fov Mri Presidentd Twill nét further ir‘ﬂnsa-’a#iﬁﬂyﬁﬁdhaud;ishc\ﬂﬂ?béimlmr’ It
%ltes-rbm;n:heﬂ-ﬁm"e and ‘patience ' of the also'declares that Congress hid thelpower
-l Uonvention hy the citation 'of other €on< > to make 'our admission’ depéndent on the
©gressional precedents. T am happy] how- amendment 'of our fundamental law,’ so
~severytor bet ableto add to thesehagh au- that “*the children of all slaves botn with-
o therities that of ' my able colléague in the in the limits of said State shall be free.’’
Benateof the United State, (Hon/:Jdhn 8.7 Theke dre, certainly, very important ‘gon-
= Carlile). © I have here the original-billire:: ditions: :#i‘l-‘dtﬁindmsay ‘that Congress had
«.ported by ‘the: Gomimittes -on: Territories not the power o praseribe thsm; 70
—-etg)n-athb:aﬁhﬁssiommf:wgaﬁ?\ﬁit_ imia. into: o The/geeonid’ seetion of this bill of Mr.
<rithe Union; danwn by Mrl Carlile: :That it:!iCarlile; Mr: President; 1 ¢onfess -looks a
fowap thie mature:vesult 'of - Mr:-Garlile’sers: littlo “dictatorial ;"™ for, after providing
solighténéd jundgment; -thete cancle! no' for amw eldetion:for delegatesto frume: an
doubt] for' Mr.” Senator Wade, thé: ehair{- entire new constitution for ' this proposed
man: of that: Committee, when discubsing enlarged new State, it prostriliesthe qual-
co-the question; saids <4 Hé (Mr: Carlile) of  ifications of the’ delogates'to | the Consti-
¢4l the mén in 'the Committee i3 the man  tutional Conventiony and alsa‘the famber
¢! who:pennéd-all these ' bills and’drew them 'of ' deleghtes each’ comity should Be enti-
‘dup. «iHesisitheé /maniwho investigated all: tled torelect, 'and finally provides that if
:-ithe precedents! tossee’ how far yoweonld “the:people should ratify the new Comstitu-
©goin Jthis  divection. ' It was to his'lucid tion: formed by these delegates; then the
-mind that swer were indebted for: the fact "President lof the United” States; shall}' by
i that there were no legel or constitutional - proclamation; announce the * fact; "and
- iharriers ini'the ‘way of the proposition.””  thereupon; withoutany pregentation of this
o'We ' may, therefore,  confidently refer to new Constitation to Jongresy,” the Hew
sMr. Carlilels bill ‘as containing his delib:  State shall, ipso facto; become s member
! €rate opinion 'of the constitutional power: of the Union. 1 confess I can Rardly sub-
“iof Congress in 'the "premises, and of the scribe these latter provisions as within the

expediency and propriety of 8o exereising
that-power. - aabiaot T ol
i The firstsection of thigbill iy exactly as
follows + y st dernns ol vy
‘b 1Be it enacted 'by ‘the Senate and House:
“logf Representatives of the United States of
~Americain Congress assembled, ‘That the
“ofitate of 'Weistggﬁi'rgiﬁia shall be admitted
! intorthe Tntion “on jan-equal footing with
‘= theoriginal States in alb réspectswhatever;
«oupon the following conditions; vig: v
First. Thatthere shall be included with- -

-constitutional " power of Congress. ~ But
‘then,  sir, T have to acknowledge that I
have not investigated this gection with the

«deliberation which was, doubtless bestow-

ed wpon it by Mr. Carlile. Isitniot strange
——passing " strange—Mr; President; ' that
‘any person should be either so ignorant of
the history of his own coantry, or, 5o far
the vietim ‘of prejudice or passibn; asy’in
the fuce of all these facts and precederits,

2 to’denounce the Aet of Congress admit-

ting - the Btate of ‘West Virginia into the

e O 21
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Union, as & new policy and an'invasion of

,the rights of the people?

But Mr. President, the real objection to.
this measure entertained by those opposed
to it, ig, I doubt not, that if the amend-
ment proposed by Congress shall be adop-
ted, West Virginia will become /s, frce
State.  And ks thisis a question of great
¥ractica1 importance, I shall be pardoned

or bestowing upon it a brief consideration.

Shall we, in forming this new State, or-
ganise it as a freeiState; or' as. a slave

_ State? Shall we have, only free labor, or

shall we have slave labor alse? I shall
not say whethet slavery is morally right
or morally wrong. I shall male no argu-
ment upon the morality of slavery. I
shall speale of it only in reference to the
true political economy of the new State.
The question ig, not whether slavery ought
to be abolished in East Virginia, where
there are 480,000 slaves. It isnot propo-
sed to disturb the institution there or else-
where beyond the limits of the new State,
within which there are only 7 or 8,000
slaves. All concede the right of each
State to regulate its own domestic institu-
tions. And in the exercise of thigun-
doubted . right, which affects ourselves
alone; the question arises whether we
should recognize, or exclude slavery in
organizing our new State. -

It cannot be presumed that the number
of slaves now actually owned within the
limits of the new State would be urged as
an interest of such magnitude as might
1ot be interfered with, if the general wel-
fare would be promoted hy emancipatin
them. That number.is too small to stan
in the way of the public good. - But small
as is this number, the act of admission
only affects a part of them-—not more
than half; and this half are to serve their
masters, those under ten years of age, till
they are 21, and those over 10 and under
21 years of age, till they are 25. Shall
this small interest stand hetween usand all
the advantages of a new State? Shall the
welfare and prosperity of 330,000 of our
people bé forfeited because /it might de-
prive some 2 or 3,000 people of the ser-
vice of 8 or 4,000 slaves for a part of their
Jives? May not this gmall interest be sur-
rendered for the public good, upon due
compensation being made? We go into
the quarries: and forests and fields of our
citizens and impress -teams and materials
to construct.our public roads, becanse the
public good requires it.. Shall it be aaid
we shall not remove the obgtruction of a
few hundred thousand dollars worth of
slaves outof the great highway of our State
to wealth, prosperity and power? Cer-

tainly, therefore it cannot be the value of
the property orinterests affected bythe
act of admission, which constitutes the
objection of the opponents to this meas-
ure.: It must bethe value attached to sla-
very ag an instifution, and a desire to sec
it perpetuated and diffused all through
our western counties, asg it is in the eas-
tern section of the State, which - prompts
this oppesition to a division of the State.
But granting for the sake of argument,
that slavery is all its friends claim for it,
let me ask them whether they can ever
hope o enjoy its blessings:in West Vir-
ginia? Look. at the geographicdl sit-
wation of West Virginia—located between

