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BEFORE
l l &#39; WEST � vi Re. I NIA   EDITOR l�AL   ASSOCIATION,

    Aticharlestonn,W;Va.,�September10,1903. A

*� [After the invitationi to deliveif an address� upon the above
\
subject, had been M� In

nextendedst by the rflésidepnt ofthe Editorial Association, �An i Address to; the People y
A o.f7West Virginia,/� signedby twenty-eight of its citizens; appeared in the"pub1ic&#39;
press of the State; a As a V matter "of fairness and because that address is occasion-

:
&#39; I herewith, which is :�aVmatter �of sincere regret] 7

Mr. H.ubba13,d said�: � t *
~ In 1901 the Legislature� of West Virginia ,

.  . -by a. vote almost unanimous declared that &#39;
J x the tax system of the State is not adapted; »
f the. changed conditions� due. to the de-
l ivelopment of thexstate and �its resources. �
d It also provided for aiCom.mission to �re-
l nport. what changes are required to equal-

T? gize» taxation and reach those not now
 bearing their �just proportions of the bur-

�,deiis of taxation, and further to submit
� measures to remedy defects, remove irreg-

.31�

-ularities and give the State a� more ,e�i-
-cient system of laws relating to assess- �

merits", taxation and revenues.
That vote condemning the �presengt tax

, systemfof the State merely registefedl the
- 1  iésettled �conviction of its o�icers and

  ple /upon that �question. i ,�V,

t �THE-�(rAxlooMdMn1ssIoN.l/H
� V  I-Such ia&#39;:Comniission_p was �appointed and

4 the resultrof its [efforts is» before you; Its, *
t \. opinion about �these matters isjset forthl in .
? ;its report,� and the changiesit  (are n�

  �expressed. iii-thobi1is�~ Which it has Vstlb-I
.�\\� Il" ,.

&#39; g ally referred to byxMr. Hubbard,-l itis printed herlewithas an appendizi. d i _ L
�A After the conclusion ofMr.g&#39;Hubbard�s"address,d Mr. S. McKinney �addressed  \
~ the Association in "opposition to Mr�. Hubbard_�s views. �No report was madeiof Mrf 5 r
r McKin�ney�s remarks, and it is therefore i:m�possib1eI that

mitted.< These. must speak -forgipt, and I &#39;
am not here as its spokesman.� Nothing
Whateverneed be claimed for the mem-_
bers of that Commission. One thing� only

I is somewhat signi�cant. Their trainings
i had been varied; their political leanings &#39;
were diverse; their �modes of thinki/in-g~ 1
were di�erent; and � yetafter they.� had

d considered the complex and serious ~mat- d
ters submitted to them they �wereiuna,ni-
mous about what� oughtdto be done � and -
about the Way to do it.

As for the measures the Commission
recommends,� nothing need be claimed for�  _

_ them, except that they are better than the =
�T present system. � K"  �:7  V �

\ If those measures contained anything
*� of value the,o-nly danger, to it lay in�th»e 5

  n. possiblefailureto attract pub1ic"attenti7on;» V
 If the seed sown by that report is g-lood-it > ,5�;
i still: "must have the �eld of �public thought i �
in which togrow.� It may well gtakeits
ichancevs , among. me\_ thorn.sf of » sel�sh «in-
terests that fainr would eliok_e it,-�ttifienlyr V

 it d�o&notrfal1vnp\on.the stony hp/laeesniof pub-  An
ili.Alic�;intliifTe\�rence.  or V   7   or J i

�they should be printed f
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4 A4  TH.E\~.S3RGANI,ZED �DEF1__§,V$E 0!? THE°%PBrESENT%    L

�  -�    L � �   ;wfe�i �S�eé¢T�th£§1: s�om~e,;o�>�thos\§ Wl&#39;:f1o~.a�re;}Obj$ec�t-{ f_

; *:1;,]§;é§,t� danger A We % ilzyve �h b-eieI1,) SaqVed.&#39;

� \ � «J �  \1 ,
{}7%iaea,s?V¢:  *

Au�
T

of,  %v&#39;f{ieWsV LVofTJ%%t¥Wéht3r=§«ight cf" its  0 1)3eifa}t�iir)i1;  �aide th�eI%�iV&#39;eir$? n&#39;1e�11§;,to,W11pj31:°_�vs%ej
=;  %3\disti%n�gufij$&#39;hed A cit:i(ze,nST,- To»pp»0&#39;sin�g _1;h4e sug� {

�,  :7 �g9es&#39;1:Ti"onS/:é5�fij�thelféixi%CoVmm�ission,71+gaof (and.
\A �[ V, §Qbr�anc�h,% , ;aIf17;d{ % Whait V»  � fa.,r. �wo�r:sé,�L\: Tf�éworii1V�g�i %%

V the. c-�o&#39;ntxinuance&#39;,",o"f .th,e1 .p;resei_1.t,js3%stem..\ I� .13 7 4, %  thé; TF1uimbV6Fréi¥It91:9Stsl} Su?i§135}ho O¥1§;é1S«e%A1�.
,1�. /"EheseI:,ge�i1tV1eIrien . ought� __to% be; �~hea.rd.
fl iT�he§;f{are�m0»re nun1érTdusA than t?.hf§�~m em-,_,

béfs 50f the "*TaX "�Commis\s:i6n; � moIVe�ati1e: ,
"&#39;9. *f�.f;� ¢a;nfdA �n*io1:e iex_périen;ce;d,&#39;, ~ &#39;1�heiy &#39;ar-e7�;fa.ir1y. f

v

&#39;  1&#39;ie1°1c,éwin busiMn�es� s, in �1;)0�1i�ticS,_ in"?thé£1;a,w,;_ ,\m&#39;e:nt�;b§"t.*1;1Len:~�as tA;h-e¥"best*-a1idTst2~oA"ng-__w4i .-39;;;.i&#39;-�V5:�\< .7 L

1~e§feéenta.ti3f,é ;.dzf./ the Tmo,ney�ma/Ki-ng «fact-; V 00341.,
/%j.�1:;1/tigs� (of 3 our &#39;�e;5p1e&#39;,;e��é)f &#39; its. »g;-eat�. in*dus�-T�
{tizie-st  -arse. me»rE;�.�dfLC: bra.in~s and Aéxpé-A

am ~Lac§;u_iét~o;medi to� 1�oo4k�-4 in} V We-st Virgialgi�a� }.7;{
&#39; as the &#39;15eD�FéséVh;tati%ve.s% of:-:2th,egi1fon ii1��1�;s�, _j�, _
t�he_ glectiri�q. 1~.ajf1i*.o4adS:,: ,_ Lthgl ,fc.ai;ii1er&#39;i,évés, ;a%n&#39;dL

w i&#39;i1 0/bject if ;~t.heSe1�ge:ni;1 e.mL.enA Qheif  �F ,_   ;% 1
 fof-r�% the_ pu;b1 ic _intere.f.:?, :sha1�1L?A-succee-d" � in� A�\_�:�&#39;

%~ in� the�: 
     
     ~ oi1;j~�anVd % gas : int&éres_t"s.� .»
fIn\1:hFe next�  p1-*a.c;é,  ,1,_1§.¢3* grI % esenrt  = ,__7l,�f§  {

gy�-n1;e«ntxof license :t;a,Xes/,W1th t1meL~~�°~. 5

;i\I1g tQ  1�)l7eing r;e1«ie§r.e%d  Of: thiifty-�v.e  V% T �V
 ;aI1.rLu,a1 s-t.a§x�".c&#39;m  \ hundred! 4doi1_a1f1s}T�\�é2ni§ �" L,1v{= Tf  V

» "7i11teI�{eSt,~,(»a»reT in,§.iS2ti�Ii�g ;t11?a.t a. �1i\éenSe%" �L
F f &#39;i/�nd; ,s;1;d»W,,   &#39;V,VijFj? IL~;1�;ii1ter$eiSf§§,".  th¬":; ellaetiiig g  V� _
\ j7sfi�engthened&#39;% ai1d*"has1t�:�ene</1� »byLALt11fe� 1/fécét..2�;�j 1;a;nhe;fieS_; §LI1§C14 %th�e *l�!lm�b{é1� .fii1fterevsit%;s.j;is/wt..a;,S
T "%Ai>ublibatio%n,/in{�a11�%{(the ~k411+e;WS1ia«peA�r% of { �le  app1~ep:i as orI§1e%v%u1?9h;:�c*0a1».A &#39;Qi:15-jja}� 7f1 aw � � �

*hapVing�W-théii°V (�rm. ;.eI§f&#39;er�pAfi%seS éLswsV9%Eia.fe,d;[jff;iV

T sue? s�;hafp13f and&#39;M c1�aé.r1�3r,A  ,théi115 ;A�}s{t%a,te;-15}w7f �:�¥:».

}j.an4d," n1or.e�;,1�1i1p�ort~a11Jt»stillgfm\pra.cti_ca;1 V . est�péssibie??»1)i*§s;LeIifta,iii;§_:1»of&Ait1;ie% 2Zr%gufge�5�s31.�"�.§
V  Work ~0f ,1eg�is1atio%-n§,i Of two or=+mr¢e¢ of  a;ga,ins.t ChMa,(�n�g=éI in the taxfvtaws; a:1dLin; fa?.-  A�
.�th%e.s;é*g!é.n»t1em�en  aibility arid éta.V1iidingr~~» vor"o_f5 ulleijipneseht<%S§JsterE1.° % If-, tHat":stg.t_§5~¢ 1&#39;

�    :>iSj S0� great mat new1io}fJ%Legis1atu:rerig?gu�-A :�i11e11;t,&#39; t3a»whi�ch%Tmesegemslemé�lmvegxccm-TL  L
V _ fared� 1:6 Asit, eXC:ef>t � 11n7c1er }Athei�1fv;&#39;/supery~is�L ~ _tributéd,<V¬théirIthjo?i;ght  2:11;�c\3.»�: ?z ea..~1~,�

Q �ion; a»nd f»rbIhfT_t.he be�gi41 1iningJt0Vth�e endof Fcafry  §:é:i::LVi�eticn1, �x,it ; c ::é;n&#39; bé "only; {[%beca%ué�e%i;1:{%�<
.     every  session they ¢atténd t o  sxéev 4thaf$ �no  ;;.the ;oo»s1tions¢*ta1:en mt: the *%statggme�\: 5 (�|a�a�Ia/e�7é:"&#39;.7_�  T    .1 T
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.  they are� 1je:§dering.a pub1 ic* s.e,~i�7wz§;iT(; eA3,i, Wheif;V;§AV =T%yo,iir%L%attTei:t�ic3n � a.nj�d;r����é,_;aLnc1��  .may�

harm �sha.11�ko;xie to �t1~1e �State�;� "  W1/1_e<1i such _C itviZeIA1S give �einpérate  a::1§1?41e*be»1?na11§f wrotrig./A ,�T�he�sé »1°5ha,m-"
7 in if/h-e°n1sLgé1Vés a_t&#39;9fau1f,f are#in�he1fént1yL,M%Mi*�d;zj1,{5, Vi

and clear ,e;x&#39;pre§.s;�id}nL to t,h,eii&#39;% A1T:na.tu>re ai1,d" � 15i�OI;1�S:}�oVf .th*e�f\13:resent% fszte�a; �g1ia~Iiff
}�;de 1¢iberajce% �c0nv,i4citioTnsV 01; _these Lq3�1Me.stiAo~11s i\ers._ o~f<a.5_gi�a.ntw_Wron.g; a%:é,11Q-t��u11:2*z0rthy of�:  1_\. .

