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CORRESPONDENCE-

) MORGANTOWN, Va., Juxe 256th, 1857.
Rev. Wu. . Haminron—
Dear Sir : Having listened with pleasure to your able and
instructive Address, delivered on last evening, we in behalf of our respective

Societies, tender you their thanks and respectfully solicit a copy for publication.
A. T. ANKENY,

C. T. BLACK,

J. M. WHEAT,

D. EVANS,

J. L. McGEE,

W. I. MATHEWS,
Commitlee.

Yeours, &c.,

Musgns, Ankgpny, Maronws, and others—

Gentlemen : The Address, a copy of which you solicit for
publication, is placed at your disposal. I have taken the liberty to append a few
With kind remembrances,

Yours, sincerely, ;
. W. F. HAMILTON.

marginal notes.

June 26th, 1857,
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ADDREGSS.

GENTLEMEN---

Just before receiving the invitation to address you on this occasion,
my mind had incidentally been occupied in reflecting for some days upon the dif- :
ferent degrees of success to which men attain in the pursuits of practical life, and :
endeavoring to reach fixed conclusions as to the precise extent to which such success
or the want of it' is influenced by individual character. Upon accepting your
invitation—which I here beg leave toacknowledge as having been most kind and
flattering on your part—it atonce suggested itself that Imight suitably enough
adopt and pursue this train of thought in whatever I should have time to prepare
for your consideration, believing that although it would indeed be rather far
removed from those themes of high literary and classic import which are deemed
most appropriate to such occasions, it would yet on the other hand have the
advantage of amoreimmediate and intimate connection with the actual, every-day,
life-long interests of those to whom it should be addressed, and hence a more
decided claim on their attention, by virtue of its appeal to their personal con-
sciousness of the past and present, and their personal aspirations and hopes of
the future.

And am I not right, Gentlemen, in assuming that you will willingly excuse me
from any hazardous attempts at brilliancies of diction, and feats of skill upon the
well-worn platitudes of literary declamation, it only I succeed in speaking to you
from a sincere heart, some plain words about things that concern you—things that
link themselves closely with your individual interests and outward relations,—
things which you feel it is but necessary that you should reflect upon if you would
honorably acquit yourselves in the great life-conflict through which we are all
passing.

And may I not farther assume, Gentlemen, that you will be indulgent enough
to grant me some latitude of digression—some deviation from the standard of a
well-balanced arrangement, and perhaps some excess of incidental illustration, if
only in the end, you shall be able to discover that the train of thought in which
you have been led, has not been wanting in a general unity of design, and in an
honest endeavor to realize some features of practical utility.

I beg leave then to announce as my subject—

CHARACTER IN ITS RELATION TO SUCCESS.

I believe it is to M. De TALLEYRAND, the remark is rightly attributed that
tinothing is successful but success.”” Without endorsing the whole sentiment
! which seems to be here expressed, we recognize theremark as one sufficiently shrewd
ég to be worthy of its author, and as having at least enough truth in it to malke it

worth our while to remember it. It is not right, I suppose, to malke success the é
onestandard by which everything else is to be adjusted, yet on the other hand we &)
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fall into a gross mistake if we underrate its importance, either as an out-wrought
demonstration of what a man has in him, or as one of the chief forces affecting the
essential features of his character and condition.

Although an extreme adversity of outward circumstances may prevent some
who deserve success from attaining it, or at least atfaining that particular success
they aim at, and although it would certainly be very unwise to regard success as
being in every case a reliable index of merit, yet are we not therefore justified in
disparaging it as being in itself unimportant or merely adventitious, or in assuming
it to beaught else than a very weighty and important matter. For besides being
the most potent charm for conciliating the good-will of mankind at large—who
like the old idolators worship the rising rather than the seffing sun,—and besides
being in its reflexive influence upon the individual himself a natural stimulus to
further effort, it is also—notwithstanding some exceptional points that might be
raised—the surest and altogether the most practicable standard we can lay hold of
by which to measure each individuals actual powers and capabilities. What, indeed,
is more instinctive with us all, th:u: whenever a question is raised as fo the ability
of any one to achieve a given success, to determme it deﬁmtwely, by an immediate
observation of what he hag already achieved? Nor have we a right to complain
of each other that we are tried by such tests. We may indeed fairly claim, that
those who judge usshould mhma.tely acquaint themselves w vith the opposing forees
we have had to struggle against, and the various circumstances of dlsadvantage
that have environed us; butwhen this is done, we should then be willing to stand
or fall by our fruits. We cannot be allowed to soothe and relieve the mortification
of our failures, by complacent conjectures of a different result under certain other
supposable contingencies, when it is obvious that the failure is the consequence of a
sheer lack on our part of the proper qualifications to achieve that particular success.
When, as is often the case, the partiality of friends alledges in behalf of some
certain individual that his success would have been most brilliant, had it not been
for thisor that particular defect of taste, or feeling, or babit, or principle;—what
is it but a palpable confession of his actual weakness? We are asking entirely too

‘much of our fellow-men when we require them to sympathize with us in our failures

tosuch an extent as to overlook the defects which constitute the real cause of these
failures, and to give us credit for varions good qualities which we imagine
ourselves to possess, butof the existence of which we have failed to give any
outward proof. No man has a right to pass in society for anything more than what
he proves he is really worth, The plainest and most conclusive way for one to
show to the world that he assuredly can do a thing is, just to doit; and if hefails
in this he had better resignedly make up his mind to pass at a discount. The
essential difference between a genuine practical man and & genuine visionary—a
thorongh air-gastle-builder-—is that the former is always showing the world what
he can do by placing himself upon the basis of things as they actually are, and
the latter is always promising to show the world what he would do, if he conld
only manage to place himself on the basis of things as they actually are not and
never will be. Out we say, upon such dreaming! it cuts the sinews of man's
strength and moulds him down to the type of a poor whining driveler, to be
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laughed at, sneered at, worst of all, pitied, because he might have been something
and yet is nothing. *

An important distinetion, however, which must be observed in reflecting upon
“character in its relation to success,”” is that whieh obtains between a simply
forceful character and onefully symmetrical. The primary elements which go te
constitute the one or the other are by no means the same, nor is the particular
success which each is best adapted to promote the same. That imperious head-
strong bent of the will, which is the main element of the former may, and perhaps
in most cases, does run in the channel of an intense selfishness which, fixing its
eye only on the end to be accomplished scruples not to disregard and bear down
under foot, the feelings and wishes and interests of others. But this disposition,
itis plain, must be fatal to symmetry of character which consists, we should say,
not precisely in those qualities which invariably conduce to the immediate advan-
tage of their possessor, but rather in those which taking everything personal and
impersonal into consideration, are to be regarded as the most desirable.

This distinction may be readily illustrated. Take for example Shakespeare's
character of Ricmarp III. Here we see a most intense selfishness going hand in
hand at every step, and really underlying all those dazzling traits of strength and
grandeur which produce in us such mingled emotions of admiration and aversion.
As the King himself is made to express it—

“Richard loves Richard, that is, I am L.
- “T love myself,”” &e.

No hetter clue do we need than in these words to all that dire unity of thought and
feeling and action which gives to this character its transcendent dramatic effect.—
The same remark may he made of the Lapy Macsery, and also of its more ancient
and rather superior counterpart, the Mepia of Evriemes. All these are masterly
delineations of an eager, fiery, headlong, unscrupulous and most persistent force-
fulness of character; but in neither, it is plain, is there anything akin to beauty
or symmetry, which, indeed, is necessarily destroyed by the very prodigiousness
of thatstrength which developes itself in the channel of a blind and wilful self-love.
This point, however, may perhaps be better illustrated by chardcters drawn from
actual history; and here we shall have the additional advantage of contrast.

