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The State of Things in l\�01&#39;tl1 West Virginia.
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To the Scmztc of tlze Uiutcrl States ; The Supreme Court Qf the United
States ; The People Qf �iorz�/L lVcst l&#39;2&#39;r:]z&#39;Iz2&#39;tz.

The present usurped and tyrannical"despotism in North�Western
Virginia has declared my office of Judge of the i3Dth Judicial Circuit
vacant; and this, notwitlistritnling I have at all times, in season and
out of season, on the bench, and in public discourses, preserved, protected
and defended the Constitution of the United States as the supreme law
of the land: notwithstanding I was the �rst man in North-Western
Virginia to take ground for the determined support of the Union;
Notwithstanding that for this, my �rm and constant support of the

. Union, the Convention at Richmond have instituted an inquiry looking
to my removal from the same o�iee, because of this, my loyalty to the
Union; notwithstanding I have in every act and sentiment, publicly
or privately done or expressed, maintained the supremacy of the Con-
stjtution of the United States and the perpetuity of the Union in its
moral integrity, as the great representative of National Republican-
ism in the world; notwithstanding I have maintained all this by my
solemn acts of office declaring the doctrines of secession lawless and
unconstitutional; iiotwitlistanding I have thus declared the Ordinance
of Secession passed by the Convention of Virginia, and all its acts.
laws and other proceedings intended or used to carry such ordinance
into eifect,,void,,,as being against the Constitution of the Union, and
inimicalto its integrity; notwithstanding I have in m solemn o�icial
acts, declared the officers and soldiers of the United tates, who are
on the soil of Virginia, for the protection of national property and to
execute the laws of the Union, to be here in the peace of the Com-
monwealth and under the protection of its&#39;l�aws.

Notwithstanding all these, this usurped and lawless faction in the
State which new sets itself above the regular Constitution of the State
and prescribes to me an oath above the Constitution, and seeks to im-
pose on,me an ezpostfaeto quali�action unknown to the Constitution;
�iiotwitlzftiisianding thatthis faction cannot place their touch on a. single
expression of sentiment"hor a single act of uukindness, or hostility to
the Union or to the movement of the Union so far as the Union has
taken ground for the defence of the Union sentiment in Virginia. or
elshwhere; notwithstanding that they cannot point to a. single expres-
sion which connects me in principle or sentiment with the Secession
movement. farther than once in "a private conversation with A. W.
Campbell, now Postmaster at, Wheeling, and before the Administration
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li:n_l111:n1il&#39;t-stetl any intention to 1�0>�0l&#39;t to artns for the siilijmgzttioii ct�
the South. and when there \\&#39;:IS no reason to believe tlmtit so i!li4.�ll&#39;lL�ti.
other than what I could and did gutlicr from him in that eoii\&#39;oi&#39;.~::zt,i-,n». as
an:1p:ent .~:on�ro\vl1at in its con�dence, that on that occ:i;<ion I suit! fli v.&#39;;:<
opposecl to coercion in the then (9.\&#39;.istin;_; state of tliiiigsz :�iltlmn_;_&#39;h in the
inception of the m.-ittor I was in favor of st.1�it;gent-«mill _-mm-«ty},;~,g .3�-
<-isive1ne:1.<nres,:1s the late Attorney-General �of the lfnitvd Stzitw
(Mr. Stanton) can be-.n&#39; me witness inmy �delity to the I&#39;ni<m. I Tilt�)
believed that the attempt -to coerce would bring on the (�5.,>i11li1�\":�.ll tlw
llOl�l&#39;01�.~�i of at civil war, as I believed it on the li�l.-�t of (i.i.lct�<,=":t,-hr ].\�(;u
.When I w:n&#39;ne«.l Mr. Lincoln of the very present state of :zi�l&#39;:iir.-&#39; and
besonglit him to save the country. I believed then in Marc-li as I believe:

   now that.com&#39;cion was only e.notl1ornamc for stihjtnzutioii and that .~inh-
 , jugation, 72020 on this day only means an appliczition of the p1&#39;inciph~:<
I� and the private 1&#39;ej.&#39;enges of Stunner and -Wilson and that this vvotilil

� bring on the country all the horrors of civil war and the t>voi-thz-«nv of
constitutional liberty and the establislnnent of tlespotisin, and iH..&#39;i.H.l".,�

»God I believe it, as I expressed it �in tones of sorrow in the middle at"
last tJan�ua.ry on declining to take one of the highest posts l-tn<:m:n to the

t Government of the Ynited. States; tnottwitlistanding I liavotlin ivy
* pritjate life and public conduct, the grace of God assisting me thereto, _ &#39; �endgagored to _walk with humility...and sincerity and to avoid all double
 ~ mm c ness. t _*   t

I  And this is to be required of me because they have acted by their
 on the infcrn&#39;al and devilish princ�ale of Couthon, which they