&#39;(-""?.,.-,�/the§fha,v;a.i p&#39;i1bi1ish_ed7is; Wa.rm1y%to:\be wLe1- N p�aArdone}d,{wMr.. . "Pres§ident;;  \.i111derff\>yo;:13.3z"?&#39;;\�71
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. ,comea. &#39; �If iti;;ad��%ai%1itt1e.t%helook oVt%wha.tL kind\L�1m£1ta%t:g;; ,1haye§,chog{gn% *mjg:ra,AV;4;
., kn �

» t1iinki}VVyo1;i %<;»a;,11 in y0u¢rVbu&#39;s,ine5s.s V�,sy_Ln di-_  s\mo 0T�tA1°1% stbnes;bug.of/�f&#39;11e�b�ibrodkg,La::{d�j gm.>f§ ;�; __ ;,.;_&#39;
~  %Acat»e¢Vs.ti1fr%%, tha.tTVgoes for little wheiywe� trying,Vto,\%s1in5Af¢thVem thiisw afternoon.:%%;;>:>g,: xv

.freq�m� t1_\1e.&#39;sa;me m:en; and,�gent1emen owe
*"VAs;Vso~ci?§t&#39;io:1,7 so "do jrquz» «  L

A

{think o:§v;t1he ;ma{1Y,W3:ys kin which &#39;t�h.al&#39;t!".�.\/k�V�_{�
A L .,pAub1i;cé;1;ion� ;has_ i(1;o<f»1e}i_g&#39;O;D_~d;.  I. $si1A1gere=1$yVLL �«A  :  1 " hope�zhere meaykbtg _II1QI7eA0f"the/_Sa�1�-8�:SO%I�t *  2 ~ <  « «

W A L �.4.�In-  *p*1a;cev, ,the fact [that their V
    is,�made»%i;.tesfpi��e$i"tojt.h~g:ir~o:pin-
:  ,~ .°ionf, their e;xp<é�rtA »o�p-i1txioKn{ 1;1_1a,t the -ge_ne�ralT MT o n  to� %§}o111;x§.feei&#39;/ ina.:i*.z0:¢ac§i3i ;[b:f:�
a-i%fi?p:ufpQ*se a,I1{1..I51&#39;a:I1~V�~oeE the  _7Qo_mmission". �i  , :Tfhefgfg&#39;h%1;V_Ae}_%-:10�3�:peiisoLna}.;&#39;i��tef.§if

:ha%s%:s1aw1y�% but Lsur%e1y«been  its �ests ée�::ve;   2t3:~¢1�n:> priaem   �
 �  wjacy�j-mtpifthe  midi .C»Q!I1_fi;d-"e;1,Ge:_0f. 3 g~]�a.1;if§3?L  xxfigx jbié� ,J§CQ:11.te§1j1;&#39; ~y§r\it§1t£A�:%:hTVe;Fi%;J
 A k  the 1:i:e()§p1e.i VQ:her%wise,noA;ni%a%niFfestat;o�nj?}  j§ud.gm�énti c$f_t.h7é ir= jf¬3¢11o,5&vi<citize11&#39;s;� prcwfiisle,  %

% _ VdT7p1ar;:e, t1i�isfjiiub1L<3a;j;i,on:1:�s  2;

� , *:,�;»&#39;f  :

ATHEL QOQAESION� �$033 THIS i D�I;s.c{Is.sFI037;;, Q.    T � �
. � . ., I� 1 J « V �A V ~ b .: � x\b ~ \_\::\,t . »\ 1"�  ,, 1]�2 � �  V/_. V)� V! V k  _�~  2-,   1� ~&#39;  :1,     ,~,\ �V x,:":," > J) �,7 :

\Tgh6  zmemc-ers o� the tT.a,XV -Coam;mIss1\. V , \ , - � «- - , , � &#39;\ . I, >_�V

�leir .re;)0 rt_  :z,i1_cjv \ the   Qizql-13;a1iA3§in�g_L ; 1;pi_i:L1__s; 5   I� �T �

_, / IL. _ojn�~t;11e%.eApa,~rt  �o%-ffthe�§é���ge:Q:t1§§�;e�.Twoii��u�]ga.v/6*" ea :b4e% ;pmnJo%unc§d%a+£1;ei~&RdiséussibniV?:La5u�%;F[,

lhavin/g �fully ¥.13?i�.¬s¬e:i{1;�»°e¬;&#39;/_d_ ��1e;iriL *�



,         be-f
in_t=er:e�s1iie�/of �jt�$j?�ep;eop1ee,;V a,I1kyV member� of thé

these /ma�zteres in�A~»vvhich .y
}c&#39;onhceJ;n&#39; afs �ha;Veee� Wee.� V _

  �What� I &#39;s;ha11;�s1a,y willlgno
\ ; hfosx-&#39;;tV:to&#39; ~impres§ m$r�e*wnTV_jeudgWmentV ugen

_ : jrou, but Vrathehite.inVite~%fr0j11�yo�u the! ex-
V / We1;Cis,e ybuI}�Q\Vn ejjud/gmenVt,eethevfree_co»n¥

/

1:)-olinit� of ta:;e�;s».4o;-n fWh1;eh&#39; as EdmVu:1d Burke
V Vsayslz V2�*The ,e,b1es;tAepe�11�s&#39;Va,nd mdsit _e1oque�11t

T b ; V :\t0n&#39;guesf&#39;haVebe%ef1 exercised ; ;:~heL�Vgrea,teVsVt
spimé fhafve ; acted� V arilld. &#39;s_uffered.� �_5 �
� % �Idewem i1ji"é1ei�hig&#39;,h,p.1;ii;Vi1[ge11;d&#39; spea
"b_e:fQ-re fphfose to �w11on1etIie-\�pub1ic�is-.a,cc�us4

!7

\is tO eaet,� and? to (a. very 1a;rge¢VeX/tel/aV*t for
its "O�_pi,nio1I1s, speak; in ea;,nVea1~eV%naa&1i1:e

A & what�! he p~1ea.ses; a
 freally» Vthixiks.

./, Iv»  �,2,-,[
�  ee%�ete&#39;5_;\*1>.�~*V-nib} PQLL4 &#39;.rAxEs.f J �

in /139004 the1��eT i?sIev1Vf&#39;e�;in.  Vir

&#39;-anpdk Seventy-ftW0VVV*0�f them� Vvotedx; 2109~,;O82

I  � 0n1y%i5/7,055 paid7jth0sLe�te;:§es.;V 51/,9_7V 7 Amen

¢ A ;e;Eve:~ypodyW* �kr1pW;s_V1:_hat a1�1I1>ost a11� of tffh*e\se\
� f 4 Ce-u1dt&#39;pa�y"~ifV j:;11e&#39;yV� w\(>u�1d., end fc1i7atAth ei1*

 13911 �taXésWf0u1dA be;ipaidV&#39; if f&#39;()the.rWise

�:w_hi\ch belengjs  Vfhee di�str_�1bu.ta1:5V1ee,�Seh\eo�1�

made� the   1i_iit�1&#39;eV *W1c11i1dre11*;0ef
/ edeflxfa�ldjede �.1;/()_:f tha§i; g eXte:n=t�.}   g 5

�A em  «  To pr�evem; "th i~s_ tlie�  .C0VmfnissiQne
�e « � pf�o-f)o.se�»;d»��rst-_to V pe1j1rx1:�t;»t§1e"Vma�I,1 �Who "as-

A   th¬111;VV;. 1;oeeecoi1e¢tiefh¬fY� profIiPt1y�ecVaIi<ie
4 I  W xiécesséryeeebY,,Vniearis&#39;;éffa noteice�Sé%*VedV%9ene
«V,     emp163reIfVV;VV,a*I" ~¢eth91?eVVedeb�9etV 0efe:V2�t��ié*\

e  A

V V  1YVV1iat;r*?II{¬*C1i$? 13erx;>eIJ0ééVdV;bV$r;J the VVg(ei:t«1fé:3
   eWh9%{=?1%iVVVVe e1@;%1¥31eiS119¢1�ee::th¬?i1**;§5bJ¬:¬tei�bnSé4�V 
     
     »

V  Lcon1mi�§§si4ox1 m�u7_st -feel  his; d_1ity�&#39;;z,o
% � Veep:  Vienvitationee e toVdi�sIc[t1ssAV �Wi/tll� Yy0u~

V % V ou�Vhéi,Ve"�~eth�e5_sar;ne-      � e   /I A : j   \
�  �éVa,1 es�tT�ate,_

tbeVT�1nj3;he ef-�V

*c1usi_:o1@1se of your ~0_=Wnmin.¬1S, - u,epoen�-�»thViS:V&#39;

khere,�v      V
  dibffe�rexitl co;1111tie;s� in� me. ;S_ta.\�te.,� as be�tW§;-exr� V

� tO&#39;m�V9V$1 to 1Vo_ok for the facts upon Wxhieheitir

�this,\~- a wee Lpaernamezxt, where e1ike f_the;A
7  ecoun/eil -6f Vthefancie11tfGerma,I§s of T/i7g(hie11[
 � fT�aeit-us\ tells guns,» Vieieilfy one ;V�1in,1: �

} nd  say What he%.:

TL  VVt�heye b;11ghtVe to�V%pay;V,�e-»FQ;r�j�fe
V T V V F;m~e:e?\ga,meL,�com»mo�111y[Off eha;nce;.&. butt� spnlle:

V ,   :ii1i3¥VL.
� = V, .24V7,:97\0";ma1esV 0-f�VVetiI1egT[ age- Two *Ihu11�- �

 &#39;;. e":§:1redV and� twenty th.ou�sa&#39;n�dV siX.,7h.undrec1 V

were assessed Wi1th.;eapviV.ta.;j;iTon" ¢faXes,. a11d"

who jliéid� netf 13aid"e-their poll ta;Xes�..V0ted%.&#39; ~

% , �it171eyiTLe%e�c0uIVs:1VV n;oitWVe;ie.  More than .$50,00{)�

/f�*;f&#39;/j ,- 7 fund VO.;f the rSVté.te i�sV10st to �itevery� yeaV1f,L� A
e�etheé e State   are

:\

JV  Vsesses�  poll: taxes� .:a;1so ;g*_VV;.V5011eVCtV,&#39;Z

e * e e Sen a?$Vs9SseedV;e eaVrne1.1d Viihe�»

V    ,7 a. taxes-< Vpo� yAo;ti:nTg,.�  z    - /

4 . .1:  V

I/�V "A

*ee:�:t<>e t�is JBFT¬¢ii»?¢%0Vf�4�ié�een¢e�
3; e &#39;the�i/r ejudegmentz,  �e

\"