As instances of forceful character, therewill probably occur to you on reflection
such names as ALEXANDER, Cmsar, Moamyep, HILDEBRAND, TAMERLANE, CATHA-
RiNE of Russia, Crmarues XII of Sweden, FrEpERIC of Prussia, and more certainly
than either, Naporzoy Bovaparts. In contrast with these we venture to mention
as instances of symmetrical character, in a greater or less degree, such names as
TimorroN, TrAJAN, ALFRED THE GREAT, GUstavys Aporpits, WILLIAM of Orange,
IsapELLA, and more surely than either, GRORGE WASHINGTON.

#Since writing the above, I have met with the following sentiments of Cousiy,
the correctness of which must depend, I think, altogether upon the meaning that
we attach to success. If, as I fear was the case, the reference is to what we may
term material success, the expression of such sentiments cannot fail to convey false
and most pernicious views of the chief end of life:

“The proper charactevistic and sign of a great man is that he succeeds.”’—
‘Whoever does not succeed is of no use in the world; leaves no great result, and
passes away as if he had never been.”” ““The greatman must succeed in whatever
it may be, in order to perform his work : an activity, an inexhaustible fecundity,
brilliant and prolonged success; such are his necessary characteristics.”’
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? Were we, from all those names to select a single pair for contrast, we should %
chioose ag most pointedly antithetical, CHARLES X1, and Groren WASHINGTON.

Were it possible to colleet all the different opinions of men as to what constitutes
success, the ageregate would indeed be a queer bulk, scarcely more homogeneous,
i T conceive, than the diversified elements of which human society itself is composed.
From the very constitution of our nature there prevails among us an endless variety
of taste and feeling and desire; and in the necessity of the case we look at every
occurrent object from different points of view. Hence what one would regard as
success another would not, and what would really be success in one case, in another
would not. Asin the distribution of letters from a post-office, all may have one
common stamp yet each have its own esoteric value, it may be a million times
i greater, it may be just nothing atall—so here, there may be a great multitude of
i lives all stamped by public opinion with a eommon seal avonching success, and yet
: all be separated, each from the other by incalculable differences in the nature of

that snceess. Theman of labor—the man of trade—theman of letters—the military
man—the politician—the artist—the adventurer each has his own idea what
success means.  So of the gentler sex. The coy young girl—the dashing belle—
the sober matron each holds here to a different creed. Pronounce in any promis-
cuous assembly the significant word, and what diversified sentiments you awaken
in different minds; what currents and counter currents you aresure toexcite. As
i though by talismanic power, innumerable forms and shapes of fancied good start
 into being and each appears to him from whose hrain it springs to be the embodi-
ment of all that the heart could wish for. In seareely any two minds have you
i excited precisely the same idea, One imagines you are speaking chiefly of power,
influence, elevated station; to another you seem to speak of honor, glory, the
homage of the world; to another, of wealth, accumulation, or as some one wittily
defines business, ‘‘the getting other people’s money’; to another, you seem to
spealk of official promotion, based it may be, “on stuffed ballot-boxes, sweeping
majorities; to another, of patronized authorship, famous inventions, wonderful
I Qiscoveries; to another, of display, splendid furniture, gorgeous art, a palatial
mansion ; to another, of many and most obedient suitors, delicate touches of rouge,
i expansive crinoline, and the whole train of ephemeral brilliancies; to another, of
something quite more modest, perhaps moresentimental—a quiet hamlet, sunshine
out of clouds, calm after storm; to another, of broad acres and big barns and
 poultiplying herds; to another, of ease and comfort and msthetical refinement, the
elegancies and amenities of cultivated social life; to another, of a well-ordered
household and cherub boys and girls and a happy home; to another, of usefulness,
unbending activity, life duties well done, and in the end a green old age; fo ano- :
 ther, of a large hearted spirit of humanity, a world-wide philanthropy, nobleand :
even self-sacrificing deeds of beneficence; to another, of an humble walk amid
temptation, a divine faith, a growing assimilation to the all-perfect. Thus to each
of the multitudinous classes into which society is split up, success in life seems a
different thing; and while in every class, one and another, and another, may all :
reach the particular goal they aim at, yet do scarcely any of two different classes ,
find that goal just the same, or ever win precisely thesame prize. In determining :
5 therefore what constitutes success in any particular case, I suppose the only standard (é
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we can establish is that which the individual has set up in his own mind. Has
he realized his own idea? Has he accomplished what he intended? Then must
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$ we not admit that according to the popular acceptation of the word he has suceee- E
ded? BShould the standard he has fixed, and by which we test him, be a defective
or depraved one, it is of course to be much deplored, but being an independent and
responsible being he has his inalienable privilege of free choice and action, and
so long as be keeps himself within the limits of legality, however great a mistake
he may persist in making, society can do nothing but just grumble at it, and try to
persuade him out of it, and failing in this, share with him the ealamitous econse-
quences of his error. Talke for example, the case of one who makes the end of life
to consist in the acquisition of material wealth—a case which strangely enough iz
by no means a rare one. Here itis plain, is 4 morbid and sometimes almost mono-
maniac state of mind. The love of gold becomes the ruling passion in the soul.
The man’s ideas ail revolve in a fixed cirele within which are dellars, and without
which areno dollars, His thoughts have a sordid filthy-lucre-ish cast. The
atmosphere in which he lives and moves and has his being—in which he wakes and
sleeps and dreams—is the atmosphere of gain. The big undertaking of his life is to
make money. It matiers little what may be the arena which he selects for his
achievement. Itmay bein the country or it may bein the town. It may be humble
or it may be obtrusive. It may be within the bounds of legality or it may be :
without them. Possibly he is a young seamp who begins life by picking people’s
pockets—ypossibly he is an old scamp who ends life in grinding the faces of the :
poor. He may be a cunning little boy with his basket of apples or oranges. He
may be a bustling dealer in live-stock and country produce. He may be a Wall 3
street broker. He may be a conscienceless Jew selling silver-washed spectacles and
copper watches to the unsugpicious; or he may be a well-mannered, well-dressed,
:  bowing, smirking, oily-tongued geatleman who does an extensive business in the
i dry-goods line and is generally believed to bein the habit of occasionally swearing

the same account through to a second payment. IHe may belong to the execrable

swarmn of leeches that beset you at flash hotels and fashionable watering places—

or to the ancient but not so honorable fraternity of sharks and peculators living

on their ingurgitation of public plunder. He may stand in a groggery to deal out
¢ bad whiskey, or he may sit in halls of legislation to pocket the proceeds of venal
: ‘voting, Hemay be a manuficturer and circulator of bogus-coin, or he may be an @
approved member of upper-tendom, who has an unfortunate affection of moral
insanity that leads him to make a somewhat liberal use of other people’s names
without, their consent. He may be of those who build huge distilleries to drive
thrift and industry out of the neighborhood that has nourished them, or he may :
be of those who man piratical crafis to steal negroes from the coast of Africa. All
this is adventitions—not essential. Let his field of action be what it may, the
single pointis whether he has determined either definitively or virtually, that making
money is the aim and object of life; and if this be so, he has taken his place
among thoze of whom we speak—he has assumed his distinetive character—he is
a representativeman of his class—and, doubtless, could we read hearts, weshould
often find in thelowest as in the highest, very similar processes of cogitation—very
similar schemings for gain—very similar projects of trickery—rvery similar affecta-
tions of honesty—very similar actualities of pretence and hypocricy—very similar
gloating over golden opportunities of taking advantage of others, and in general,
avery identical standard of how things universal, and money-making in particular,

