1 ol L iy

TR CRRRE———————

STIEIL P, e T —

BT S,

B g -'—‘

P
PAREWELL SERMON
PREAGHED AT

WEST LIBERTY, Va.

Dn the 11th of September, 1814,

BY THE o
P

REV’D JAMES HUGHS, A. Ma

T U — KRR S e

On leaving his Congregations,
Buffalo & Short Creck.

CHARLESTOWN, Va,

PRINTED BY SAMUEL WORKMAXN.

L T

1814,




i E
g
]

peop




e P e s el sy et

A FAREWELL SERMON.

Roit 15, 18, Now the God of hope fill you with el jay
and peace_in bulieving, that you may abound in hope. through
! the power of the Holy Ghost.

' Both christian and natural affection give their approbation
and sanction o a_custom of long standing, for affectionate
friends when about to separate; #0 express a friendly wish for
each other’s welfare, in common briefly expressed by the one
compound word farewell. Never perhaps is this more suitable,
or more properly expected than from a pastor when about to
separate from the people who have been his pastoral.charge.
And I think Ican say that at this opportunity, natural and
christian affection unitedly excite to the performance, with pe-
culiar tenderness and sincerity.

Being now sbout to address you collectively in a publick
‘mapper for the last time, desiring to give you an instructive
and very rich valediction; that I'may not fail to do it ina truly
. christian and seriptural manner, I have chosen to do it by this
: very full and instructive portion of God’s holy word, which will.
£ afford us ample matter for pleasant and profitable parting medi-
tation, - The words appear to be expressive of nearly all thata
spiritual mind could devoutly wish for himself or his best friends.
What ean be more desirable than ‘a well grounded hope of"
feaven hereafter, and some sweet foretastes of that joy and
peace of God with whieh he shall fill the souls of his saints to
all etermity in his immediate presence, And what can we de-
sire or expect hereafter more than tobe filled with the peace
and joy of God, te gwim in the boundless ocean of the joy and
- Jove of God forever.
Our text therefore appears to contain a very great portien in=
deed of the blessedness of the christian both in time and eterni-
: ty: while speaking from it I weuld adopt the prayer of the 8-
ostle in behalf. of you my hearers.
" Theapostlein the preceding verses introduced a quotation from

_ the Prophets shewing the extension of the blessings and joys of

'r the gospel to the Gentile nations, and that in consequence of the

enjoyment of these privileges and the lizht and knowledga they
should obtain respecting the Messiah of God the root of Jesse,
they would be brought to put their trustin him. He takes oc-
casion from hence to etile him the God of hope & under this char-
acter immediately asddresses him, in behalf of the Romans to
whom he writes, who were Gentiles, that Te would fill them
with all joy and peace in believingthat they might abound in-
hope tlrough the power of the Holy Ghoss. _The apostle in.
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% place gives this title to Giod, either to denote that he i3 the
17 Lo wel of our hope, or that he is the enly author of that
~+iis found m true christians, to which they are express-
10 be begotten by the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
SPet 1 3, which raiseth much joy and peace in the
27 4 lvely fawh in Christ, in this he prays they may
- _odinthe 17th verse of the preceeding chapter he had
Cthat it 18 1n this that the kingdom of God consisted,
'\eo0usness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.
~ts0stie pruys that they may have not merely hope but
=y ity abound therein, that they may arrive to a Pleoro-
or Lull assurance of hope, as it isin Heb. 6. 11, such a
3 a?y bs ai anchor tothe goul tokeep it safe and steady
. of storili and tempests, and fill them with swees joy
e in believing even amidat all difficulties. This is to be
‘viiy by the operations or power of the Holy Ghost,
vwer. or ability will not reach it, and therefore who-
¢+ this hope and abounds therein must ascribe all the
©vihe floly Ghost. God is the object, the author and
‘v 0f our hope, if it be a genuine hope that will not fail
fie . eand,
criier treating this subject I design -
usider what provision is made in the gospel to en-
seenui strengthen the true believers hope. :
Bveal something of the peace with Grod which his peo-