\a  j �I
\�&#39;~ ,} ;\_:_  w

; t:ND*»;RvAI4UATI0Né»e�  U3V�FM3
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T, erfcy, are f a1W"a;jfsVi�Vah&#39;d � eV*e1�¬VW heie.
A  va1uea.  MuC:h t1ieaef"Veei%S°iia1ieed ;:ti�tai�¬ib1%V~e
/e1éro15Ve1~tyV/$85-apes: éseseésm/eVn5tei.Va1E5�897�@19*:§%efA

V ; T T�he�;.p1ainVv Wcommandse of % the e\1a�.wv,%% _"t«:1�]�.e&#39;f"f&#39;.S\�.OV1�::.)>�\\
%  smccionsxeeeef the  are ea;1[ikbé:eVeine#

 effeethaif� Vtof pro=d1j�cee pre»p<ei9
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evaluation oflthe property to which /that
8&#39; rate is applied� should be upon, the same)
 throughout the State. . But ~thisCnev-3�

er has been and perhaps never. can� be.
, The �successive valuations of real estate
i at intervals approximating ten years tell
."a.�1,way.s the same story �of inequality� and
�injustice, and boards of equalization, .al-

V �ways summoned to �relieve against� it,
   havealways left, matters!� at least as, bad ,
i _as they found them.� T �

Is.� not this a necessity of the case?»
,«Where for, each county a commissioner
.resi�dent therein is selected  to value its
real estate he knows that his �valuation is ;
tinireality not absolute, but :�for Staterpur-at
poses is merely comparative with the/i val-

:  uations rmade, for other counties. �Even
if he and ,his people desire what is right

they suspect that other countiesrwill. not
be as scrupulous, but will return valua-

tions unduly small.� The only means of V
protection is to see that the valuation in
thisown county is madelow, andgthat
means is always resorted to. if only one
county of this State were trulyassessed

of the State revenues.
The needs of the public are the same

whether the assessxnentfis high or low.
The-�amount of taxes to be raised �is E the

A� � it would �pay three times its proper share

same. If theasfsessment is high the rate�
is correspondingly low, and if the assess- *
ment is low the rate must be correspond-
ingly increased.
ginia in the&#39;,val,u,a__tions {are always lower.

h than they ought .to_be, and the rate of

V �FAILURE "1�0 _ASS�ES,S>.INTAlNGIBI.-E PROPERTY.

A i taxes levied is too high. &#39; p a
One result of this is largely to defeat

the assessment. of. intangible personal
V. property, of notes and bonds and claims.

&#39; it is not unfairtol saythatin thisstate,
V F at least in the towns, (and there the most
l i or the in/tang,ib1e;propeI&#39;ty.is held), the ag- .
s h gregate of annual taxes of all kinds is at
  least two and one�half percent. of the ,val- .
� ualtionp The rate of income� to be derived
� I  from first-class bonds �or safe �loans in
y.  the] same places doesinot exceed� �velor �at
Q is thehmost six ipervcent. Roughly speaking,�
5: ., then, if the liolderof bends and notes. re-

,_ turns, them� for taxationhe must rp,;ay* one-_
est 
     

Throughout West Vir- ,

$100, and there� is no excuseh for valuing
it at less. This tends to strengthen the

i temptation, already strong. enoug�h,?t9 con-
ceal property ofthis �sort from the tax ,
gatherer. �Under that temptation no law, � x
no imposition, no penalty has ever availed �

� _ to get �this sort� of property, on the,
_books. M� From the earlyidaysl. of Rome, un+
"der whose laws tax dodging. was maiden

A� both sacrilege. and treason, to the present �
moment; property of this sortihasr never

tbeen brought to the surface wherever the 1
tax rate was highs This is the story "in
all nations at all times. There are mus-i

ha1f,hi�s; income ltogthe tax gather-er. i3e- ,
cause aslto/�property of this so7rt�7thereh is

~ no ,.opportunity tor undervaluation.» Thhel
"note of a solv/entiman for $100 is worth.�

trations of it near home. In Pennsylva,-hf I
\�nia and in Connecticut years ago a high � _
rate of taxes was imposed upon bonds and &#39;
mortgages, the amounts of them put upon
the tax lists wer�e small, and the .revenue
from themwasr nearly nothing. Each� of
those�States_reduced�the tax on propertyq �

, of this�-sort to four?�-tenths of a centhfonl one
i hundred dollars. The result has been that
&#39; practically, all property of this kind ownedr _
in those States is now upon the tax roll.
and the taxeshderived from it are very

,. large. Under our constitution _it��may be V;
, impracticableto. tax this class of property

at any other ratelthan other classes, �but. A
� it is� not impossible to increase �thefas-r

sessment of all kinds of property to its .
true. and. just �valuation soithat the aggre-e &#39;
gate of the tax rate will be so farde-.,  �
creased as no longer to�, amount to prac-V.  ,
tical� con�scation� of the income from in; ~ i in &#39;
tangible property.� l

Taxes� upon licenses . and privilegeshif
- 2 would for the most part be paid by those T -

who pay but little taxes upon property,  ,
"whounder present methods �escape the as-   C
V sessment of their property, the linstangible =
altogether, the tangible in large par�t._f\

Ought anything to be done? Can: any-_
thing be" done to remedy present co/nd�i-.�,  A�
tions? Our twenty-eight� friends� tell us
that in the ilrst place nothinrgcan be doiie,,

l he and in. the second place, nothing*ough_t&#39;to -
-
W� rm

[be done. ,They tell us that the present    i
system is"goo,d enough _for them and for X _

l Q18. fand that the _true�ru71e,: of itaxation is  _  " ,
&#39;tha_tf laid do,I;rn;: in our, eons_ti�tu&#39;tion_  ;.l.:  � T� § T i
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i taxation.� shall be equal�, and; uniform
,thro&#39;ligh&#39;olut � the State, and all property, n p
,l both real and�Dersonal,:sha1/lobe� taxed in
proportion toits real value, to be ascer-

. V �tained, as directed by. law. These be line
. l     words. lautietaxation in tact equal and

i \

uniform throughout the State and is all i

&#39;it,s�value? Of whatnavarila is it to extol the
&#39; rule if the rule is violated everywhere and
always? We all know, none better than
i� our S twenty-eight friends, that taxation in

"West Virginiia is unequal, and is not uni-l
rorm.      t

�aBoL1&#39;rIol~I or srarn -Tnxns ON rnornnrx.
Now the Tax Commission says that

, solmethingl ought, to beidone and soIne-
1 thing can he; done.~ The principal feature
 i or theirplan is that revenues, tor State

� � purposes may� be raised �otherwise than
by direct taxation on} property; so that no

[V ! property in xkfactl taxed in proportion, "to V

�,).\V � .

some of the most Dr<>SP9iT°�S S:talte�$&#39;lbf
Union, it; has been tried and gives the
highest satisfaction. L \

.rl
ooNs&#39;l-.*I&#39;rUl&#39;rIod~IAL QUns*&#39;rIoNs.i&#39;  ,"�  }

an ».�w.~a?m.�a~...........wa...,.N, . _ .\_

a note of complaint that the �proposed . lsys,-1,
ttergiljjismi new and.» u5ntri�ed. � ,There*�lw_a._s_&#39;l  I
timewhenli the same could helsaidoiqjthe
; doctrine�&#39; of the� equal, political� rights ,.cof.i,,
 men; there was a. time whenljtne
could have been said of the Christianffref
ligion.  Perhaps the proposed, system �is,
i new anduntried in West Virginia,� but in

In

v

. 7 l "l\.l._, _

, ta,   are told too that the measnreetnioemlc

county and no section of the State will/V
have any "concern with t� the basis upon�

� which the property of anylother� county
or section is assessed, so that there shall

. V be no temptation to those who value the"
. lands and the personalty to make tha-Vt
valuation-anythingt less than the�law and
�their oath onf.oi�ce&#39;i require. &#39;  «
l A If/a system contains temptations to in- m

, V�

V l,whatis right is also lawful.
take� long;  é  i_ � it I

,The idea of� the Tax Comm&#39;ission�is

"Ijustice it is worth while to cut them out, >
1 for �there are of�cer-ssin West, Virginia,
jeven assessorsgwho, can resist everything S

. except temptation.� V � � &#39;

that the "State revenues can and ought
, ~to7be;raised fro-m license and other taxes

 of that sort� so that gradually, if need be,
surely and soon, the State tax on

propertywill be a thing Of the past. �If
S itherelmust be litigation as threatened�by-
. the; syndicate, if the .delays_of the law are
to be interposed against ,pro«gress toward a
at more desirable system, let enough, of
the State tax be retained from year to
year to �make: sure of the f necessary in-�
come for State and�, State sch�_oo1&#39;»purp0ses,
until the courts have time to adjudge that

" coMMlssroN"isrLAN NOT UNTBIED.

That/will not

l- :  f1�,hroughtlthat,, recent publication runs at. Constitution. in .1

posediby the Tax Comlnissionare hncon-&#39;~
stit/utiolial.  Soon as°_the. first written
constitution appeared inhuman histo�ry�g&#39;
there appeared also people who� were �sure i

� that everything they did not like w.a.stnn-
�constitutional. In the �rst decade �of
constitution of the UnitedyStates_, Alexanyjw
der Hamilton wrotezl �It is toovlnuch fa
�fashion , with some politicians when hard?�

~ pressed onthe -expediency� yoflta measure
 to entrench thernsjielves� behinél.objectiJo�ns i�
to its conetitutionalityl". l
e That fashion has, reached its height ;in

West Virginia. Occasionally when we hnavej�
had a new tax or a �neWwa�y of collecting, �

an �old tax, somebodylhas gone, into the;
newspapers, has even gone to the courts,
with the plea. that it wasn�t constitutional�
��-W"7Va.sn�t equal and uniform. So it "was,
with the law forfeiting small, tracts , for
non-assessment; with? laws Mcregatlingi inde-W �
pendent school distlticts having power�
tax; with the law for the �separate as}-
sessment of mineral interests; with the,�
law requiring abutting� owners, to pay �ford.