. the  two | great free States of Ohio and
. Pennsylvania—and it will be apparent to
"all, that slavery could never exist here to
any great extent, even if it were desirable
to haveit. The last censusshows that the
number of slaves decreaged some 2,000
during the last decade within the limits of
the proposed new State. Tt is a fact well
established by experience, that slave labor
. is not profitable in raising grain, especial-
. ly in growing and grazing stock—that for

manufacturing purposes it is entirely val- -

‘ueless. It  cannot, therefore, ever be
valuable in West Virginia, where the cli-
miate and the soil are adapted only to the
growth of cereals in a moderate degree,
but to grazing and stock raising inan em-
inent degree; but more especially are our
great interests dependent on the estab-
lishment of manufactories.  Why then
should we want slavery here? Or rather
why ghould we wish to remain conneeted
with Eastern Virginia where slayery does
exist, to be embarrassed and burdened by
laws and by a State policy well adapted to
protect and promote the interests of the
section of the State where slavery does
exist, but for that very reason not adapted
to our section of the State where slavery
does not and cannot exist? The policy of
Virginia has been to cherish slave labor:
hut we have only free labor. Shall we
forever submit to have our free labor pla-
ced on an equality with slave labor? Will
the hardy sons of toil in our mountaing
agree to that? :

Mr. President, on this great question of
glavery in its relations to political econo-
my, I cannot, with due respect to your
patience, venture into the wide field of de-
tails before me.” 1 must content myself
with general conelusions. = And in giving
you these conelugions I will not ask you
to rely on my own poor judgment; but I
will herrow the sanction of names that
will command your respect, and refer you
to facts which cannot be controverted.
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In the infancy of Virginia—when she
wis & colony—and before slavery had as-

sumed ity grelﬂér'\t' unwieldy proportions, -
and when!
‘@ secure and wide foundation for her fu-

irginia was desirous of laying

ture welfare, ag West Virginia is seeking
o' do now, the House 'of Burgesses 'de-

- elared !

" nied, where it was unhappily introdueed-
“in their infant state.

~to the lasting interests of the American-
States, and to the rights ‘of human na-
woutided by this infamous”

“The abolition of domestic slavery is
the great object of desive in these colo-

But, previous to the
enfranchisement of the slaves we have, it
is necessary to exelude all farther impor-
tationg from Afvica.  Yeét our repeated ef-
forts to effeet this, by prohibiting and by
imposing duties which might amount to
Emhibiti('m,- ligve been hitherto defeated

y his Majesty’s negative—thus preferring

the advantages of a fow British corsairs

ture, deeply

practice.’”’ r

Such was the language ‘of our fathers,
Bastern Virginia early and earnestly pro-
tested against the injustice of the mother
country in forcing the evilé of slavery
there; but it seems that we have gome
persons amongst us here in West Virginia,
that desire to embrace it as a blessing.

When we were about establishing our
nationality, George Mason, of Virginia
used this language: IS

- “8lavery discourages arts and manufiic-
tures. The poor despise labor when per-
formed by slaves. They prevent the im-
migration of whites, who really enrich
and strengthen a country. They produce
the most pernicious effects on manmers.—
Every master of slaves is born a petty
tyrant.  They bring the judgment of

eaven on a country. By an inevita-
ble. chain of canses and effects, Provi-
dence punighes national sins by national
calamitics. He lamented that some of
our-eastern brethren, from a lust of gain,
have embarked in this nefarious traftc,—
As to the States heing in possession of
the right to import, that was the case with
many other rights, now to he given up.
He held it esgential in every point of view
that the General Government should have
the power to prevent the increase of sla-
very.'!

This was the langnage of a statesman

- uttered before the judgment of men had

‘been overcome by the influences of party
spirit and sectional prejudice. Asslavery
increased in Virginia, these effects of ityso
tersely deseribed by Mr. Mason, became
more snd more apparent. I might multi-
ply the number of witnesses of equal dis-

tinetion whose testimony ig no less expli-
¢it.  In 1820-30, the public opinion of
Virginia as to the pernicious influences of
wlavery on the material and moral welfare
of the State was almost universal.  Hear
the language of a memorial addreszed to
‘The Honorable Convention of Virginia,
held in Richmond, in October, 18207
After ‘declaring that ** Virginia is in a
state of moral and politieal " retrogression
among ‘the States of the Confederacy,”’
they proceed to delineate the causes of
lier declension. Theysay: “‘Thatthe causes
heretotore freguently assigned ave the
true ones, we do not believe. If they have
any effect, ag possibly they may, it must
be extremely small and partial. We hum-
bly suggest our belief that the elavery
which exists, and which, with gigantic
strides, is gaining ground among us, is, in
truth, the great efficient cause of the mul-
tiplied evils which we deplore. ~ We ean-
not concdive that there iz any other canse
sufliciently operative to paralyze the ener-
gies of 4 people so magnanimous, to neu-
tralize the blessings of Providence includ-
ed in the gift of a land so happy in its
soil, its climate, its minerals and its
waters ; and to annul the manifold advan-
tages of our republican freedom and geo-
graphidal position. If Virginia has already
fallen from her high estate; and if we have
assigned the true cause of her fall, it is
with the utmost anxiety that we look to
the fature, to the fatal termination of the
seene,  As we value our domestic happi-
nesg, ag our hearts yearn for the prosper-
ity of our offepring, as we pray for the
guardian care of the Almighty over our
country, we earnestly inquive what shall
be done to avert the impending ruin? The
efficient cause of our ealamities is vigor-
ously increasing in magnitude and poten-
cy, while we wake and while we sleep.
The outlets, for draining off a portion of
this pestiferons population of slaves, are
fast closing against us.  Inthe meantime
our white people are removing in multi-
tudes to distant regions, and those who ré-
main seem destined to heeome martyrs to
their love of Virginia, exposed to foreign
enemies, to ecivil feuds, and to domestic
insurrectioms; without the physieal ability
indigpensable to their own preservation.’”
But the evily like a cancer too long neg-
lected, has so enlarged itself, and so
thrust its poisonous roots into the vital
art of the body politic, as that the most
skillful statesman feared, that its removal
might prove fatal to the life of the com-
monwealth.
It was on the floor of that Convention,
in 1829, composed of & body of men than
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whom the world never pregented more:il-
. lustrious—of a Madison, a Monroe, a Mar-
| shall, a Doddridge, a Randolph, a Bar-
i bour, and others a little less distinguished, .
! . that Benjamin Watkins Leigh, the intellec-

tual peer of them all, used this memor-
_able language : hidgmpio i od]