&
1LY
“peak of the holy heayenly joy of believers,
tiope is properly the expectation of some desired good
1127 vesl or supposed, and is a comfortable and useful affec-
' thesoul, it greatly mitigates present troubles and is a
“ul exciiement to action and industry.
‘¢ away hope and the soul sinks in despair, there is no
‘ivetoaction left. And althe’ in the concerns of this life,
pe 15 often disappointed, and its pleasures frequently exceed
it of enjoyment, vet begause when we are disappointed of
ww hopeson the one hand, we  still turn them to the other, the
‘nz of action is thus kept alive. i ;
"ie reason why the hopes of men with respect to this world
¢ s0ofien dissppointed, is because they expect that from the
sortd, which either it eannot give at all, or at best does not

“ver thelr expectations, or does notcompensate the pains

- “harges they have been at to obtain it. .

4 nd tha reason why the hopes of the hypocrite perish, is be-
“s2 he hopes for gespel b}es_sing& contrary to the E'Elf' huml-
42 terms of the gospel.  But on neither of these accounts shall

trie believers be disappointed ; not the latter because they ex-
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't the blessings of the gospel on the same terms on'which
/ #¢e propesed—And not the former, because the happiness
-y noype for 18 not only well secured but it far surpasses their

caised hopes. 'This will appear if we consider, 1st. The
.t of the christians hope which is clearly set forth in the

m o.M etk

.‘a:. heathen world had very obdeure dim notions about the fu-
© c.sie, therefore they are represented as heing without hope,
- ¢ 812, having no hope and without God inthe world. Any

] wo

4 = viiviedys which any of them have obtained of thehope which

i uy for them in Heaven, they have heardit in the word of the

fruh of the gospel Col.'1. 5. These glorions things which are
% ob ect of thebelievers hope, were revealed to the church of
.00 betore the gospel was preached ; but they were revealed in
hia oy { and figurative manner as must inevitably have
ttented with much davknes, compared with what it is on-

¢ gospel.  Tience Jesus Christ is sajd to have brought life

“sortality to light by the gospel.  He has therein given

“onter discovery of immortal life and glory, Which are the
“1ecis of the believers hope, than ever was made before.  The
tieeis of the believers hope are not confined within the nayrow

& of this present life, the gospel of Je§l§§ p\,;oposeth morg
ming sdbstances’, an incorruptible erown of life and glory

ichi fadeth nei away, it promiseth a far more exceeding and
gernal weight of glory, with which all the most grievous suffer
ings of ihis life are not worthy to be compared, yea, eye hath not
geen, ear heard nor haveentered into themindto conceivathe things
which God has laid up for those who love him, &e. notwithstand.
ing we have such clear goepel light, it doth not yet fully appear
what we shail be, but we are assured by the gospel of Jesys
Chirist, that when he shall appear we shall be like him. and this
is sufficient ground of hope for the believer. And all thisisnot
far off, it is butto be absent from the hody and present with the
Lord. This 1s the blessed hope'we look for, Titus 2. 13,

9, This hope is saited to sinners, it is founded in the graceof
God, therefore though we have greatly sinned we may hope.
for where sin abounded grace did much more abound, Rom, 5. 20,
and if it be objected, how can God consistently with his justice
extend his grace so bountifully to such sinners? we answer with
theapostle in the 21 verse this grace reigns thro’ righteousness, for

3.  The gospel assures us that Christ has given full satisfie.
tion to the broken law of God for all his faithful ones, so that
as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, go by
the obedience of one shall many be made righteous—and t}a
righteoustiess of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ is man;.
fested, 25 to all thein who believe, being justified frecly by his

#
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ghace through the redemption that is in Christ Jetubathat Be®

might be just and the justifier of him who believeth in Jesus
And God by raising Christ from the dead has given us a most,
sertain evidence that he is completely satisfied with what Christ.
has done and suffered in the room of his people.  The apostle
Peter tells us 1 Pet. 1. 21, that God raised him up from tha
dead and gave him glory, that our faith. and hope might be in
God.—Being justified by his death may we not reasonably hope.
1o be saved by his life, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession

for us, pleading the merit of his obedience unto death. This &

consideration should also silence deepairing thoughts on account
of fresh guilt which, we too often contract, and with this view
it is proposed by the apostle 1 John 2, 1, If any man sin we
have an advocate with the father, Jesus Christ the righteous —