 ;si�-�iveitransferred here from the blood and �lth of the lowest �ccss-pool
 i of; the �French revolution, when he said in -the club of Jacobins as the
 ersonal safet- and uali�cation for o�ice, �What hast thouby   lianged if ythe cognter-revolution slionld arrive?� And my
pi these and to youis, that I have faithfully stood by the Consti-
   eonstitutional laws and public liberty, and. havenot lent my-

  . t  faction, toarrogance, to imbecility, to corruption for sake; of of-
venfalitrnt

 know that it is no fear of consequences which induces this
A  conduct on my part; they know that I. have no hope, expec-
  belief of a. counter-revo ution, though much life maybe lost
I  that the government is strong enough to protect them;

�  by constitutional �principles, in the enforcement of the
=5§f1el,.iUnion, and not on the idle fallacy of the demand of an un-
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Tliey l<noiv that \\&#39;ll:lii�\&#39;(�1&#39; of tlangcr, distrust and surveillance is to �
he .t-neoiint--retl, e:mi.~.~&#39; here in pair.-&#39;uing an independent course, and
that .<t1h.~7er\&#39;ie1u--:,~ will avoiul all this. Wliatever of property and wife
and chihlreii, anl all 1 hohl dear on this earth is in their jiiri:-�diction,
and for iny.~&#39;elt&#39;, before heaven. I defy and denounce their tyranny and
u.-�1u°pation and their tfoatlion te.--2t-oatli, hesnieareil with blood and the
deep ctii&#39;~:c.~&#39; of the l:l�<&#39;lU&#39;ll .\narehy.

l. ileiiozznee their tyr;iim.\&#39; and u.~&#39;urp::tioii�� A
ilieeim:-�i� it is tiiii-on;-:titiitional in its origin, proceedings and ends.

lt \&#39;iol:tte;~� the .~])ll&#39;ili of the (,�onstitiitioi&#39;_i of the limited States, in this,
that upon v.h::t thi-_v :illll&#39;lll and I know is intended to be by many of

-«r inoveim-nt of a new State, without thethem, it is the i1::i1i;_rm;:ti2.,_
]�i1&#39;i&#39;1&#39;Cqul:~�ltL�1&#39;C(1l1l1&#39;t&#39;4ll)\&#39; the ilril Section of the Constitution of the
7L&#39;llll(_�(l Sl2&#39;.il;&#39;S. »

it� violate.< the spirit of the Constitution of the limited States on the
part of the .\iliiiitiisti&#39;:x.ti�tm. hei-au.~:t». it is an interference in the inter.
nal ¬t(lll1llllSi1&#39;:!il(lll of ::ffairs of the State, beyond the protection of its
loyal and oheilient. eiti&#39;/.e.ns; it is protecting t/com in the violation of
the Con.-titution of the State: in taking from the people, lawlessly, the

it to elect their Gtivernor and Lieutenant-Governor; in the ap-
"re.~*pon:-&#39;ible Executive Council of State or Revolu-rigl 

     
     pointment of an 11
tionary Directory unknown to the Constitution and the laws; in sus-
taining a fragment of a Legislaturewithout any constitutional quorum
in legislating for an entire people; in protecting and enforcing the
laws of a legislature whicli does not in a legal and constitutional inan-
ner embrace one-twentietli of the constitutionally appointed and ap-
portioneil legislzitive ,iurisdietion of the Coinmonwealtli; in supplying
va&#39;cancie.<, eveir to this poor fragment of authority,��~�by modes of elec-
tion unknown to the laws and the Constitution, and otherwise in calling
together this fragment and �ction, this arrant falsehood of a legisla-
ture, by means i lawless, unprecedented and revolutionary ;---for these
reasons, and� for many and divers other reasons, are to be denounced S
the proceedings of this lawless and revolutionary body in its own con-
duct and in the conduct of the administration at Washington, who are

S cognizant of its acts; who have countenanced and counselled these
lawless proceedings in their general purpose, if not in detail; who
have, in my solemn judgment, used the leaders in this faetious State for�
other and ulterior purposes; and in all this both parties must know that
they violate the Constitution, and the very soul and spirit of the Union
itself; and still more, for that violation of the guarantee of a republi-
can form of government to the State ivliieh has been violated in every
step of these proceedings i-n which a minority, -abo\&#39;e all constitutions�
and authorized modes ofproceeding, govern and legislate for the major-
Ity In the State, yea, and over the very minority it pretends to rep-
resent in its violation of its own State Constitution and laws, peacefully,

, and with all the forms of law and order, adopted for their government
and security. And shall I take this Couthon test-oath andbind myself
to its lawlessness and disorder, and bind myself to those private, it may
be, and ulterior purposes which entered into the council of Senators and
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Cabinet o�icers at Washington, when they counselled or
the steps taken, and pledged t/wir party to see it through; when thisstep was taken by them, and they saw the deep pledge which may nothave been expressed in the bargain, that West Virginia gave to what-
ever might be required at its hands, shall I take this test-oath and bindé body, soul and conscience to the untold and unknown results complica-I ted inthese lawless and unconstitutional combinations and movenients &#39;?