. *%1 wish, indeed, that I had been born
in a land where domestic and negro. slave-
.y is unknown. I wish that Providence.

had spared my country this moral and po-!
. Iiticalpevil. It.is supposed that our slave .
labor enables us to live in luxury and ease,
without industry, without ecare. Sir, the
evil of slavery is greater to the master
~than to the slave.! = . .. - 0
This, sir, was the Janguage of that great.
man, uttered in a speech wherein he was,
“resisting  the ,abo];i'ls ment of slavery—re-.
. sisting it because he believed. the evil, on.
saccount of its extent and.peculiar rela-
tiong; to be irremediable. Will we of West.
Virginia not be wise and avoid such an.
_evil while we may? .
... But, sir, I wish {o refe
(of fact pertinent in this connection.. In.
+:1840 the total population of Vi
974,622 of Ohio, 230,760, Tn 1
_population of Ohio  was- 1,980,320
irginia, 1,696
population during fifty years in Ohio was
1,759,569, whilst. in Virginia it was only.
- 641,696.  And yet, in extent of territory,
in variety and value of mineral resources,
in natural commercial facilities and ad-
vantages, in climate, andin all the natural
~clements of wealth and. progperity, Vir-
inia vastly excelled Obiov . How; there-
. fore, are we to account.for the rapid pro-
gress of the latier beyond the, former.
There is but one answer—slavery.  Look.
_.at the rich, inexbaustible mineral - resour-
-cos of West Virginia—our iron, coal, oil,.
. slumbering beneath our hills, cropping out.
. on our mountain, sides, everywhere invit-
. ing the hands of industry and develop-
ment. hat has_paralyzed. that hand ?
What has kept capital, and skill, and pop-
ulation from our midst?  Why are our pe-
rennial streams forever wasti away un-
. _a}eﬁll'upl'iated and useless?  Why are we
without roads and markets except where.
foreign enterprise has come to our relief?
The answer 13, the same—slavery.. Shall
we still cling to the instrumentality of our
impovershment now when we have an op-
| portunity of eseaping from it? Or, rather,
| will we not say to capital, and skill, and
labor, come—open our mines, build our
| roads, people our valleys, make us rich
| and prosperous, and powerful. - This al-
Which shall

il ternative is now before us.
I we choose?

r $0 some matters .
1@'!}1& %& LﬂﬁiL@OHIf- hﬂ&k,—s ..« P”_.;; i':f_.l.' =k
860 the.

318, so that the inerease of /parison,

(very i=—"*Missouri ,commence

Ohipat the same-time had, 230,760,
s 7;.13, W ﬂﬂ Q

¢ But I wish to institute “some: further
comparisonsg. In 1790 the total population
of Virginia was 748,318—of ﬁew York
340,120 or 408,198 less than that of Vir-
{jum- In 1860 the; population of New

ork was 8,880,735 _ Virginia 1,596,-
318, or 2,284,417 less than that of New
York. Do you suggest that a large pro-
portion of this greatinerease of population
in the State of New York is eomposed of
the people-of the city of New York, and
45 Virginia. is_an agricultural State, the

‘comparison I have nstituted is not.a fair

one? But I agk why is not the eity of New
York at. Norfolk—or rather, why iz not

- Norfolk what the city of New York is?

and more than it is 7. The harhor at New
York is better. - The geographieal position
is.better whether for foreign or domestic
commerce, - ‘Why, then, is not the'wealth,
population and power, political and phy-
sical, of New York, in the genial elime of
Virginia instead of on; the icy shores of
the North river? Why is not, Virginia
the empire State of theconfederacy te-day,
vather than-New York? . The same answer

X
Mis-

... The Hon:iJohn B. Henderson.

)jn0f .-m;i,-hteigﬁnﬁti.tutﬁéisthe following com-

stugsing in, the Senate. of the
Tnited States the eeonomical effects of sla-
i hex career
as a Btate in 1520, with a population of
66,557 inhabitants. Illinois at the same
time had but 55,162... Forty years elapse,
and Missouti, with superior advantages,
presents a pepulation of 1,182,317, while
IHinois shows | 1,711,753.  The ratio of
inereasein Illineis for the ten, years pre-
ceding 1860 was 101 per cent., while that
of Miszouni was but 73 percent.., In. 1810
Kentueky, had'a population of 406 1%1.
¥
ass'hy, and Kentucky has 1,155.-

Tio shows 2,330,500, In. 1810
the population  of, Kentucky is nearly

yedrs

~double that of Ohio; in: 1860 the popula-

tion of Ohio is. more: than double of that
of Kentucky. :-Tha_ifa.nts-are-?lain.. What
is the cause? [Isit slavery?'’, i

I beg leave also to refer to an interesting
article recently publizhed by Hon. Robert
J. Walker; whose public lifs,  national
reputation, political antecedents and emi-
nent abilities, entitle his opifiions to the
highest congideration in this econnection.
He extends the ecompagison. between TIlli-
nois and Missouri to the value of lands,
extent of internal improvements, cities,
and  to agrieulture, manufactures and
we_alth;:a.n% roduces an sarray of figures
and facts ini&v.or-o.f free Iabor over slave




- Bldve outside of our own horders,
- leave slavery in Eastern Virginia precigely

- Hastern Virginia.on the west; mark

a8 such: would ‘only be obedient to the
-.commands: i

What trade; or traffie or commerecial in-
«terest of East Virginia would this separa-
{stion-injure? - None at all: For wenever member hiz noble defense-of West Wir-

9

labor- that is startling.
Note D} . : o=

- ‘Mr.! President, there is no sophistry
which: evér can evade the logic of these
lain facts. I donot know how any can-
}'d}id-m'inn can fail to see the advantages to

(See Appendix,

- West. V'ixﬁ'inia of a separate State organi-
szations

: detrimental to any interest of Eastern Vir-
- ginia. - If it would be, we might pause—
«we might hesitate. But it willnot, eannot

ot willithis gseparation be at all

be. Itwill not affect the title to a single
It will

as itwas andasitis. Itwill derange no mu-

itual intemst-‘h'for there islittle that iscom-

mon to both sections. The Alleghany
Mountains are: the natural boundary of
out
by the Almighty hand- Their recognition

“vof  dature and. Providente.

had any commercial relations with that
dection of the State, and never can have.
What sdeial relations or intevests would

~bé disturbed?. None. The social habits
o and characteristies of the two sectionsare
radically different.. In thé Bast:the:tdne

