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94 plus 56 plus 58

equals ?
The Seneca Trail

A painter came one day and picked
out a fine, large electric light pole at
my front gate and painted a brosd
band of white around it Then he
made a red border around the top of
it and arcund the bottom of it an-
other red border and it looked very
tasty. Then on the south side he
put the figures "*24"" and on the north
side thesame so large that even he
who runs a motor car ¢an read it as
he woes skyhooting down the road.

It seems now that 24 means that
Marlinten is op the great north and
south bighway projected in the
State’s schieme of good roads. A late
map shiows that 24 begins at Prince-
ton ¢n our southern border thence in
a norshernly direction by Glenlyn
where it erusses New River, by Pe-
terstown . Lindside, Union, Pickaway
Rouceverbe, Lewisburg., Renick,
Hilsboro, Marlinton, KEdreay, Lin-
wood, Mingo, to Huttensville, where
it connects with £6 and with it to
Elkins, snd thence with 58 by Par-
sons, to Breokside in Preston county.
on the Maryland line, and thence by
way of Oakland to points farther
norih.

Anyway that is the way thatru-
mor has it and a plance at a recent
rosd map would indicate that this is
the long continuous north and south
road through West Virginia. Roose-
velt culled attention to the long
trough like valleys of the Alleghe-
nies and the road as outlined above
takes full advantage of this trough
like formation.

It is in the country of the forest
reserve, the new Scate parks, and tha
proposed national park. By the way,
the commissioners appointed to look
over thie various park sites have de-
cided that in their opinion that our
mountains will not do for such a park
because there are too many improye-
ments. This should not mean an
abandonment of the enterprise for
Congress has not acted on the prapo-
sition. and it may well be the ma-
ture judgment of the governing body
that the settled communities within
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these rich mountains will afford the
tourists an opportunity for a lodging
for the night and aiso supply them
wibh sustenance for their camps. If
it is to pe the playground of the
nation. why should not the ftowns
and tbe well kept farms add t¢ the
attraction? Tourists want to rough
it but do not want it too rough. And
the ftine roads oughti to have great
weight with Congress as sparing the
expense of new roads that otherwise
would have to be built at opational
expense. 1t is Congressman Taylor’s
chance to get busy on a matter thab
most nearly affecis his discriet.  Les
the tourisis come and they canlive
off of the country for a consideration

The great north and south road
will be tlie great scenic rouie of the
nation.

Tue road as outlined above touches
the waters of the Cheati Typares
Valley, Greenbrier, New, and Biue-
stone There is a peculiar [ormation
just east of the height of laund that
marks the eastern boundary of the
State of West Virginia The Green-
brier River for someshing 1 ke 4 hun-
dred and seventy miies wasnes the
foot of the main Allegbeny and its
continuavions and from the mouth of
the river the Blue Stune River econ-
tinues the formation =outn into the
State of Virginia.

The road will not bs far at any
point from the old War Road of the
Five Natlons Of labe years this has
been generally referred Lo as the Sen-
eca Trail, though one may look in the
old histories in vain for tha% term.
It is the outgrowth of the sccounts
that such a tvrail was garrisoned aod
policed by thie Seneca lndians in the
days when the Iroguois held posses-
sion of the country.

Mr Hu Muaxwell, an eminent Wast
Virginian histerian, is of the oplnica
that the trail crossed over the main
Alleghepy into Pendleton couaty and
then turned souti, but in this he is
mistaken.

I; is as certain as such things can
be that this War Road cou:d not at
any place nhave crossed over and
continued at any point on the eash
side of the mouutains. Fora peried
of time almost equalling the existence
of the United Siates the main Alle-
gheny was the barrier that interposed
and marked the division between the



lands controled by the whites and the
Indians, and for a great period of
that time it was defined by written
treaties between the Five Nations
and the English people, especially of
Virginia.

In 1768, by the treaty of Forb
Stanwix, (Rome N. Y ,) the British
were given the rights to the lands
now comprising the Western Waters
of West Virginia, but it could not
have affected the right to use this
road for it belonged to all Indian
tribes and the use of it was guaran-
teed by tribal agreements. And the
treaty was with the Siz Nations. Up
to 1726, the Five Nations were the
Mohawks, Ounondaguss, Cayugas, One-
idas, and the Senecas., Tuat year
Tuscaroras moved up from the Chier-
okee country and after that the Iro-
guouls were known as the Six Nations,

In the war of Braddocks Defeas,
1755, the capture of Fort Duquesne,
1768, and the Battle of Point Pleas-
ant 1774, the Irequois and the Vir-
ginians were allies. But in 1776. on
the Lreaking out of the Revolution,
thie Iroquois sagreed to fight for the
Britisn, and there was a hair-buyer at
Degreis, and the country west of the
mountains was constantly harried
by these porthern Indians who had
been thelr friends for many genera-
bions prior to thab time.