! s
& ought t.o be done. i‘é
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Now in the case of every one of this class, it is plain that his success in the é
bulk must be measured just by his accomplishments, however wrong and everyway
deplorable, may be the direction in which his efforts are put forth, Very possibly
you may be able to show by conclusive reasoning, that his ¢ourse is not a wise one
—that in pursuing it he cuts himself off from many joys and comforts which money
cannot buy—that it fastens upon him various annoying and offensive habits—that
it deadens his social sympathies—that it imbrutes his better nature—that it pre-
cipitates all his higher faculties and capabilities into the cess-pool of a worldly and
gensuous life—and altogether yougnay prove to a demonstration that this method
of life fixes on its votary the stizma of most egregious and inexcusable folly—and
all this, 1do not deny it may be very right and proper for you occasionally to
do; butsuppose that when you have done itall, he just continues to move on inflex-
ibly in the course he has prescribed to hlmsell’—subordma.tmg everything else to
the making of money—defrauding unsparingly those in his power—lighting up
the fires of his distillery, kidnapping bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh—
Shylock-ing the witless and those thatare in gtraits—and suppose thatas the result
of this, he really makes out to acenmulate material wealth—to get rich—very
rich—so that he becomes able to live in a splendid mansion, and {o mount,—asis
not hard to be done,—above the bad odor of his meanness and dishonesty into a
region of good repute in society, and in the end fo hold an indisputable place
among the ‘‘solid men’’ of the town or city in which he lives ;—then what is left
to you at last but just fairly and squarely to admit that he has won success? Has
he not come up to the only standard by which he can' be tried? Has he not realized
his own idea? Has he not accomplished what he intended to accomplish? Has
henot compassed his great life undertaking? How then can you withhold from
him the acknowledgement that he is a successful man?

From this illustration it must be obvious to every mind that the desirableness
of success does not consist in the thing itself, but in the particular kind of success
to which one aspires; and this leads me to remark that while there are unques-
tionably, as we have indicated, almost endless varieties of taste and aspiration
and desire in regard to the attainment of success,—yet all these varieties may, in :
their last analysis, be arranged under a two-fold classification: Tirst, Those o
which centre in the individual himself; Secondly, Those which look outward and’
collaterally from him, As touching the former, though they have certainly least :
claims to our praise, we are not to suppose they are necessarily evil, or to be
indiscriminately condemned. Many things which cenfre in self are right and
proper. Revelation itself declares that no man ever yet hated his own flesh— £
that is, himself; nor do itsloftiest requirements of abnegation oblige us to this. :
The relations in which every man stands to himself are very intimate, and hence
very interesting, and it is but natural and necessary that his thoug‘nta should be
much occupied about himself. The great bulk indeed, of life's daily routine,
relates to the aims, the objects, and the issues which pertain to one’s-self.

If we do but consider the ordinary experience of a single day, we cannot but
notice how large a proportion of all its business and engagements centre in gelf.
When one gets up in the morning, the first person that he has anything to do with
is himself. ’Tis his own head and face and body that are to receive the benefit of
his morning ablutions, and 1o be enwrapped in the garbs of ornament or utility
as his own taste may dictate. Iis whole toilet, if he is a man of sense, proclaims

C



*
ﬁ_f)i)/g\y\ﬁ.qf@@
) RELATION TO SUCCESS. 9

@

a sublime independence of auxiliary influences. With his own hands he ties his
own cravat around his own neck—ypulls his own boots on his own feet—and puts
his own hat on his own head; and when he has gone to his looking-glass to
satisfy himself that everything is right, the most prominent object that he sees
before him is his own face. At brealkfast his most important concern is to fill and
to empty his own plate—to handle his own knife and fork, to work his own jaws,
and to satisfy his own stomach. After breakfast it devolves on him to replace his
own hat just where it was before—on his own head—to pick his own teeth, and
possibly to puff his own Habana. When he has gone forth to the sterner duties
of the day—to the varying intercourse—

¢ Man holds with week-day man in the hourly walk
“OF the world's business''—

he finds that at every step the things which most immediately and urgently press
themselves on hig attention, are those which link themselves most intimately with
his own affairs, and with himself—so that when the day is done, he feels that it
would really mar the consistency of the whole thing, were he to do aught elge than
retreat to his own fireside and there sit down in his own gown and slippers and
read his own newspaper, and perhaps indulge in his own cogitations about the
sayings and doings of the day; and then when he has lifted up his heart in the
secret place of joy, tumble himself as the night before, into his own bed.

Now such being the intimate relation which every man sustaing to himself, is
it at all strange that heshould find this pressure constantly working upon him, and
powerfully influencing hiz modes of thought and feeling and habitual action? Is
it not rather a very natural thing, and quite to be expected, that self should be the
first and most facile centre around which things in general should revolve?

If one be an aspirant for popular fiivor, and the dazzling hionors of the mo-
ment, isit not a natural thing that the various wires which he worls should have
an ultimate though perhaps invisible connexion with himself? and when he has
gone through with all the preliminary throttlings of conscience that are necessary,
and all the empty pretences of friendship and protestations of disinterested patri-
otism, and has likewise completed the whole cycle of serpentine evolutions and
astounding tergiversations that the thing seems so rigidly to demand, isit not quite
a natural thing that he should expect the crown of glory (?) which all this isto
haveas its reward, to settle down upon his own brow?

Or, if he be & money-man, is it not quite natural that when he has racked his
brain with schemes of speculation, When he has burdened himself with a large cor-
respondence, and pored late at nights over records and ledgers, and musty papers,
he should look for any possible proceeds thereof to accrue to himself? Is it not
natural, that when he has sat for hours in profound cogitation touching fat divi-
dends, and nice exchanges, and town lots, and western lands, he should find these
cogitations beginning with self, and intuitively determinating to the same point?
And if in dreams of the night, he should be handling title-deeds and certificates
of credit, whose name should he be so likely to see thereupon as his own? And
if there should rise hefore him the vision of heautiful heaps of gold; eagles and
half-eagles and quarter-eagles, allin nice piles, each after its own kind,—and ple-
thorie bundles of bank-notes, twenties and fifties aud hundreds, all after their own
kind,—what spot think ye, in all the wide, wide world, would he beso apt to
deem a desirable place of repose for all these fhings as hisown own safe? Ah, believe
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% me, one of the profoundest sympathies of human nature, is that by which a man
conneets everything else with his own breeches pocket.
Or again, let our supposititious person assume,—if we may venture such a
: change of figure—a feminine character, and let the heart of this woman be filled—
¢ if it be not too ungallant a hypothecation—with a controlling love of the gayeties
! and excitant pleasnres of life, and is it not quite natural that, when she has husied
herself in rearing up her beautiful palace of conceivable happiness, she should
imagine herself—not another—to git as the happy princes within its portals? At
whose feet, forsooth, ghould men be bowing, if not at her own? To whose grati-
fication and comfort should things in general be made to minister, if not to her own?
Now these three classes I have mentioned, are but illustrative classes. What
is true of them, is more or less true of all; and while much of what has been descri-
bed is illegitimate and indefensible, yet it cannot all be included in a common
condemnation. Self-love, so far from being in itself culpable, is, when properiy
controlled, right and beneficial, and enters as a primal force into the constitution :
of every man’s character. It has itsbasis in his natural instinets and appetencies. :
1t is necessitated by his daily wants, and it is cultivated and strengthened by his i
indispensable habitudes of thought and feeling. To condemn it therefore, as in
itself evil, or to confound it with a wayward selfishness, is plainly short-sighted :
and erroneons, From the very laws of our being we mustlove ourselves, and even :
the strictest of ethical writers tell ug that it is the abuse, not the existence of self- :

: love which is condemnable.

‘: From this point of view we see clearly that when a man has won success, that
| ! success may or may not be desirable and worthy of approbation, just according as
i his self-love has or has not been duly restrained. In multitudes of cases it i evident
that self-love is excessive and even prodigions, and in all such cases, success is the
¢ worst thing that ean happen ; butin all cases when there is nothing wrong in the
| . measureof ourself-love, it iz plain there can be nothing wrong in the success which

:  gratifies it, although that success be confined entirely within the limits of one’s

private and individual interests.