  Will you, Senators of the United States, who are not already ini  &#39; complicity with this affair, justify this �agrant usurpation: this la\\&#39;lCs.~1
invasion of public liberties; this unconstitutional overthrow of all
constitutions; this foul interposition of an administration in the a�hirs ofan internal government of the State, ibr purposes beyond those recog-nized by the spirit and the compromises ofthé sacred instrument underwhich you act, and which in a great measure has been brought about by_ that ~state.policy at Washington, which says �we will not violate theI letter of the Constitution, but if you Want our protection you must vio-
lsteayour own Constitution and laws, and� principles of public. liberty,and, the voice of = legal majorities, constitutionally expressed,� upon

, Fhich iabaaed all of republicanism which is guaranteed by our forms of_   tfssvetnment, and the express stipulations of the very instrument which,   the pretext of. civil war and fraternal slaugliter; andI   4,  the people of Western Virginia, have done this, you are sold
1  purposes which may he demanded of you, �I   I  &#39; solemn judges of the Constitution and the Laws, I ap-

  tain the integrity of conscience and to leave your �nal pro-,  i | occasion shall come, on that page/of your records on
your protest against theidespotic repeal of the Imbeas tht,,iasti«,refuge of Liberty against Tyrann ., �   � y

whom I*o�have�served, faithfully,� and how well your

approved

ju ent.of two to one over my competitor, only a
 authorize. me to say to you I appeal to become0

arm and self �yourselvesgwhither these things tend?-

nndthe ambition of .a few men in political com-
 � nthropy, which on one side has

our�: troubles has misled us far onward toi I �?38I!dby&#39;u3ing  and -�lawful swufments �and perverting
gs ehduccéisly�vlwiineas prevailing amongst you and leading �
� fgpnb p8rty»«te"thiB;f�iItshall take no Conthon test-oath; I shall

(core

Q, of action osiieonduct from the jcess-pool of J acobinism
 I »"Eecessi�onism in the South I oppose it in
 gfaetionism of the o�icials  who wear the,
 rule-in Wheeling. &#39; it �
 W   j  V beeazzse they are, from root to branch, un- I i   nixmecessart . Because in what they

, �   pton at ashington have violated
      Uniited States; because� in nothing

»V     to the Constitution of the
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repeal and destruction;

discharged on the order of a high
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State which tliey say they inten<.lerl only $0 1�i"��{In1iize; and in;-cr:I1?~&#39;L�
tiiey have organized so as to give liigli oiiice.~&#39; W �Hill, Who under other
circum.~;tanccs could never ll:l\&#39;:i: renchecl to lllUl&#39;C than the Vcnul and
(&#39;orrupt dribs of party coinpgnsation and who would lmve <leeine<.l
the1n.~:cl\&#39;cs favored with the ofiiil. .-

I opposed it bccaixse it saddles you and me upon en.-2&#39;;,&#39; primziph-. of
Iuttional and international law with the llc:l\�)&#39; Static 1l(&#39;,-ht of near fill)�
million.~&#39;, little or no portion of which was contracted for the benefit of
North Western Virginia, and which under existing (5l1&#39;(:uII1.s�i:lll(o&#39;(�S we
cannot avoid except by base repudiation; and of which, if a con;~�titu�
tional mode of proceeding had been adopted we need� not have assu111e¢,l
any share, or only such share as jl1>&#39;ticcu1ul equity would ll:!\&#39;L!(li(3t1ll&#39;;(8(l.

And because this State debt so Iilzule. your own was in iny �rm belief�
1 i a cause in iiiilucing this \&#39;ei&#39;v.c,ourse of conllucciu the o2&#39;gm1�i7.iI1;,; of
i this State in the West. in order to saddle you with this intoler.-ible debt,
seas� secure to its mortgagefon the young, {_&#39;,l&#39;()\\Tlll,&#39;_&#39;f,iztl�:tl p1°c:spei&#39;<)u.~_&#39; portion
of the State,-�--the Wall Street bondholders kn¢;m&#39;ing that Old Virginia.
harrassed by war and exhausted in her resources could not meet the res-

