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PREFATORY NOTE

The Virginia Debt Commission on the part of West
Virginia, created by a joint resolution of the Legislature
adopted on the 21st day of February, 1913, was ap-
pointed by Governor Hat�eld shortly after his inaugura-
tion. Some of tl1e appointees declined to serve and
there Was necessarily a little delay before the vacancies
could be �lled. The Commission met and organized on
the 10th day of June. At. that meeting it Was found
necessary to order the reprinting of certain record in-
formation for the use of the members of the Commission,
members �bf the legislature, and for general distribution
throughout the State. At the time of the publication of
the Master�s report but a limited number of copies Were
furnished counsel for V/Vest Virginia and enough could
not be had to supply even the members of the Com-
mission. The same was true as to the court�s opinions
of March 6th and October� 30th, 1911. VVhile the briefs
on �nal hearing of counsel for West Virginia Were
printed and liberally distributed as of that time, the
briefs of counsel for Virginia were furnished. only in
suf�cient quantity to supply opposing counsel. These
facts led to the compilation and printing, for the use
of the Commission and members of the legislature, and
for general distribution, of What is known as the �Debt
Suit Book�; a volume of over 800 pages, which contains
the joint resolution of the Legislature of Wlest Virginia
creating the Virginia Debt Commission, the opinions of
the Supreme Court of the United States, the briefs on
�nal hearing of counsel for the complainant and defend-
ant and the report of Special Master Charles E. Little-
�eld. Nearly eight Weeks Were required in which to do
this Work, and the W&#39;est Virginia Commission had to
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await its completion before it could undertake to in-
-telligently perform the services required of it by the
Legislature.

At the conclusion of the organization meeting of the
Commission an adjournment was had until July 22nd
and when the Commission met on that day the record
information above referred to was still in the hands of
the printer and not completed. Between the dates of
the �rst and seco11d meetings correspondence was had
between the Chairman of the West Virginia Commission
and the Chairman of the Virginia Commission which
resulted in an agreement that the commissions of the
two States should meet. in joint conference at Washing-
ton, D. C., on July 25th, 1913, the Chairman of the West
Virginia Commission anticipating that the r;e�printed
record information would be in the hands of the members
a sufficient time before that date to enable them to
familiarize themselves, in a measure, with the case and
to derive some bene�t from the publication by way of
suggestion and otherwise.

When the commission met at Charleston on the 22nd
of July, some of the members insisted upon the cancel-
lation of the Washington engagement because the Com-
mission�owing to the /non-completion of the printed
reco1&#39;d��had not suf�cient opportunity to acquaint itself
with the case. It was �nally decided, however, that it
would be inexpedient to cancel the engagement, and that
the [West Virginia Commission should go to Washing
ton and meet the Virginia 7on1mission on July 25th,
where a preliminary discussion and exchange of views
could be had even if the meeting should result in nothing
else. Accordingly, the VVest Virginia Commission went
to Washington and met the �Virginia Commission on the
25th of July. At the opening of the joint conference
the Chairman of the Virginia Commission submitted a
resolution adopted 1))� that body, which stated that it
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was the sense of the Virginia Commission that in the
conference to be held the subject for consideration and
adjustment, as indicated by the court in its decision in
the case, Was the amount of interest West Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the court to be
West Virginia�s share of the principal debt, namely
$7,182,507.46. Replying to this resolution the West Vir-
ginia Commission said that in its judgment the interest,
if any, which should be paid to the State of Virginia,
as set forth in the Virginia resolution, was not the only
question to be considered, as the Supreme Court of the
United States in its opinion of March 6, 1911, had indi-
cated by the use of the following language:

�VVe have given our decision with respect to
the basis of liability and the share of the princi-
pal of the debt of �Virginia that West Virginia
assumed. In any event, before We could put our
judgment in the form of a �nal decree there would
be �gures to be agreed upon or to be ascertained
by reference to a Master. Among other things
there still remains the question of interest and
Whether any interest is due, and if du-e from What
time it should be allo_Wed and at what rate it
should be computed, are matters as to which there
is a serious controversy in the record and concern-
ing which there is room for a wide divergence
of opinion. There are many elements to be taken.
into account on one side and on the other. The
circumstances of the asserted default and the con-
ditions surrounding the failure earlier to procure
a determination of the principal sum payable, in-
cluding the question of laches as to either party,
would require to be considered. A long time has
elapsed. Wherever the responsibility for the
delay might ultimately be placed, or however it
may be shared, it Would be a severe result to capi-
talize charges for half a century��such a thing
hardly could happen in a private case analagous
to this. Statutes of limitation, if nothing else,
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would be likely to interpose a bar. As this is no
ordinary commercial suit, but, as we have said, at
quasi-international difference referred to this�
court in reliance upon the honor and constitutional
obligations of the States concerned rather than
upon ordinary remedies, we think it best at this
stage to go no farther, but to await the effect of
a conference between the parties, which, whatever
the outcome, must take place.�

The conference at Washington was dissolved on July
26th. No propositions were exchanged and no agree-
ment was had. The Commission adjourned to meet
again in the City of l/Vashington on August 12th, 1913.

- A week or more subsequent to this adjournment and at
the Very earliest practicable moment, advance copies of
the printed record were sent to members of the VVest
Virginia Commission and it was so voluminous in its
character, and the consideration of it was of �such great
importance, that some of the members advised the Chair-
man that it woud be impossible for them to go through
and properly digest the record before August 12th, and
suggested that the joint meeting set for that date be
called off and the time of meeting extended to a date
in the then near future. The Chairman of the West

Virginia Commission complied with this suggestion in
a telegram to the Chairman of the Virginia Commis-
sion dated August 9th, 1913, andalso called a special
meeting of the &#39;West Virginia Commission at Charles-
ton on August 11th. At that meeting a sub-committee
of three was appointed �to cooperate with the Attorney
General and Associate Counsel in the case in drawing
up the necessary data and statistics as basis of the propo-
sition to be made to the Virginia Commission.� This
sub�committee met on the same day and the day follow-
ing, discussed various questions that came before it,
agreed upon investigations to be made, and �nally ad-
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journed to met on the 18th day of September. At the
meeting held on the latter date it was decided that before
the subcommittee could make a report it would be
necessary to have certain data and information not con-
tained in the present r-ecord, the obtaining of which�
would require further investigation by skilled account-
ants. The Board of Public Works offered to secure
such data and information upon which a proposition of
settlement might be predicated and the sub-committee
expressed its desire to receive the same. Owing to the
time that would necessarily be required in the securing
of this data and information, the sub�committee adopted
a resolution setting forth the facts, and forwarded a
copy of the same to the Hon. John W. Mason, Chairman
of the Comission, at Fairmont, enclosing also a draft
of a letter to the Chairman of the �Virginia Commission
for Mr. Mason to sign and mail, explanatory of the delay
that would necessarily be had and stating that it would
probably be three or four months before a proposition
could be put in �nal and intelligent form by the West
Virginia Commission. This letter was signed by Mr.
Mason and forwarded on the 22nd day of September
to Mr. Moon, Chairman of the Virginia Commission, at
Charlottesville. On the very same day, the Attorney
General of Virginia �led a notice in the Supreme Court
of the United States that on Monday the 13th day of
October, 1913, he would �move the court to proceed
with a further hearing and determination of the case
and to settle and determine all questions left op-en and
undetermined by the decision of the 6th of March, 1911�.
The case was submitted on October 13th, and this pub-
lication contains the complete record therein, as well
as the opinion of the court rendered on the 10th day
of November, 1913. .

The proceedings of the two commissions in joint con-
ference appear as �Exhibit A� with the response of the
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defendant, and the proceedings of the VVest Virginia
~ Commission and its sub-committee to date, as �Exhibit

B.�

With a View of giving �the utmost publicity to all the,
�facts in relation to the pending suit,� this booklet is

compiled and printed. 
     
     A. A. LILLY,

Charleston, Nov. 25, 1913. Attorney Geneml.



NOTICE OF COMPLAINANT

RICHMOND, VA., September 22, 1913.