In this immediate territory, refer-
red %o in those days as the the moun
tains of West Auygusta, a military
policy was adopted of organizing a
department of scouts to anticipate
the dreadful stealthy raids of these
Indians They were referred to as
Indian spies. That was the name
for the service and it was considered
to be of the greatest importance and
the most skillful woodsmen were em-
ployed upon it, and they took a spe-
eial oath of office, one clause being
that he would never under any cir-
cumstances light a fire while upon
his duties. These men wers gone
for months ata time and it can
be imugined the discomforts that
they must have suffered by not being
able to have a tire Inthe eighteen-
thirties they became entitled to pen-
sions and a part of the requirements
was that they record in their respec-
tive counties a circumstantial ac-
eount of their services.

These form varuable historical



data, and in this county it can be
seen that their main duty was to
watch the Seneca Trail and give no-
tice of approaching bands of Indians.
John Braedshaw was one of these His
Lome was at Huntersville. He watch-
ed the trail in Monroe county. Jacob
Kinnison was ancther. He watched
the trail from the Levels to Ciover
Liex.

The reason of the fort at Marlin-
ton, then called Greenbrier, was this
trail. The fort was maintalned just
a2 mile esst of the trail.

Thomas King, lroguois chief, Oc-
tober 18, 1758, at Eeston Punnsylvs-
nta, entered a compleint what in
1755 a party of Iroquois were talken
prisoners ab Gregnbrier by oneg hun
dred and fifty white soldiers, Thas
was the year General Lewis was here
with a company. The ehiel’s main
ground of complaint was that the
Indians were on the Warrior’s Road,
whare all had a right to pass unwo-
lested. See Hezard's Penunsylvania
Register, V p. 373: and Penn., Rec-
ords, V111, pp. 197 8

Bridgers Gap five miles south of
Marlinton was on thig brail, Withers
Border Warfare p. 202,

In the march to Point Pleasant,
the Helstein eompanies jolned Gen,
Lewis at Lewisbury, indieting thab
they had come north onthe War
Road Withkers p. 165.

War path pased neur Files's eabin
at Beverly. Withers p 75

In 1779, the last raid on the Mar-
linton seltlements, the 13 parsuns
killed all lived close by the War Road
a8 now Jocated.

In the seventeen-fifties when eigh-
teen people were killed at Greenbrier,
pow Marlinton, all were near this
trail, and probably this caused tne
place tobe garrisoned in 1755 by
General Lewis

Tradition establishes this trall and
it is well marked yetin many places
Oue place in particular high up on
the Swapo mountain in the woods
where there never was sled ora
wagon the trail looks like an old
abandoned county road. Innumerg-

le camping pizces where waler was
convenient mark the eovrse of the
trail. No doubt the trail was on
Cheat east of Elkins but it came on
up Shavers Fork of Cheat to the
Graenbrier waters. It never could



have gone over the Ailegheny Moun-
tain on acconnt of trespassing or the
territory of the Virginian Indians,

See Winconsin Historical Sociely
for original letter written by tle
famous Gen James Robert-on to Col.
Wm, Preston from Biue Stone River,
June 23, 1774, when bhe was on a
seout there looking forward to the
Point Pleasant expedition which tock
place some months iater in the same
year. He reports that the proper
piace to watch was the War Road ab
a point some forty miles below where
he was then stationed, for at that
point the Indiaus bave ever made a
of rendezvous to Kill meabt and to
eqnip themselves.

14 is exiremely difficult to dis-
tinquish one Indian trsil from an-
other owing to the fact that the In-
dians had no written records and
from the fact that the first settlers
used ke Indian trails for roads for
many years, and you might say sre
still usinog them whenever con-
venivig,

Buu I have been able to discover
judisputuble testimoay that the
Ircquois did not travel ab sny place
in vhe Virginians east of the Alle-
gheny, and thas they entered into a
treaty noS to do so. and that the
punalty for going east of the monn-
Lain to hunt or travel without a pass-
port wgs punishable by death, or
slavery in the West lodies.

From Virginia Laws, p. 109. In
the year 1722, Virginia passed the
following act:

Afoer the ratification of the treaty
intended wich the Five Natioas of
Indians, at Albaay, no Indian or
Indians, tributary to this govern-
ment shall eross Potowmauck River or
pass to the westward of th. Graag
Ridge or Mountains, without a
license first obtained from the gover-
por or commander in chief of this
Dominicn, under the colony seal,
containing the number of Iudians so
licensed, and the vccasion of grang-
ing the same And ail and every
such Indian offending herein, or go-
ing in greater numbers than menticn-
ed in such license, on conviction shall
suffer death. or be transported to the
West Indies, there Lo be sold as
siaves, as shall be awarded by the
court hereby appointed for trial of
suid offenses. And if any tributary



Indian so offending, shall be killed,
out of the limits aforesaid, by
Foriegn Indians, or by any of his
Majesty’s subjects inhabiting bevond
the said limits, or shall be taken up,
transported or sold by either of them,
no satisfaction sha!l be demanded by
this government, for such Kkilling or
transportation.