, �street irnprovements; with the law � pros
viding �a particular way for assessing:
bridges; with �then Dawson corporation!
a(;t;&#39; but the Court of Appeals always told�
the manwho didn�twant to pay.
that he had to_pa&#39;y them. ,:An,;aggravated;»
case of, this disease has occu/r1jed7 where

l the consti.tution itself was said to be un-
constitutional, but the;Sllpreme Courtof:
the United states said that .thefp1&#39;ovisio&#39;ni
of the  Virginia! constitution �forfeits;
ingl large tractsvbecause of �.non�assessment�7§
was not in violation or the United �statesl

NJ
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q/fo,11i ithegi iand? books, and _ to cause hims-élf bé imadefby law fVoi&#39;irevéstin,g the }t&#39;it:1"e of      � �
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5 on �said1�1a:t1d thé:nit�he%»j%1ian?iT vshalgl �e Tfo_r-  Tprese-nt~sita�fute\,pirpVid_és tI1a;t9the~ ;oWne1�Nf~
i,-.:/fe�;itéd_v,isgthe\&#39;S1;ate.&#39;V  T i i    of this land,� w1iichfis«�rio be fo�itifeaii1;f&#39;e1d»wb_e-�4°,  ?**?3
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9 argumentsit in favors of them/� weredtjustm ass
gstrohg as in fact they rare tweak, .Ssome-,

. thing that pwould make them invincible:
S l3ut;�still� suppose that in the minds of the:

people or West Virginia it is right and
»&#39;just and expedient to make changes such� i
as are proposed. , Hzowl long would the
Sconstitutional barriersdiwhich these gen-
tlemen insist m on stand against that sense

a J of justice. and right.? No longer� than it�
« would take by constitutional, methods to _
 �get rid of" them. But it is needlesstoire-4
S peal them,� needless to evade them; � there
is nothing in; them to �make&#39;fus paiise, /if
" the ends we seek are in 1&#39;act./just and
right.  S  t   i I

�STHE nmnr on THE Mnrrnn.

So as we come to �the V question whether In
i~ightanSd justice lie with those who would
. maintain the V present isystem, or with i
those who would get iéia. orthe State   tax "

� �on propertyiand lookito other �sources for
�funds to carry on the by operation of �State
�g0véIfn.ment. That change is not right, say up
the twenty-eight, because itgis at vari-L
ancewith what :they&#39;believe to be the true
principle of taxation, namely . that all

� property shall be taxed and that it shall�
be taxed by equal and uniform laws and
Sin proportion to"its valuéwithout class
or discrimination� or favors. In West Vir-�

i ginialto-day is that principle; of taxation "
f   sarried�ofht in practice? we are told, that

, ~  any system is unsound which will a.bo1ish~u
/ I the State d�ta.x"on property �fand place the,

burden of maintaining the State govern-,
ment upon a few special industrie-s or

� classes of individuals.� Do these gentle-
inen, know what they are. saying? / �Do
they realize what their words mean? Do
they know that of the total revenues for

A   State and _State school purposes�~"Smore
V�  �than half are derived from sources oth=eI;.

 �man State taxes upon property? a
 forty-�ve percent. of those �revenues are

�  raised by license, privilege or fi&#39;anj�chise S
m _taxes upon� any few special industries �or.

 &#39;  classes of individuals? To be� consistent
  these gentlemen �must not only resist the

~� extension of  to other privi1SegesSand
. businesses,? they must. doaway with the
Wtaxes now imposed upon "si1mch�7iiidustriesS

l 1/

That i

. &#39;, I �  , , »&#39; V "2 \ If� i v ,  � � &#39; �/ / K . ,,. � , \, .V . A ,/ i -  � � ,, ~_ I 4&#39; l , . I �, V ~_ � S I «, -. \,, . , . S V  w  / �v&#39; A . . Ir a t 2 ~ � V s � - - ir I � � ,v S t &#39; ., I - \ -" ~ 4 v ,1�:1

i and c1assee.S.iEighite�enS per cent. or those, S S
�T /reven�uesi chow cSomes*�fromS  loin� busi-
i .i1Sess ilicenses, mainly taxes on * it
�More than tweinty-/two.  &#39;oent.�  comes
from. the taxes imposed upon corporations h
�under� �they Dawson 4 d
�Roughly speaking, �ve Sper,c.ent. comes,

corporation law.

d� .��&#39;<f§§�.i*.

from �nes and :t1�\S1e intereston� State funds  S S 5
, and ten per cent. from capitations, in all t S. _ S
�fty-�ve�per _cent., leaving &#39;but..forty-�ve  i S� S
per cent. *&#39;w�hich�S is derived from the�tate
and State school w tax upon prooei~ty.< o
Eighteen vpejrlcent. is imposed upozrbthat
class �m which = is known rasixsaloon Skeepers;
twenty-two per: cent. upon � those special
intdustriesl which are carried on by corpo? .

m rations.   Taxes of this sorttare u,nsound,: .
&#39; we are told, andd�the amount they spro-S; ;.-  S

duce,   say six &#39; hundred; thousand S" ~do1131&#39;S.» . d
  ought to be liftedefrom those ciasseeeno
industries and obtained by increasing" the 1&#39; _ &#39;
State tax on �property, making the D91� "

" centageof the whoLle._re_venue to��be .o&#39;b-  �
stained by that sort of at  eighty-live� in-e
stead �of forty-�ve, anid�requlring� the in?

S �crease"o�_f the present State" tax of ltwentyg
�ve cents. on the huindored dollars to *near-�S  \
ly �fty /1 cents} &#39;

when this logical deduction: (from the y
extravagant �proposition of i,tl1�e7S _tWeSnty?/

height is reached they _.Swi1lTbeevenjmor�e&#39; c
gimpr-essed than they inownare with]   \
weight of their 1 argument� that  S .
should be so -<levied__that the pgeoplejwill feel
the burden� of extravagance and at; once j� �
rebuke it. V S Q  S  &#39;   { ~ 7
S Their other argument that�/Vd�thSe~
Commission ~ methods will �bring aboutV*

� wast»efulSexpenditures of the .public�s. monf-X my _
S_ey would be more Vimpressivesabutl for the � S
statemilent of the sameigentlemen that-the ..
same Tax Commission m&#39;ethods"will notf�,  i/
"produc&#39;e enough revenues to carry &#39;onl.the»~s

S ordinary. business /of the�"_State. ; i

LICENSE TAX on Conn,� OIL S/�AYNDV� dnsffoPEnAe.5  -
TION.   -

{The license tax on the ;iproductio._i1 7 of .
V coal, oil and gas� is objemcted to beca_,use. it S m
is said to he .a� tax on procluction.» In one _~. \  /

� rsense: taxation; on] all improvemenSts!,stSo&#39;~m V, 1
real estat&#39;eand�on; all personalty, is a [tax  S
on V production, fbeScause�� a&#39;ll�su�chi"capitalS is  S

W .. . V�/.\   r.&#39; 3/�) 1
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i  shipped, abroad.
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? simplly the stored-up lessor  the
Yet I agree "that «no unnecessary� taxes

, should be imposed which are calculated
to �retard development "and industrial

about taxation are applicable. ..T1,1"e so-i
, called production of these thingsis in

fact a destruction of so much of the nat-
ural wealth of the State. The very � ex-

n pression used by these gentlemen empha-

&#39;! &#39; � � \ / t

&#39;g_i&#39;owth. The trouble with coal, oil andf
�  � gas� is that their production jisnot produce-» ~
S i tion in the sensefin which these »m�axim&#39;s

1�

p-operators, l however, have not the, advan-
tage of projducingiacoal which is practical-

torsym; west &#39;Virginia; adding in the pro-

same sugges&#39;tions apply to oil°�and gas.

sizesthe distinction. Theygsay a tax on
S production c�is_in �effect a  upon the\

same capital over and over .again«as"_6ftene
77� as it appears in the shape of the product
�=.taXe~d.� a How often, pray, does� the coal
mined in West Virginia, theoil and gas.

/ produced in iWest� Virgainia, ire-appear in
�West Viirginia in the shape of aiproduct
iltaxed,� or in any other shape? Remember.

&#39; that almost all of these great% . nat-
ural� /pr&#39;oducts- are conveyed � beyond

limits la of the State for con-
sumption elsewhere, and for the up-

�_;building&#39; of the interests of other com-
munities. l Under the United States [a icon-
�stitutionit  beyond our power -to dis-
criminate between  these products� con-.

Y, sumed in this state and those which are
We ,.cannot tax on ac-2

count ofpwhat goes into other, States ul_1- 4
less we taxgon account of what is con-
sumed �here. as In my judgment" we ought
n_,iot,tohdo, so ifwe could. If we descend

. from the broad view of the in.t�erests of
S  -. the whole country to the narrower�-« scene

is true that commerce between this and
other "States �ought to be free and unre-

t �stricted. . But it is _pushing_ this idea en-
»tiifely.too�j,far to object to West Virginia

"of the interests of, West Vlrginia�stlll it&#39;_

I  <, taxes on coallon the ground that that is a
a  .��to strike lat-the basis of all industrial�

development, cheap fuel.�, Fuel cheap to
�whoni? Why   shall -we withhold the tax-

 ing power in order to-permit the coal vbp- l
 eratorslto take away forever-some share,
no matter how _small, of that which alone
gives A; value to �SOI;l1e[ of our mountains,

, /  something that can never be vrestoired ?.
I  Tltv is true that our coal operators market7 V S at l their  in competition with, the coal of

S  operators in other 7. States. "
K i» 1- 7� I / a

1� / , &#39; &#39;3 l i &#39;  e� 1%� \_ &#39; v "

=tions by their direct and indirect ln�u-
ences steadily increase the value of the� at
*landon and near -which. they operate�. v
a. They are building� up the permanent tax- i
able values of the Stateof all kinds. f

It

Those other

&#39; . Again, the coal business occasions pecu-
liar and considerable expenses to the

�/,State. 5   It; involves� the �maintenance,   of ,
  hospitals for theminers, of a, system of
inspection tonthe mines, all atthe cost
ofthe Stated The direct annual ou�tlay.on

sand do_lla1�s, fully onehalt of the amount
that would be� produced v by the .prop�osed v
tax of,� one-third of a �cent a1�toi1; on the l
present coal production of the ,State. ; Add l

. the immense criminal charges which are
reguv1a.r&#39;ly iincurred and the occasional ex-

eighty "thousand, dollars, will not Emalke
good� the average. aflnual expenditure by
the state which is . necessitated : by l coal
operations: i  v * � V

As to oil and gas there is no  ex-
pense on� account of inspection, but there
ought to be. The _waste, especially inthe

4

Sly �free of taxation; I. hfavevnol doubtthat�
a comparison of the taxes "paid, by opera.-

,  license ta&#39;x,w�ould still be less than�.
taxes paid by those in .other�States.. The"

[account of these i&#39;ncide_nts" to coal opera-
tion has not been less, than forty u_1ot1.-.�

S l r pense of sending militia to the regionsof?
, coal operation,� and it issafe �to say ,._tha&#39;tj

production of gas, which has voccurrediini
this Stateis� so enorm-outs  tobe crimi-
nal- A

spection by: the State ought to be provid-,
ed; the cost of it oughtto be a.ssessed_»to

» the �operators and it would many times
make good the amount it would costthem.

 should a license tax be imposed on
coal operators and noton manufact�ureI&#39;:s.?4. �
One reason has already been suggested, I
that the coal operator is slowly but surely�

� annihilating the value-eiof, the land, was-t-Q,
ing what the lawyers call the qsubs-ta.nc�e
otrour inheritance. �In the place ct what a

V they tsakethey leave nothing to beetaxed. v
Not �so with manufacturers. T�heir,opera-

r� \&#39;~&#39; 
     