To the HONORABLE A. A. LILLY,

Attomey G6&#39;7Z(30"(tl of W/&#39;63:? Virgimai,

Charleston, VVest Virginia,

Please take notice that in the suit of tlie Common-
wealth of Vz7rgz&#39;m&#39;cr, V. The State of l7�Vest Virgima, No. 2
Original, pending in the Supreme Court of the United
States at I/Vashington, D. 0., I shall on Monday, the 13th
day of October, 1913, move the said court to proceed with
a further hearing and determination of said case, and to
settle and determine all questions left open and unde-
termined by its decision rendered on the 6th day of
March, 1911, and will base said motion on the record of
the case and the facts stated in the Within statement in
Writing, and exhibits �led therewith. &#39;

Respectfully,
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,

By SAMUEL VV. IVILLIAMS,

Attorney Genemil of Virgimcv.





IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

No. 2. Original. October Term. 1913.

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,

vs.

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA.

In Equity.

MOTION on THE COMPLAINANT.

T0 the Honorable Chief Justice and Associate Justices

of the Supreme Court of the United States:

The Commonwealth of Virginia, through Samuel W.
Williams, her Attorney General, respectfully shows to
the court:

1. That in the opinion of this court, delivered on
March 6, 1911, by Mr. Justice Holmes, having ascertain-
ed the amount of $7,182,507.46 to be West Virginia�s
share of the principal debt, said:
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�We think it best at this stage to go no further,
but to await the effect of a conference between
the parties, which, whatever the outcome, must
take place.� �

2. That on February 21st, 1913, the legislature of
VVest Virginia, sitting in regular session, adopted a joint
resolution, in words and �gures as follows, viz.:

�CONFERENCE CoMMiTTEE�s SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE SUB-
STITUTE EOE SENATE JOINT REsoLUTIoN No. 5.

(Adopted February 21, 1913.)

�Creating a commission, known as the Virginia debt
commission, provide for arranging and settling with the
Commonwealth of Virginia the proper proportion of the �
public debt of the original Commonwealth of Virginia, if
any should be borne by West Virginia, to take into con-
sideration all matters arising between the Common-
wealth of Virginia. and the State of VVest Virginia in
reference to said original public debt, and to report its
proceedings to the governor of the State.

�WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia insti-
tuted a suit in the Supreme Court of the United States
against the State of West Virginia, to have the State
of West Virginia�s proportion of the public debt of Vir-
ginia as it stood before one thousand eight hundred and
siXty�one, ascertained and satis�ed; and,

�VVHEBEAs, at the October term, one thousand nine
hundred and ten, the Supreme Court of the United States
made a �nding that the share of the principal debt, of the
original Commonwealth �of Virginia to be borne by the
State of West Virginia, was seven million one hundred
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and eighty�two thousand six hundred and seven dollars.
and forty�siX cents; and,

� �VVHEREAS, said court did not fully and �nally decide i
the question involved, but suggested that such proceed-
ings and negotiations should be had between the States
upon all the questions involved in said litigation, as might
lead to a settlement of the same; therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of West Virginia, the House of
Delegates eoneuwmg therein:

�That a commission of eleven members, known as
the Virginia debt commission, is hereby created. The
members of said commission shall be appointed by the
governor, two of whom shall be chosen from each con-
gressional district of the State, and one at large, not
more than six of whom shall belong to any one political
party, and all resignations or vacancies in the said com-
mission as they occur shall be �lled by the appointment�
of the governor.

�Said commission is authorized and directed to

negotiate with the Commonwealth of Virginia, or with
any person or committee owning or holding any part of
the said indebtedness for a settlement of West Virginia�s
proportion of the debt of the original Commonwealth of
Virginia proper, to be borne by the State of VVest Vir-
ginia.

� The commission is hereby directed to ascertain and
report upon and give the utmost publicity to all the facts
in relation to the pending suit instituted against the
State of "West Virginia by the Commonwealth of Virginia
and to ascertain and report upon and give like publicity
of all of the facts and conditions under which the West

Virginia certi�cates are held or owned, together with the
names and residences of the persons having the legal or
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equitable right to receive from West Virginia whatever
may be ascertained to be payable thereon.

�To ascertain and report as to any part of the Vir-
ginia debt claimed against the State of West Virginia,
which is owned or held or claimed to be due, at law or in
-equity, by the Commonwealth of Virginia in her own
right; and having made the investigation required here-
by, said commission is authorized and directed to negoti-
ate with the Commonwealth of Virginia for a settlement
-of VVest Virginia�s proportion of the debt of the original
�Commonwealth of �Virginia proper, to be borne by the
�State of West Virginia.

�A majority of said commission shall have authority
to act. The commission shall choose its chairman and
appoint its secretary and other necessary of�cers.

�The expense properly incurred by the commission
and its individual members, including compensation of
said members at the rate of ten dollars per day for the I
time actually employed, shall be paid by the State out of
the moneys appropriated for said purpose.

�The commission shall make a report to the gover-
nor as soon as practicable, and upon receipt of said re�
port the governor shall convene the legislature for the
consideration of the same.

�The commission is hereby authorized to sit within
or without the State and to send for papers and records
and to examine witnesses under oath.�

3. That pursuant to said joint resolution, the gov-
ernor of VVest Virginia did appoint the eleven members
of the debt commission therein provided for, and that on
a later day the Honorable John VV. Mason, of Fair-
mont, West Virginia, was chosen as the chairman of such
commission. That after correspondence between Grover-
nor Hat�eld, of VVest Virginia, and Governor Mann, of
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Virginia, �led herewith as �Exhibit A,� the chairmen
of the commissions of the two States arranged that the
proposed joint conference between the States through
their respective commissions, should be held at the New
VVillard Hotel, in the city of VVashington, on the 25th day
of July, 1913.

4. That on the day appointed the two commissions
did meet in joint conference, and the proceedings of said
joint conference, stenographically reported, were as
shown in �Exhibit B� herewith �led as a part hereof,
for the information of the court.

That said joint conference, after the foregoing pro-
ceedings were had, adjourned to meet at the same place
on the 12th day of August, 1913. That on the 8th day of
August the Honorable John VV. Mason, chairman of the
VVest Virginia Commission, noti�ed the Honorable John
B. Moon, chairman of the Virginia Debt Commission, by
telegraph as follows, Viz.:

�FAIRMONT, W. VA., August 8, 1913.
JOHN B. MOON,

Charlottcsville, Vi-nmzéa.
Certain our debt commission will not be ready for

meeting Tuesday. Members have not had time enough
for investigation. VVe meet at Charleston next Monday
and would have to ask that time be extended to a day in
the near future. Under these circumstances I suggest
Wa.shington �meeting be now recalled.

(Signed) J OHN W. MASON.�

The notice and agreement for the meeting to be held
on the 12th of August was accordingly recalled.

The Commonwealth of Virginia, in View of the re-
citals and facts herein stated and contained, respectfully
moves the court that the cause be speeded so that a �nal
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decree may be made therein and this controversy brought

to a close. 
     
     COMMONVVEALTH OF VIRGINIA,

By SAMUEL W. WILLIAMS, T
Attorney General of Virginia.
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EXHIBIT A.

STATE OF IVEST VIRGINIA,

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

CHARLESTON. 
     
     June 10, 1913.

HONORABLE WILLIAM HoDGEs MANN,

Governor of Virginia,
Richmond, Virginia.

DEAR SIR: I have the honor to report to you that
the regular session of the I/Vest Virginia Legislature of
1913 passed House Joint Bill No. 5, raising a commission
of citizens of our State to be appointed by the governor,
to meet a like c-ommission upon the part of the State of
Virginia, to discuss and, if possible, arrive at some
mutual agreement looking to the amicable settlement of
the Virginia debt dispute now pending in the Supreme
Court of the United States, said suit being styled and
known on the docket as the Oommoaiiueoiltli of Virgiiiia
V. The State of T/Vest Virgiiiia.

A copy of the resolution adopted by the VVest �Vir-
ginia Legislature I herewith attach.

The resolution requires the commission to report
their �ndings to a subsequent session of the legislature.

The commission is composed of the following citi-
zens of our State:

Hon. I-Ienry Zilliken, of VVellsburg, county of
Brooke.

