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ADDRESS TQ THE GITIZENS 0F WEST VIRGINIAJ

The time being near at hand when the
people will be called npon “to exercise a
wmost important and long cherished privi-
lege, and to discharge a most sacred trust—
that of voting for a suitable person to fill
the office of President of the United States,

thi “Central MeOlellan Club” of the city l

of Wheeling, in the faitkful discharge of a
duty devolving upon them, bég feave tosub-
mit the following facts and suggestions, rel-
utive to the unhappy condition of our coun-
try, to your careful and candid roamdera
tion,

In doing this we shall endeavor to speak
a3 become citizens of a once free country,
and who desire to preserve and maintain
that freedom which Brooks no despotic

usurpations. of loa.thsome and detestable
tyrants.. Lt behooves every voter to refloct:
‘well before he casts his vote for any porspn
to fifl so high and respousible a station.
As one of the candidates now before. the .
neople asking their suffrages for this office,
has had fhe management of cur gov

| mental affairs for the last four years, a brief
{wvacw of his administration woqid secm
necesgary in determining the chmce of cans
didates.

We propose, therefore, to ta.ke & CUr3DNY.
view of the political aets of the presens
Ohief Magistrate. Wken he entered upon
the duties of his office; the country was
prosperous and measarably happy. Nowit
is drenched in fraterns! blood. Th_ LS S




which comrnan

war
ministration, bas been suddenly checked —

industrv has been paralyzed—the half fam-

ished laborer groans under 8 most onerol
iaxation—confidence in the stability of eur
institations is rapidly dimipishing—linan—

cial ruin is staring a disheartened people in-

the face—a public debt, equal to one fifth of
all we own,asa nation, is saddled upon ns—
dismal forebodings as to the future hang
over the eountry like a funeral pall. These
are but a few
that have fallen upon us within the last four
years.

And why is this? Ts it the legitimate
result of a wicked, civil war? If 8o, then
why is not the war bronght to a'sp'@'_etfi}ﬁnﬂ
an honorable close? Tave not the people
promptly responded to the calls of the
President for soldiers? The cries and la-
mentntions of the numberless widowsand or-
phans is a sufficient answer. Is it:for the
want of money to meet the requirements
of this terrible conflict? Let a national
debt of nearly four billions stand &8 an an~
swor that this improvident Administration
nas had all that its insatiate greed desired.
"Then why is not the rebellion put down?
Why is not peace restored to this distracted
and bleeding county ?

“Is it 1ot time to pause; and see if we can-
not ascertain the cause of this deplorable
and wicked failure. The present incumbent
was.elected to office by the vaotes of a fa
natical and sectional party. To secure the
triumph of that party, M=, Lincory bas
agerificed whatever of patriotism he may
have possessed. Yielding to the * outside

pressure”’ from the radical Abolitionists he |

Las forsaken the political land-marks of our
fathers, and has avowed a purpose and a
policy wholly ‘subversive of the Governs
ment he has eworn to support and at vari-
ance with the spirit and letter of the Con

stitution he most solemnly vowed to defend.
To foree his one idea upon a Union-loving
people he has destroyed the lives of half a
million of white men in the visionary at

tempt to elevate the negro to an imagioary
standard. In fine, his whole administration
uas been a concatenation of experiments
and a frightful tissue of hallucinations and
criminal blunders.

And now, citizens of West Virgmia, will
7ou permit this blunderer and political
ruountebavk to be continued in office, that
anpther four years of intense suffering and
sorrow may beheaped upon an already dis-
seartened and despairing people? We
camnot believe that you will do so, for so
certain that, from any fortnitous circum-

pled caregr™o T Hational pruip_ér.ity:, :
iod the admiration of the |
. the commencement of this Ads

the almost countless evils

“bered among the things that were,
no fiction, no idle dream of fancy. The re-
ity would stand out ibold relief, as plain
| as the ncon-daysun. That tbe present in-
cumbent meditates a military despotism is
-clearly evinced in every political act of bis
from the issning of that most detestable
emancipation proelamation up to the pres-
entperilous hour. No palliation, noexcuse,
no plea of mitilary nécessify, no assumed
higher power, called the war powcr, can be
urged in defense of the high handed and
criminal usurpations of Constitutional
right{_ﬁ which have characterized his ignoble
administration. ;

Pause, then, citizens of West Virginia,.
and ponder well the condition of our conn
try. - Study carefully the cause of all our
distress and degradation. We anticipate
youe logical and just conclosions, as there
can be but dne solutton of the matter—
blind and fanatical imbeeility instead of
sagacious statesmanship.