The wasteful methods which have
attended the production of oil and �gas;
ought to be prevented. A system of -in-�g
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m�3Ch% we At5X7 �Pa3�in¬7D°AI5�1&15�%i0� 9f *the  �,lf{V;TS5§S�¬*d j�5�*V�%VV�e%Fa=�§8 0>�f�%�$?[-7a7 a?7%fi¢?e-%;L  ]
 A Iighfyism11e%d;�xb;ut%w1itt1e%i �their  % tim1e~ �or%%tenTL%$yea.rs . more, c1;1ringA~?wmich{LL

  "<?D:éf1�c5»fiOI1L�S �are Cag1f1_*i%éd�[()*i1� �veifirj 1�La.§r%ge~13�r  :  �f5jeci:a&#39;1-1Y; 1:3�a.I:ts; jof the:;�%�\S�té;1£é are �; I�f§*�1{O�+1�é&#39;S§Ldénts9~�Of~thé LSTta,t¢§ 7g.i1�d ltllgir �p1-(jf&#39;.;�  payiI1&#39;g ifL;,a.§;°e�s «pnj v1a1ua.t~i_0$:1sf� = I1_"ot�, L ;:s dc;i1o%t%{Trex3;;:.».:no�;- re4"appeai« in?� the4\s1vate   f;f�d111�; �a./re �much neaxjer \Aju�s;t,i<:e�.,V~«gtha.n%% gms  » 5 inereas%e mi iaVri>1iAerty.�,!<? The   &#39;coAntrar3%?     say V theSe:\; twenty-eight.� g9I;t1emeI1,&#39; . ./fl  �if?7�§r}ue .pt:��1ngéui1u�fact6rié�§.:;: V  9Fc_>1f the,� mois1i*&#39;I>é£i�*cg Aitliat va1I1a1Li.,01}% 0i1�gh1§§» t0;=;Stan7ti. un§%¬i1%:%jt1iereV  * t.hei_�r� Lawnex=s%%A1i<ije ?nerVe*a%}1d",+herVe<1:e+ii1ves§t A  71iS.Fa;i1Q�£Ti¬§i� �~;YaF1uatidIiA{by�*~$tate% 9«uith<§rity{,%%%% ; é   phe1r &%-�{pr%o�ts.dy% The "hig1xé%r%*�wage%s&#39;T¢L1ia.i;a  ;perhésp;S&Lthé ;enjud[�Aof  Qyearsy�fndwthéy � �j;s1:i11eJd �werk1i1eriTV�ex:a;b1eT7¥the«m t�O7a.cqu-�if1~e L Lprbtjest�ost % earnestly ~ag�a,i1,1;s~tr .the,T �plain    11©m9sL:�Ta«n%d %�%p%rop~érTty,;  thuzsé} ?éTh1é;{rging& jthé I ?*%%pr9T,p0Sed bx: the  Tax %ACom,mi*s*si0Anj at   * %    .»      /    L  ~    %&#39;      � &#39;    L  &#39; »  .& A 4;:héy[}gay,;;�mus£~ iresu};t%A&#39;._:�i�nAL: coJns,¢tf§n�c7Flitigal- � .�¥""5 "�      M wtion §a11d:£, de1ayi~in cd11ecti11g1j5ghe, ij_1»ev_i\fe_%s.  *
ESCAPING *TA\XjATIQ�N. -   Why :th1iS_;Sh0.u1�:d1: be :3-&#39;0 . ages .\\n9ta,_3,ppAga,rij :7�

It         \. . \ D  I   � ,  /A  %  ,
Mr 4,  &   mg  %rw�e�a1m 03: «&ge�t1eWF:4\thatw*tS?a1\1}A�?¢W;  %��}?*°*�?&55:�  *   the%{A,js:a%te gnore�l �th;an} any [ot11{er%"1éi�x1a of� T 3Jffm,.dL S91� { �3°¬�§er   Why k{the; §¥ai%135 A         ~�
 : %;;�ti;?a»1ti¬S%l1a7Ve �ever %%{Si1f�<§eid*td�gét �w%e}a1thL9�of { p%1aCe«Vbe:mlplle�ibyten»m�th9 %1ia�pSe�°f AA� L� " &#39; A �  1 ithagt many years.   - N .E\ 7 �

�Don � �e  90 S From� 1890- to  There. h,a,s=been; an effort to c�eate �theJ � 7 \�;!]-�9\V0�;0 a11ki1ow\theré Wa  %  {   ~ »   \� % 7 A «   A -�  % . L
%*i.:;  )  inCreaée�JLi  7 Vafséailf _ L:�.i%;}1p1~e%:s,si(_)wrE %tha�.t . taxes guchi; a;s, §,1?e-».;;>V~ro§yLVL%  %    �Wm: coaig 611�/jorj~gasawa,s%to beA%ff:ma; > Wed� F�°�%e���"�%A%?�ff� "°�]°9�t W. {  {4sC:>:i1~pareA  �the� va1ua}tionsmo.fV3 &#39;t�1:1� é\. �,1a.ncié=% ah J �C1031;0ne~1%@f&#39;a;�e?�1�3 P<?1&#39;%�W�"91 9� W C�5   L�T1%90%yv%it1«:thosein;19U0 a;fte11V%;h�e ré,;x%aiu- �% �me and9�9%?th�rd�°L9��0�?9VeW&h�319"e� \ A
� \ 5  ?T�»[a�tiOVn.L LOO k__a �1é*gre;atxcdalécoiuntiéé of� �&#39;  t71«1hf01.1S;3I}f1 Gubigcifeiet  ga S;f~W;9>u1g1�
     sm. V In.» Fmtte; the muatian¢pér f;��te�Se1�Ti°uS%.}�»3°�.rde**S1�]99�*ath�?Se�e�ga~g9d*%%&#39;I}%7      >incJre%av;sed} in; �thqsé  V    the1°1�°d�ct1°¥1 Of �%e%e %rtiC1eS-V  Yet aV   $8.48 t<5%;$9.29;:m: \Iia&#39;1}ia.Wha; f15&#39;Oini w$6.97to:   A� Sh°�1%dLb°�Ve*YA%m��hL S�rAp&#39;ri$?eA�? a?*%la*3V 1*   ?Mercer;¢froinE:$5;5§  $s.e:L%ana}   W �Md S3:-V \that%~;su¬h%v � &  �in 4McDowe11,gmA/aecrearsea fi~om*$5 "Y°u1dLbe the\Ca�Se�  Such t{aX�3:S§5.�V°ud1d&#39;7}I�°t;V%A%{  j�;?4$5;09.A  &#39;I�1,1&#39; tf11.é�; �oiI"é:6un�tYV of &#39;"Ty1er&#39;\.�i£ �in-4 � }beLfe1t? W the °"°�"ai�,?�i�".S< T3?� *9? f%�3�"�?he�� »%i%cr~eas4ed �fr6I1(1&#39;$§.¬;8 i;d$i0.92 and in Vvetz w.?"geS¢ted%t�he 7p°SSl]?111%W~%�th@t ta�Xa*t1%°n. to  _ %e1fiti1féCr%ease-d from $1038  $"9 5 1 AT  9*-   .tmSLL§?(4tent WQu1d S§u°np�1y %be aén; fis�n  :Mari0n C/O�n�és egb   ?1r1\ /;. .\w.ve%dge,r_/tg) he ~f0_110Wed laier by��:~.injcrea.ses{§~ " FanE1¢oi1, a:id%�théxfevef¢Ap%ment of th0éi;~1   as in? Vlieal Or: ma1gi�aWL"njeVQd§ {°fj�t}.le

§�crea�sed �the  a;¬cre~aig e,Vja1<u-ej  Ha?r1"iSo�hV V ntS&#39;:Wefr�e &#39;SJuLgg"eSted�§ it was h/Lthought�:J  � V &#39; V L y» ~ « - » ,t*L11�at»-E they;?werei�suf�ci,ems«; and *f�11a,t4_ su(:,h,»
agd1?<M���°4�fm�AM j>gE1ai�?*1?teeSA  aj? �&#39;95 %D*?A$%Si.b1eV Shwlid�    V,

V   x we itfon the bés.t=éLi1i;¥1i<§rity    by ?egiS*a?1°�J%n�1Otherwlse that  L  A  Tim �<:>f=the. ne%ws.pAa[pvers %o»f»�Ft1ie*  staAte�~T thai:  1-:1�°�*%1�3�7£e L°f£�h*S[ %1�1�ie�?Se i7°�?�?fA"?�V�¢�$ 31°�? V�? W �  §~%�<;  Vstéites Coal and%Oi1 Cciniiéanyik  �mqrgaseg? ~the $�t&#39;at&#39;�§��  eXQe.ptj�ng §   s �h�a�s%th:rty\tho»usanAa/ a§er~eés in Logan mun-  ?� ¥g?°W�*i&.A�?�% reVe319efr°1��%d?131Sj S.°.u.r�°me>»a*S �7� �T W ,»t I_   t~  ., id»   :A - :  M  � _ � ; z �%�S1ii3 C>19e_ra»:E1_Q¥1S _&#39;11CAe:n;s:ed \ m._1 gh-�Q,g1§;cireLa$§L.;:&#39; &#39;   /�éllafgaf    hundred th°�1S?%nd_ A It: was thollght, xtooz, t>hatl those �e;ag�a.Vged. I
"    ;IAn%L0.ga1i �me    -f�:1aa%as,%:*1b%ts�%and   agm.  ,:f�i%9§?p9�;§e~�?*�S�?d%ft°?4��h?�%i&#39;*5�&?**°e¥bYX��f�*°P&#39;T     & �   ~   {   ]*I1a�1,9nSx W0111dL:¢hee3:fu11y%makre%%the~cpn-

H-     531*�: »� A1141� 1&1�-@?�{   4 .*{�1*1b1gt191; that was s?;agges{teg1.%~ ATn%is;L%A1mws&#39;1: \:3 � � � ~ , , , V ., I  � > J &#39; . I 7 � � _  3-1� � V. «.� ., . ,*�~>  5  . A   ,2� � V� i�. �  -   �   , . :~  =\ L; - . &#39; LT » a   T « \ \"" " � ,- ~ &#39; » \ .  (. I » /",�u. �kw � . " � �, "~ -&#39;\\\y\�.- �\ ;  -. \(&#39;,. . � I .- � . �, -» V . _ . _. ~, . \ . I \ , \ �V W ~ � v , � .� - . « v . , � I . I � � L» _/ ~ . 7 I 1 _ _ I ) /_ � &#39; ~ \ �V v, �ix A  (&#39;5: � \ 1- _ I . � � �

*  ~C0:&1t? �0E&#39;9T�af10nS\d0�in;0~t ,,t9I1(1 tg ;u1\cre§.svef&#39;; , :111ei»ud111gthe m1}1c:11{1gs_1t11er%eQ§n;»V_a1&#39;eia,s:: »}
 {*   7* Mosti_F iof. T the E 1Vabq«r_ier?si�J1;no£;5eing¢ % ;  �(_){11�g�_11tf\� s:u¬1:} va.1ua.tidns é{%as~~�these%-%Ltb,ffcon; i  V