" least hds been in regarding them ag'some-
thing better than they really are. They
-.are: by naturé menials, and fitted only
- for 'menial  duties. I’f'ﬁqy are in open
~and flagrant insurrection against their
natural - lords - and 'masters; the gentle-
 men of the South. In the exercises oftheir
-agsumed privileges they deport-themselves
withall the extravagant airs, the indolence,
| the eruelty, the cowardice, and love of ra-
pine ‘which have ever characterized the
revolt of slaves.  The former leniency of
~their masters only serves to aggravate the
' ferocity of their natures.  When théy are
again reduced to subjection, and tanght to
know their place, we; must take icare to
put such trammels about them that they
“will mever have an opportunity to play
these tricks again’—HRichmond Whig./
‘- Against these arrogantassumptions and
~-the poliey;growing out of them, we have

< heen warring for the last forty years.  /

Sir 1 réjoice tosee here my distingnish-
~ed foend. - (Coll ‘Smith). Well «doI ve-

gittiasin the Convention of 1851, Well'do
—I remember how his manly, honest voice
was raised in' the Capital of the Bidte
ragainst the despotism of the eastern major-
“ityihased on slavery, when  that:majority
~were attempting to- fasten on him and-his

of society is aristoeratic; in the West it'isy ‘children; and upon us:ally, the nefaridus

L democratie; In the East white: labor is
- not:reputable ; and in the West the toilers:
in-our fields and factories acknowledge no:

i social inferiority.. It was when speaking

«'of what he called the ;‘?}em‘antry?

- West, that Benjamin- W

+of the
atking Leighy in
thie: - Constifutional! Convention of 1529,
‘said that.in political economy slaves fill
exactly the same placeas the white lahor-
ersiof the Wekt. . *‘What real share,"” said

this illustriond Irepresentative of the aris-
_tocratic -sentiment of . Eastern Virginia,

(#*'What real ghare, so fir asmind is con-
cerned, doeg any man suppose the peas-
antry of the West % #  * % eanor
will take in the affairs of State?’

ter and Piedmont districts of the: State at

< that time—an assumption of social and
—politieal superiority -based on slave labor
.and slave property.
.ment at-all'abated. It was at the bottom

Nor has this senti-

of the present rebellion. Tt rankles to-

i:day in the boswm of 'the aristogracy of
+ Hast Virginia, and of the -whole South,

more intensely than ever before. Mark
'the language of the Richmond Whig of a
late date. ' It is but the index of what is
called in East Virginia ‘‘The ruling elass ;"

# We have committed many errors in
our treatment of the Yankees: Not the

Yes,
sir, this was the sentiment of the Tidewa-

2iprineiples of 'the mixed basis of ‘repregén-
siBtion. 000,58 vl eIt T sieiE
Doifiot these perpetual eonflictsand an-
~fagonisms of copiniond ‘and 'policy consti-
- tifute nnanswerable Teasons for distinct
rannicipal ofganizations of the: two. sec-
tiohs? Do they not point to'a divikion of
the State ag s means of peacey and of
establishing harmonionsrelations between
. the two:seetions, by leaving each free to
regulate-its own:municipal concerns: ac-
cording to its own will and wishes?

Look atthe map of Virginia.- All over
 the State east of iﬁ)re Alleghanies you gee
a net-work of railroads, affording every
needful facility of transportation and tra-
vel,  West of those mountains there is not
a mile: of such! facilities econstructed on
State account; or by the authority of the
State. Even the representatives in ounr
- Legislature have been compelled to travel

far away through other Btates and districts
i order to Teach our own - Capital. Do

weactually lovethese embarrassments and

disabilities so well that we are determined
| to entail them on our children forever?

But, sir,: I am told that all the mighty

advantages and blessings of a separate
State ‘organization, - will ' bé more” than
' eounterbalanced by the evil of — what?
What is the unfortunate drawback in thése
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magnificent prospects of West Virginia?
Why, sir, it is alleged that we shall be
overrun with free negroes! . I have learn-

ed that this objection has been geriously.
urged by some men—that there are those.

in_our midst, who have actually ventured
so,far upon the supposed eredulity, and
want, of common sense of the people, as
to address to them such an argument as
this, - Sir, I beg pardon for this style and
tone of expression. I mean. no offence to
any person. But I confess that lam un-

_able to restrain the expression of min-

gled surprige and indignation at this bald

attempt to abuse the minds of the people i

by a fallacy so transparent. Why, sir,
where are the free negroes to come from
that are to overrun us? Not from East
Virginia. - The divigion of the State will
not affeet the status of slavery east of the
Alleghenies. If the free negroes in Hast
Virginia have hitherto declined to come
to \ﬁ'est Virginia, why should they come
now or hereafter? Will they come from
Ohio? What is there in \-@est Virginia

that would attract free negroes from Ohio?.

Would they come from Pennsylvania ?—
There is no more reason why they should
abandon Pennsylvania than Ohio to come
into West Virginia. Where, where, Lask
again, are the free negroes to come from
that are to overrun us? There are only
36,000 free negroes in all the populous
State of Ohio, and only 56,000 in the
great State of Pennsylvania. There is
nothing in the soil or climate of West Vir-
ginia to attract a free negro, but much to
repel him. Besides the kind of labor
which will be required here, will not he of
a character to induce his employment.

But supposing we had an attractive soil
and elimate for the free negro—supposing
we were surrounded by States where free
negroes abounded—supposing free ne-
groes began to immigrate into our bor-
ders, what then? Could we not by a
change in our organie law easily provided
under our Constitution, or by a simple
statute, prohibit them from coming into
our midst, ag Indiana, Illinois, and per-
haps other States have done? Does not
the merest tyro know so much as this?—
The people have only to say to their rep-
resentatives in the Legislature, pass such a
law. The whole question is completely
under their control. And yet there is an
effort made to get up a clamor about the
danger of frec-negro-ism. Sir, I should
be ashamed to attempt such a fraud upon
the public credulity.

But, Sir, I am happy to say that the
work 18 afready done. The people and
their representatives, have already ;been

relieved of the necessity of prohibit-
ing free negroes from coming into our
new State when' it is organised. Yes,
sir, by the law as it now stands, and will
stand the very moment our: admission is
complete, it ‘will absolutely require the
passage of a law to authorise it, before a
single free negro outside of our territory,
dare attempt to become aresident amongst

us. That such is the fact every lawyer:

knows, and he who does not know it, is
not well qualified to teach the people.

In chapter 198, section 32; of 'the Code
of Virginia we have this explicit provis-

on:
“* No free megro shall migrate into this
State.”

In chapter 107, s:ectidﬁll, of the same:

Code, we have another provision in these
words:

Y No negro emancipated since the first
day of May, 1806, or hereafter, or claim-
ing his right to freedom under a negro so
emancipated, shall, after being twenty-one
years of age, remain in this State without
larful permission.”’