And do you ask if there is no chance of
escaping the awfnl calamity that now awaits
us— -no ray of hope that the evils frowning
in thie impending fature may be averted?
We answer that there is one yista of hope
and only one. It is the last Jingering star
of promise—the elective franchise——the sa
cred privilege ofthe ballot box. Therefore,
if you would be freemen, arouse and by
your united voices and votes hurl from pla-
ces of power and trust those who have diss
graced the exalted position to which they
were elevated byaccident, and have bronght
shame upon the nameand pature ofAmerican
liberty., Asyouprize the Union with allits
| attendant blessings, act with energy, with
| concert, and we verily believe that success
will erown your noble efforts, by electing
Geo B McCreLran, President of the Uni-
ted States. Then will the merning of na-
tional peace and prosperity dawa upon a re—
joleing people.

What a noble standard bearer for 8o no-
ble a cause!l He fights for the Union as it
was, the Constitution as it is, and for the
enforcement of the laws. The integrity of
the Union is the only condition of peace.
The rights of the States are respected.—

this, he says, must dwell in the councils of
the nation, and in the hearts of the people.
And who, of all others in the United
States, should be more acceptable to the
citizens of West Virginia, than GEx. Guorez
B.McOrerran? Inthe dark winter of our
discontent, and in the midnight of our deep
despair, when the daring coborts of rebe

Jion were sweeping over the mountains and

Concilistion and compromise bis motto, and
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through the valleys of cur State, then ap~ |
peared the brave, the intrepid, and the no
ble-hearted commander, Groree B. Mc-
Crerzaw, and rolled;back the red billowsof
secession and dissipated the threatning clond
of distress that was lowering over our land.
‘As a commander he respected the rishts of
ihe citizen. Asa defender of the Uonsti-
tution he demanded obedience to the laws. |
State institutions were safe, and pillage and
cutrage unknown. For kis chivalrous con |
duct and timely succour, the citizens of
Wes: Virginia owe him a debt of gratitude
which ean only be partially paid in a unan-
imous effort to elect bim to the highest oi-
fice within the gift of the people,

We implore you, therefore, to rise in tle |
majesty of your streagth, and save your |
country from the tersible ruin that now
threatens to engulf if. Ifyou love peace
and order—if you desire to see industry and
prosperity take their wonted position—if
you wish to transmit to future generations,
the sweet blessings of a free government,
which, for three-fourths of a century show-
ered its benefits upon us, we entreat you to
unite, as one man, and vote for McOLELLAN
and Pexoieron. Do this and all will be
well. !

For your further information we would |
state that the great Democratic party of
the United States met inthe City of Chi- .
cago on the 20th day of Septembeor last, and
with a unanimity, hitherto unknown in |
in such sssemblies, nominated Georcx B. l

4M o 8
MeCrLezuay, of New Jersey, 45 a candidate
for the Presidency, anl Geroree Ii. Pex-

| BLETON, of Obio, & candidate for the office

of Vice President of the United States —
And, although West Virginia was not rep
resented in said Convention, yet the Dem-
ocrats and couservative  citizens of this
State, through the agevey of'a “State Ex .
ecative Commitiee,” bave brought outafall
alectoral ticket, embracing the names of the
filwing peotlemen, who are now befors
vou for your suflrages, The electors at
arge are (i, W. Sussiers, of Kanawba, and
Jonx J. Jickson, of Wood, The District
clectore are Joun J. Davis, of Harrison:

| W A, Hanxaway, of Monongalia, and

Joux J. Tuoseson, of Putnam. These
gentleman are of bigh standing, acknowl
edged ability. and known integrity, beiny
eminently qualified for the distingnished
position o which they have been placed be-
fire the publie :