;to  be p1�a,cé_d�\oAii �the;  1iétV.� i JT$uesg;  othér ;t?171*é-Se» ¥¢¢?u£:;1eAsL.am1L es;
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b �V  .�ijeXiémi1ia.ifim1�f,�of_    the; qnfestioivni
,   imakes �it ;d:0Ubtf1ii1�&#39;WI1eit;11er :t§h;e_l~iré1;fe�~i�p�lrQ4.�

7   9; jiposéd �J is� &#39;r�ea1Iy �a?Sé m~/3113115 as &#39; j.uiS:tic,{e&#39;.
"  r�equi.re. 4139 tIiat*~>a,s�i&#39;i;�: m,ay,� the ia-1n;d}1ntiii/ L
� _=.:j2vhiQhfth_é» 4Le_15gisiaft�ur}e�1t1-oiiv

i    ijfustfg tax »�upion*:1ic~en�sé�si,girantqdiii &#39;f(j;ri�%�¥�the¥s.e_i a
A pi �oi3e�fa;.tiion�s�, *0 �ght "fjcyf  underTét�oiq;d; � {as *thfQ_\~

JV/f��l&#39;}iiia,i1i:?i¬:7�}&{¬~I;CiS??1(:.¥::df\"thi9�LSt&:tVéS power  that� ~� 4  =&iir;e.Cti6n;A&#39;iA"&#39;It  §t-*1�_uue- /thiatiiitiiisfecuidi not ~
� "ii 7 be LLdi07ii�exiby 1;e�g1is13;fio=n{�is?67a;.s?"toi coinétiit�te ii
   absoiuteiy
;  A  .iStaIt<e?;, i yet~vif/ those afgecited by this tax had

 rea;\.1&#39;iz\ed i itsifpLrd-pi%.ie�t§i and;&#39;xchéerfu11�f;~a;éé �
H , cé.Dted5 :i1:sTii;IiI5o»sitioan theyf-wo4uId»i�ih�a\(eii;1f¢~ A 3�  K

M; zcieiiveid/:.:faf 111-�oral: gua..ra7.§n.ty~ a�ga;ins»t**�
L3};   �/c/h&#39;e~ rate,� Wihich�W:ou1»d{;vhé,Vié bege�iii
  �«i15rac\�t.iic.ai.1*1i/3;?é1;si"e-�iciélft as M»imAb4edé1e?1ii�"iin

� «ihej C*0"n1stitutio»&#39;I1, itself?� �It7 We 111d;,ha;Ve&#39; j bkee-11
» A� " �biackedi  the sje�se� �bif>ji�1;s1:iVcie:j of the Wlioile �

z  sfate,  and at�   2:11? timiesiix�ight be T rej-e311?
L � f0�-{feed-:i~bi;y&#39;*Vfitihei:iv,b1iTshé!d. Vie�ws\&#39;of any\.g�;e4n�\

*  " t%T1eI3:1e�n.4 whc>.iwma,y; c&#39;:oi11�tin1:r�e.it;o�fa,/vo\1f ineth-� 7
�� i  DdiS°V.QAf-:_�CaXaJCiOI1*5Which /theyiclaim p�¬}ss,e*si»s;;_,i
&#39;  �A � Q� the �*esisentia.1s) bf� pe&#39;rmai1ei1Cy7 IMEA s:tab�iL1\§� �

4 a , §,R.AII;R:OADi;1i<¢T1:12Es~ifs{} _
V
»A   ytliat ,e\ight3? thOi1Asé;ndid(i11ai&#39;siVo:i R K;� i ,

 � f.Sit;ate ~§aiXi i1bW13aiidiL: by theraii1rio»a.d&#39;s1Wovu1u�
 gbe._;_re1ea;sed. and; a,i1ikié« agmogunt �i.mpo!s!ed
~ 9 i1p.di1;�the Cdal 1o:pé*ra.t<5�rs,\ and it has bieen

) ff iéskeid ~   this &#39;_s:houI5di ilbej;  X Youi 2 �W111 V a1"1
V �_£6-I1§1�91��A17e.1?iithefeiagernessi1Wi1;h which tho=sjéfV

   i�kW1il9  axe supfposeidil to �staIidffo»r thie   rail.
*1)6iTiroa»<%s:iiirusheidi to the suppoi-it of Ithe Ta.X-!l "
] T ;{3bimmis�sion�s  before the Legislatufev

  �i_1as1§.:VNViI1i2¢ir;Ai4andi� �ift:{ may be i1/zhat the _e5:+
 I�/fD1ai1as,t*iioni =0-fiithi\S iz;ea1&#39;*is <to¢ be �found; in\

édu�ge, will iniotfwbie \�i}V1l1Ql1Y":iiS�3§Ved}7f0   V.
A�  �pr&#39;opert�y°. cjwfnfeir L &#39;4 The c�o�un;ty� Areiveiguiesiiyf

  , i wiurhafxveito*<be_:ncrea,seic1 enough tioragkie  i
7"t:a;re;ofMsay one-half itheiiexppenses of �DI�0S5] .. 1� \
Vecugting.»feipnies�iii tIie"is!eVieI?a1*cduntkies,  L

,/

\
Tliiesei:§é~i1ii1IeIY§.¬i1:Sf%GH1 its iA

;/ii�Lv�é�Ve}x%,;__tu;iIisV3.gut t�I1ot<*t§o;i-:�be"�t1ieLcaggi,-Via11g1¢;&#39;.jiQ;�it3{T::f)jijt11.0se :i{I3.\t&#39;ie1�\eSt.\e§(1 in} \t11T=g_.{IiIi&#39;¬:F\C1.11:C&#39;;;».?� ii�~ti¢[n~ qr ;c;¢a14 i���t11&#39;i$�-�iStatef% areifilikiewisei  in:  i
iteiriestediiin the \£«a;i1r%gsia«:�sI*§::hi¢1:ii�itrani«sp6rtzjA:;

�i0I�\;g§�:�iVf Elli A 4 7
~*�oit1:ieir&#39; ~-taxi p"é.iy-éfcs� �i&#39;a�s,i�Wé11�;as;; 1;he~-I;ali1*r0ad&#39;s   &#39;
�W111 uiaonfthi+s1%p1an,be eigcpsea ii-iaimigtkate/ii
 The is~tee1i\wpr1:s �a,n�e1i*1;!11fev�<3.<)_�a1L�W0I"k;_S\ L V
i thei 1I1��a;1;Liufa(f;t1g1,i*§§1§S, as �izvéill i aSf&#39;the \\�\&#39;r:a�/i/1%�   A %
i1«ioa:;;1si and Lime ifarmsg ands: fglhieii� iVd7we3.�Ii&#39;i�;I1;gs   A

itaX§ ,�w¥�_;,  _i i "ji_ WM  iii ~,
1 3

 . «TRAN�iSF§ERi."�TOF BURDEN%S,iiTQ�AC0Ui§ITIE4s. ?  �

,S*&#39;ay:i1�1g,:. f�  >&#39;  if

�»�Ye?s,;1>)1ii3_viihiive�"yp-11&#39;ai*e:da:�¢ev1I�iIig&#39;i"tl1eV
�Estate tax :y�qu arei�iimip*�b�s�ii1g 1\1VpO11�ivv?thie,g\;jicoi1�:1;.3
~ities1;thi£;buridAe11$;¥n§67W borne by%{the%;~$tatie, T V�.soithatiiwhatisra� �are faking,   J *
 hand iyiou Eaiiiief 1~iep1ac:ng iwith Tpheiiothérté�  i
i&#39;1"&#39;i�hz§}t» :i_s�{£§)fiI1�1y�_&#39;pa.r�ia11y�{t�1fu¢: The S�éiitéf �t�aX�
]e�s xrepé�ledi wi_1i sgbe �.ife�p1ac&#39;ed.� iif ~1\3a&#39;1_;»ti }by_{t.he�j  i\
it;a,>éesj~iupoiI&1A :t1ieseiii\1i%ewii 1iicieii�s�eis;i*�i�btifz, -�7_0f M L

-C()�i1I1t�i ¬S «has occurred ; a; "Ve5I&#39;y~   _

and iJQrfe+h2i1fi;tihei»AeX�p\ei1i$e[df �n1a:inta};i_ning A L k  hi %
in �the Stafe fi11&#39;siti�tut&#39;ifo�n&#39;s f%thorsQ�iWi1o�3§,fIfeL�  � i
_~sieint from*t&#39;he several �cmLin.tiié:s. V &#39;1v�heiiCI&#39;iII�1";�
friaiicharges nowvbor�e by t1;17e_ state, but {A

 1"1&#39;1cu4rred,i �by the counties, �a.re.�iiiiIIC&#39;I"£3-?l_SiIi8� V K
at iianienioitfmous ifate; Thé gréaitesitL:�iDI3O; 7  �
 poiaum xoif   these 1 lbhaTi5ges>%�up0�n the Staté
;Atr�e5a;s�u1é&#39;yjiis maiiei� by the éotinties �in V?W_11iiC�1f1\�

�».\¢g5i1;v,�i.¢?,Ini11eéZ{ Alaicgg-e1y,�ignid iii �the s7a.m.e  f

:3. \_ \

W111, be  relfiefvi-ad from i th¢%iiL;prie�segti\� Sf�atjei _

1m�a}y� 11ear;S.oni<§7ofi :the4se�V?gé&#39;n\t1éi:t1�[<é»n

J�. ft; ,ftiii�ei~/jiproszp-eictof relief �*.thus held Q/11jiito.fthiei�if fpox-tiion 0f the. inCr\eaSe_; AT�hiS\:iS an/9 evil   ii;,~.,; f%;1�,&#39;a;1,i1roAz£d»s&#39;.-i  ic-oral,&#39;oKpera.t<iI5SLfWho sigiied V
 °�1;>iiis_7pro-téasit, or; such� pf ithem as r.e�»ad,iwh�a,t �
 � ; they:_3z$fefe�&#39;SiiigKniinAg; �1"11.uSt&#39;:haVeVI smiled�wvheni
L   CaIf13Ji0�i,iIii�s� �cléxusei ,/Doi: J they iiniaigixne A
4 Fith8;tiith;éip~u&#39;b1ic ;Vhave,Nnot ihzealfrd sthelfoud &#39;
 �  � (If jibe� i Liindép-eindien�i i;\coai1 iopeira:
 V� _*tfC>I:§;,\ the? few  *th§.iti% are 7iefti,i �theft �F
V ,Ii�aii!LIIfJ0ia»�¬1s_i �_d&#39;i§i3iI�f5i(I�i1"ii�I41;�at(-ié� iageiinst themv
   :§f3V03&#39;~i:�0i&#39;§� the ,GDei~�a?t:i�oin$;/Qf;the rai1I?oad:

Nowiédaxsii �Hie 1 iclistincumi i,;%%b<e-
 ii     thdsei. <é,ng7ageid ii i in p~roduL¢iinig; i=a,1T1dii

i�I1¬a»T1Y&#39;i§1%iS£ip1aiearé�d,i ~�1i*1i;e iivgryigreeit  ma+Fiii;

f td which ; aitite"nJtio;n;ihiais been ,called �Hy� si1fc- � {1}

�all the� iS&#39;1iatte. � What do(ith¬ese_tin§e1i�cY~eighti
] ce�1s$ive..%a1;gdifgbr;S; �amid fwb{1ch&#39; is 7k�niOW11itQ. V * �

gentlemen pfropo-se&#39;%i.tb do about  i1WhYi,Vi\V M�
{tI1ebiI�~f r�e1§aedy is t;h�e_sam_e cons_eirva:i;iVe,» � � V
/ ;,§hogigh"tf 111- C  stateisma.n1/ike{�i"i;reat1heint�~   T N
&#39;which� .thae�Y p*,i"opos;e&#39;<for ;1;11e  ilis f�ro3i:n  \{.\_j� Wieis�11ffe~&#39;I&#39;,&#39;%+��I1o=thi1i"g, &#39; W

¥c�rih:1i&#39;na;1�1vigo1*bus§1;:;  If �iso"In�:e&#39; L"suI§_étainti§L1

Ndwjitfi5voi1i1dw�noiw b;eiwise to; pyti_;�;hei T i \
7fb1iiidei1 bf? proéeiciiting� fexlonieis»_who1�1y_Qn.