.01 also saith Rom, 5. 8, 9, 10, God commendeth his love to-

ward us, in that while we were yet sinners. Christ died for us,

smuch more then, being now justified by bLis blood we shall be
saved from, wrath through him. Forif, when we were enemiecs
«wa wers recenciled to God by the death of his son; much mors
being reconciled we shall be saved by his lifs. And 8. 32, He
that spared not his own son, but delivered him up for us all, how
<hall he not with him also give us freely all things; who then
chall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect, it is God that
justiﬁeth, who is he that condemneth, &c¢.  What abundang
ground of hope in God does this afford.
1. Wefind in the gospelthat God confirms_the hope of hig.
eople by the gift of the Spirit, which is mot enly to prepare and
%it them for the heavenly blessedrniess ; bot also to geal & con.

“fivm to them their right to their heavenly inheritance, 2 Cor. 5. 5.

‘Now he who hath wrought us for the self same thing is God,

swwho.also hath given unto us theearpest of the Spirit. DBelievers.

ave sealed with the Holy 8pirit of promise, which is the earnest
af their inheritance. It isthe office of the Bpirit to establish
+he hopes of christians, the prayer in the text implies this, that

we may obounddn hope through the powerq the Holy Ghiost..

T'he impression of the holy image of God, which is made upon
helievers by the. Spirit manifestto them, when by his enlight-
ening influence they are enabled to discern it, their adeption into
God's family and theirinterest in his promises. Thus heis said
to bear witness with our spirits that we are the children of God,
if-children then heirs, &c. Rom. 8, 16. Those divine graces
which the Spirit worketh in.men, are as it were, part in hand

of what God has covenanted.ta bestow upon them ; this is the
proper notion of an earnest, and their souls may be hereby as- =

sured that God will bestow the whale upon them in due time,
3. Anather swest and immoveablé support to. the believer's
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Nipe is the Gospel covenant. 2 Sam. 25 5, Hehath niade with-
wne an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure: for

‘this is all my salvation and all my desire.

Indeed, not any of the guilty fallen race of Adem havethe

ipast ground to expect blessings from God by that covenant
which he made with him in innocency ; but the contrary, for it:

‘has been violated, we sre incapable of fulfiliing its conditions

-and under its corse,  But God in his boundlers gootiness has
published in the pospoa coverant of groce, of which his son
Jesus Christ is the suretyand gied;ator, it is ratified in his blood,
which ig therefore styled the bload of the ‘everiasting covenant;
Heb. 13. 20 It is ovdered in all things and eure, it contains alt
the salvation and all the desire of those who lay hold upon it by o
gincere and living faith,  Untoall such God has given exceeding
great and precious promises. it was, indeed, amazing condescen-
‘sion in the great Giod to luy himeelf under such obligations to an
of the children of men ; but seeing he hath gaidit he will do it.
Free grace and goodness disposed him to make those precious
promises to his people. and not onlythe same grace, but also his
‘troth and infinite faithfulness bind him to fultil them. He hath
said that there is no condemnation to thein wio are in Christ
Jesus, and he will see to it that nothing shall ever condemn
them, He will certainly fulfit every article of his gracious
covenant to all such as heartily accept it, his faithfulness can
never fail. Though they find in themselves much matter for hu-
sniliation and sorrow though ell things around them wear a
gloomy aspect, yet they may still hope ; for they have the cov-
‘enant mercy of God to build their expectations upon—ryea, their
hopes are raised upon the boundless everlasting covenant love
of God. Who, saith the apostle, Rom. 8 35, shall separate us
from the love of Christ? shall tribulation ‘or distress, &e. Ho
defies and despises thein all, because neither of them alone, nor
altogether by their united strength can unclzep the arms of
‘divine infinite love in which believers ave safely enfolded.
" Thus we see what ground believers have to abound in hope.
And this is also the foundation of their joy and peace in God.
1 now proceed as proposed
11, 'To speak of the peace with God which his people have.
The word peace is very comprehensive as it is used in the sa.
cred scriptures, it appears to be used to express the enjoyment
of all temporal good things, & also all spiritual mercies, & indeed
peace is_absolutely necessary to the enjoyment of any goad,
swithout it there is no security of possession or enjoyment of any
thing ; the wicked therefore do not truly enjoy any thing, for
here is no peace eaith my God to the wicked. '
Trne bolievers therefore, and they only, havetrve erjoyment,
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while the wicked have no peace mor any foundation ior togs
peace with any thing. God who is the believer's covenant fin 3,
and the God of peace, can make all around his people to b w2
ce with them; he is the God of power and can create pe:ip.
men he gees it best he can make their very enemies to Lo o
peate with them, he can make a lsague with the beasts of ¢
field for them, with the lions, with the miost bintish s1u 2
men. He can shy to the proud wihd and to the waves, e e
be atill and they obey him. [He can give them rest. noi ory
froin the days of adversity, but he can give them rest in adverci-
ty. He saith my people shall dwell in & peaceful hs ittt
and il quiet résting places, _ f
But what is mainly intended by peace in our text is peq. - if
vongciefice, peace in our own breasts; but it will be reccs. ¢
hrere to say something of the foundation of this peace: @
ace of conseience implies reconciliation with Ged ; we oot
g:.ve a sense of peace, till we are broughtinto a siile of pesia,
till the enmity that was between God and the souner s 1oy d