We come, however, now to remark that a second and far nobler kind of sue- :
cess attainable, is that which instead 6f stopping short with one’s-self, reaches :
outward and collaterally in every direclion.

There could beno more arrant wresting of what we have said, than to make
us mean, that because it is allowable to aim at self-aggrandizement, it isallowable
to aim at this alone.

: No man has a right to become so deeply impressed with the consciousness of

2 I his own existence, a8 to ignore the existence of others; or to look so intently at
i the relations in which he stands to himself, as to become blind to the relations in ¢

which he stands to those around him. 3

Itis always well for one to know and respect the fruth,—to shape and manage
all his plans and projects with the truth full in view. Now the truth in regard to
the point before us is, that no man ever stands just by himself. He belongs toa :
universe of beingg, and such a thing as segregation from the mass is a gheer imprac- :

: fticability, By the very fact of his existence, he is a unitin the sum fotal. He
é; always counts just one—no more—no less; and his connexion with the whole is ké
@&
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alike intimate and indissoluble. Sometimes you see a single atom of dust Hoating
in the air. How seperate it seems from everything ! How unrelated to anything! ¢y
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But the fact is just otherwise. Lilke everything else, it has its relations. It belongs
to a system of matter that is subject in its every particle to a principle of gravita-
tion, It is under fixed law as certainly as though it were a world, Every other
particle of dust recognizes its attractive connexion, and all matter owns kindred
with it. And ever thus, however distinct and isolate from the mass any individual
being may appear, this segregation is but ostensible. Each is a unitin the universe
of life and being. A man may repudiate the connexion, but he cannot dissolve it.
Ilook outward and beyond myself. On a common level, I see the remainder of the
human brotherhood, each having the same life-stream coursing through his veins
that I have in mine. Below me, T see innumerable varieties of the lower orders of
animate existence. Looking upward, if I have the visional power of faith—an
insight into the revealed,—I see myriad hosts of superior intelligences, and at
the head of the whole universe of life and being, I see the great All-Father—the
Life-Fountain that hath been, and is, and shall be,—the Decretive Wisdom and
Dynamic Cause—lying back of all things; and to whom, I in common with each
other being, sustain a relation nearer than I do to my own flesh and blood, seeing
that it is in him that my own flesh and blood lives and moves and has its being.
Now this being the truth, and absolutely incapable of ever becoming otherwise, how :
supremely silly am I, if T at all attemptio ignore it; and how imperfectand defec-
tive must be all the schemes and projects which I may frame while overlooking it.
Is it possible for any good to come from assuming so grand a fallacy as that there
is no world of life and being outside myself? Might I not suspect, @ priori, that
the very attempt to rest onsuchan assumption, would bring upon me some suita~
ble punishment of my delusive egoism? Need I be surprised, therefore, if I find
in the actual carrying out of the thing, that the more persistently I endeavor to
minister to my own gratification by disregarding the rights of others, the more
signally do I failin the very end I have in view? Why shouldI expect—how can
I expect to find myself comfortable in a position, the very possession of which is
always reminding me of the disgracefulness by which I haveattained it? On these
grounds, then, we reach a conclusion which I here dare to affirm: that no success
can fairly be regarded as other than defective, which, in its aims and issues, does
not reach outward beyond self. That which centres in self may be legitimate in
its sphere, but its sphere is too limited, When onehas attained it, he finds himself
yet unsatisfied. To his own consciousness, the fact becomes painfully obvious that
hislife-effort has failed. aving confined his observation of things within a partial
range of vigion, he finds that his sources of gratification are correspondingly par-
tial, Having ignored a part, and a very important part of immutable truth—the :
fact of his normal relation to universal life and being—he now finds that he has :
thus miserably cramped the capabilities of his nature, and dwarfed himself down
1o something quite inferior to what he might have been—to what he ought to have

been. s it to be wondered at therefore, that even while others are admiring the

brilliancy of his material success, and fretting themselves with envy of the honor,

and wealth, and secular prosperity, which he has won; he himself, estimating

these things—haud inexperta—more nearly at their real value, is often found turn-

ing away from them with more of loathing than of love, and wringing his hands

in bitter self-chidings over his great error hoth of head and heart—an error on which

a5 on a treacherous rock in still water, his beautiful life-prospect has been altoge-

ther wrecked, and the rich hopes that freighted it sunken irrecoverably in the

ad
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g fathomless depth? Perdidi diem, sighed the thoughtful Pagan. ‘‘Yes, yes,” %
echoes a voice within the soul of the sad and regretful man who has lived too much
for self—‘nota day—a day only ; my life—my life—oh, my folly !"’
“Tong time a child, and still a child, when years
‘t Had painted manhood on my cheek, was I;
“For yet I lived like one not born to die;
“ A thriftless prodigal of smiles and tears,
‘‘No hope I needed, and I knew no fears.
“ But sleep, though sleep is only sleep, and waking,
: ‘T waked to sleep no more, at once o’ertaking
“The vangnard of my age, with all arrears
“Of duty on my back. Nor child, nor man,
“Nor youth, nor sage, I find my head is gray,
“ For [ have lost the race I never ran,
A rathe December blights my lagging May ;
“ And still Tam a child, tho™1 be old,
‘‘Time is my debtor for my years untold.”

In order to a pursuance, Young Gentlemen, of the train of remark I have
indicated, it will now be necessary to enter upon a brief examination of character
¢ in its normal structure, as having an intimate connexion with individual success.

An obvious thought, however, which must here occur to any mind, is, that diffe-
rent kinds of character are necessary to different kinds of success. That which is
suited to oue exigency, is not suited toanother. That which wins on one field,
fails on another. There may be a character just adapted to secure material success,
! yet quite powerless to penetrate into the higher domain of intellectnal and moral
: achievement. One character may be best adapted to scenes of tranquility and
repose,—another, to scenes of wild and turbulent action. What may be wanted
at one time is sheer strength—impetuosity—at another, a predominance of fore-
thought, and caution, and skill. It is plain, therefore, that we cannot now enter
upon a field of such boundless extent as to attempt an inquiry into the minute
adaptations between different varieties of character, and differentkinds of success,
I The most we can hope to do, will be to give a hasty delineation of that particular
: structure, a development of character, which, in a general and ordinary sense, is
bestadapted to secure suceess, in its higher and most approvable forms.

By giving close examination to the various forces which shape and modify
character, it will probably be found that the truth respecting their operation may
be summed up in the following proposition :— Character has its basis in natural.
endowment ; it received its primary and most direct impulses from objective circum-
stances ; while its fized and ultimate features are mainly determined by the educational
agencies, mental and moral, which are brought to bear upon i,