Hon. John W. Mason, of Fairmont, county of
Marion.
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Hon. J. A. Lenhart, of Kingwood, county �of
Preston.

Hon. VVilliam T. Ice, of Philippi, county of
Barbour:

Hon. U. G-. Young, of Buckhannon, county of

Upshur.
Hon. Joseph E, Chilton, of Charleston, county of

Kanawha.

Hon. R. J. A. Boreman, of Parkersburg, county of
Wood.

Hon. John M. Hamilton, of G-rantsville, county of
Calhoun.

Hon. VVilliam D. 0rd, of Landgraff, county of Mc-
Dowell.

Hon. Joseph  Miller, of Kenova, county of Wayne.
Hon. W�. E. VVells, of Newell, county of Hancock.
The commission met in the goVernor�s reception

room on June 10, 1913, and organized by electing Hon.
John WV. Mason, of the city of Fairrnont, chairman, and
the Hon. John T. Harris, of the city of Parkersburg,
secretary.

I beg to advise that said commission now awaits the
pleasure of the Virginia Commission.

The next regular meeting of the �Vest Virginia Debt
Commission will be held in the governor�s of�ce on July
22, 1913.

The commission directs me to say to you, and
through you to the proper representatives of the Vir-
ginia Commission, that they will be pleased to meet the
Virginia Commission at any time after July 22, 1913,
that the said Virginia Commission may indi-cate Where it
would be agreeable to hold a joint meeting of the com-
missions.

Any communications sent to this o�ce, or to the
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president or secretary of the �West Virginia Commission
will receive prompt consideration.

Respectfully yours,
(Signed) H. D. HATFIELD,

HDH :MP Governor.

COMMONVVEALTH OF �VIRGINIA,
GoVEENOR�s OFFICE,

RICHMOND. 
     
     June 20, 1913.

HON. JOHN B. MOON, Chmrmaln,
V1&#39;.rgz&#39;m&#39;a State Debt Coimmssion.

Charlottesville, Virginia.
DEAR COLONEL: I enclose a communication from the

�Governor of VVest Virginia, and a copy of the act of as-
sembly of that State, adopted 011 the 21st of February,
1913, which explain themselves. I trust it will be the
pleasure of your commission to have an early meeting
and to communicate With the commission of �Vest Vir-
ginia, to the end that every possible effort may be made
on our part to settle the matters in dispute between the
two States.

Very truly yours,
(Signed) VVM. HoDGEs MANN,

Enos. Governor.
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EXHIBIT B.

PROCEEDINGS OF A JOINT CONFERENCE BETWEEN THE &#39;V1E�«

GINIA DEBT COMMISSIONS OF THE STATES OF VIR-

GINIA AND VVEST VIRGINIA_

VVashington, D. C., July 25, 1913.
New VVillard Hotel.

The commissions of Virginia and VVeSt Virginia met
at 11 :30 o�clock A. M., pursuant to notice, Chairman
Moon, Of Virginia, and Chairman Mason, of VVest Vir-
ginia, presiding.

Chairman Moon: I have been instructed, gentlemen,
to present to you, for your consideration, the following
resolutions :

Resolved, That it is the sense of this commission
that in the conference to be held this day with the West
Virginia Commission, the subject for consideration and
adjustment, as indicated by the court in its decision in
this case, is the amount of interest which �lest Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the court to be-
VVest Virginia�s share of the principal of said debt.

2. This commission desiring to carry out in good
faith the suggestions made by the Supreme Court as to
securing an amicable adjustment of the amount of inter-
est which should be paidiby West Virginia upon the
principal of the debt as ascertained and decided by the
court, and realizing that it is not the desire of Virginia
nor was it the intention of the Supreme Court that Vir«
ginia should ask or demand the full or legal amount of"
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interest upon the principal debt as ascertained in the de-
cision of the court, but that there should be concessions
made upon both sides, such as comport with justice and
the honor and dignity of the two States; and

VVHEnEAs, the joint conference to be held today be-
tween the commissions of Virginia and V\7est Virginia
was invited by the authorities of VVest Virginia, pre-
sumably for the purpose of carrying out in good faith
the decision and suggestion of the Supreme Court of the
United States.

Therefore, be it resolved, That this resolution, to-
gether with all other resolutions adopted by this coin-
mission at its present session, which may be pertinent,
be presented by the chairman of this commission, to the
commission of �Nest Virginia at the joint conference to

&#39; be held to-day, and that the commission of VVest Virginia
be respectfully requested to communicate to this commis-
sion, What, in their judgment, Would be a fair and just
settlement of the interest to be paid by West Virginia
upon the principal amount as ascertained in the opinion
and decision of the Supreme Court of the United States.

Chairman Mason, of VVest Virginia: Referring to
the resolutions Which have just been presented to us on
behalf of the commission of Virginia, I would say for the
commission of VVest �Virginia that it was not our eXpecta«
tion that this conference Was to be con�ned to the con-
sideration of only the question of interest. Our idea had
been that the scope of the conference would be Wider,
and that We would confer together and take up the Whole
case, principal and interest. We thought that Was What
We were to meet here for.

It is my understanding that We, as commissioners,
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representing the two States, have the power to ascertain
what is West Virginia�s equitable proportion of the debt,
if anything. I thought that was one of the things we
were to get at, and try to reach a basis of settlement.

I do not feel that we should be con�ned solely to the
consideration of one question, namely, the question of
interest.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: I would say, gentle-
men, that Mr. Randolph Harrison has been selected as
spokesman for the Virginia commission, to present the
matter to you as we View it, and I will now call on Mr.
Harrison.

REMARKS on MR. RANDOLPH HARRISON or THE VIRGINIA

CoMMIssIoN.

Mr. Harrison: Mr. Chairman and gentlemen: The
resolutions which have been presented to you for con-
sideration by the chairman of the Virginia commission,
contain a statement of what the Virginia commission
conceives to be the question to be considered by the two
commissions, and an expression of the spirit in which the
Virginia commission enters upon this joint conference.

The first resolution declares it to be the sense of the

Virginia commission that the subject before the two com-
missions for consideration and adjustment is, as indi-
cated by the court in its decision, the amount of interest
which West Virginia should pay upon the sum a.scer�
tained by the court to be �Test Vi.rginia�s share of the
principal of the debt. .

The second resolution assumes that the West Vir-

ginia commission has invited this conference for the pur-
pose, and with the expectation, if possible, of carrying�
out in good faith the suggestion of the court in respect
to an adjustment of the question of interest, and at the
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same time states that it is not the purpose of �Virginia to
exact, nor does this commission believe it to bethe intent
of the court that Virginia should exact the full amount
of interest shown by the record to be due on the share of
the principal of the debt ascertained by the court to be
West Virginia�s.

The Virginia commission enters upon this confer-
ence with you in a spirit of absolute frankness, and with
the earnest desire to reach an adjustment of this unset-
tled question. To accomplish this result we recognize
that there must be concessions made upon both sides,
such as comport with justice and the honor and dignity
of the two States. VVith that end in View we ask the
VVest Virginia commission to advise what, in their opin-
ion, would be a fair amount for N/Vest Virginia to pay
in compromise and settlement of the amount of inter«
est due on her share of the principal of the debt.

The chairman of the VVest Virginia commission has
indicated that his commission did not expect this confer:
ence to be con�ned to the consideration of the question
of interest alone; that a wider �eld of inquiry was in con-
templation by that commission�~a. �eld which would in-
volve a review of the merits of the case, and a determina-
tion of the amount of principal, as well as interest which,
in the judgment of the West Virginia commission, should
be paid by West Virginia.

I will, as briefly as I can, state what we conceive to
be the object that the court had in view in suggesting
this conference.

In its decision the court used this language: �We
have given our decision with respect to the basis of lia-
bility, and the share of the prinicpal of the debt of Vir�
ginia that "West Virginia assumed.�

It will be seen, therefore, that the basis of VVest
Virginia�s liability, and the share of the principal of the
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debt for which she is liable, are questions which have
been removed from the realm of controversy, or of de-
bate, or of further investigation; they have been judici-
ally settled at the end of several years of litigation.