I may refer to other provisions in the
Code of Virginia. In section 81, chapter
198, is the following clause—‘‘Any free
person who shall bring a free negro into
this State, shall be confined in jail and
fined.”’

It ig also provided in section 32 of said
chapter, that—*If a free negro not au-
thorized by law to do so, come into, or re-
main in this State, any person may, and
every sheriff, sergeant, and constable is
required, to apprehend and carry him be-
fore some justice, who shall reguire him
to pay one dollar to the person apprehend-
ing him, and give bond in a penalty not
less than $100, to leave the State in ten
days and not return. If the free negro
fail to pay the fee aforesaid, or give said
bond, he may, by order of the justice be
pupished ‘with stripes, and re;peated 80
long as he remains in the State.”

T say nothing of the humanity and pro-
priety of these provisions. But surely
those apprehending danger from the in-
flux of free megroes, could not devise

more stringent measures to prevent it—

And now, sir, I refer you to article 11,
gection 8, of tile new State Constitution.
It reads thus: »

“Such parts of the Common Law and
of the Laws of the State of Virginia, as
are in force within the boundaries of the
State of West Virginia, when this Consti-
tution goes into operation, and are not re-
pugnant thereto, shall be and continue
the laws of this State until altered or re-
pealed by the Legislature,”
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What then will be the effect of the ad-
misgion of the new State into the Union,
on this guestion? It will be this, that
thereafter no free negro can come inte
West. Virginia, nor can those who are now

in.it, or who, under the operation of the.

condition proposed by Congress, if adop-
ted by us, will hereafter become free, re-
main in -1t, unless they chall get permis-
sion according to law—that is to say, no
free negro outside of the new State can
come into it, and all those in it, may be
compelled to leave it. And yet we are
warned not to vote for the new State, be-
cause if we are admitted under the act of
Congress we shall be inundated with free
negroes. Sir, where does this warning
voice come from? But, sir, I will not
longer detain the Convention in exposing
the fallacy of a pretext so flimsey.

There 13 another objection invented to
embarrass this great measure. It may be
well enough to bestow upon it a passing
notice. Appeals are being made, I un-
derstand, to the fears of the people lest
they should, by voting for the new State,
involve themselves in debt by an increase
of expenditures in the construction of the
necessary public buildings, &e. Of course,
siry this will involve some expense; not,
however, exceeding a few hundred thou-
sand dollars. I will venture the assertion,
that the simple act of complete admission
as.an independent State will, on the very

moment it takes place, increase the value:

of every tax payers’ estate, within the
limits of the new commonwealth, to the
amount of five hundred per cent. on what,
he will ever be required to pay for all the
public buildings and expenses of organ-
izing the new State. I believe, sir, that
on the day when we shall be finally and
completely made an independent State of
the Union, every landholder within our
borders will be worth more, by an aver-
age of from twenty-five to forty per cent.,
than he was the day before. And every
merchant and mechanic will have secured
to.him the certain prospect of an increased
and better business, greater by a hundred
fold than ever they enjoyed before. Such
an_objeetion, when contemplated in the
light of the greatand manifold advantages
of a new State, sinks into insignificance.
As to our assumption of a just und
equitable proportion of the debt of Vir-
ginia, existing at the time of the ordin-
ance of secession, that is eminently right
and proper. We should not deserve to be
admitted into the Union on any other
terms. = Any attempt to evade this would
be dishonorable. = But, sir; how will our
admisgion ag a new State increase our lia-

i i i i

bilities in this behalf? = If we remain un-
divided, will we not' be made to pay our
equitable proportion of that debt of Vir-
ginia? Nay, if the policy of the Eastern
majority of our legislative 'councils shall
be hereafter as it has been heretofore, we
shall be made to pay more than our equit-
able proportion of that debt. The same
diseriminating and. unfriendly legislation
against which we have been remunsttating
for forty years, will be fastened on us an
our posterity forever. - We shall simply
be tax-payers to build roads and canals
for the benefit of that sectional majority
who have no identity with usin geograph-
ical location, social habits, or commercial
relations, and not much in political prin-
ciple.. Shall we still, and forever, with
canine doeility and compliance, continue
to lick the rod with which we have been
beaten?

But, sir, thig is not all. We shall, by
remaining in the old State, not only be hi-
able to the payment of our pro rafashare
of the publicdebt of Virginia, as it exist-
ed when the ordinance of gecession was
pasgsed, but we shall also be subjected to
the payment of, at least, a proportioned
share of the enormous debt which Virgin-
ia has incurred since the passage of that
ordinance. It was bad enough to he
compelled to pay taxes to build railroads
and internal 1mprovements on the other
side of the Blue Ridge, which few of us
would ever be able to see, and none of us
ever derive any henefit from. I sayit was
hard enough to be compelled to pay that
old debt. But it was contracted accord-
ing to law. The good faith of the State
was pledged, in lawful form, to redeem it,
and, therefore, no good citizen dare shrink
from- the obligation to pay it. = But what
obligation is there resting upon us loyal
West Virginians to agsume this new debt?
How and for what purpose has it been
created? To forge weapons to slaughter
our fellow-citizens, our fathers, and sons,
and brothers! To raise means to destroy
our property, our lives, and our liberties!
Yes, sir, it was for these hellish purposes
this new debt has been created. And that
these purposes have been but too fully ac-
complished, let the blood of thousands of
our fellow-citizens, shed by the murder-
ous hands of the Eastern soldier and West-
ern guerrillas, this day crying from the
earth to Heaven, answer. Look upon the
ashes of many a happy homestead ; look
upon the anguish of many a stricken
heart; upon the widowhood and orphan-
age all through our once happy hills and
homes. These are the results contempla-
ted and accomplished by the erection of
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this new debt of Virginia. Where is the
man that will advise the people of West
Virginia to be taxed to pay such a debtas
this? Whereis he? And yet, o curely
as we remain in Virginia, undivided, so
surely will we be compelled to pay thig
new debt.  The men who would create
such a debt for such purposes, will not
hesitate to make us pay for it after these
purposes are accomplished.  And what is
the amount of this new debt? What will
it be when the war is terminated? No
human being can now tell. The debt of
Virginia, when the ordinance of secession
was passed, was at least forty millions, Tt
is now, perhaps, eighty millions. If the
war lasts a year longer it will be a hun-
dred millions. And yet there are those
who are 'advising the people that they
should resist the admission of the new
State because it would involve the expen-
diture of a few hundred thousand dollars
in the construction of public buildings,
&e.; whilst, by adhering to the old State,
and rejecting separation, it will subject
them to the burden of &4 newand addition-
al debt contracted ginee the ordinance of
secession, amounting to fifty or sixty, or
perhaps, a hundred millions of dollars.
Give us anew State, and our existing rates
of taxation will be lessened. Remain as
we are, and they must necessarily be in-
creased more than a hundred fold. * 1 can-
not appreciate such economy as this.