None of the Indians of the said
Five Nations, shall, after the ratiti-
cation aforesaid, hunt or travel in or
through any part of this Dominion
lying on the south side of the
Potowmack, or on the east side of
the said Great Ridge of Mountains,
without Jicense from the Governor,
or Commander in Chief, of New York,
under the like prnalties hereinbefore
inflicted on the tributary Indians

The date of the volume from
which I quote is missing but 1 must
have been published not earlier than
1736, for it contains laws of that
date. But it belongs to colonial tim-s.

The above act keeping the Troquots
well on the Western Waters bears the
following notation at the foou of the
page:

Note: A copy of this act was de-
livered to the Great Men of the Five
Nations, under the seal of the colony,
at the treaty at Albany, in Septem-
ber, 1722, and by them ratitied

By the Great Ridge is meant what
we call the Allegheny as distin-
quished from the Blue Ridge AG
tne timeof this ireaty Englishmen
were already settling in the Valley of
Virginia.

The Indians then residing in the
Dominion were ruled with an iron
but it is gratifying to see that my
own fribe, the Paymunkey or Chicks-
hominy Indiaus, were granted liberty
to hunt and to range as beretofore

1 have never bad the opportunity
to study the laudmarks of the War
Road in the northein part of the
State, though I recorded the state-
ment of the late Anthony Moore that
he had followed the trail on tue
waters of Cheat in the Bowden vicin-
ty., Mr. Maxwell, as well as his
nephew Mr Clande W. Maxwell,
have located the trail as leaving the
waters of Cheat and going over on
the TM'ygarts Vailey river and then
back to Cheat River, and I bhave no
doubt that they are right, for the
tendency of the trail is o keep high




above the streams and it might
easily dip over towards Tygarts
River and come back. But they are
wrong in crossing over the Allegheny
Mountains. I think that they were
determined to get by the Seneca
Rocks, bui it must be recalled that
the Seneca Rocks were named by
whitie men, aud that the namwe Seneca
Trall isalso s name adophed by the
whites and one that was uever used
by the Indians: With them it was
The War Koad, well detined, subjch
to any nomber of tribal agreements.
The Senecas had that part of the
Five Nutions. It maintained the
large number of Indian garrisons or
villayes along it, one of which was at
Mingo.

Roosevelt in the Winning of the
West, Vol. 1, page 122, speaking of
the year 1769: The Western border
of our country was then formed by
the yreat barrier-chains of the
Alleghenies, which ran north and
soutli from Pennsylvania through
dsrylaund, Virginia, and the Caro-
linas, the trend of the valleys beilng
paraliel Gto the seacoast, and the
mountaing rising highest to the
soubhward.

Tne Borden Lewis grants followed
the 1722 vreaty ina few years and were
confived to the waters flowiog into
the Atlautic Ocean, until a sort of a
fraud was practised obn the council
in London and & permit was gotten
in tie Greenbrier Valley under the
which surveys were made. Bub be
fore a single grant was issusd the
raistaike or fraud was discoyered and
not a grant under Eaglish govern-
ment. The Revolanios had to be
fought to coutirm the title to the
land on which Muarlinton is built

The treaty of Fort Stanwix, 1768,
wus no more than a quit elaim by
the Irequels. The other Indians
may have at all times claimed land
and bhunting rights in West Virginia,
as well as the right to use the War
Road. For while the sestlers could
come under color of ticle from the
Jroquois after 1768, yeb there wasa
consinual warfare with the Shawnees
and the Mingos, and probably the
Cherokees, who had no part in the
1768 treaty. ln fact the warfare was
continuous from 1753 to 1779 over all
of West Virginia, and even after that



date in the north-western part of the
State.

It did not stop then with some of
our old pioncers if some of our most
cherished traditions are correct, for
long after the last Indian shook the
dust off his feet from the Western
Virginian territory we are given to
believe that the oid Indian fighters
continued their pursuit by mysterious
hunting trips in the land of the seb-
ting sun. And their luck was a
matter for whispered communicatior s
when they came back bome for tie
winter.

Mr. Claude W. Maxwell writes me
that hisunele Mr. Hu Maxwell has
found an old Jesuit map on which
Cheat River is depicted as Cheek
River. They think it an Iodian
word., Perhaps. It is moere of a
sound than a word. A bird, mouse,
or even an obscure Greenbrier River
fish ean say cheek perfeculy. How-
@gver there is a word from the Creeg
Indians pronounced like chesk thab
mesns red. There fore it is es good
a guess as any to say thab it is Red
River, for it is noted for its red ap-
pearing water.

To revert to the road question.
Cheat River. Greenbrier Kiver. and
Blue Stone River lie end to end
across the State and so the Five
Nations found and used them, and at
a later day, The Road Commission
found and are using them.

“In my school-days, when I had iosb
one shaft,

I shot his fellow of the sglf same
flight

The self-same way with more ad-
vised watceh,

To find the other forth, and by ad-
venturing both

I oft found both.”’

So with the old and pew Seneca
Trail. The same problem solved in
the same way. The rivers and the
mountains are unchangable.

1 hope that it will please both the
Muxwell historians to consider the
question whether the Seneca Trail
could have possibly crossed to tae
eastern waters, especially in view of
the fact that they were careful td
leave the botomac waters alone.