by the blood of Christ, this is the price of pec . the ol ice-
ment of our peace was upon him, he made peace by the b1 -ud of
the cross. Now when a eonvinced trembiing rinner, under a
sense of his guilt, is brought by = living faith to lay hold on the
atonement of Christ, or has veceived his righteousness. which as

lone can avail in point of justification befove God I'hen the sin-
neris abeolved, Le is justified. God is at peace with hin, ti

tlie soul
is brought into a state of peace, and by this there is 2 fuundation
for a sense of peace in the helievers conscience  While Lo was
tinder the guilt of sin whatever peace he lad it wasa false peace ;
for guilt cannot consist with true peace. But now being par-
doned, being justified by faith he has peace with God, peace nro-
¢laimed from Heaven in his conscience, and this buili upon the
peace of reconciliation with God.  Now conscience is us (iod’s
vicegerent in our bireasts and next to God, is our best friend or
worst enemy. It ought, and will, if ri htly inferined. geouit
andapprove those who are scquitted and approved by Ced in
Lis word, et vice versa.

How distressing is it to have a guilty conscience within de-
claring against us, thou art tle very man, against whoi all the
curses of God's broken law are denounced, and a stupid srared
conscience is worse, because more dangerous. =

But how happy they, on the other hand, who upon Justand
solid ground, enjoy peace of conseience? How happy and joyful
must the man feel whose conscience just before was denouncin
wrath anid condemnation against him; now unitedly with the
declaration of the gospel tells him, & thee O my soul there is now
00 condemnation. O what a test is this aith the soul, which ¥

T —
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gmventered into I They who believe do enterinto rest. Thegosri
Joronounceth him justified who believe in Jesus, Godis raiiciid
gully, with the righteousness of Christ, which e by faith hasae-
. ceived, and that which satisfies the justice of God, must paci’y
the conscience, and it must speak peace to the soul.
While christians afe in this impoﬂ’& state, they often defie
themselves ; sin too frequently prevails over them by vlhich
they will be disquieted, but they may at all times have reconiso
“to the laver of Christ’s blood ; whieh cleanseth from all sin, end
de hate an advocate with the father Jesus Chirist the righteous.
Hereby is this blessed peace of soul te be maintained ; for when
this peace speaking blood of sprinkling, is applied tothe e
soul, guilt is removed, and by the intercession of Chuist, ib
soul is relieved from trouble, has rest from the heavy charges of
conscience. Nor is humiliation, and godly sorrew fot sinjia-
consistent with joyful peace ; nay this irue peace of conscierce
is not tobe expected without some degree of sincere godly car-
‘row, according lo the gospel covenant. = Repentance and re-
anission are herein connected. 'This is the langusge o’ the