Mr. President, there are those who are
go uncharitable as to suppose that under-
lying these specious but fallacious objee-
tions, there is concealed a secret hope
that the rebellion will suceeed, and that
West Virginia will be dragged into the
Southern Confederacy, like the eaptive
princess chained to the triumphal car of
the ancient Roman conqueror? Can it
be possible that these pretexts are assumed
to cover up 4 design so disloyal and fratri-
cidal? Are they mere diversions of the
enemy to distract our ‘attention from the
true issues?

Why, Mr. President, what would be the
condition of the people of West Virginia
in & Southern Confederacy?—with all our
waters, with most of our trade ‘and traffic
and travel, flowing into the North 7—with
little or no trade, or travel, or commerce,
or social intercourse with the remainder of
even our own State? Cui off from all
these advantages by impassable geograph-
ical and natural barriers, notto be over-
come by any available amount of capital
or gkill—compressed like a driven wedge
between the two mighty States of Ohio
and Pennsylvania, wﬁic , if hostile to us,
could sweep us away as with a “*besom of

destruction,’” before relief could reach us?
And wounld not these States be hostile?
Does not universal history teach us this
significant lesson, that no eontiguous peo-
ple; speaking the same language, possess-
ing the same religion, accustomed to the
same civil institutions, ever did live, in
peace, under distinet and independent
governments, with no natural bharriers to
separate them. Perpetual war or consol-
idation is the inevitable result of such a
condition. - H

Sir, we have recently heard a great cry
for peace. No man more earnestly de-
sires peace thanI do. But, sir, there is
no peace but in the union of these States.
Disunion is perpetual war. To establish

two. confederacies of the United States is

to inaugurate a war which will have no"

end, save in the utter destruetion of each,
or in their consolidation into one govern-
ment; and such a consolidated govern-
ment, would, most probably, be a military
degpotism. Let West Virginia, therefore
be attached to a Southern Confederacy,

‘and we would be the prey and the sport of
‘hogtile neighbors; or if any attempt were

made to protect ug, we should be the mere

‘battle ground of the opposing powers, and
be crushed beneath the iron heel of war.
In this event, frowning forts would cast

their dark shadows frem either shore up--

on the peaceful bosom of the beautiful
Ohio, where hitherto we have only heen

rivals in trade and commerce and good

fellowship. Standing armies would line
these shores from Ceredo to New Cum-
berland, and from New Cumberland to
the Fairfax stone; and we might as rea-
gsonably expect luxuriant verdure where
the blasts of the sirocco sweep across the
Arabian deserts, as that the arts and pur-
suits of peace should flourish in West Vir-
ﬁinia, under such malign influences. Sir,

ow long would it be before frowning bat-

tlements would crown those Ohio hills,
onder in sight commanding your city 7—
%OW long before your eity would be in
ruing, and your wives and children home-
less and houseless? We should but re-
roduce the history of the wars and deso-
ations of the Scottish border—happy, if
at last, after centuries of rapine and mur-
der, and the unceasing conflict of armies,
we should acknowledge the folly of our
unnatural separation, by again ‘‘joining
together,” as did Great Britain and Scot-
land, that which God and nature had or-
dained should never **be put asunder.”’
Mr. President, I feel that I have tres-
passed too long on the patience of the
Convention. Other topics suggest them-
selves for consideration; but 1 forbear to

4+
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discuss them. I beg leave to submit a
few remarks of a general character, and
then I shall have done.

The adroit opponents of this great
measure, despairing, pethaps; of the sue-
cess of their -arguments; are bestirring
themselves to enlist in their behalf the
passions and prejudices of party politics.

Sir, what have party polities to do with'
the divigion of the State? Will any man
be less a Demoerat, or Whig or Republi-

“panafterthe admission of the new State in-
to the Unionthan he wasbefore? Will not
all offices, Federal, State, and County, be
precisely under the same control after ad-
mission ag they were before? Do you, or

do T '‘condemn the President’s emancipa-

tion proclamation? Or his suspension of
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus?
Are we dissatisfied with his policy in ref-
erence to slavery? Surely the admission
* of the new State cannot be construed into
“an approval or disapproval of any of these
“things. It has no connection with them
whatever. We shall be as free to approve
‘or eondemn in the new State as in the old.
Tt will not change our relations in the
slightest degree, towards the President ox
“his policy, or towards any party, or pol-
icy. Let the question, therefore, stand or
fa{l upon its own merits. Letnot the peo-
ple be deceived by the clamor of artful
political leaders, who, underthe guise of
ps,rtr fealty, are seeking to defeat'a meas-
ure having no connection with party poli-
ties, but which is of vital -importanee to
the interests of all. 1 trnst, therefore,
that we will not suffer ourselves to be be-
trayed by any such mischievous devices;
but shutting’ our ears to all these falze
guggestions, and turning our eyes away
from the dreary scenes of the past, we
will listen to the voice of duty alone, and
fix our eyes only upon the bright pros-
pects awaiting us in the future, if we do
but accept the rich hoon of proffered in-
dependence before us. Sir,lf do feel that
the long and chilly night of western des-
titution and demoralization is passing
“away forever: and that a new era is dawn-
ing upon us—an era of light and life
which shall quicken the long dormant en-
ergies of our people, reveal and develope

the abounding treasures everywhere hid-
den beneath our mountains and valleys,
attract labor and capital and gkill from ev-
ery quarter of the land, and elevate us to

“that condition of moral, intellectual and
'pilysical-"proslgérity--ﬁ,pd happiness which

we have a right to enjoy.

But we still hear it said in certain quar-
ters—*‘Wait for the proper time.'” Sir,
now is the proper time. This same ob-
jection has Eeen urged from the beginning;
and it was in reply to it that Mr. Carlilein
August, 1861, in the Convention then held
in this eity, so foreibly said—

SWhy, sir, T was surprised to hear gen-
tlemen enumerate difficulty after difficulty,
all of which, as was said on yesterday by
my friend from this city, (Mr. Paxton,)
have existed and will continne to exist
throughout all time with the exception of
embarrassment to the administratiod in
this struggle. The reasons are assigned
3 (%'ent!etﬁgnr who tell us they are in favor

ivision at a pr time, and that pro-
per time is when all Virginia is represent-
ed in the Legislatore, and that time will
he when you never can get the consent of
the Legislature. Now, sir, I have my own
views about the position of gentlemen
when they tell me they are in favor of a
division of the State and say they intend to
postpone it until they never can get the
consent of the Legislature.””