In this connection it is a pleasure for me to say that
West Virginia has had the bene�t in this case of able, in-
dustrious and zealous counsel, who have not lost an op-
portunity to present her side of it in the strongest aspect
possible. One of these gentlemen I see here to�day, Mr.
McClintie. I will venture to say that there is no man
connected with this litigation m-ore familiar With its de-
tails, and none of VVest *Virginia�s counsel has rendered
more faithful or efficient service, than he.

You must bear in mind,� gentlemen, that when the
ground has been covered, as it has been, by able counsel,
and the case heard by the highest court in the land, the
questions settled by the decision of that court no longer
remain open for dispute or investigation.

Continuing, the court said: �In any event, before
We could put our judgment in the form of a �nal decree,
there would be �gures to be agreed upon, or to be ascer-
tained by reference to a Master. Among other things
there still remains the question of interest.�

VVe have seen that �the basis of liability and the
share of the principal of the debt that West Virginia
assumec ,� are decided questions, but there were �other
things� to be considered and settled by the court before
it could put its judgment �in the form of a �nal decree,�
and among these other things is the question of interest,
which question the court referred to the two States for
adjustment, if an adjustment could be reached, the
court stating that if the matter was pressed contentiously
it would be referred to the Master, to make such calcula-
tions as might be necessary. �

It has never been suggested to us before that West
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Virginia entertained the idea that it would be competent
or proper for us to ignore the decision of the court and
take jurisdiction of the entire subject matter and enter
upon an investigation of th.e merits of the case.

Two years ago, in advance of the meeting of the
\Vest Virginia legislature in extra session, the Virginia
commission laid before the governor of West Virginia
the decision of the court, and requested that he would
ask the legislature to appoint representatives to confer
with us in regard to the question of interest, which had
been referred to the two States by the court. The mat-
ter, however, was not dealt with by the legislature, and at
the ensuing term of the court, in October, 1911, Virginia
moved the court to speed the cause, on the ground that
West Virginia had not indicated any purpose, or in-
tention, to carry out the suggestion of the court. West
Virginia, through her counsel, �led an answer to this
petition, in which it was not once suggested thatithere
was any misapprehension on the part of Virginia in
respect to the question to be considered by the two
States. But the contention of West Virginia, through
her counsel, was that no action should be taken by the
court until the legislature of West Virginia had an
opportunity in regular session to consider the matter.
Therefore, this is the �rst time, as I have already stated,
that the suggestion has been made to any one repre-
senting Virginia, that VVest Virginia contemplated a
reopening of the case and a consideration of the whole
matter upon its merits. For the reasons that I have
stated, gentlemen, the Virginia commission could not con-
sent to this course. We cannot consent to go behind the
decision of the court and take up and consider any ques-
tion which has been decided by the court.

The resolutions which have been presented to you
on the part of the Virginia commission embody its views
in respect. to the scope of this conference, and invite you
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tolcommunicate to us what, in your opinion, would be a
fair basis of settlement of the question of interest. I
trust it will be the pleasure of the West Virginia com-
mission to consider the matter in this aspect.

We also recognize the fact that it is competent for
the two commissions to consider the question of sett1e«
ment of the entire controversy, precisely as We might do
if there were no other question pending before us, and,
if it is the pleasure of the VVest �Virginia commission to
take up that question and communicate to the Virginia
commission at this conference a proposition looking to a
compromise settlement of the Whole controversy, We Will
be glad to receive it, and will give it respectful and fair
consideration. �

Your chairman has indicated that the West Virginia
commission, perhaps a majority of them, are not famil-
iar with the details of this litigation, or the grounds up-
on which it has proceeded. It may be Well enough for
me, therefore, to say something in regard to the general
subject, inasmuch as you may be Viewing it from an
angle that you would not view it from, if you were more
fully advised.

The questions of West Virginia�s liability for a just
proportion of this debt, and the amount of that just pro-
portion, were the questions considered by the court.
WV est Virginia denied all liability, and denied the -court�s
right to take jurisdiction of the case, but the court, after
elaborate argument, overruled all of her objections. I
know it is customary for VVest Virginians in referring
to this case to say that the judgment of the court Will
amount to nothing, as there is no Way of enforcing it.
That question was urged before. the court by West Vir�
ginia�s counsel in the argument upon the demurrer, but
the court, in referring to this subject in its opinion over-
ruling the demurrer, said: �It is not to be presumed
that West �Virginia would refuse to carry out the decree
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of this court. If such repudiation should� be absolutely
asserted, we can then consider by what means the decree
may be enforced.�

I think we may safely assume that the court will
consider the means of enforcing its decree, if it should
ever reach that question, but-the court evidently does not
consider that result a possibility, as is clearly indicated
by the language of the opinion, to the effect that the court
will not �presume that VVest Virginia will refuse to
carry out the decree of this court.�

It is proper for me to say that no man connected with
this litigation on V irginia�s side, anticipates that any
such stage of the proceedings will ever be reached. There
is a power oftentimes more effective than courts to con-
strain, not only communities, but individuals, to do what
is right, namely, the power of public opinion. Speaking
for myself, I can say that I have never entertained the
thought that the State of West Virginia would deliber-
ately repudiate a �nding of the Supreme Court of the
United States, because I do not believe the sentiment
of her people would countenance any such course. There-
fore, gentlemen, considerations which involve the repudi-
ation by West Virginia of her liability in this case, have
not in�uenced, and should not in�uence us in performing
the duty now imposed upon us. ,

I do not think the people of West Virginia under-
stand the nature of the obligation which rests upon them
in respect to the liability of their State for a just pro-
portion of this debt. They do not realize that this obli-
gation was assumed in the first step taken towards the
formation of the State of West Virginia, and was again
assumed in her Constitution, adopted on the 26th" of
November, 1861, which not only bound the new State to
bear a just proportion of the public debt of Virginia,� but
required her legislature to ascertain the same and pro-
vide for its payment. The State of �Virginia (the re-
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stored State of Virginia) gave its consent by legislative
enactment to the creation of the new State of West Vir-
ginia �under the provisions set forth in the constitution
for the State of West Virginia.� Those two instruments
were laid before Congress, and on the faith of them Con-
gress gave its consent to the admission of the new State
into the Union. The court rests its decision in this case
on the ground that West Virginia is bound by a solemn
contract to bear a just proportion of this debt.��a con-
tract contained in her fundamental law, and to which
Virginia and the Congress of the United States assented.
The court, in considering that question, and basing her
liability upon her solemn constitutional promise, made
as a condition to her Statehood, said: �West Virginia
must therefore be taken to have promised to pay to �V ir-
ginia her share.�

You must understand, gentlemen, that no State can
be carved out of an existing State without �the consent of
the parent State, and in this case the consent of Virginia
was given to the division of her territory on condition
that West Virginia would bear a just proportion of her
debt; and.the consent of Congress was based upon the
same condition. An eminent citizen of your State, who
has wielded there the sceptre of power, made an argu-
ment in this case before the Master, in the course -of
which he took the ground that West Virginia made this
promise because she knew she could not be admitted in-
to the Union without it, and that it was made for the sole
purpose of inducing Congress to admit her. In -other
words, that her promise was made to gain her political
existence. The record in this case fully attests the ac-
curacy of the statement that but for West Virginia�s
promise to assume a just proportion of the debt of Vir-
ginia, Congress would never have admitted her into the
Union. Senator Sherman so stated in his correspond-
ence with Senator Willey, and Senator Willey, whopwas
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an actor in those scenes and participated in the steps
which led up to the formation of the State of West �V ir-
ginia, made the following statement in his correspond-
ence with Senator Sherman (all of which appears in the
record) : �I say to you now what I have said to the peo-
ple of \Vest Virginia, that but for that clause in her Con-
stitution the State would never have been admitted. I
say further, that in my opinion, no honest man or honest
party in West Virginia, or out of it, will deny the obliga-
tion of VVest Virginia to pay an equitable part of the
debt of Virginia.�

You will hear it said in your State, because it has so
often been said to me, gentlemen, �We do not owe any
part of the debt because we did not get any of its bene�ts;
none of the money was expended in V/Vest Virginia.�
That questionis beside the mark. I will not stop now to
consider it. It was settled by the court, and disposed
of in the opinion of the court. But when the assertion
is made that West Virginia derived no bene�t from her
promise to pay a just proportion of this debt, it should
be remembered that at least she gained her political eX�
istence by it; that it was the price paid for Statehood.