   , V �\ � , , . };jtI1;e \Count,ies,�7foi&#39; that might\Vr¬s111t%wjin the A�
;«ilfZ&#39;¬>}l10Sii�3 /.enga»gedi Aim;tr�a,I1Si>&#39;Orti11&#39;g?;i_Coal iha�.s "7�f2{;i1uf-eofi ai »1:3oo}r7C:o-unty ~»�tO)i»p«ro_?$ecutei  1, ~i &#39;

.4�
�/_ \.\~



,1arge-hodies of 1andi!fo�r�long.periodLs For
time in the hands» ofthe Wealthyjor �spec-L
ulation.   i
, If the �members of� Lthel Tax Commission

Llearned anything it was the impossibility i

� sharelof the expenseL_of__ a"criminal} prose-
L �cution, however, were to b�e.,b.orneNby_ the 2�
t iL people of the �county it would? [prob-p .&#39;

 able that much moreicare Lwouldv be ex-er-i
. cised by the cou/ntyto�icersi in incurring
L expenses of thisnaturei, andthat the total
, amount expended for criminal charges i
wou1d,thLerefore,� be reduced. To the ex- _.

i _ tent of such reduction l the tax &#39; payers ¥
would have absolute relief.. V i

not be open to some fair criticism a.nd_"rea-4
sonab1e,�ob_Ljecti�on. It does not follow that
the maniwho maybe able to make at criti-~..

 Lcism,/�even. a valid criticism, will also -be

Vwhich he er&#39;i_tieises, This has recentlyL. NON-RlL1SlIDEl\TLfI.� LAND HOLDERS�. i   L
V � t l �i �received «a brilliant iillustration. &#39;1, lamno-tC

of devLis�ing� &#39;La&#39;ny,"taX� system which vijould, .

� able toisuggelst som.e"plan�Lbetter than that   L ,

ii. Support for the present methods oi
ation is sought upon the suggestion that
to abolish� the State tax is to relieve non-i
residents who own large bodies of land
in this State.» From what will they be re-
lieved?

$2.77 an acrein Logan, �(which are exam-

. L Is the assessment 91333.05 an
1 acre in Wyoming, or $3.35 an acrein Web-

ster, or $3.41: an acre in Pocahontas, or"

now  about 7 mere. captions ,objec-.. . l
tions, iblit such,-as have �merit. &#39; i�1,�liIis ques-
tion of taxation cannot be dealt. with theo-
retically." There are controlling condi-
tions to be reckonedvrith. i Reasonable obs &#39;_ I
jections may� be madeto, some features of

t the plan proposed by th/elTax Qommission,
but when that is conceded we havenot,
made Larry progress. �The Tax Commission

? . plesof� the counties in which these large
� bodies of land are owned by non-rLesidents) -

much of a burden upon� those owners? V
Why are these �assessments so small?
Simply because the \ nonresident land t
owners get the bene�t, of a determination

« on the part of those assessing the land
� in these counties to keep those assess A
L ments as low comparatively as the valua-

objectsto the present system and vproposesl
something which it says is better.  sonnet  L
object to the Tax Coniimi-ssi�on�s plroposi-:3 f

�tion, iandfwhat do�theLy».propose?&#39;l
L »�1�fhere is no time today even to/hint at l

&#39; the economies� which have been �suggested
�by thenCommission in the co,llection,and l
disbursements of taxes, or,_1the7 reforms a\

I tions in other counties. Remove the temp-to
station to do that, abolish the state

i �county, owned by its residents. ts
lands would , be; taxed at .prices which

let thepeople of Logan and Wyoming no
longer be conce=rn»ed with the comparison

. between their assessment and that in oth-
er counties, let, the only revenues with
which the: tax payers of a county are con-
cerned be those which they themselves

L levy and they themselves pay, and tell me?
whether the Lnon-resident owners of lands.
will continue longer to pro�t ,by the ab-
surdlyttri�ing yaluations of those lands,� _

s or whether those lands are likely to be
assessed at their full� value, at 1ea.8tL in
comparison with the lands in the same. , it

These

which have been proposed in� methods of
accounting. ~,    a» �  3

, L In dis�cussingLtheseL�things" fthe�re_lis no l
occasion: to upbraid, corporations. or to ex} �

&#39; cite class spirit.� The cause needsno such
In� , corporations �I ,\,irecogfnize� the�i?

mnightiestip engines for buildi, 7-gupthe ni.a-  L
  terial interests of the State, but nonejcan

aids;

beiblind to the possibilitiesof thesmisuse
of their �might. The taXes.L,propoLsed._by

/-l the Commission" are on corporations] and
This, poor� man5§is"at, ft�individuals alike. L

a disadvantage under T p,re1sen-t� methbds of:
taxation, but I make, not appea,1 to him i

. either because he is poor or jbiecause; he j
is numerous; Underplour instgitutions �and}�_
with the opportunities of the dafynhei may

V become the rich manvv3&#39;hilLe one is Ltalking
to him. Rather, should the appeal he �made
inlthle wio-rds of Emerson: �L�Let thei§aLmeli-
oration in our laws. of i proper&#39;tyi., p°roceedL ;
�from.Llthe«� concessions� of, the rich, nottLifrL<)Lm/V -5;
the graspingl of the poor; Let�; us begin

. by ihabitual impa�rting�.1 Let us nnderstandn
S . .

would tend to persuade the ovvners to sell
 them and put them in the hands of small- �k
er holders, resi&#39;dent&#39;�in n the Lstate, active
and �e�icient in developpingls itszilailidsn�and;;~&#39;
building up its institutions& and ,Would i
tend to put an end to the tying? up or

/ l ,/ V ,. \ p._ 5 l , ~� I iJ, . l,- &#39; L t �j//
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of at man of affairs, the: President� �or the

corporate or rindivldualr Such laws?� as

York, which the Court of *A�ppeals of tihagt
S ~ State recently unanimously, decided -con-

gthese are the words

it United �States. iSaid he: �The capitalist
sshoifild heartily vyelcome everyeffort, leg-

, islative or otherwise, which; has for its
&#39; object to�-secured fairdealings by capital,

�theédfmd__nchise,taa:Tm ,t.7ieWS&#39;tcite of eNewl

K ,>._"..\ �K,� , t� g l. l 1,. , � ~.� . l � , 1� V� , 5 .:\ \ v if , ~ � � � , &#39; V V� &#39; = i \ax � 3&#39; _  � ,. �. � � __ - I ~7 }_ V, _�  \_V S t " V (, ~  _� � _ x.\ \ &#39;\ � � &#39; : \ � � K v V V &#39; §" � S "V  l &#39; �* /V� , - , _\ 4.. V� g_ .( �_. i , � _ �Q

that the e<;i&#39;uitab1et_rule is� that �no one; »
should take �more than his share, Wletiqhim

&#39; be ever so rich.� S l � i �V
S , ~D,o»y�o�u�te11 me that

y of a.transce\ndent.§list,,a dreamer? They
*1; had .a.their-iv echo the other day, in the wgrds

\,stitutiobna_i,V�such lavvs are in the inbterestil ,
 notJme�rely«of¥;:th,e people as�a,wh&#39;ole,� but,"  S

of theipropertied classes. Fdr iintnodvvay
fisbith�-e �stabil�ity� ofypbproperty better assured ,
than �by imakfiig it�pate1:_rt to our "people _ 7
 that �property bears it-sproper share �of L  .

thegburde-ens. of the State.� I _» l
iThe new taxes proposed in tWest Vir-\ . � i

« ginia"af£ect r_ich;andpoor alike; &#39; The real,
interests of all are so inseparabblygxinter-� y

ewoven that the concern of one is the con- 1
� cern of �all,� This is [not the �eld for Spas-. .
sion or prejudice, but for �calm, \consider~
ate, even-handefd justice. ,

i   iAPPE1\TI)IX.rl
S

1

To the� People oi?&#39;West _Virginia:!
�  ;�l�he undersigned having carefully con-
. s�ide�red the report of thea;Tax Commission .
and, the. legislative �bills submitted by it,

;  S Iirojpolsingi a newsystpemf of taxation for e
 S  the State or West Virginia, are of the *

V ._,opinion that�theplan7 proposed is objec-

,, _/,

nw~ 
     
     ,

\ This scheme �of taxation is in ourjudg-  Vi
ment contrary to the provisions offouru� ,
State Constitution, and vvou1d,lv&#39;ve �rmly : �

&#39;ab_e1ieve,i be so �held� by the. courts:

tionablet upon, many grounds, and ,for va- l
&#39; ~r.ious freasons. And, ffeelitng as We do an
.1 abid»ingint&#39;ere.st in the present, and future �
vvé-lfare of the State bandits institutions,

A �We deem ourselvestvvarranted ,ien77;brie�y �
settingforththose objections as ,vve see .
and �believe them to exist. � 2 ~

. � By the proposed system of taxation -it,
V is sought to abolish the State and State �
-school� tax on an real estate and personal
gjprepertjy, including, railroads, and to 1 s11p- /
[ply ,. the �State revenues now afforded-
thereby�, in part by imposing a special� a

lgvlicenset tax on the business of producing
» coal, �C oil and gas, �xing the amount or
�S �such: tax� at one-third of a cent, per ton �

&#39;,  �+on7&#39;,coal, one-half cent per �barrel on oil

\

andiione anid one�-third. cents �on T� every .
it 100,0,.00 cubic fee&#39;t�of� gas; by imposing a

 license on thepbusiness of practicing L
_ =%le£w and &#39;medicinet/ai)1<d_�,retailing tobacco,

 and7iinc�reasing~ the  on M-hotels * and res-
 �taurants,A on_~1iguor, brewers�  digs--

tiiller�s/.1icensels,_;i� ands�-by providing� that

�erty, of equal value. ,

vides that �taxation shall be eqfual and�
uniform throughout the State and that
no one species, of property shall �be taxed�
higher than any other «species of prop�-V ,7&#39;

&#39; 2nd?� Because it exempts from
for State purposes property not author-
ized by the Constitution tolzbe exempted.