Has anything occurred since that time
to render the admonition of Mr. Car-
lile less necessary now than it was
then? No, sir. ]{‘et us, therefores not be
deceived by this clamor for delay. Why
should we hesitate to accept the great ad-
vantages before us? We have complied
with every requisition of the law. We
have fulfilled every constitutional obliga-
tion. And now wealth, and popular edu-
cation, and material and moral progress
and developement, and political equality,
and prosperity in every department of
political economy, so long withheld from
ug, are all within our grasp. The *‘golden
moment'’ has come at last. If we fail to
improve it we shall deserve the degrada-
tion in which our folly will have forever
involved us. ] '
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MICHIGAN,

Note 4. — ““An act to establish the
Northern boundary line of the State of
Ohio, and to provide for the admission of
the State of Michigan into the Union upon
the conditions therein expressd.’

‘Sec. 2. And be it further enacted,
that the Constitution and State Govern-
ment which the people of Michigan have
formed for themselves, be, and the same
is, hereby accepted, ratified and confirm-
ed; and the said State of Michigan shall
be, and is, hereby declared to be one of
the United States of America, and is here-
by admitted into the Union on an equal
footing with the original States, in all
respects whatsoever: Provided always,
and this admission is upon the express con-
dition that the said State shall consist of,
and have jurisdiction over all the territory
included within the following houndaries,
to-wit: Beginning, &e., &e.

“See. 3. And be it further enacted,
That as a compliance with the fundamen-
tal eqndition of admission, contained in
the last preceding section of this act, the
boundaries of the said State of Michigan,
as in that section described, declared and
established, shall receive the assent of a
Convention of Delegates elected by the
people of said State, for the sole purpose
of giving the assent herein required ; and
as soon as the assent herein required shall
be given, the President of the United
States shall announce the same by procla-
mation; and thereupon without any fur-
ther proceeding on the part of Congress
the admigsion of the said State into the
Union, as one of the United States of
Ameriea, on an equal footing with the
original States, in all respects whatever,
shall be considered as complete.”’

WISCONSIN.

Note B.—In 1846 Congress passed what
“is called an ‘‘enabling act'’ for the ad-
mission of this State. The 7th section of
that act is as follows:—
“That the following propositions are
hereby submitted to the &nvention which
shall assemble for the pupose of forming a

Constitution for the State of Wisconsin,
for aceeptance or rejection ; and if accep-
ted by said Convention, and ratified by an
article in said Constitution, they shall be
obligatory on the United States.”—Then
follow five distinet propositions and re-
strictive conditions, granting certain lands,
per centage on sales oflands, &c., &c., the
whole concluding with a proviso in the
following words: ‘“Provided, that the fore-
going propositions herein offered are on
the condition that the said Convention
which shall form the Constitution of said
State, shall provide by a clause in said
Constitution, or an ordinance, irrevocable
without the consent of the United States,
that the said State shall never interfere
with the primary disposal of the soil with-
in the same by the United States, nor
with any regulations Congress may find
necessary for securing the title in such
soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and
that no tax shall be imposed on lands the
property of the United States; and that
in no case shall non-resident proprietors
be taxed higher than residents.”’

The act of Congress finally admitting
the State of Wisconsin, approved March
3, 1847, contained the following sections:

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That
the agsent of Congress is hereby given to
the resolutions by said Convention, and
appended to said Constitution, and the
acts of Congress referred to in said. reso-
Iutions are hereby amended, so that the
lands thereby granted and the proceeds
thereof, and the five per centum of the net
proceeds of the public lands, may be held
and disposed of hy said State in the man-
ner and for the purposes recommended by
said Convention: Provided, however, that
the liabilities incurred by the Territorial
Government of Wisconsin, under the act
entitled “‘an act to grant a quantity of land
to the Territory of %irfisconsin for the pur-
poses of opening a canal to connect the wa-
ters of Lake Michigan with those of Rock
river,”’ shall be paid and discharged by
said State; and provided further, that the
even numbered sections along the route of
said proposed canal shall be brought into
market and sold at the same minimum
price, and subject tothe same rights of pre-
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emption to all the seitlers thereon at the
passage of this aet, as other public lands of
the United States.

“Sec. 4 And be it further enacted, That
it is made and declared to be a fundamen-
tal condition of the admission of the State
of Wisconsin into the Union, thatthe Con-
stitution adopted at Madizson on the 16th
day of December, 1846, shall be assented
‘to by the qualiﬁ-e& electors in the manner
and at the time prescribed in the 9th sec-
tion of the 20th article of said Constitu-
tion, and as soon as such_assent shall be
given, the President of the United States
shall announee the same by proelamation,
and therefrom, and without any further
proceedings on the part of Congress, the
admission of said State of Wisconsin into
the Union, on an equal footing in all re-
sﬁ&cts whatever with the original States,
shall be considered as complete.”

KANBAS,

Note C.— “Wuereas, the people of
Kansas did by a Convention of }]))e[l;gates
assembled at Lecompton the Tth day No-
vember, 1857¢ for that purpose, form for
themselves a Constitution and State Gov-
ernment which is republican; and whereas,
at the same time and place said Conven-
tion did adopt an ordinance, which ordi-
nance asserts that Kansas when admitted
as a State, will have an andoubted right to
tax the lands within her limite belonging
to the United States, and proposes to re-
linguish said asserted right, if certain eon-
ditions get forth in said oréinance, be ae-
cepted 'and agreed to by the Congress of
the United States; and whereas, said Con-
gtitution and ordinance have been presen-
ted to Congressby order of said convention,
and admission of said territory into the
Union thereon as a State, requested; and
whereas, said Ordinance is not acceptable
to Congress, and it is desirable to ascertain
whether the people of Kansas coneur in
the changes in said ordinance hereinafter
stated, and desire admission into the Union
as a State, as herein proposed :

Therefore, be it enacted, &c., That the
Htate of Kansas be and is hereby admitted
into the Union on an equal footing with
the original States, in all respects what-
ever, but upon this fundamental condition
preeedent, namely: That the question of
admission with the following propositions
in lien of the ordinance framed at Le-
compton, be submitted to a vote of the
people of Kansas and assented to by
them, or a majority of the voters voting at
an election to be held for that purpose,
namely: (Here follow five distinct pro-

positions, concluding with the following
proviso):

Provided, The foregoing propositions
herein offered are on the condition that
said State of Kansas shall never interfere
with the primary disposal of the lands of
the United States, or with any regulations
which Congress may find necessary for se-
curing the title in said soil to bona fide
purchasers thereof, and that no tax shall
be imposed on lands belonging to the
Unitej’ States, and that in no case ghall
non-resident proprietors be taxed higher
than residents,’” &e., &e.