I ponsibility, and this because I believe that �an agent of these Wall
Street bondholders was during the sittings of the Convention in lVheel-
ing promoting this scheme for this. and other purposes and -with the
countenance and supportof the Administration whose con�dential com-
municationshe bore, and who, upon his arrest in Western Virginia, was

functionary at lVashington.They ask me to subscribe to such perjury and treason as the following: .
�I swear that I will uphold and defend the Government. of Virginia as ,VlIl(llC8.i(?(,l

and restored the Convention �which assembled at Wheeling on the 11th of June,186l,�,snd the same as interpreted by its Governor on the 4th of July,&#39;in the lawlessand unconstitutional arrest of our citizens by his foreign and insolent soldiery! I
swear to susttain pits, outrages on constitutional law! I swear to enforce its lawless
jurisdictions as promulgated by its Revolutionary (�oun;&#39;:il; from Tits Governor on the
streets, telling foreign soldiers to seize persons on the streets for no offence known tothe laws of the land other than the police regulations of Wheeling. To submerge the
civil law in military misrule, and deny the writ of Haunas Conpcs, or consent to its

to enforce the Government of Virginia, �as vindicated� by aConvention formed, as thiswas, by delegates without a consrituendy; ruled, as it wasby the consultation of Corlilc and the Abolitionist, Underwood; and never submitted "
I sivear to:_ [uphold such�: vindigition and restoration of honest, frank, manly (ild Virginia!

, public had become

_I who have been ly elected under the Constitution duly framed by the whole peo-ple, in their sovereign and honest integrity, and have sworn to support that Constitu-tidn, and to be faithful and true to the Commonwealth under that Constitution until itis legally modi�ed; shall I or any honest»-liearted man forswear that oath by talging anoath which, day after dly and occasion after occasion, requires the ocknowledgmentofacts, which violate the first oath? &#39;I would, if I could, spare others-�I cannot sparemyself; nor will I countenance this usurpation. »
I refusgto touch the taint and grime �of this test-oath, also, because

the oligarchy at Wheeling is, in the main,� composed of the drippings and
leavings of that old party, to whose Avery heart the o�ices of the re~

a corrupt, a degrading and a constant desire in theirlife pursuitéof them through all� forms oféparty and all changes of nameE and all bargains and corruptions in the combinations of disappointed and
 greedy place hunters to that last act of infamy and disloyalty to integ-

I



rity and worth, the trade and sale of body and soul to abolitionism and
the introduction of negro equality on the soil of Virginia, that this is so
and that the usurped, lawless and unconstitutional rule at Wheeling
was the suggestion of northern venality, northern fanaticism, northern
policy and northern avarice I verily believe and for the reasons given
and for others; the argument upon which it is based is the fallacious and

* inconsequential production of the Major Dalgetty of Massachusetts poli-
ties the mauwho has ever had an argument and a coat for that presi-
dential candidate who was most likely to succeed.

Because the money of the North has been tendered to these men and
� the the Minnie musketsof Massachusetts have been received at Wheel-

in .9 �
%3ecause I know that� the plan suggested by Hoadly, of Massachu-

setts, endorsed by Sumner, of the Senate, and placed in the hands of
. Postmaster-General Blair, was forwarded to Wheeling to a well-known

&#39; agent of the Government, and has constituted the staple of the argu-
~ &#39; X ment on which these most wrongful proceedings have. been institu_t_ed
  and consummated, �in the violation of constitutions, in the overthrow ofI well-eslesttled forms, 31 proceeding, and in the initiation of .despotic

&#39; A And  thenan who now exercised the Executive power of this usurped govern-
their last Wheeling Convention, ��that slavery will be crushed

 &#39; is.� and the language and tame and the manner bespoke, to my judg-
_p _. �ggt,   i V �  of the foregone  at those who had undertaken the job.
�     things, men, of Western Vi)� W &#39; &#39;a, ma , perhaps, have our*  i  it concurrence; ,�but believe, a has fty-�ve ears of grac-

 ,  ice,  �., lfnowl  fidehnman heart and than affairs,
E W W »while*..  you t  a fearful day in the future

    ancient� , � M tofpfoeeeding, and to the love of
3 A   ,éryr�Kkh�,;g1&#39;ows,�<o1it of i  to law and to that obedience.  g   rega xi.  pconscience and public inter.;    �Eli  Van� W&#39;u1ld§.7,i&#39;a�ys,, on the Constitutional inte-I &#39;~.".I�.-J 0"�
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f  asit yore, of Stephen A. Douglas, as he)

&#39; 90., on lail way home tohie death and funeral,
_  �or�e van-,Land I will holdvthemyaosat the proper

_ Q,  _ p   ; if V bleghow else than because they
,  ._ftho1ivoje ,  eoplab thgoirlax-?.pnrpoaes? And  V a 3 movement-of th Boadly-Sumner
_,    : 4.  9331? &#39;  Son�by this new-{angled despotism organ.-� ,   _ sh!-.�aa%f«pcimafvy organizations f ourforma of gov-

 t      1,   of Qonstitutional Free-
. � p   ether it   meor�, not in doing so, to speak
,&#39; � .,, W   ; &#39; a     Gm W- Tnouvsom
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