We are further authorized to say that the
Provost Musshal of West Virginia guaran-
tees that there skall be no Interference
with the freedom of elsction. In view of
these facts, we most carnestly urge upen
you to crganize county tickets, and rally
to the polls. Bring out yourwhole strength
and strike such a blow for your coyn 5
will cause despots ¢85 tre
to rejoice.

By order of the
McCrerrax Exrcvrive Comstrraes

N é.tiona.l Democratic Platform.

L. That in the futore, as in the past; we will
adhers with unswerving fidelity to the Union un-
der the Constitution, as the only solid foundation
of our strength, security and happiness as a peo-
ple, and as & framework of government. equally
conducive to the welfare and prosperity of ail the
States, both Northern and Southern.

2, That this Convention does explicitly declare,
asthe sense of the Ameriean poople, that after
“our years of failure to restore the Union by the
experiment of war, during which, under the pre-
tonse of a military necessity or war power higher
than the Conrtitution, the Constitution itself has
heen disregarded in every part,and public liberty

Delaware, was a shameful violation of the Conati
tution and a repetition of such acts in the ap
vroaching election will be held as revolutionary
end resisted with sll the means and power under
our eontrol. M
4. That the nim and oblect of the Democratic
parly are to preserve the Federal Union and the
vights of the States unimpaired, and they hereby
declare that they consider the o ministrative usur-
pation of extraordivary and dangerous povwers not
zranted by the Constitiiion ; the subversion of
the civil by the military law in States not in in-
sarreetion ; the arbitrary military arres , ‘Ampriz-

and private right alike trodden down and the mo.
terial prosperity of the country essentially im-
paired, justice. humanity, liberty and the publie
welfare demand that immediate efforts be made
for & cessation of hostilities with a view to an ulti-
mate Convention of the States or other peaceable
means, to the end that at the earliest practicable
momment peace may be restored on the basis of the
Federal Union of the States.

3. That the direct interferencs of the wiiitary
authorities of the United States in the recent elee-
tions held in Kentucky, Maryland, Missonri and

t, trinl and sentonce of American citizens
in States where civil law exicts in full force ; the
supvression of freedorm of speech and of the press;
the denial of the right of asylum: the opda and
avowed disregard of Staterights; the employment
of unusual test oaths; and the interference with
and denial of 1he 1ight of the people tobes * arms
in their defence, 83 caleulated to prevent a restora-
ticn of the Union and tke perpetuation of a gov-
croment deriving its just powers from the conses *
of the governed,

B. That the shameful disregard by the Admin-
istration of its daty ia respert to our faellow citi-




“of the I*ammme';; rty |
Iy extended to the soldiers off | th

9 =Ty

‘General McClellan's Letter of Acceptance.

Onasgn, New Jersey, bcpte;anr 8. { *aceived ab onve wih a full gnarantee of alb its
Gextreywess 1 hage the honor t& % wnsr.ituunaal rights,

the receipt of your latter inf’ z ms of my It a frank, earnest, and persisteni effort Ao ohe

ination by the 1 . al L‘unventlnn‘ | tain those ehjects should fiil, the respongibility for

“vecently n:wmblvd at .mn;m as their candidate | ulterior consequenses will fall upon those who re-

at the next elections {or Prosident of the United | wnain in grms against the Union. But the Unicn

8

Stites, st be preserved at all hazards.
It is ungecessary for me to eay to you that this | 1 could notlookin thedace of my gallant comrades
nominstion comes lo wme nosought. “oi the prm anﬂmn,vy who have survived so many

Lam happy t - know that when the nomination | :'oody battles, and tell them that their libors and
wis made the record of wiy public 1ife was keptin | tae sacrifics of so many 6f our slain and wounded
viaw, Sretbren had been in vain; that we had abandonsd