: 1st. Assuming the correctness of this thesis, it must at once occur to us, that
:  in order toa felicitous developement of character, the first thing needful, is a favor-
: ablenatural endowment. By natural endowment, I here mean the entire aggregate
of properties, both physical and mental, which make up a man’s constitutional
organization. On this, more fundamentally than on anything else, will depend
the complexion of his character. It is his point of most immediate contact with
: theauthor of his being—a pointat which in a most literal sense, he is as clay ina
: potter'shand ; and from which he comes forth a pure product of Sovereign Power.
‘g) In a physical point of view, there are two or three things here especially worthy
of notice. One of theseis femperament.
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Among the ancients, the doetrine of temperaments commanded the highest (?
regard. There can be no doubt, that, while much that has been written on the
subject is entirely fanciful, there is yet interesting and important truth in the gene-
ral proposition laid down by the physiologists, that the most marked differences
of original organization among men, correspond to some four or five, or rather
six varieties of natural temperament; and that this natural temperament, whatever
it may be, has a very controlling influence in making men what they turn out to
be. No one, with his eyes open to the phenomena of human life, could suppose
that it is practicable for a man of decided phlegmatic temperament, to reach the
same character with one of decided bilions temperament; or that a melancholic
man should move—pari passu—with the sanguineous man, in vivacity, and
cheerfulness, and frolicksome enjoyment. It is, however, an abuse of this doctrine
to agsume that temperament has ‘an all-controlling and resistless plasmatie power.
*Such in actual life, is the infricate blending of the different varieties of tempera-
ment, and so numerous and powerful are the other agencies of influence, that
oftentimes the whole matter of temperament hides itself in a dimness that quite
baffles all our research, We are not therefore to give to this, nor indeed to any
single feature of original organization, an undue prominence among the formative
forces that make character. Indeed, do we not know it to be a fact, that a man’s
very face is susceptible of being somewhat altered by his life, habits, and even by :
so impalpable a thing as thought? as for instance, note the difference in the cast
of countenance peculiar to those habitually engrossed in the higher exercises of
intellect, as compared with those who live in gross sensualism, And if such be
the fact in regard to one’s very cast of countenance, is it to be wondered at, that
there is in temperament also, somewhat of flexibility and pliant adaptation to that :
which is extraneous to itself? On this point, itis doubtless best for us to keep in
mind, that all natural forces are, after all, but secondary—an imperium in imperio
—the simple outworkings of Universal Wisdom and Power. If wefail to do this :
we may readily fall into a kind of physiological fatalism, as absurd in its way as :
that of the Stoic, or Mussleman, in the sphere of morals. -
Next to temperament, and closely connected with it, is kealth; or rather, we :
should say, that constitutional vigor and robustness which is the basis of health.
We cannot too fully endorse the old Latin saying, ‘““mens sana in sano corpore’'—
as indicating the best type of human developement. A healthful body increases :
beyond all calculation, the practical capabilities of the mind. Other things being :
equal, the man of pureblood, and firm nerves, and full chest, and sonorous voice,
and unfluttering heart, and stalwart muscle and bone, is clearly a head and shoul-
ders above hisfellows. This has been too much overlooked. We shall hail it as
the dawning of a better epoch when, in all our educational gymnagia, from the :g
district school to the university—not forgetting most of all, theological semina-
ries—more attention is paid to hygienic discipline. At the same time, it were well :
to remember, that while a healthful body is certainly an important auxiliary to
success, the want of it does not necessarily incapacitate for high achievement.—
Any one familiar with biography, can easily call up almost countless names of
successful men, whose whole life seemed but a struggle with death—who appeared
to live, asit were, from day to day, by a direct exertive act. From the multitude
of these, I might mention, at random, as representing different pursuits in life, at
different ages of the world, such honored names as those of the Grecian Orator
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DexmostaENes ;* the Latin poet Virei;{ Jomy Carviy, the second pillar of the
reformation ; BLaise PAscAL, the prince of dialecticians; WiLriam of Orange, the
model king and skilful general, and his most powerful antagonist on the field, the
French Luxemsure ; Kears, and Pourog, and Hexry Kimg WHrrE—names sacred
to all lovers of breathing Poetry—Lricaroxn, and DopprineE, and PAvsoN—names
fragrant alike for piety and gifted power. Hesny Marrys and Davio Bramvarn,
—the high-souled Missionaries of Jesus,—and within our own memory, the Ame-
rican Statesman, of perhaps, most far-reaching and controlling power, Jonx C.
Carnouvn. The American business-man, of unvivalled liberality, Amos LAwreNcE ;
and the American explorer of dauntless heart and overcoming energy and perse-
verance, Ersna Kexr Kang.

All these, some of whom lived to old age, were physically feeble men—mostly
wheezing, coughing, blood-spitting men—some of them apparently ready at any

PRI

time to exsiceate and blow off, yet all the while holding their places among the  :

mightiest actors in human affairs; some of them in the midst of their fragility,
striking blows that made humanity quiver to its centre. No one, therefore, has
cause to utterly despair of attaining success hecause of his lack of physical sturdi-
ness. Let him be judicious in putting forth what strength he has, and he may
easily achieve more, even though his life be short, than & whole score of your robust
and healthy phlegmatics; who, by the way, too often—remember, I do not say
invariably—stick fast in the mire of obesity, and become illustrious for nothing so

much as their love of fun and good eating. { »:

But there is another feature of physical organization, which is, I think, more
needful to success than simple health, and which, although it always predominates
in some varieties of temperament more than in others, is yet clearly distinguishable
from temperament itself. There isno word to express precizely what I mean, but I
would explain that it is somewhat—seemingly—in the very composition of the
animated material of men's bodies—perhaps somewhat in the very life-current
which courses in their veins, which gives to some a superiority over others, in
physical firmness and self-mastery, and in all that may be designated in general as
physical virtue. Such a distinction is generally recognized as existsng among the
different species of the lower orders of life, and among the different individuals of
the same species. That it exists, as between different races of men, and between
different individuals of the same race, and even of the same immediate parentage,
is, I think, unquestionable. Let any one consider this point in connexion with his
own circle of acquaintance, and he will have no difficulty, I apprehend, in fixing
his attention on various persons, whose individuality of character rests more direct-
Iy on this, than on any other basis—men who from the very bias of their physical

—

#* Prorarcr.—Americana Encyclopedia.

1 ¢ Corpora et statura fuit grandi, aguilius colore, facie rusticana, valetudine varia;
nam plerumgque ab stomacho el fancibus ac dolore, capitis laborabat; sanguinem eliam
saepius gjicit.’ Vrra P. V. Maronis.

f * Let me have men about me that are fat;
‘* Sleek-headed men, and such as sleep o’ nights;
““Yond' Cassius has a lean and hungry look ;
“‘He thinks too much ; such men are dangerous;
“I do not know the man I should avoid,
'S0 soon as that spare Cassius.”’—Jurivs CEsAR.
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nature, are lion-hearted, firm, strong, ardent, brave, exertive, ¢lastic, controlling ?
themselves, controlling others.

Pasgsing from the consideration of the physical properties of human nature, it
must at once occur to us that marked differences of character often have their
origin in differences of mental structure. Each man’s success depends very much
on his original endowment of mind. This is especially true in regard to success
in @esthetical and intellectual pursuits, Without that favorable endowment we
: usually designate as genius, there can be no real trinmphant achievement. Pain-
ters, Sculptors, Musicians, Poets, Orators and kindred classes are born such. High
Art and Profound thought are not mechanical. The greatest intellects have their
greatness direct from Creative Power.

Let us not be slow to recognize this truth to the honor of others, but let us :
not abuse it, to our own discouragement. Genius is bestowed in such an infinite 3

ariety of degrees, that no one need feel himself without a motive to cultivate :
whatever he has. Some men of remarkable endowment, such as CuarrsrroN and
Harrry CoLerinGE, have in reality failed. Others, much less gifted by nature, have
become great by sheer virtue of their untiring assiduity. Better improve one
talent than waste ten.

Apart from genins, I may mention two features of mental organization, which
seem to be uniformly conducive to success in all the pursuits of life. The first of
these is a certain well-balanced adjustment of the faculties of the mind to each
other, which disposes and enables its possessor almost invariably to take a right
view of things. Thisis perhaps what we usually designate as common sense.—
‘With some it seems to be intuitive; others are born without it, and as it is one of
those defects that cannot be remedied, they die withoutit. Itsimportance is fairly
incalculable. The tendency of it, is, to malke its possessor a really practical and
valuable man. Tt preserves alike from whatever is fanciful and visionary, and from
what is inert and inefficient, It recoils from all chimeras, but does not permit that :
recoil to carry it into such excessive fogyism as is blind to everything but objec-
tions, and commonly settles down upon the conclusion, that out of two possible
methods of action, the safest way is to adopt neither. In the ten thousand exigen-
c¢ies in which every man is placed, common sense is ever an invaluable help, and
wherever it exists, it constitutes a very principal part of that basls on which must
rest the superstructure of success, however brilliant and however vast.