Note D. Extraet from an article re-
]t;ently published by Hon. Robert J. Wal-

er.

AREA.

The area of Missouri is 67,380 square
miles, being the fourth in rank, as to area,
of all the States. The area of Illinois is
55,4056 square miles, ranking the tenth.
Missouri, then, has 11,975 square miles
more than Illinois. This excessis greater
by 749 square miles than the aggregate
area of Massachusetts, Delaware and
Rhode Island, containing in 1860 a popu-
lation of 1,517,902. The population of
Missouri per square mile in 1810 exceeded
that of Illinois .08: but, in 1860, the pop-
ulation of Missourl per square mile was
17.54, ranking the twenty-second, and that
of Ilinopis 80,90, ranking the thirteenth.
Iliinois, with her ratio to the square mile,
and the area of Missouri, Wcmﬁl have had
in 1860 a population of 2,082,052; and
Missouri, with her ratio, and the area of
Tllinoig, would have had in 1860 a popula-
tion of 971,808, making a difference in fa-
vor of Illinois of 1,110,289, instead of
520,939. The absolute increase of popula-
tion of Tllinpis per square mile, from 1850
to 1860, was 15.54, and of Missouri 7.43,
Tllinois ranking the sixth in this ratio and
Missourithe fourteenth. These facts prove
the vast advantages that Missouri possess-
ed in her larger area as compared with
Illinois.

But Missouri,in 1810, we have seen, had
nearly double the population of Illinois.
Now, reversing their numbers in 1810,
the ratio of increase of each remaining
the same, the population of Illinois in
1860 would have been 2,905,014, and of
Missouri, 696,983. If we bring the greater
area of Missouri as an element into this
calculation, the population of Illinois
in 1860 would have exceeded that of Mis-
souri more than two millions and a half,

MINES.

By census tables 9, 10, 13 and 14, Mis-

souri produced in 1860 pig iron of the
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value of $575,000; Illinois, none; bar
and rolled iron, Missouri, $635,000; Illi-
nois, none; lead, Missouri, $356,660; T1-
linoig, $72,963; coal, Missomi, $8,200;
Mlinois, $964,187; copper, Missouri,
6,000;  Illinois, nonme. . As to mines,
then, Missouri has. a decided advantage
over Illinois. Indeed, the iron mountains
of Misgsouri are unsurpassed in the world.
That Illinois approaches so near to. Mis-
sourl in mineral products, is owingto her
railroads and canalg, and not to equal nat-
uraladyantages. The number of mileg of
railroad in operation in 1860 was 2,867 in
Illinois, and 817 in Missouri ; of canals,
Ilinoig, 102 miles;  Missouri - none.
(Tables 88-9.) But if Missouri had been
a free State, she would have at least equal-
ed Illinois in internal improvements, and
the Pacifie Railroad would longsince have
united San Francisco, St. Louis and Chi-
Cago,

Illinois is increasing in a progressive
ratio as compared with Missouri. Thus,
from 1840 to 1850, the increage of num-
bers in Tllinois was 78.81, and from 1850
to 1860, 101.01 per cent.; whilst the in-.

crease of Missouri from 1840 to 1850 was.

77.75, and from 1850 to 1860, 73.30.—
Thus the ratio is greatly augmenting in I1-
linoig, and decreasing in Missouri.  If T1li-
noigsand Missourishould eachinereasefrom
1£60 to 1870, in the same ratio as from 1850
10 1860, Illinois would then number 3,441,-
448, and Missouri 2,048,426. (Table 1.)
In 1850 Chicago numbered 29,963, and in
1860, 109,260; St. Louis, 77,860 in 1850,
and 160,773 in 1860.  From 1840 to 1850
the ratio of increase of Chicago was 570.31
and from 1850 to 1860, 264.65, and of St.
Louis, from 1840 to 1850, 872.26, and
from 1850 to 1860, 106.49. If both in-
ereased in their respective ratios from 1860
to 1870, as from 1850 to 1860, Chicago
would number 898,420 in 1870, and St.
Louis 831,879, It would be difficult to
say which place has the greatest natural
advantages, and yet, when St. Louis was
a city, Chicago was but the site of a fort.

FROGRESS OF WEALTH.

By cengus table 36, the cash value of
the farms of Illinois in 1860, was $432,-
531,072, and of Missouri, $230,652,126,
making a difference in favor of ﬁlinois of

$201,898,046, which ig the loss which
Missouri has.sustained by, slavery in the
gingle item of farm lands. - Abolish sla-

~yery: there, .and the wvalue of her farm

lands would soon equal those of Illinois,
and angment the wealth of the farmers of
Missouri over two hundred amillions of
dollars. . But these farm lands of Migsouri
embrace only 19,084,800 acres, (table 36,)
leaving unoceupied 23,138,391 acres.  The
difference between the unoccupied lands
of Missour: and Illinois ig six dollars per
acre, at which rate the inereased value of
the unoecuped . lands of Missouri, in the
absence of slavery, would be $138,830,346.
haus, it appears,.that the loss of Missouri
in the value of her lands, caused by sla-
very, is $340,729,202,  If we add-to this
the diminished value of town and eity
property in Missouri, from the same cause,
the total loss in that State, in the value of’
real estate, exceeds $400,000,000, which
is nearly twenty times the value of her
slaves. By table 85, the increase in the
value of the real and personal property of
Illinois, from 1850 to 1860, was $715,595,-
276, hmgg 457.98 per cent. and of Mis
Rourd. $303,060,691, being 265,18 por cent.
At the same rate of increase from 1860 fo
1870, the total wealth of Illinois would
then be $83,993,000,000, and of Missouri,
$1,329,000,000, making the difference
against Missouri in 1870, caused by sla-
very, $2,664,000,000, which is much more
than three times the whole debt of the na-
tion, and more than twice the value of all
the slaves in the Union. Whilst then the
$20,000,000 proposed to be appropriated
to aid Missourl In  emancipating her
slaves, is erroneously denounced as in-
creasing federal taxation, the effect is di-
rectly the reverse. The disappearance of
slavery from Misgouri would ensure the
overthrow of the rebellion and the perpe-
tuity of the Union, and bring the war
much gsooner to a elose, thus saving us a
monthly expenditure far exceeding the
whole appropriation. But this vast in-
crease of the wealth of Missouri, caused
by her becoming a free State, would, by

_inereasing her contribution to the national

revenue in augmented payments of duties
and _internal taxes, diminish to that ex-
tent, the rate of taxation te he paid by
every State, Misgouri included. -
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