&

- New Testament. Repent that your sins mey be blotted bt

Acts 3, 10, Thevefore if we would be filled with peace of soil
in helieving if we would desire. a blessed peaceful gense of ii:
pardon of our guilt; wemust exercise an unfeigned sorrow sor
sin towards God, as well as faith in Christ Jesus.
, There is no word of peace in the gospel to those who persist
i acourse of wilful sin, and impenilenee: tho it gives the
greatest encouragement to those who are truly humbled uncer
a genge of their sins, and many imperfections, and who ave ex
ercising themselves to_keep a conseience void of offence toward
God and man.. These, and only these, are the persons whose
hearts shall be placid, and their souls shall dwell at ease,
to them God will speak peace, Psalm €5. 8.
Notwithstanding, therefore, that the world be in tumult
“and commotion—that hell burn with malice against the he-
dieving people of God, and earth rage with fury and cast out
their threats, so as to give them tribulation in the world, yet
in Christ Jesus they have peace. When the men of the
world censure and condemn, and devils accuse, the believer
aays with the Psalmist, T will hearken to hear what God
ny Lord will speak. and to.his saints God will speak peace.
Then let the devil speak wrath. and the sons of contention
atter their fary, as long as God speaks peace, 1 will not be
dismayed or moved. while this is the ¢ase I will livein peace
and die in peace. O how precious is this peace! how.desirzble
the enjoyment thereof in life, and in death’ O “what obliga-
tions are we under to Jesus Christ, who came into the world




5
i
J,
i

CEte 1

% gpen the way :ibw theproclamntinﬁ,{é‘ Pedee o e_ma #§

good will to men.”

o T

HL I would now say something of the, holy spiritual jop
of Godsipeople. But who gan justly represent that which :
is unuyegf:l';le, it is & something whieh even surpasses the

pleasures of the peace we have been atterhptingto describe. It
is produced in the shedding abroad of the love of God in the
heart, by the Holy Ghost,avhich is given unto us, it is so great
that there is no epithet van suitably express it, or point out
its wweetness ; the apostle Pet. 1. 8, saith, it is a joy unispeakable
and full of glovy.  There is the very taste of Heaven in it,
and there is but a gradual difference between it, and the joy
of angels and saints above, no joys are superior to the joy

of the Holy Ghost. All believers do not immediately attain
to it; but one time or other, God usually gives them a taste
of it, and when he does, they have a heaven on earth. When
the Holy Spirit sheds forth the love of God into the believers
heart, it immediately streams. and overflows with joy.
Which will appear if we consider the matter, It is the sight
of God’s countenance, viewing him who is unseen, * In whom
though now ye see him not, yet believing ye rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory,” though net seen by an eye
of sense, he is viewed by faith, and beholding his face as in
a2 glass, they are transformed into the same image. And when
these discoveries are made unto the believing soul, it is not
only enabled to liave a pleasing view of the transcendent ex-
cellencies of these spiritual cbjects, but to see its interest in
them also, and to say this is my Jesus, my inheritance, this is
glory prepared for me. The Spirit beareth witness with my
spirit, that I am born of God, and if a child of God, then an
heir, joint heir with Christ. O my soul rejoiceth in God my
saviour, Luke I. 47 ~Without an interest therein and some
evidence of it, a sight of Heaven itself, cannot produce sueh
joy. Dives had a sight of Heaven, but it was a dismal sight
to_him, for want of an interest therein; the wicked shall see it,
yet weep and wail, and gnash their teeth, for want of an in-
terest therein, Luke 13 28. Dut an interest sealed by the
Spirit, gives joy unsueakable. O how sweet this joy to a
poor mourning heliever, one who has been long under the
hidings of Gods {ace! When the joys of God's salvation,

and the light of his coutitenance are restored, how far surpass-

ing the cheerful light of the morning; after a dark, dismal
night. It is the day star arising in their hearts, the sun shine
of heavenly glory beaming en their souls. A little of this joy
poured into the soul, quickly strengthens and prepares it to do
or to suffer the wilk of Ged. The believer has mow a sweet
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liberty of soul, he can now pray with enlargement, hear with
“womfort, and meditate with pleasure. In the exercise of this
“Joy thousands have gone singing to the stake. What is all sen-
5 _;sﬁggl:foyrwhenacompared with this?
The joys of the sensualist, are brutish and criminal—the
“jovs of the hypoorite are deiusory and vanizhing, ~ But the joys
" of the Holy Ghost are solid, ratiopal, and unspeakably sweet,