Immediately after the war �Virginia communicated
to VVest Virginia a resolution, appealing to her to forget
the past and to come back and be again a re&#39;�unite&#39;fi Com�
monwealth. V\7est Virginia lost no time in replying; she
promptly answered that appeal with an emphatic �No.�
She preferred to remain an independent State, and was
satisfied with the price she had paid for that privilege.

Do you think that the people of your State would
continue in the belief that they do not owe any part of
this debt if they understood these facts? VVould they
not take a different view of it if they were informed in
respect to the basis of the liability of their State�! If they
understood that West Virginia had passed her word to
bear a just proportion of this debt; that Virginia had
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given her consent to the separation on the faith of that
promise, and that Congress, in reliance upon it, had ad-
mitted her into the Union, and that she was so well sat-
is�ed with the bargain that she refused the mother
State�s invitation after the war to re-unite with her, can
there be any doubt that they would realize the obliga-
tion resting upon them, and feel that it was not credita-
ble to keep it in the air, but that it was their duty to meet
it like men, and settle it�!

I �rmly believe, gentlemen, that if men of courage
and patriotism would inform the people of VVest Vir-
ginia of the real status of this issue, and of the ground
upon which the liability of their State rests, that the ma-
jority of them, to say the least of it, would no longer
seeld to evade, or ignore it as something that did not con-
cern them, but on the contrary they would insist on its
being disposed of fairly and honestly. I really believe
that their present. attitude to the subject is due to the
fact that they do not understand that there is a binding
obligation upon the conscience of the people of VVest Vir«
ginia to perform her promise, -

The court has said that �The liability of West �Vir-
ginia is a deep-seated equity.� Can you go back to your
people and encourage in their minds the idea. that they
are under no obligation to respond to this liability which
the court has said is founded in a deep�seated&#39;equity".?
The founders of West Virginia. knew it was only just
and right that, in dividing the territory, of the mother
Commonwealth, they should assume ,a part of the burden
of this debt; they knew that they could not, in good con~
science, deprive Virginia of a third of her territory and
a third of her population and leave her to carry the bur-
den of debt which they had helped to create. We have
the authority of Senator VVilley for the statement that.
the promise made by himself and his associates on behalf
of West Virginia, to bear her share of that burden, was
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made in absolute good faith, and with the full intention
of carrying it out. Can it be possiblethat your people,
if they understood these facts, would tolerate any action
that would ignore that liability, or temporize with it?
VVould they not meet the issue like honest men? I believe
they Would. I am a �rm believer in the J effersonian faith
in the people. I believe that when the people are rightly
directed they will do what is right. I believe a majority
of them are moved by correct impulses, and that when
they go Wrong it is because they are ignorant, or misin-
formed.

I have expressed these general views about this case
in the hope that your commission, composed, as it is. of
representative men of your State, will be the medium of
in�uencing the people of West Virginia to do What is
right in respect to this matter.

The position of VVest Virginia heretofore, as indi-
cated by her public men, has been that she would not
recognize any liability to Virginia for a share of this
debt unless that liability was established by the court.
Several years ago I had the pleasure of addressing the
legislature of VVest Virginia on this question, with a view
to bringing about a friendly adjustment "and to avoid the
necessity of taking the controversy into court. I urged
upon your representatives at that time the propriety of
taking action, and the importance of a friendly adjust -
ment of the question. Numbers of your public men said
to me at that time that while they recognized that it was
important to settle the question, there Was no use in talk-
ing to the people about it; that they had been educated to
believe they did not owe anything, and that the only Way
to convince them was to let the court say What they owed.
That has now been done. The highest court in the land
has spoken, and in the light of the opinion of the court it
is not open for any man to say that there is no obliga-
tion resting upon West Virginia; nor, in the light of that
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decision, isit open to any man to question the amount of
the principal sum which she is obligated to pay.

The question of interest has been referred to us by
the court for adjustment, if possible. We trust it Will
be your pleasure to take up that question with us and let
us see Whether it is possible to reach some conclusion
that will be honorable to both States. We meet you in a
hopeful spirit. No man can have any doubt about our
earnest desire to reach a friendly adjustment of this con-
troversy, and we are hopeful that such a body of men as
we meet here today, will be the e�icient instruments of
bringing the people of their State to a just appreciation
and recognition of �her liability in this case.

We can not consent to open up the whole contro-
versy, gentlemen, but We are ready to consider the ques-
tion of interest. At least We can make an effort to adjust
it. If the West Virginia commission desires to com-
municate to us a proposition to settle the Whole contro-
versy We will be glad to take up that question and con-
sider it. ~

Chairman Mason, of West �Virginia: What is the
use of doing that, if you will not consider it�?

Mr. Harrison: I say We will be glad to consider it.
Chairman Mason: But you say there is no authori-

ty to consider any question except that of interest. What
is the use then of doing a vain thing?

M r-. Harrison: I hope it would not be a vain thing.
Chairman Mason: According to your statement it

Would, Would it not? I
Mr. Harrison: I cannot tell you in advance of a

proposition. I say We will be glad to consider a proposi-
tion. If you see �t to submit a proposition as to a settle-
ment of the Whole controversy we will be glad to receive
it. I stated that in the beginning.

I hope the West Virginia commission do not under-
stand me as indicating it to be the sense of the Virginia
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commission, that we would not treat with you upon a
settlement of the whole debt. We will be glad to do it.
If the West Virginia commission has in mind negotia-
tions along that line we will be glad to receive them, and
will deal with them in the utmost spirit of frankness.

If that cannot be done; if VVest Virginia is not pre-
pared to take up that question, then the only question
open for us to consider is the question of interest. That
is the only question referred to us by the court, as prelim-
inary to further action by the court.

So many years have elapsed since this controversy has
been pending that I hope, at least, we will come to some
conclusion to�day; that we will either blaze the way to
reach some result ourselves, or else make it apparent and
clear that can not be done, so that the case may take its
due course.

The Master�s report contains in detail all of the data
relating to the obligations put out by the original State
of Virginia, upon which VVest Virginia. is bound, and
these are shown in detail, with the interest calculated
thereon, in a green�covered pamphlet which is �led as
an exhibit before the court. This pamphlet contains a
list of all of the bonds taken from the Master�s report,
with the interest computed thereon, according to their
tenor, upon the various bases of settlement that were
then under consideration. The record furnishes com-
plete data for the computation of the interest to be borne
by VVest �Virginia upon her share of the principal, as
�xed by the court. It is not necessary, however, to go
into any details about that at this time. The question
before the West Virginia commission is the considera-
tion of the two resolutions that we have communicated to
them.
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REMARKS on MR. JOHN XV. MASON, CHAIRMAN VVEST VTIR7
GINIA COMMISSION.

Mr. Mason: Gentlemen, I "want to say just a single
word. I regret that the distinguished gentleman has
seen fit to discuss the question, which he has, as to what
West Virginia Would do in case of judgment against us
which we thought was a judgment from a court of com-
petent jurisdiction. As to that we may say, as the
Supreme Court said, if that contingency ever arises we
will meet it, in a spirit that comports with the dignity
of a great, loyal and law abiding State. VVe are not to
be forced by any remarks in advance as to what is the
equitable proportion, into giving an opinion of what we
would do in case there is an adjustment.

4 Let me say a word as to another matter, if you will
indulge a personal allusion. I am one of the men who
voted for that constitution. I am one of the men who

made that promise. It was my �rst vote. VVe made that
promise. I, for one, have never had any inclination to,
nor never thought of retracting it. But, for �fty years we
have been asking, clamoring and demanding, trying in
every way we knew how, to get at the question of what is
our equitable proportion of that debt. Heretofore it has
been newspaper correspondence and ex parte resolutions
of legislatures, Virginia enacting such legislation as she
saw proper, and VVest Virginia such legislation as she
saw proper. After a while it got into the Supreme Court
of the United States.