The other characteristic of mental organization which we would mention, is
the power of promptly, energetically and steadfastly willing the things which the
judgement approves.

The actual executive power of any individual, is, for the most part, accurately
foreshadowed by thestrength and inflexibility of his determifiations. No one, in
achievement, ever goes materially beyond his own purpose. An examination of
the records of biography, or indeed, the merest outlook upon the world of human
life, especially in its social place, will show us, that the most distinguished actors
in public affairs have been, and are, men of iron strength of will. To these the
wealker look for direction and control; and the strong lean upon them with least
distrust. They are the men who prove efficient in what they undertake, whether :
it be good or bad. No one, indeed, ever becomes a man of real power, who has é
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notsturdy strength of will. If he is lacking here, he wants the main-spring that
is to keep everything moving.
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L(JOPJ 16 CHARACTER IN ITS
S We have said the will should act promptly, energetically, and steadfastly. —

{ Without promptness, there will be vacillation at the outstart; without energy,
i there will be feebleness in design, and conseqnently in execution; and without
steadfastness there will be retraction—recession—a constani proneness to relinquish
one plan or project because stale, for another, no better, but only fresher, and hav-
ing more of the charm of newness. On the other hand, when the action of the will
] : is characterized by all these three qualities, the issue whether desirable or not, can
! i searcely fail to be successful, ¥
| Perhaps we ought not to dismiss this matter of natural endowment, or the
{ i innate properties, physical and mental, of our constitutional organization, without
i : adding the remark, that, whilea clear and rational view of this subject must tend : :
| : to excifein us a profound sense of dependence on Creative and Upholding Power, :

: it yet need not and should not have the effect of prostrating our personal activities. -

: Normal structure unquestionably makes its mark on character and destiny, but *
| : isthe signal glory of that economy of things under which we are placed, that :
: nothing normal ever clashes with the processes of God's sublime emipire of universal
3 ¢ law, and hence nothing can ever arize from this source, to affect the conditions of
: human responsibility. While the mould in which our natures are run, is certainly
| : in the hands of Sovereign Power, it is yet always to be remembered, that these
! naturesas they come from his plastic touch, are not rigidly fixed and forever im-

mutable; but eontrariwise are exceedingly ductile and pliant to the modifying
: influence of every oceurrent force. Alas, that the cast, when once it has become
¥ cold and fixed, is wont to become so hideously different from the beautiful architype
i in the mind of the Great Designer. -
2d. By recurring to the general propogition we have advanced respecting the
: formation of character, it will be noticed that we have mentioned as second in
order, the moulding influence of objective circumstances. Did time permit us to
pursue it, the train of thought here opening before us would be to trace out those
impressions—many of them so deep and lasting—which are made on one’s char-
acter by his providential surroundings. Thus we should have to trace out the
inflnence of natural scenery—the effect of a residence among rural beauties, or
amid the grandeur of mountains—or by dashing cataracts, or upon the rolling
: deep, as contrasted with a residence among brick walls, and endless streefs, and
i dry-goods, and omnibusses, and money, and the ever-so-many et-ceteras of town
i life.  Another point we should have to notice would be the impressions made on
character by association with others—a most potential, because ever-acting influence
—reaching back to the dawn of being ; taking in the parents who came next after
: ! Godin making us what we are; the nurse who learned to love us for our helpless-
| I mess; thesweetlittle sister whose gentleness controlled us; the older brother whose
: assumed authority failed to accomplish as much; the hoys with whom we played,
and rambled, and fished, and quarreled ; the girls with whom we romped; the
old school-master, so hard-visaged, yet so kind-hearted, that praised us, and scold-
ed us, and flogged us, and so often awoke in us vows of manhood vengeance soon
to be forgotton ; the companions of the work-shop, or the field, or the salesroom,
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! * For what I will, I will, and there's an end.”
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or the eollege® the business partners, and the pleasure partners, and the home
partners of riper years,—in a word, the whole succeszion of that vast multitude of
persons, who by their associative connections with us, or their incidental jostlings
against us, have wrought upon our characters effects inealenlable in number and
varying in their degree from the most trivial to the most potential, A very infer-
esting collateral train of thoaght, and rich in biographical illustration, wounld
here open up before us in tracing out the effect of difficulty and adversities,—as
they are called,—as compared with prosperity and easy circumstances, in strength-
ening and developing character ; taking a peep at the stout-hearted manly little :
fellow, who fights his way over obstructions, and. the ill-starred child of fortune,
who comes into the world—it may be on some I'ifth Avenue or Beacon Street—to
be trained up to a dawdling inefficiency in manhood, by having his childhood and
: youth encrvated by ease and luxurious indulgence; softly lounging on soft sofas;
: ,softly treading velvety carpets; softly breathing mellow air—a pitiable brood of
callow nestlings, big enough, it is true, to fly, but without the plumage needful to
do it. Ah! doubtless; even short of our Fifth' Avenues, we might gather up sad
histories of undeveloped faculties—of real latent strength actually and persistently
smothered to death.
. 3. But time warns us to aim at abbreviation of what we have to-say, and
:  hence we shall waive this, that we may have fuller opportunity to dwell on the
¢ third point in the general statement we have advanced. This point, you will :
remember is, that character in its fixed and ultimate complexion, i3 mainly deter-
mined by the educational agencies, mental and moral, which are brought to bear
¢ upon it. Donothere bealarmed in the apprehension that I am now about to conduct
you into the familiar—and for this cause wearisome—field of educational training. =
This our plan does not require, nor does: time permitit. Allthat weshall aim :
at, will be to have you notice a few points which are rather to be regarded as the
products of a right education, than in any other light, and which we think are
altogether essential to anything like completeness of character.

First, There mustbea right condition of personal habit. 'We here use language
designedly general, so as to comprehend the whole variety of particulars: which
pertain to any one's method of behaving himself, and-of going about his under-
takings.

Fhus personal habit takes in the rare virtue of self-reliance. 'Twas a saying
of Goethe, that he was infinitely strengthened in his opinion by the assent of even
: one, and in every man’s heart there is much that is akin to this; nor is there any
¢ one who is, or ought to be, entirely independent of the opinion and help of others.
: But however comfortable it may be to lean on another, it will never develope

strength; nor is it at all the safest. To succeed without fail, we must cultivate
gelf-reliance. Let the child learn to walk by itself, though it should fall down a
hundred times beforeit accomplishesit. Many a character capableof great things,
is shorn of its strength by not being made to depend enough on self. And, here, :
in passing, might it not fairly be thrown out, for inquiry, whether some of our
¢ modern educators in their zeal for improvement, have not too much overlooked the
: necessity of cultivating this quality? Mere mechanical drill, however perfect, it :
is to be remembered, i3 only & means to an end, and hence every educational é
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process which inclines to stop short with this, instead of nsing it instrumentally to
develope self-reliance, is fandamentally defective.
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? Another imporfant thing that personal habit comprehends is,tm interested and
persisient atention to whatever is taken in hand. Probably no man has ever
attained great successin anythingin which he hasnot talken a lively and prolonged
interest—if enthusiastic, so much the better. Set it down as a first principle, that
the way to succeed in an affair is to throw your heart into it.* Without this,
there is wanting the neceseary link—the iron nexus—thatis to keep you from flying
off to something elze. With it, your effort is concentrated ; you have cultivated
in your singleness of design; you are brought under the influence of gomething

like aruling passion; your pursuit becomes dignified with a consistent unity ; your
prosecution of itis straight-forward and to the point. Still further, an additional
advantage accrues here in that you are instigated to higher degrees of earnestness.
You become more thoughtful and more thorough. Levity, instability, superfici-
ality, are felt to be ontof place. Though you need not necessarily wear a thunder-
cloud on your brow, ner allow a troop of carking cares to be peeping ont at the
corners of your eyes, yet yon do learn to feel that lifeis not child's play ; thatyou
have something to do and that you had better be doing it. Ina word, that you £
are a MAN, and should aim to be doing a man’s work.

