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Democrats and

White Men of

West Virginial

You are soon to be called to the polls,
to decide a question far more important
than the election of any officer, whose
tenure is but for a few years, and whose
acts, however reprehensible they may be,
you have always hitherto had it in your
power to revoke. The question at issue,
stripped of all disguises, is, whether or
not you will keep this power in your
own hands. Will you submit to any
tampering with the right of suffrage on
the part of your public servants, or will
Jou decide how it shall be exerciced
and by whom? And if you determine
to retain this power, will you share it
with the negro? Put the question in
this way, and your answer is net uncer-
tain—from peak to peak your native hills
would echo and re-echo the thunder of
your No! DBut the enemies of our rase
and country dare not put it so plainly.
They tell you that the word “white”
which you are asked to strike out of your
Vonstitution is already a nullity—a
meaningless blot on its pages. They
tell you that the “issune is dead,” that
negro suffrage is “‘a fixed fact,” hoping to
¢onceal from you the great importance of
your action in the matter, and to per-
sunde you that itis a mere furmality,
‘while the truth is, that by voting for
this measure, you assume the whole re.
sponsibility of negro suffrage, and do
actually “fix” the “fact” forever within
yonr State, irvespective of all past legia.
dation, State or Federal. No wrong is

a *fixed fuot” so long as a free poople de-
termice to remain free. Had your an-
cestors, whe achieved for you the price«
less heritage of a free governwent, ren-
soned as do the advocates of this amend-
meant, you would still be the oppressed
subjects of kingly power. Do you love
liberty less than they? Are you pre-
pared to surrender this dearly bought
right of self-government at the first as-
sault of ity encmies?  Will you let them

lead you, blindfold and submissive, to
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your own and your country’s ruin ? Open .

your eyes, we beseech you, before it be

too late ! If the apirit of your fathers

still survives, if the pride of race bo net

dead, we implore you to pause and reflect

before you take the final step |
You are now asked to endorse the

“Tlick Amendment,” which is the imme-

diate offspring of hbdt mogt dmluw and

shameless violation of the I‘ederal Con- -

stitution, the so-called “Fifteenth Amond-
ment,” The Congress which proposed,

and the Legxslature which presumed to
ratify this measure, are guilty of the -

most flagrant usurpation, and the peopln
who will tamely sabmit to it must al-
ready bs ripe for slavery. 5

A written constitation o nhmu taq the
principal differeace between a fros and a
despotic government. Tt is. the ac ipreme
law of the lind, binding upon peopls and
Eiractments not made
1f the

tundamental law,

legislators alike,
in conformity to it are not laws.
people infringe  this

31“ k 6?1\’%.1-1;1%“\;”\5‘\3-‘13: -

L}

A
i \
(S
,-A)-F'L":____‘,y



Vg

REcy

they open the gates to anarchy ; if they
pormit their legislators to infringe it,
they invite and welcome tyranny. Itis
the wall of defense against the selfish am-
bition of the few, on the one hand, and
the unbridled passions of the multitude
and the hour on the other. The import~
ance, then, of most jeslously guarding
against every breach of it cannot be ex-
aggerated.

By the Federal Constitution, the peo-
ple of the several States delegated part of
their inherent amd sovereign rights to a
government which they thereby institu-
ted, expressively reserving to themselves,
in the following carefully chosen words,
ALL POWERS NOY S0 DELEGATED : *“All
powers not delegated to the United States
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it
to the States,are reserved to THE STATES
RESPECTIVELY OR TO THE PEOPLE.”
The highest of all rights to a free people
is that ef suffrage, with all that pertains
toit. It lies at the foundation of all.
Resign it, or allow any violation of it
and the Republic falls at once. From
beginning to end the Federal Constitu-
tion contains no word allowing Congress
any power whatever to regulate or con-
trol the right of suffrage in the States.
It is not only one, but the first and great-
est of those rights, which, never having
been parted with, still remains exclusive-
ly with the people of the States.

Itis true, the Constitution provides
that amendments may be made to it, and
preseribes the manner in which Congress
may propose and the States ratify them,
But by such amendments as may become
part of the Constitution upon their ratifi-
cation by three-fourths of the States, are
not meaat such radical changes in the
form of government as would take re-
served rights from the people of the
States. The powers delegated are not
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granis from the Federal Government to
the veople, but from the people of the
several States to the Government; con-
sequently, all further assumption of
power by the Government, in any way, is
an usurpation to which the people must
never submit, and by which they can
never be bound, except by their own con-
sent, All powers not delegated to the
Federal Giovernment, nor prohibited to
the States or the people. thereof, remain
with the people of the several States, and
are violable. Kach State remains aba
solute master of all its reserved powers.
The right of deciding who shall and who
shall not vote is one which no Congress,
however perfectly organized—however
complete, can claim, unless the people of
each Btate, either directly at the polls oz
by a convention invested with power to
declare their will, expressly delegate such
new power. Let them give even a taeif
consent to s0 bold and unwarranted an
agsumption of authority as this so-called
Fifteenth Amendment, and where will
you place the limit to the encroachments
of the central government { The power
that gives can take away, Tf the Federal
Government has a right to interfere at all
in this matter—if it can say who shall
vote—it can also say who shall nof.
There needs but another step to change
our institutions and give us a king.
The article which provides for amend-
ments closes with these words: “Pro-
vided, that no State, without its consent,
shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in
the Senate,”” How then could this pow-
er of proposing amendments be claimed
by that miserable fragment of a Congress
which excluded the representatives of
ten soversign States, and presumed to
govern them while denying them a voics
in the National Legislature? The very
grievance which, more than all others,



was the cause of that revolution to which
we owe our national existence.