Now, gentlemen, I understood, and still understand,
that it is to some extent at least before the commission-

ers representing the two States, who have the right and
the power to ascertain and to answer the questions which.
I have been asking for �fty years, namely, what is West
Virginia�s equitable proportion of that debt, if any:
thing? -
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I hope, gentlemen, you will not send us back to our
constituents, saying we met a body with competent juris-
diction, authorized to answer that question, and you
would not do it. Instead you simply said that you would
not discuss a compromise or talk with us but along one
line. And we would go back home still with nothing ex-
cept the �nding of a court which, in my judgment, is not
conclusive at all upon any subject except possibly the
question as to the basis of settlement.

Congressman Flood: I think you entirely misunder--
stood Mr. Harrison. He distinctly stated at the begin-
ning that the Virginia commission would be glad to re-
ceive a communication from you,

Mr. Mason: Yes, but that is as to the resolution, and
the only question is the question of interest.

Mr. Harrison: As indicated by the court.
Congressman Flood: Mr. Harrison indicated that

i the Virginia commission was prepared, in response to
some resolution that you might adopt, to go further.

Mr. Mason: Let me say this: If you mean by that,
that the �West Virginia commission, organized as it is,
with only limited advisory power, recently appointed,
without having opportunity to go over the question, is to
formulate a proposition, not upon the principal, but up-
on the amounts, as to how the account stands between
the two parties, whether we owe you anything or you owe
us, and if so how much, of course we would not be pre-
pared to do that at this time.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: VV&#39;hen would you be
prepared to render a statement of that. kind?

Mr. Mason: My idea, gentlemen, is that this is, to a
very large extent, a matter of compromise between the
two commissions. VVe want to meet in that light. We do
not want to meet as if still carrying on a lawsuit. We
can carry that on any time we want to. But we are here �
representing the litigants on the two sides, and we can
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agree, if _We can agree at all, on a basis of settlement.
And, further, after we know what that is, we may agree
upon the amounts.

Simply to say now that We Will not talk about or dis«
cuss anything except the question of interest, Why gentle-
men, you place us in a Very embarrassing position. I am
sure you do not want to do that.

Mr. Moon: That is our View of the situation, but
We would be glad t-0 receive your counter suggestions,
and have you state your Views,

Mr. Mason: If you mean by that, gentlemen, to get
down to the concrete and say, �West �Virginia Will pay
you so much money,� or, �Virginia owes us so much
money,� as to that We already have had two statements
of that account in West Virginia. One statement brings
West Virginia out a little in debt. The gentleman who
made that statement, the principal man who made that
report, was the old auditor of Virginia for eight years.
Since that report there is another statement which says
you owe us. So if you Want to go into the concrete and
say how the amount stands, gentlemen, We would ask you
for further conference upon the matter. But if you Want
to insist simply that you are not going to talk about any-
thing else, and consider nothing else but interest, the
probabilities are that We could settle that question in a
very short time. I hope that will not be the View of this
commission.

Mr. Moon: Do you suppose that in thirty days you
could formulate a suggestion?

Mr. Wells, (of West Virginia) : I was about to make
this suggestion, that we adj-ourn until 2 o�clock, for
luncheon; that at thathour the West Virginia commis-
sion to meet to formulate its reply to the resolutions of-

« fered by the Virginia commission, and that the Virginia
commission remain subject to our call, until We are ready
to submit our reply. &#39;
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Mr. Mason: Maybe I ought not to do this; if I
ought not, pardon me. Suppose you withdraw this reso-
lution, gentlemen, and let us meet as friends, and see
whether or not we can settle this question; whether or
not, Mr. Harrison, you can answer the questions that 1
have been propounding, as you and some other people
know, in the last forty years, as to what is West Vir-
ginia�s equitable proportion of the debt.

Mr. Moon: Our view is that the court has answered
that question as to principal.

Mr. Mason: I do not want to take up the technical
question, that has been settled, especially in view of what
the court said upon that subject.

Mr. Harrison: Our view is that the court has an-

swered that veXed question as to the principal.
Mr. Mason: As to the principal�?
Mr. Harrison: Yes, as to the principal.
Mr. Mason: The basis, you mean?
Mr. Harrison: Yes, and as to the amount, subject

perhaps to any revision of �gures that may be necessary.
The very tribunal has answered the question which the
public men of your State desired should answer it, rather
than to have that responsibility upon them. - H

Mr. Mason: We do not understand the Supreme
Court decision or opinion in that light. We do not con«
sider at all that the Supreme Court has settled the
amount. It has indicated a basis. It took a different one

from yours or ours, either one. You suggested it upon
the basis of population, and ours was upon taking the
VVheeling ordinance. They said both were wrong, and in
their report took the taxable values.

Mr. Harrison: Of course alternative bases were
presented to the court.

Mr. Mason: Yes.

Mr. Harrison: But they adopted a basis by which
they thought the fairest results would be attained, and on
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that basis have expressed an opinion as to the amount.
Mr. Mason: Yes, I say that, too.
Mr. Harrison: Now, do not misunderstand me, if

you please, Mr. Chairman, to indica.te that it is the sense
of the �Virginia commission not to meet you gentlemen
in theutmost spirit of frankness and consider the ques-
tion of settling the whole controversy.

Mr. Mason: Suppose we just simply answer your
first resolution no; there probably would be no answer
to the second one, because nobody is going to say we
want to put ourselves in opposition to the Supreme Court
of the United States or any other court.

Mr. Moon: Wliicli do you mean by the �rst one?
Mr. Mason: The one which says the only question

is the matter of interest. That would be easily answered.
As to the other, of course, gentlemen, you do not want to
put us in that position and have us say we would place
ourselves in opposition to the judgment or decree of the
Supreme Court of the United States.

Mr. Harrison: Let me make this suggestion. I hope
in the response your commission will make to the resolu-
tion, that if you think other questions than interest have
been referred by the court to the two commissions for
consideration, you gentlemen will kindly indicate what
they are, in order that we may understand each other.

Mr. Mason: But, Mr. Harrison, we probably would
not be ready now to go over and indicate the items which
have been omitted. In order to make a settlement upon
the basis suggested by the Supreme Court of course
there are two things to be considered. One is the taxable
Value of the property of the two States. And they have
omitted the slave property. The other is the actual
amount of the debt.

Mr, Harrison:

of a reply.
I suggest you put that in the form
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Mr. Mason: That may not be the only question,

gentlemen. 
     
     Mr. Moon: I believe the suggestion has been made
by Mr. Wells, which I think a wise suggestion, that we
take an adjournment now until 2 o�clock and await the
pleasure of the Vfest Virginia commission, so far as we
are concerned. You can notify us when you are ready to
continue the conference.

(Thereupon, at 12:30 o�clock P. M., the joint confer-
ence was adjourned, subject to the call of the West4Vir�
ginia commission.)

Conference Room of the Virginia Commission,
New "Willard Hotel, VVashington, D. C.,

5 o�clock, P. M.

At 5 o�cloek, P. M., Chairman Mason, of the VVest
Virginia commission, appeared before the Virginia com-
mission and presented the following resolutions, which
had been adopted by the VV est �Virginia commission in
reply to the resolutions presented to it in joint confer-
ence:

1. The debt commission on the part of the State of
West Virginia having this day been handed the follow-
ing resolution adopted by the debt commission on the
part of the State of V7 irginia:

�Resolved, That it is the sense of this commission
that in the conference to be held this day with the West
Virginia commission, the subject for consideration and
adjustment, as indicated by the court in its decision in
this case, is the amount of interest which West Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the «court to be
West Virginia�s share of the principal of said debt.�

In reply thereto says: that in its judgment the inter-
est, if any, which should be paid to the State of Virginia
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as stated in the foregoing resolution, is not the only ques�-
tion, as indicated by the language used by the Supreme
Court of the United States in its opinion, which the joint
commission, now in session, should consider.