But perhaps the most important thing of all, which personal habit takesin is,
systematic and methodical action.

Between this and that hap-hazard and helter-skelter way of going about,.or

else failing o go aboqunhm--is-Mémktic of some—there
is all the differencein efficiency, that there is—in a military point of view—hetween
the onset of a well-diseiplined troop, and that of raw and irvegular militia, Let
a man's processes of operation oniy be right in themselves, and then let them
become siratified into instinctive habit, and he has reached an acme of efficiency
that others are only dreaming of. Tn reading the biographies of the world’s most
:  successful men, we cannot but netice how, in many cases, they searce seemed to
¢ differ from those they outstripped, save in methodical action. This is especially.
true of those who have been most suceessful in the management of extengive busi-
ness. There havebeen men of this elass justly honoreéd of the whole world,—
such as Sanver Bupegrr, the model business man of Great Britain; and hisstriking 3
counterpart in our own hemisphere,—Amos Lawnexcs, of Boston,—whose lives

W ma ke ans e e e

#(opraE makes Dr. Faust instruct WaeNer in thesecret of oratorical power, !
in these lineg, the principle contained in which may have a rightful application to
all efioris to attain suceess in anything. v

4 If feeling prompt not, if it doth not flow i

¢t Fresh from the spirit’s depth, with strong control

¢ Swaying to rapture every listener’s soul,
= “Tdle your toil; the chase you may forego !
- “Brood o’er your task | Stray thoughts together glue,
:  Cook from another’s feast your own ragout,
: it Still prosecute your miserable game, :
2 ¢ And fan your paltry ash-heaps into flame! E
: “Thus children’s wonder you'll perchance excite, :
: “ And ape’s applause, if such your appetite. :
é  But that which issues from the heart, alone )

“Will bend the hearts of others to your own.
Swarwick's TRANSLATION.
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RELATION TO SUCCESS. 19

present a perfeet demonstration of this point.® It is not a matter of surmise, but
of historical record, that next to their noble, intense conscientionsness, neither of
them was 80 eminent inanything as in methodical action. Can it he doubted that
their success was chiefly owing to this? asindeed, in Mr. Lawsence's case, he did
not himgelf hesitate to avouch.f But why do we go to history to prove this?
Let any one open his eyes and look around him, and he will not venture to deny
it. ‘““Be ye doers, then, and not forgetful hearers.”

Next to theseand other particulars of personal habit which may readily suggest
themselves to your minds, allow me here to mention asa second fea ture of character,
which,—though based in nature and more spontaneous with some than others—is
yet principally dependant for its developement on studions cultivation—a decp and
earnest sympathy with humanity. 1 think it will be found that the most complete
men in every age, in every nation, and under every system of religion, have been
those in whom this feeling has been most ardent and vigorous and unrestricted.—
A glowing philanthropy is the crowning glory of natural zoodness. Yetis it not
a sad thought that we find ourselves praising as a rave quality, what ought tosbe
universal? Can anything be more obvious than the basis on which the feeling of
humanity rests, and the sanctions by which it is enforced? On one occasion when
the Indisn Brack Hiws was introduced to the official head of our Republic, he
uttered this terse remark, so marrowy with a great fivst principle: “Iamaman,”
gaid the wild chieftain, ‘‘and you are another.”” What more need to be said?
Has not untaught nature, with the accuracy of instinet, run’back to their last
analysis all human relations? There is not, T think, a fairer sentiment on unin-
spired records, than that which one of the Latin poets has expressed in the familiar
line :— :

< Homo sum, et htvmani @ me nil alienum puto.'' ]
Who that claims manhood himself hag any right to hide hisface from his own flesh,
or count as foreign to him, the rights and the interests of a single brother man?

The world must learn to accept more fully this great principle of human bro-

_therhood. Reason itself, unaided, tells ugso; butnoton reason alone is the support

of so momentous a principle devolved. Supreme authority has pronounced its
unequivoeal deliverance. All nations are of one blood.| All men are to be
honored.4 When the Holy Ghost moved Pavrn and Prrer to put forth such utter-

#4 Tintering the central establishment where, as we have seen, hundreds of
men are employed, we find that the whole works with fanltless regularity. The
genins of English industry scems to have chosen the place as a temple. There is
no fuss—little noise; there is no haste—no time for that. The immense daily
husiness ie timeously transacted, and the hours of evening see theplace shut and
silent. Sasven BupGuTT i3 the main-gpring of the whole vast machine.”

$ Perer Bavng.
+0n the 82d page of the life of A. Lawzexce, will be found the following
extract from his diary :

“This amount of property is great for a young man under forty-two years of
age, who cameto this town when he was twenty-one years old with no other pos-
sessions than a eommon country education, a sincere love for his own family, and
habits of industry, economy and sobriety. Under God, if is to these same self-
denying habits, and a desire I have always had to please, so furas I could, without
ginful compliance, that I can now look back upon and see as the trae ground of
my suecess,'’ I

1 Terence, || Aets, 17—26.  Z1 Peter, 2—17.
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ances as these, he but reiterated a teaching of the voice of nature; yetis ita
teaching which contains one of the most potential of first principles, and which
will never cease to act, and can never be crushed to death? Take those threelittle
God-given words,—HoNor ALL MEN,—fling them abroad among the nations; trust
their divinity'; they have power in them to leaven universal mind; to alter univer-
sal society ; to undermine and overthrow all systems of injury and violence and
oppression ; - to alleviate the multitudinous ills that characterize all social relations ;
to make the race what it ought to be—a race of brothers. "And if as individuals,
we would reach any completeness of character, we must not check, but cultivate
agsiduously in our hearts and lives, the feelines and acts of humanity.

There must be no one so unfortunate, so ignorant, so degraded, or even so
vicious, as to be excluded from our humane regards. Wemust learn to love each
other—to take an interest in each other, and to do good to each other, feeling that
in a human and earthly point of view, weare all brothers. Nor let it be sup-
posed by any one, that this isan impracticable refinement of sentiment and
feeling, that can have no good bearing on a man’'s success. The reverseis proven
to be true by all human experience. It is not the man who cuts himself off
from his kind, that will attain success, even in its lower degrees of business pros-
perity. Itisrather the man who hasa warm heart for his fellows; who has a kind
word for everybody ; who is ready to lend a helping hand to those around him;
who has a smile for the joyous and a tear for the distressed ; whose beaming coun-
tenance is the out-speaking token of the generous affections that fills his heart; and
who thus demonstrates to the world that everybody onght to love him, because
he loves everybody. Such a man has in thehearts of the people an actual business
capital, which,—though by no means to be used asa substitute—is yet as valuable
in its place as dollars and cents. Stick him down where you chose, though it be
only on the street corner to sell sugar and tea by the shilling’s worth, and other
things being equal, our honor for it, he will outsell all the churls around him.—
But this, do not forget, is viewing the subject from the very lowest platform—that
of mere material success. Up, up, quite beyond this, are vast reaches of urgency
and inducement, where you may ascend step by step, until you stand on the very
plane of such an elevation as has been won by Howarp, and WiLsErFORCE, and

Crargsow, and Gurxny, and Fry, and Dix, and Nigamivears, and a troop of kin- :

dred souls of whom the world isnot worthy. Alas! thatin our day, the beautiful
proportions of & high, heaven-born, heaven-directed philanthropy are so often
carieatured by the pretensions of certain men, who, occupying the slight elevation
of some natural goodness, and an instinctive warmth of feeling towards man as
man, imagine themselves to have reached the sublimity of philanthropic affection,®