The effect of long and varied esrviee in the | *hat Umion for which we have 30 often perilecl oar

nrmy, daring war and peace, has been tostrengthen | 1 ves. i
¥nd make indalible in my mind and heartthe love | A vast majority of our people, whethor io. the
and reverence for the Union, Constitution, laws, | army and nayy or a% home, would, as, I would,
und fiagof our country, im [ire»'sed upon mwe' in | Lol with nabounded jo;y the permanent resfora-
early youth, | fon of peace, on the basis of the Union under the

hese feelings have thus far gmded the course | Constitution, without the effusion of snother drop
af my life, and must ouptinqa tg‘-.l-;r 80,40 its end. ot blood. Butne pesos beyam&mni wiihmﬂ

The exizstence of 1 o Union.. =
the region which ¢ : H% Asto the ot'her au‘b_peets prsaontad in the tem)u.—
ible ¥ t,hckhepuu; the gower nm{‘* “hr 2 tions of the Conveniion, I need only say that 1
ot the people. 1 | should seek in the Constitution of the United States

@ preservat.mn of on‘r Tnion was the role | and thelaws framed in scrordane’ tamlth th

: olg,,a b for which t@u\\n &0 h.u cummuué. ruje of my duty, and the limitation

dhnve been conducted W p:gn toTestore mrzin fex
] mmwxmmw;ﬁ ﬂ’i renditure, re-esta | MSM«W,.M;,.
tnok cceasion to déclars when in astive servige. by rthe’ npemliua of & ore Vigorous r mm v
"Thns condusted, she work of veconcifiavion wonld | : einme our commanding position among ¢
nve been easy, and we might have reaped the | fions of the earth. i
venefits of our many victories on lnnd and sea.’ | The condit on of our finances, the deproemt:on
The Union was originally formed by the exer- | of the poper money, and the burdens thersby im-
cige of n spirit of conciliation and compromise | posed on lahor an (&plf-ﬁl show the necers'ty of &
T'o restore and preserve it, the same ipirit mnst | retun to a sound fin sneml ﬂm @ rights
prevail in our m and inthe hearts of the | of citizans and the ® 'bmd-
people. ing adthority of law n\ or Presldsnt, army,
* 'The re- est&blzahmenb of t-ha Uaion o all ite in- | people, are suhjects u[‘ not le,zs vital importamm m
tegrity i3, snd must continua to be, the indispensa- | var than in peace.,
ble m&ihon m any gettlement. . ép soon a8 it.18 | Helieving that. tho views here reased nre
clear, or even probable, that our presant adverea- | those of the Convention and the' pdnp ‘yuu repre-
ries‘are réady for poccs, upen the basis of the | sout, I aceept-the nomination.
Woion, we should exhaust all the reseurces a{i I renlize the weight ot the~ nsp-mbﬂib}' o' be
Statesmanship practiced Ly civilized nabions and | boyne shonld the people ratify your ohofec.
gﬁﬂm tradi

L itions of tha American people, |  Conscisus of my ewh weakness, I'oan only geok
consistent with the homor and inferests of the coun- l ‘srvently the guidanse of “the Rulor of ths Uni-
try, o airh’ pasca, ro-estabilish the Umo'n, | verga, and, relying nn his all powerful aid; do my
nnil gasre g itare, the constitutisnal | Leat mmmm Enion and pencs to o mﬁ'ﬂrmg peo-
--_ugm of every ¢ Union i the one o n- | pie, and 'ty establish and guard their Hbertiss and
of pesce—we sak 0 more. o sights.  Fam, gamlamug,'\ery rn!pécfﬁxlly
‘o add what T donbt not was, alihongh ne- Your. chadientgervin

ex d, the sentiment of the convention, 2s. it J Grorar B mlmﬂuw
ofig 1111" ople thoy represent, that whon any ope . Hon. Horatio Seymour; and sihors; Committes.
Stute t toreturn to the Umw, it should be | | '
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