2. Whereas, the View of the &#39;Virginia debt commis»
sion on the part of West Virginia is that the present
conference is for a preliminary discussion and exchange
of views and for the added purpose of arranging a
method for a more complete consideration of the mat
ters involved, and adjusting a. working programme;
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Virginia and �Vest Virginia.
commissions shall each appoint a sub�committee, respec-
tively, of three members, with instructions to con-
fer at the earliest convenient time and place and to thor-
oughly discuss all matters involved, and endeavor to
reach a �nal proposition that shall be submitted back to
the two respective commissions, separately, for consider-
ation by each, and for �nal determination at a joint con�
ference to be subsequently arranged between the chair-
men of the two committees; but nothing herein contained
shall prejudice the rights of either party.

After consideration of the above resolutions by the
Virginia commission, Chairman Moon and the members
of the Virginia commission proceeded to the conference
room of the West Virginia commission.
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Conference Room, West Virginia Commission,
New Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C.,

8 o�clock, P. M.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: Gentlemen of the
VVest Virginia commission, the Virginia commission has
adopted the following resolutions in response to your
resolutions of this afternoon:

The Virginia commission, having received the fol-
lowing communication from the West Virginia commis«
sion, numbered for convenience 1 and 2:

(1) The debt commission on the part of the State
of West �Virginia having this day been handed the follow-
ing resolution adopted by the debt commission on the
part of the State of Virginia:

Resolved, That it is the sense of this commission
that in the conference to be held this day with the West
Virginia commission, the subject for consideration and
adjustment, as indicated by the court in its decision in
this case, is the amount of interest. which West Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the court to be
West �Virginia�s share of the principal of said debt.

In reply thereto says: That in its judgment the in-
terest, if any, which should be paid to the State of Vir-
ginia as stated in the foregoing resolution, is not the
only question, as indicated by the language used by the
Supreme Court of the United States in its opinion, which
the joint commission, now in session, should consider.

(2) VVHEm3As, the view of the Virginia debt commis-
sion on the part of VVest Virginia is that the present
conference is for a preliminary discussion and exchange
of views and for the added purpose of arranging a
method for a more complete consideration of the mat-
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ters involved, and adjusting a working programme;
therefore, be it �

Resolved, That the Virginia and West Virginia
-commissions shall each appoint a sub-committee, respec-
tively, of three members, with instructions to con-
fer at the earliest convenient time and place and to thor-
oughly discuss all matters involved, and endeavor to
reach a �nal proposition that shall be submitted back to
the two respective commissions, separately, for consider«
ation by each, and for �nal determination at a joint con�
ference to be subsequently arranged between the chair-
men of the two committees; but nothing herein contained
shall prejudice the rights of eitherparty.

Respectfully replies that in its judgment. the lan�
guage of the Supreme Court does not admit of the fore-
going construction to the effect that �the interest, if any,.
is not the only question� which the joint conference
should consider.

The court said: �Among other things there still re»
mains the question of interest.� The Virginia commis-
sion understands this language to mean that there were
�other things� to be considered by the court before it
reached a �nal decree, and that among these other things
the only one referred to the two States for adjustment
was the question ofinterest.

The �Virginia commission, being of opinion that there
is no ambiguity in the opinion of the court, and that no
conference as to any other matter than -the question of
interest is called for between the two commissions, re-
spectfully adheres to the interpretation of the opinion
and decision of the court as expressed in its prior com-
munication of this date, and as elaborated in the remarks
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of Mr. Randolph Harrison, before the joint session of
the two commissions.

It regrets, however, that the VV&#39;est Virginia commis-
sion has not indicated, as they were requested to do, what
questions other than the question of interest should be,
in their judgment, considered by the two States.

The Virginia commission further regrets that the
�lest Virginia commission has not seen �t to indicate or
suggest an amount, the payment of Which they would
recommend as a final compromise and adjustment of the
proportion of the debt to be borne by West Virginia, as
the Virginia commission speci�cally declared, through
Mr. Harrison, that such proposal Would receive most
careful and respectful consideration, if the West Vir�
ginia commission saw fit to take up that subject.

Now, responding to the proposal of the West �Vir�
ginia commission that a sub�comn1ittee of three should
be formed from each commission, With instructions to
consider all mattersinvolved, and so forth, the Virginia
commission respectfully says that it is agreeable to the
appointment of such sub-committees, provided the mat-
ters to be considered by them are as indicated above,
namely:

(1) The amount of interest which VVest Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the court in its
decision to be VVest Virginia�s share of the principal of
the debt.

(2) Any proposal Which VVest Virginia may deem
proper to submit for the �nal compromise settlement of
the proportion of the debt to be borne by West �Vir-
ginia.

Provided, further, that said sub�committees be
directed to meet on the . . . . . . day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,
1913, and report to an adjourned meeting of this joint
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conference to be held on the . . . . . . day of . . . . . . . . . . . . .,

1913.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: I presume it is in-
tended that the meeting of the sub~committees referred
to, be held at this place; I do not know.

Chairman Mason, of West Virginia: I take it, gen-
tlemen, that is only a quali�ed acceptance of the proposi-
tion made by us, and that we would Want to discuss it
further. Whether or 11ot We would Want to eliminate
from the report to be made by the sub�committees, all
questions except the payment of interest, and further,
that the proposal of a basis for payment shall come from
West �Virginia, are questions that We would Wish to con-
sider. .

I had hoped, gentlemen, you would feel free simply I
to leave the question open, and that the sub�committee
when it met might discuss matters and make such report
as it thought proper, insisting, of course, upon your no-
tion about it.

Wlietlier or not We would Want to appoint a commit-
tee under those restrictions is a matter We would have to

think about. I regret very mucl1 that you limit it in that
Way.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: VVould you suggest a
separate session of your commission toconsider that
point�? ,

Chairman Mason, of VVest Virginia: Yes. I think
it will take but a few moments� time.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia So we will leave you
in executive session until you determine What position
you Will take upon that point. I I

Chairman Mason, of VI/lest �Virginia: Yes. I am
sorry. gentlemen, you put it in that Way.
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Conference Room of the Virginia Commission,
New \Villard Hotel, VVashington, D. 0.,

9:30 o�clock, P. M.

Chairman Mason, of the WV est Virginia commission,
appeared before the Virginia. commission, and the follow-
ing occurred:

Chairman Mason, of VVest Virginia: Gentlemen, the
VVest Virginia commission elects me to report the follow-
ing:

The \7Vest Virginia commission has received the fol-
lowing statement from the �Virginia debt commission:

The Virginia commission, having received the fol-
lowing communications from the West Virginia commis-
sion, numbered for convenience 1 and 2:

( 1) The debt commission on the part of the State
of West Virginia having this day been handed the follow-
ing resolution adopted by the debt commission on the
part of the State of Virginia:

�R680Z&#39;?i6CZ, That it is the sense of this commission
that in the conference to be held this day with the West
Virginia commission, the subject for consideration and
adjustment, as indicated by the court in its decision in
this case, is the amount of interest which West Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the court to be
V/Vest �Virginia�s share of the principal of said debt.�

In reply thereto says: That in its judgment the in-
terest, if any, which should be paid to the State of Vir�
ginia as stated in the foregoing resolution, is not the
only question, as indicated by the language used by
the�Supreme Court of the United States in its opinion,
which the joint commission, now in session, should con-
sider.

(2) WVHEREAS, the view of the Virginia debt com-
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mission on the part of VVest Virginia is that the present
conference is for a preliminary discussion and exchange
of views and for the added purpose of arranging a
method for a more complete consideration o-f the matters
involved, and adjusting a working programme; there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Virginia and VVest Virginia
commissions shall each appoint a sub�committee, of three
members, with instructions to confer at the earliest con-
venient time and place and to thoroughly discuss all mat�
ters involved, and endeavor to reach a �nal proposition
that shall be submitted back to the two respective com-
missions, separately, for consideration by each, and for
�nal determination at a joint conference to be subse-
quently arranged between the chairmen of the two com-
mittees; but nothing herein contained shall prejudice the
rights of either party.

Respectfully replies that in its judgment the lan-
guage of the Supreme Court does not admit of the fore-
going construction to the effect that �the interest, if any,
is not the only question,� which the joint conference
should consider.

The court said: �Among other things there still re-
mains the question of interest.� The Virginia commis-
sion understands this language to mean that there were
�other things� to be considered by the court before it
reached a �nal decree, and that among these other things
the only one referred to the two States for adjustment
was the question of interest.