# 1 Ttis not without a kind of pleasure that we behold the sceptics of our day,
not knowing what to do with their natural religion, and haunted by a desire to
believe, frankly addressing themselves to other objects, and strange to tell, making
for themselves a religion without a divinity. Some make science the object of their
passionatedevotion. Others evoke the genius of humanity, or, as they say itsideal,
devoting tfo its perfection and triumph, equally ideal, whatever they possess of
affection, of thought, and of power. Others, and in our day the greatest number,
have made for themselves a religion of political liberty. The triumph of certain
principles of right in society, is to them what the kingdom of God and eternal
life ave to the christian. They have their worship, their devotion, their fanaticism ;
and those very men who smile at the mysticism of christian sects, have also their
mysticism, less tender and less spiritual, but more inconceivable.”’ —VINET,

.
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and hence assume to look down with supercilious regard upon all such things as
churches, and sects, and clergy, and christian people; and to gratify at once their
self-complacency and their spitefulness, by angry fulminations against all who
follow not with them. And do you really think, oh ye selfstyled Good Samari-
tans! Ye Garnmon's, and Wriemr's, and Bumimier’s, and Hicemsox's, and
Crariy's, and Gruerey's! Do you really think that the spirit of humanity dwells
only with you? Do ye really fear that when you are gone, the race will be left
friendless? Ah, think again; take a little wider range of vision ; fathom the
profounder depths ; get more insight into the conditions of human life; be a little
more humble ; read your bibles a little more; pray a little more; perhaps you may
yetlearn to see, that the noblest type of philanthropy is not an off-shoot of earth;
not in any sense & simple secularity ; but born of God, and having its daily being
fresh from God.

In modern times no name holds on the score of philanthropy, so proud a place
in the book of the world’s remembrance, as that of Jomy Howanp. Let it not be
forgotton, that he reached not this distinction until in the anguish of what is now
sometimes sneered at asreligious conviction, the terrors of the Almighty had rolled
as masses of clouds over his soul, and until emerging from that gloom, he felt the
sunlight of everlasting love streaming upon him. Oh! would you learn the
mighty inner foree which gave to his whole life its beauteous developement, look
upon him while he is kneeling alone—and his thoughts are busy with another
world—and he views all present things in the light of that world, and again and
again, as he turns his eye backward and forward, the remembrance of the past and
the hope of the future calls forth from his tremulous lips—the humble, the heart-
felt, thankful cry—*‘Lord God! Why me? Why me?’’

Young Gentlemen—OQur subject draws to its close. The train of remark in
which I have just indulged, suezests and prepares the way for a single additional
thought which I dare not supPress, even though in uttering it I may betray—as
perhaps 1 have already done—my professional habitudes of mind. The point is
this—In order to that completeness of character necessary to the highest attainment
of success, there must be in every case, as the result of diligent self-culture, a cer-
tain experience of actual moral goodness. The soul in its subjective state, must
be liberally permeated with some leaven that will make it better than it naturally
inclines to be. There is a certain fact in regard to our moral state, which is of the
highest interest to us all, and which if we overlook, we make as grand a mistake
touching the conditions of our spiritual heing, as though in the departmeut of
physics we should ignore the law of gravitation. It is this: By a mysterious, but
ungquestionable bias of natural propensity, the human heart gravitates downwards.
Tell me, is it not so, you who know yourselves? Well, then, that tendency must
be resisted and overcome hy counteractive forces. We must learn to mount up
into a region of thought and feeling, where we shall breathe a purer atmosphere,
and gratify ourselves with the exercises of a new moral strength. Until this is
done, our characters, however well-developed otherwise, are plainly defective.—
We have failed to reach the very thing which most of all is necessary to complete-
ness.
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To show that I am not now looking at thigsubject froma short-sighted point of
view, allow me to quote; a8 in agreement with what I have said, an extract from a
letter written a few years ago by one of the greatest of American Statesmen—the
Hon. Jonw Davis, of Massachusetts.

““No one,”" he remarks, ‘‘can desire a more enviable dizlinction, a more em-
phatic name, than he whom all tongues proclaim to be the good man ; the man
who comprehends his mission, and, with unvarying steadiness of purpose fulfils itf.
There is such a thing as mental superiority, as elevated station, as commanding
influence, as glory, ashonor; and these are sometimes all centered in the same
individual : butif that individual has no heart; if humanity is not mixed in his
nature; if he has no ear for the infirmities, the wealnesses, and the sufferings of
hig fellow-beings,—he is like the massive, coarse walls of a lofty fortress, having
strength, greatness and power; but as & man, he iz unfinished.”

Young Gentlemen ; there can be no question that this is the right view of this
subject, especially if we understand the writer—ag doubtless we ought—to apply
the epithet goed, with reference to the real subjective state of the soul, and as as-
suming that these laudable humanities, on which he lays such stress, have their
origin in this primal fount. *

Norisitatall to be doubted, thatsuch completeness of character will compass
the highest possible reaches of human success. Assimilating the heart and life
nearer and nearer to the Divine Perfection, it cannot fail to secure in this earthly
life, a career which will be lustrous with true beauty, and power and joy—even
though the world should miss neticing it—and what is best of all, this present
experience will but prepare the way for loftier attainments of & yet more enviable
guccess upon the high, high fields of heavenly glory and honor and immortality. .

Young Gentlemen ; before I stop, } have a word to gay to you, more directly
personal than anything I have yet said. By your enlistment in the ranks of those
who are passing throngh the formative exercises afftl processes of educational dis-

cipline and self-culture, you havea peculiar claim upon our warm wishes and

fervent prayers, for your success in life. It will not be long until most of you,
probably, will have entered upon the particular department of active effort in
which your lives are to bespent. What I have to say to you is, that, inasmuch as
thereare various clisses of educated mind in the great world of human society, it
will not be right for you to rest satisfied with winning a mere admission into the
Republic of Letters; but you must exercise a most vigilant care in regard to the
particular class in which you take your places for life. One large elass, of which
there are choice specimens in every community, is the class of the inefficients.
They have passed through the forms of educational training, but from various
causes, they are men of no executive power. They recede instead of going forward.
In all literary, and even utilitarian points of view, they are confirmed hacle-sliders
—utterly incorrigible. Their talent rusts under ground. Their college diploma
becomes the badge of their disgrace. Were their biographies to be writien, all
might be expressed by-a certain word not quite classical, T admit, but of profound
significance. In downright vernacular, their lives have proved a fizzle. We do
not want you to join these.
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Another clagg, more numerous, consists of those who have positive efficiency, §
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more or less, but who direct it—some of them too exclusively—to selfish aggran-

dizement; others, alas, are recklessly scattering death-bearing fire-brands and
arrows on the right hand and on the left.  We do not want you to join these.

But is there not another class of various vocations in life, of whom it may
fairly be said, that they have honestly consecrated themselves to the furtherance of
whatsoever is good and lovely, and beneficial to society ; who aresincerely aiming
to promote the welfare of the race, and with an eye upon ohjects invisible to sense,

:  are striving faithfully and honorably to fulfil their part inlife—to do the work that

! is given them to do? To this class, Young Gentlemen, we would have you ally

i yourselves in life, in death, and forever. Remember our real, our immortal life,
consigteth not in what we have, but in what we are.

“‘We live in deeds, not j'em's; in thoughts, not breaths ;
““In feelings, not in figures on a dial.

¢ We should count time by heart throbs: He most lives
{“Who thinks most; feels the noblest; acts the best.
 And he whoseheart beats quickest lives the longest :
“TLives in one hour, more than in years do some

‘' Whose fat blood sleeps as it slips along their veins.
“Life is hut a means unto an end ; that end,

‘i Beginning, mean and end, to all things—God.

“tThe dead have all the glory of the-world.”
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