All that has been said of the fraudu.
Jent and unconstitutional character of the
*15th Amendment” in its passage by
Congress is equally true of i's pretended
matification by the States. You, the people
of West Virginia, have never given your
assent to that act of revolution. Your
Jegislature was not authorized by you to
doso. You alone have the right to say
who shall vote within your State. If
pot should declare, as you now do in
your Constitution, that none but white
male citizens shall vote within your bor-
ders, no power on earth has the constitu-
tional right to gainsay it. Your legisla-
ture can do nothing of the kind. Itsso-
ealled ratification of the “15th Amend-
ment” is unconstitutional and void. Ir
and ~oT the word “wHITE" is a nullity.
If every state legislature but one, should
sssume to ratify such a measure, all to-
gether could not eontrol the one State
refusing to ratify. Such action strips the
diseenting State of one of its reserved
vights and establishes a precedent, by
which a minority of the State is entirely
st the mercy of three-fourths, should
the majority desirea complete change in
the form of government. It alsonulli-
fies that clause in the constitution which
declares that all powers not delegated are
reserved, and opens wide the door to
misconstruction and the most dangerous
sbuse of power by the Federal govern-
ment

But for what purpose has all this out.
rago been pertuated upon the States?
What is the excuse for trampling the
Constitution and the rights of the States
in the dust? Was it to procure some ex-
traordinary benefit which could be ob-
tained only at such an immense sacri-
fice? Or was it to relieve us from some
great and imminent danger? No, it was

s

to bind the white race and loose the ne
gro, to place an ignorant and half-civil-
ized people in the position of co-rulers
with you. Can you submit quietly to
such aninsult? Will you by voting for
the Flick amendment, scal with your own
hands your own dishonor? If by en-
dorsing at the polls the Flick amendment
you strike out the word ‘‘white,”” you
are fully committed by your own volunta-
ry action to negro syffrage and revolution
in its worst forms, and your mutilated
Constitution stands a monument of your
folly and degradation, mo matter what
may be dene hereafter by either Con-
gress or legislature, to retrace their steps,
Your ection in this maiter is no mere
fagm. Those who urge upon you the
adoption of this measure ask you to
repudiate the prineiples ‘‘emblazoned on
the banner under which our common
splendid victory has been won.” Teach
such men by your votes that that banner
has lost nothing in the affections of true
Democrats, when it is now seen floating
triumphant in vietory, least tattered
where it was borne boldest and held
highest in the conflict. Tell them that
“‘yictory is the signal not for retreat, but
for remewed onsets, each more vigorous
than the last, until the forces of usurpa-
tion shall be driven from their lasé
refuge. Under the inspiration of sue-
ocess true men become as bold as they are
true.”

But a democratic (1) legislature has

become  wet-nurse fo this Radical
bastard! A few self styled leaders of
Democracy,  have betrayed  the

men whose votes raised them to power
by surrendering in the very hour of vie-
tory the principles in defense of which
the battle was fought. No sooner was
our triumphant flag intrusted to their
hands than they trailed it in the dust.
What these men mean by calling them.



<

: o ol i
%_\m’ﬁ m\—,\n TN gy e e B NES TR &

selves democrats would puzzle them or
any onc else to say. If their idea of de~
mooracy be eongistent with negro equali-
ty and Federal usurpation, they hLad
much better ‘go over openly and at once
to the enemy’s camp, for there and there
alone, are thesé' things to be found. The
banner of democracy is still unstained by
them. Tt still bears upon its folds the
glorious mottoes of free government, of
white ' government, of the rights of the
people of the States, and of resistance to
tyrants and usurpers. Bmblazoned with
such principles the frue men of the Stata
and of the land will bear it again and
again  to the -rescus of the na-
tion from the hands of its internal foss,
Show these men that sueh treason as
theirs shall not go uopunished. Repudi-

“ate their leadership. Lot them sece that

your priociples are not to be sold and

that our late vietory meant freedom over
wroag and oppression, and not their els-
vation to office.

It there be a republican who ocares.

nothing for the Republie, let him vote
for the Flick amendment. [f there be s
democrat who is tired of self government
and longs for, an ebony master let him
vote to sirike out the word wiirs. If
there be a disfranchised citizen meas
enough to covet power at the expense of
his country’s freedom and anxious to
crawl to the polls in the protecting shad .
ow of the, negro let Aim lend his influ-

ence to the support of this infamous

measure.  Buf let true men everywhers
vote it dowa.
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