and'they lead to the overflowing fulness of everlasting joys,

to rivers of pleasure at God’s might hand forever and ever

It is indeed, butat some special seasons, that any arrive to
“guch strong »nd pleasant foretastes of the joys of heaven: these
are cordial refréshmentsreserved for some peculiar o casions, nor
do all believers ever at ain to the same degrees of this holy joy in
God.—God acts as a sovereign here, and as he sees meet, com-
municates, or witholds as veeasion requires—however this be
we may-sny in the general, that while christians sncerely walk
swith God in all his ordinances, and carefully avoid whatever is
grieving to his Holy Spirit, he usually dispenses to them so
much of these joydus comforts, as toshew them, that there is
no pleasure in this world; as is sufficient to encourage and
strengthen them to hold on their way and at seasons 8o sheds
abroad his love in their hearts, as that they glory in tribula-
tions, and rejoice in hope of the gloryof God, Rom 5 3—35.

I have thus given you some view of what appears to be con-
tained in the text, and do you not see from what has been said,
that its contents ave very rich, and that I would geek much for
you, in praying that the God of hope would fill you with all joy
and peacein believing, that ye may abound in hope through the
power of the Holy Ghost How happifying would the fulfil-
ment thereof be to your souls!

And now my friends, when we are about to part, let me
once more call upen you all to examine yourselves, whether
you are interested in the privileges and blessedness, of which I
have been speaking, whetheror not you have been the subjects
0%, orhave such evidence of a work of graece in your hearts, as
will justify you in concluding, that the joys, the peace, and hope
of the christian belong to.you This is a matter of importance
+o decide on, and you are my witnesses that in the course of my
ministry among you now more than twenty-five years, T havesel-
dom entered this sacred place, and left it, without calling your at-
tention to this great concern. Considering the importance of the
matter, and the deceitfulness of our hearts, 1 have been the
more urgent upon this point, and I wonld yet say, take heed
that none of you be deceived. Having repeatedly and plainly
pointed out to you the digtinguishing characteristics of true
¢hrietians, and endeavored with plainness and faithfuluess to

L3
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direct and warn you; if any of you shall at last be
wantihg, and be shat eut from the blessedness, of the.
and have to pevish forever, I trust I shall be free f{roms
biood: Bat wishing not only my own, but also your safety
happiness, I therefore again warn you to be careful, yea, giv
sil diligénce to make your calling and election sure. e

I would now give a parting address to some distinct char-
acters, lst. To the dear children of God, thetrue friends of
Christ Jesus, who: having believed on his name, are interested
in the joy, the peace, and hope, of thesonsof God. To such
of you [ say farewell: and it shall be well with yed indeed;
for the God of hope, joy and peace, is your God, and will be *
your God forever, he will guide you through all the scenes of
this life, and then tecsive you to glory. O what ground of
hope, - of joy and comfort have you, even amidst the afificting
trials which you experience ? Realize what animmense in-
heritance Jesns Christ has purchased for you by 'his precious
blood, and which by the grace of God is bestowed upon you, by
an unalienable title —~All things are yours, whether Paul, or
Apolios, or Cephas, all the ministers of Christ, and all their

" wvarious gifts, ave for your service ; and if you are deprived of <

one of them, God will provide you another, or in some way
maks up the loss, By various discougaging appearances and
circumstances, the way of my continuance among you has ap:
peared for a length of time to be shutting up, & as far as [ am ena.
ted to judge of the leadings of Providence, I believe I am di-
rected elsewhere, even to the borders of the'wilderness, and to
~ the heathen Indian tribes, to whom I have long had a desire, even
before Lentered intothe ministry, to dispense the gospel, and
make known the unsearchable riches of Christ. May I not
hope that your prayers will attend me thither. Heretofore I
believe that amidst the discouragements, the trials and fatigues
of my ministry, I have been helped by your prayers, and that
any comiort, or the success [ may have had among yeu is much
in consequence of your prayers. 1 will therefore ask and hoge
ior the continuance of them wherever I go, while we remain in

2 place of prayer—till we arrive at that happy place, whers &

#il tive faithfal praying people, andifaithful ministers; the sows
ora and reapers shall meet and rejoice together.