3rd, Because the exemption of real es- .,
� tate� from taxation for State purposes is
expressly prohibited by the Constlitu&#39;tion,,

, and the failure for, �any �ve. years to
charge real estate for state taxes is de-
clared by� that instrument to work� a, ,

in forfeiture of all tracts of land of, one?�
thousand acres or� more.
S , 4th, �Because it vvould beq�uestionable_�,
at least/whether the jpaymentilof county,�
district and municipal levies on real es«e 7

wtate "could be enforced by, forfeiture �in

Vcertain, public 4-charges. now V payable out 5
4., �orl�l�,thel ,�State,;.t1�easury shall be 1,):fai~(1¬: bye,
the,«czount;es.f" * S  �   i

the absence of a State tax thereon. , T
,, 5th.], Because the right to mine coal or
produce oil� or �gas is �notthat character  �
of ,�privi1ege� or �franchise� authorized
�to be taxed �Within_tb,ee intendment ofjthe
Qonstitution, and because even as
privi_leg�e* borv.efranchise_  is not made -
to apply to , all suchiprlvileges and fran-

I 1st.  Because repugnant to section lof�
Article�.X of that instrument, which ,pro-&#39;1�? 7"

taxation b » ,
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~  Q  {hep ;g_reat &#39; inagse of\_%,\13r0peI?f.y ,iI&#39;1� ffhe V Staitel

/A  V  j> * ¢1Aye towarde its expenes;¬>S;e� e

/ ,\ _/v \K\ ._ V, I 1.�

,ae1de T� from .1.t�s ~ ,ma.n1fe_st \, %_c«onf1.1ct,_

1  iio�,» n,a.mee1.y, ithaetall;%vepIjQ1e§i?ty&#39;e?s_h~aI1e� be e
: &#39; ~taXeiiiee\2inc1f?:ethat, eeitjsbaelle �be med bye� equal
Vf   llahdf ugiiferm 1ai�WsT7a11d�in71jro�portien tori/tse value , e e     e     e

     Wdu1d« �S}eM9iI:I;1LeT=�liiC2_ &#39;re(1_1�i*e ne�4:e1aboreatgee;.
 L� ; "4�.,31�eg�11\r"r.1Ve?1i1;&#39;.»;ftiee%�.ce�Vince * failf-nairidecl.� &#39;_�me~n

         2
4 �    W  .w11iche»e"w?6��1q exempt from �state &#39;ta,xa;t1on»$

9»: �an_d� place th/e b�11rdé1T1fQfh�:main?(;a»iI:i;1g_ the

_   1dustries�?o1: e1asAses of "i;1d1g%Vid11a;1s;.Aeee;:». Tjj�e
j;�°b:J11V1*d:eAn\s;&#39;,331$� bejne�tfsi e\hbL1*1C�L. be ;"S1?l3§Iie?�de I/�X¢  A  lest ;1feck1esez. fprodi»ga1,iety� in et1ie..�eX-f;.e

 e ,A � jpe"I1;_diture_e-Qf� �1jeV�e1�111e;s e;{res"1�t  the
,5  1a\ck��¬<)fh/reepo1is&#39;_i�bi&#39;Iity in; perov�idin�ge theme;V &#39;   1;V.�_\A�-[efpe0ep1.ee are �i�neterestec&#39;1_  a L gevernmergt

tin; propo»rt:on�and 1:0 ethek ex�1;eri�¬~ t1�1;&t theyi V A \ *_7�%s�haree_ ei�fI1e the T;1"esp;onseiT)i1ities"thereof �a.7r,1c1�.V_
L a� : jcont�rib_f1teAeet(5�e ?i_t�s�fm2tineteI;[an<:+�e.e% \1�1n-V�
.  3/IL�j-ust;»~&#39;itha�9E;any gcflass;  C1a, sses: forffpeople/A

�T / ;�.(31.jf~.pIf§)per«ty}�VT ehaL,1�1*"sh�ai�e iI71f}the bene�ts
A I j§g0Veernrr�ie"11t� �vvithout. ec�<mtiri�b�"1�,1tinge fair� V

I I Withfnumeraus exemptie�éle
4;   �the ~q,ués&#39;tion&#39; of the�,"a}i11QLunte Aof�sugch

V One" ?s&#39;01ee1y&#39;.�be1:Wi,ee&#39;n <_;f§he;&#39; �fepi�eeéntati/Vee�,� =3
A� Of�j;he~eMXeiI1.15te&#39;qfT:e*IasVS�ifin\;_}he _L=e.:1�313ro:pr=iat-,e&#39;

V�     T; lye temp ted�V to extravaegance, vfonde  Loine
/  side; j arid� :the? f1§&#39;ep1?esent&#39;/a?tiVee¢  the bless

2* h�e1%f;1%eSSf �by. &#39;reas�on;«éf 1�chTei4rf Ai:ifer id�f&#39;i&#39;ty* win.»

7 TL 1 the L people � La1%e,i�:Ae�u.hfe,b�1he  fe&#39;e1,�/�an"_d "he*n&#39;_ce

ring &#39;ciIé.�se�. �"&#39;*To" 1*equirée�7o/neev% �1c&#39;1a_.&#39;se _t�c)"pro§
&#39; My  efvvidei  agother � mTé.;y7�e&#39;Cii�»S~}t)i1:*see� V
 aA,11eCesSari.15r�.IeTa.d» t<§e%\e0p:jresseji5r1 5?ja�f_i1¢d ex?

 eeFt:o;nea1>1;;1e bugznésseiaasa,s»:er.e   T�  %} ..,jCbIf1&#39;p1Ea.»iIif is ma&#39;dei 7th_9;t�7 I11nLd;e�r70urI&#39;pi*_es- V�
 T F &#39;  e    {tax  syst3ém�A eeeaseseeses�me�ntr;:.e  are u/nequa1 V

e  jk  ahd�eeetajx_   Vburd»fens me� :air15?� ,di>§%trie�b�utéd;V ff
/��

V ; j ~ "  ; ;j V   donseeei ,phriAnjcie�j;;1g~;;    �ganja ;

�V "&#39;,_Y-/3

\/� �Y _ ,7 � /, � I , \ \ »_ \. � ��_ � � ~ V» � -V _  .» M (K
,. , \ iv�  V  _ I N�  "~ :_ > [V J J�

, V /V 7 �Se�té1:tej .gOVer�inent upon� a  .i�specia1f&#39;e jin«� ; A

f;\:; Mise$dir.ec;t1yj� ax; \varia;>i1cke%exxrit1i§ whatwe
 e"je.eb¬;1i�¢Vé ltd be the tfue priIieci*i31e9 ;0f»�¬>ax3«-

\~

f   A

    �;);)1*�bposed gsys-4, &#39;1�Ife,_te\;� 11i;j11;s�, � _g:1ass 9

W�i«1:�hm1�t&#39;-ec;1a;s�s� �iéxchrirtxi�atienj-.e or

*=: m  .\\ �  I/* � 1-v� ~

vi
e1@ré:ens�efeeeofa&#39;1icéns6 to paiy   the
stategianed enqteealso  e:mzi;% anaee mi:
  L     Merv  brick

-We:OI�1£&#39;S,,�,�\S"tlea,�I�V~Il. and e1ectr%%r% ra;i1I�0adS,  piulpg
m_&#39;i11§s&#39;,i &#39; tan.ne»r�iees e &#39;§e.\I1?(i_    i,n;te,re�stS??e
;Why should ythe   {great ,7 ra.i1�ro°ad) ».cofpo.ra-
tfi_�O;II_S .  reI%ie�VedV&#39; Fof; ithé ;%�$8&#39;O,,0OO>�f&#39;per  ,a{I�I1->

paia by ethem, {and the beuerd§311M:;()�f 4 their�
. if? l.efX:e1npt i�QIibe, Sfa1c�1di1ed% ft.h_eei.f_coa1 j;O�13.¬3.1�a�<£

 tors in 1311/Le xfoxjrgof� ae t}hird!o;f a gen; ton.
   nage tax� 911 � :thei�rg2.4,000,0.0Q tense qu%tputf?{
 Wh§7��eeehoue1d7 gthe .p19o�d11jcers A cifyfoeixi 3aI_1d gas
_ Who ha{re"eXpende\E1ve\ih;the�develepment Qf
* /01113� prodi1cin,g�,_�e1»ds �L�money~pjiapita1 -l@;L;fg:,ei}y.f_»
- e*g*:reatei" i�1&#39;l �\w3.3I1:,lO11�t;� than-L� tehee1_~TCagg1§e:g°ate�e
� V�é;1?uIe} -  all �the State�s{_ goil &#39; a1:;�>dj_Aga?se. �pro:
deu¢tieo31,~:�be: d�iséjriminated%éLgai�s.t �in; favor?�

o�f»1;hee"erAm�n-residyent lend owhexfe who imld�
sxvast areas of our d():Ii1.aiLn¢�aji1d dwo nL0£thLing

:.».l;I1&#39;umbevS aiid the_gfaEt��}�»rnasesebf ~

tax/&#39; arid� �theV�eXpen\�dit1:11*e githfe;/*e0�f� jb%eec9im�es

/Vieng &#39;bi;a:né11»"0ffi1ie3�g0Ver11meh;1;� f1eces§»a<1<i-g :[%

�7�to�� inecreaseff the dr fadivajncey �che
,pf0sberi~ty of tVhe,,_eST�1;&#39;a;§te? Q� \- is» V% V  coa;Ij�L is s,o"1�d in~,«%the� W§r1&#39;d*�s/xméi�kefs

 at / L pififces-&#39; �xed V» by fc§e:n}3;1eeti4tV:iQn%  jhee
e(pe1;�od�115¬:t _g0;f� eot�_1,ie1:§  S�tates_, _ LW1;y_: e,sh9u1Vd
(we pvlaee  epedial  .:11n1ij§,.L\1a.e1 b111r�<1ens

  V
 W"�ith;&#39; giiV:s* f»u1;�11\:t"eA�e�»Tp6_sesi,beiL1�ifp�ies vase e_};gféa��T

Tmafl/1iifa�cti1V1ii11,g\Sj;§Lte-,i Lvs:ivé1_df "~itSf%&#39;.;t�a�;e7§:;Aing�
 e;p_0Wer ;ftd7� st1*i1<e� a,;i:�e Vfhe� b/iasiéif-Efi� ae1i1&#39;H: _i;1+
 d;e�Ve1c/&#39;>pgIife;1et���c11[ea1e&#39; Q   _ V

7 Regajrdiegs, ; hgwever, e of Line pa,rt�iC111éL_"fg
Subjectr �of [such tax; We �CAd;1tfenfc1~e�thatfajny�
tax on 13�rb>(11uctioIi�~&#39;is , wirrdjilg� ~�ee:n � mi�eiple
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