The bonds of christian affection are sweet and endearing.
And:f there are any among you, whom I might consider as my -
spiritual children, any to whom I have been instrumental in
:vmnin;g your soulsito Chri,st,_ in impx:nving youin di‘fine know-
ledoe, infeeding and comforting, or in any way helping on the
wi/ to mouat Zion above ; this makesthe bonds of affection still
ewcetor.and stronger, while it lays both you and me under

i . . 5L
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¢réat obligations to be thankful to the God of grace for sich
sisplays of his goodness, & to aseribe all the glory to him alone.
It is with the fond endearment, and tender anxiety of & {atherly

heart, 1 leave you; praying that God, who is the God and father -

of usall, may ever have you in his holy, fatherly keeping and
that Jesus Christ may preserve you to his heavenly king
dom-~farewell. i

o
Poor impenitent sinners, fare—but ah? T cannot say farewsl],
or say joy and peace to you, while my God and master says,
and it stands in his sacred record, thereis no peace to the wicked.
To sayﬁace to you in your present state, would be, bt to
heal you %rt slightly, and flatter you to your ruin; for wha'
can bless whom 'God hath not blessed! Your consciences will
bear me witness, that in my ministrations to you., I have given
you faithful warning,and have not shonned to declare to You
the whole counsel of Giod, and have not kept back any thing,

~ that was likely to be prufitable to you. - And now the voice

with which.I have so often endeavoured to sound an alarm

* Yourears, and which has been in some measure a disturber of

Yyourearnal peace, you now probably hear for the last time. Oh
remnember the many warnings and invitations, I have given yoa
in the name of the Lord. and improve them 5o that they may
not riseup in judgement aghinst you in. thot solemn day when

we must all meet before the judzement seat of Christ, And |

before you ave beyond the reach of my voice. lot me once more
at this last opportunity, warn you to fty from the wrath to
come, and come to Christ; come and take hold on the hope set:
before us in the gospel, that you may taste of the sweet joy and
peace of believing O come while yet the doorof merey is
open, and be reconciled to God, and he will fill you with jov
and peace in believing. and you will then have good hope thro’
grace; then I can freely and will heartily bid you farewell. = -
Parents and heads of families let me at parting ‘exhort you to
a faithful discharge of the duties inenmbent upon youn, be faithfi
to your offzpring, the immortal souls committed to your care, in~
stract them and pray for them, and with them. O let not your
houses be prayerless. nor any of your families any longer con-
tinue among the families who eall'not on the name of the Lord,
and remain exposed to the fury of God. - Devole yourselves
and your familics all to Gad, and live to him that when the fa-
m v of Gedare all collecied home, you and yours may ail be

rumberid with them, and veceived to dwell with God and all

the ranssymed in that house, not made with hands which is etep-
nat in the Heavens,—

To the you'h and children T would addiess a few words.

Dear young friends let mo exhort vouin the word: of thn wier,

and inspired So'omon, Prov. 8, Remember now thy creatorin
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2 _the days of yotth, often think of the Giod who made you, thi
; _ what a holy righteous Grod he is, how hateful sin is to him, and
Jet these thoughts excite you to fly from the paths of vice, shun
youthful vanities which are ensnaring. Seek the Lord, who
has promised that they who seek him early shall find him, Te-
2 _member that 48 you are sinners yon must perish with an awfal
i_— ' destpuction without Christ, and an interest in his salvation, pray
t0 him, that your sins may be washed away through his blood,
that you may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. fiited to serve
> Godinthe world. and prepared for eternal life bereafter. 8uch
of you as have been dedieated to the Lord in baptism, remem-
ber, that you are bound to live to him, manifest that it is your
choice 80 to do, by coming with preparation of heart and de-
vote yourselves angw to Grod at the sacred table of the Lord,and
be not ashamed ttﬁ’ivn yourselves openly to the Lord and to his
peopla ; nothing is so amiabie in youth, nothing so honorable,
3 as to be devoted to God, practising true religion in their lives—
v And however some who are vainand unwise might deride you .
on this account ; you will be esteemed by God,andallwhoare =
wise and good, by all whose esteem is worth having, and you
will find this is the way to have comfort and true happiness in .
this world, and the comforting hope of glory and endless felicity x
y _ intheworld tocome. And let not such as have not been bap-
i tized stand back, and neglect. religion, ‘or think that on that ac-
count they will be excusable in so doing, tho? your parents have
been so unmindful of you and neglectful of their. duty, come
yonrselves, and embrace religion, and secure your own hdppi-
ness, devote yourselves to God, and then tho’ parents should be
unmindful of you, and neglect theit daty to you, yea if they
should even forsake you, the Lord will take you up,andbe
your father and your Grod, and he will never leave you nor
forsake yon Letthe youth all abstain from feolicking parties,
and amusements as pernicious evils ; however some may plead
their innogency or harmlessness, as I have heretofore warned !
you against them, so now, I now leave you my parting testimony
against such things, as they are ensnaring and of” pernicious and
ruining tendency to your souls. Chéldren obey your parents in
the Lord, this is right.  Dear children let me repeaiin your
hearing once more _the endearing words of the blessed Jesus,
‘Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid them not for
of such is the kingdom of Heaven. What tender concern did o
Jesus manifest for little ehildren; he is is still the same un- ‘
changeably, then come into his arms ye little lambs of the flock 3=
he is the good shepherd, he will eherish you—he laid down his
{fa for the flocke he will take care of you, commit yourselves to
“his Almighty bhand, and there you willbe safe. Now deax




2w

children would leave you in God’s care, and when patiing.
with you, I entreat you daily to prayto Guod, seek theé grace
and salvation of Christ, and often think of that great day when
you must appear before the judgement seat of Christ, and there,
meet your minister who gives you this his last advice, farewell.
Let me again turn to the dear children of God, the first and
last in my esteem and affections ; tho’ bound to you by the in-
disssoluble ties of christian affection, I must leave you, but God
will never leave you; and I leave you with the comforting pros-
pect-that we wil s0on meet again, soon, eventho’ never in this
world, it will not be long till we shall meet, O where! The
hope which we trust is inspired by the Holy Spirit says, in our
Father’s house above, our eternal home, there however, after

. we shall have passed a few more of the trials and varieus viciss
. gitudes of this life, we shall meet to part 1no more, to sinand

sorrow no more, then all but holy love, joy and unspeakable
delight will be doneaway. O the glories and the blessedness of
that place, thither let us press —And finally dear brethren &
sisters farewell, be perfect; be of good comfort, be of one mind;
live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with
you. And may now the God of hope Jill you with all joy and
peare in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the.
pewer of the Holy Ghost~—~AMER.

i o0 QO 5 WAV e
$ ot
A parting hymn prepared for the occasioy.

1. O happy place divine abode
Where christians meet to worship God
To pray and praise and hear his word
The holy temple of the Lord.

2. Within this house we’ve oft appear’d
And here the word of God have heard
Our voices jon’'d in solemn lays
In off'ring up our prayer and praise.

3. Here too, and near this solemn place
Thy saints have met a God of grace,
And sitting round the sacred board
Held sweet commmunion with our Lord.



L35 *SLorMhevag leave this sacred li‘nmé-,
"o which we have so often come,” -

. Who each to each were sp belovid,

9, And may thy

&. W ti‘laﬁpyiﬁeuqhs wgrﬁa:v'b seby
When we assembled here have been,
When God his presence did afford;

- And power and grace attend his word

5. Now let our voices join to raise -
A cheerful song of gratetul praise,
To God ascribe the praises due
Who is most holy kind and true.

When we must from each other part
Thy presence grant in every heart,

7. The pastor from the flock remov’d

In body parted, not in mind : L5 %
Wehope in glory to be join’d. :

. 8. Go with the pastor gracious Lord,
And belp him still to preach thy word
In every wild and every place

W here thou may st grant to him a place.

v thy Spirit stilt abide
Witk those who yet may here récide,

G ood shepherd still this flock de'fend".
And feed and love them to the end, ]

_10. O God of hope when now we park
Till every mourning troubled heart, gy
T'ill them with joy and peace and love™
n hope we'll meet erelong above.

11. O happy glorious meeting place
Ve there shall see our savionr’s face,

~ His glorious beauties there admire ;
“And sing his praise and never tire.
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12, We there shall meet to part no miore
TBut blessed e forevermore,

ternally with Christ to dwell;

Nor, friends in Jesus all farewell.