The Virginia commission, being of opinion that
there is no ambiguity in the opinion of the court, and
that no conference as to any other matter than the ques-
tion of interest is called for between the two commis-
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sions, respectfully adheres to the interpretation of t-he
opinion and decision of the court, as expressed in its
prior communication of this date, and as elaborated in
the remarks of Mr. Randolph Harrison, before the joint
session of the two commissions.

It regrets, however, that the VVest Virginia commis-
sion has not indicated, as they were requested to do, what
questions other than the question of interest should be,.
in their judgment, considered by the two States.

The Virginia commission further regrets that the
�Test Virginia commission has not seen �t to indicate or
suggest an amount the payment of which they would
recommend as a �nal compromise and adjustment of the
proportion of the debt to be borne by West Virginia, as
the Virginia commission speci�cally declared, through
Mr. Harrison, that such proposal would receive most
careful and respectful consideration, if the West Vir-
ginia. commission saw �t to take up that subject.

Now, responding to the proposal of the West �Vir-
ginia commission that a subcommittee of three should
he formed from each commission, with instructions to»
consider all matters involved, and so forth, the Virginia
commission respectfully says that it is agreeable to the
appointment of such sub�committees, provided the mat�
ters to be considered by them are as indicated above,
namely:

(1) The amount of interest which West Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the court in its
decision to be �lest Virginia�s share of the principal of"
the debt.

(2) Any proposal which "West Virginia may deem
proper to submit for the �nal compromise settlement of
the proportion of the debt to be borne by West Vir-
ginia. &#39; �



4:0 \&#39;Ii:c�L\&#39;1..\ 1&#39;. \\&#39;I«:s&#39;r \&#39;1i:(;1M..i

Provided, further, that said sub�committees be
directed to meet on the . . . . . . day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7. . ,
1913, and report to an adjourned meeting of this joi t
conference to be held on the . . . . . . day of . . . . . . . . . . . .,
1913.

And in reply to the last communication of the Vir-
ginia debt commission, the VVest �Virginia debt commis-
sion �says that it is anxious to proceed with the negotia-
tions but cannot consent to agree in advance that only
the question of interest. shall be considered, or that the
VVest Virginia subcommittee shall be required to �rst
submit a proposition looking to a settlement. This com-
mission is Willing and anxious to approach a settlement
upon equal terms, leaving, in the �rst instance, all ques-
tions of procedure to the said sub�committees.

This committee did not understand the remarks

made by Mr. Harrison to�day as a proposition. We con-
sidered only the written resolutions presented to us.

In reply to the remarks made by Mr. Harrison at
the joint meeting to-day, and referred to in your com-«
munication, We would say that this commission does not
feel sufficiently acquainted with the questions involved�--
for reasons heretofore stated��to submit a proposition
at this time, and asks that the Whole subject matter be
submitted to the sub-committees hereinbefore referred

to, With the understanding that the said sub-committees
be required to report their action for approval to their
respective commissions at a time in the near future to be
now agreed upon.

Chairman Moon; of Virginia: What do We under~
stand by �the Whole matter�?

Chairman Mason, of West Virginia: Interest and
all; everything to go to the subcommittee; and let it
thresh it out, and let it make its report.
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Mr. Harrison, of �Virginia: You mean to re�open
the Whole case and consider the questions de novo? That
is What you mean by �the Whole matter,� I suppose.

Chairman Mason, of VV est "Virginia: That is our
view. That is, We do not mean to go back to the courts,
or to the commissioners; but We would consider among
ourselves, that is, the sub-committee, and discuss the
Whole matter.

Mr. Flood, of Virginia: iAll other matters, as Well
.as interest?

Chairman Mason, of \Vest �Virginia: All other mat--
ters, as Well as interest; yes, sir. I do not mean, of
course, to have this go back to the courts, or the commis-
sioners, necessarily; but, so far as We are concerned, in
discussing and settling the matter, We Want the Whole
question considered. VVe are not Willing to say in ad-
vance that there is no question involved but interest.

Chairman Moon, of V irginia: Do not you misquote
"us in stating that We ask the proposition in advance"! VVe

\-&#39;d() not ask it in advance, do We?
Chairman Mason, of �Vest Virginia: No; I say it

is not of very much interest who makes the first proposi--
tion of settlement, but you say that the sub�committee
shall �rst make the proposition of settlement. Our idea
is to leave that question of procedure to the sub�commit-
tees. It makes no difference which has the �rst say or
Whi-ch has the last say. We might make it a low �gure,

, practically nothing, and then simply negotiate. It is our
idea of procedure.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: The impression made
on my mind on hearing the resolution read, was that you
�intended to convey the idea that We required you first to
make a proposition for compromise in settlement of the
�whole matter, to us. Is that What you intend to convey�!

Chairman Mason, of West Virginia: Yes; that is
"the Way We understood your second proposition.
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Chairman Moon, of Virginia: The second proposi-
tion, not the �rst one.

Chairman Mason, of \Vest Virginia: I say, your
number two, in the last proposition.

Mr. Flood, of Virginia: Your objection to our sec-
ond proposition is that We require first a suggestion of�
compromise to come from your subcommittee�?

Chairman Mason, of VVest Virginia: Yes. We sug�
gest now that that is a question of procedure and should-
be left open to the sub�committee; to leave it as a ques-
tion of procedure.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: To be entirely frank With
you, it seems to me this morning this was made plain,
that the court gave the principal, and that We presented
the details upon which the interest might be computed,
according to rules of interstate or international law, by
which an accurate statement could be made up of the in-
terest. That subject We do not expect to be considered,
except as a Whole. And We invited some proposition.
from you gentlemen as to a settlement of the matter,
inasmuch as the Supreme Court has discussed the mat�
ter and left it open, to a certain extent.

Chairman Mason, of West Virginia: I understand
your View is that the Supreme Court has settled the ques-
tion of amount. VVe do not look at it alike.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: No, the amount of
the principal.

Chairman Mason, of VVest Virginia: I say, the
amount of the principal. VVe do not look at it that Way
We Want the Whole matter to be taken up by the sub-
committees, to see just what we ought to pay, if anything.
Then it will come back to us in that �shape. Our com-
mittee would not be Willing to concede the fact that the
only thing to be agreed upon was the question of inter-
est.

Mr. Harrison, of �Virginia: You mean, by �the
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whole subject matter,� to re�open the whole case and con-
sider the matters (Ze H0120?

Chairman Mason, of VVes~t Virginia: Yes, sir; that
is as far as the commissions are concerned.

(After careful consideration of the above resolutions,
a resolution in reply was adopted, and Chairman Moon
proceeded to the conference room of the West Virginia
commission, where the following occurred:

Conference Room of the West Virginia Commission,
New Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C.,

11:15 o�clock, P. M.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: The Virginia com»
mission has instructed me to give you the following com-
munication :

The Virginia commission has given careful consider-
ation to the last communication from the West Virginia
commission stating in effect that the conference between
-the two commissions must embrace a consideration de
440720 of the entire case, both as to principal and interest
involved.

The Virginia commission for reasons heretofore re�
peatedly stated feels constrained to decline the terms
proposed by the "West Virginia commission as the basis
upon which the conference must proceed.

Chairman Mason, of West Virginia: That being
true, are we through?

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: I do not know. You
gentlemen can consider that matter. I have no authority
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to speak for the Virginia commission except to deliver
that message. I/Ve give that to you for your considera«
tion.

Chairman Mason: We made you a proposition.
Chairman Moon, of Virginia: Yes, I know; but I

have no authority beyond that paper.
Chairman Mason, of VI/est Virginia: If you have

reached that conclusion, it is not necessary for us to con-
tinue our negotiations for the present.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: That is for you to
say. .

Chairman Mason, of West Virginia: N 0, that is not
for us. VVe have said We could not do the other; you
say you can not do this.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: VVe say that We feel
constrained to decline to continue negotiations upon the
basis Which you propose. .

Chairman Mason, of VVest Virginia: Yes.
Chairman Moon, of �Virginia: Now, the question is,

What the basis is.

Chairman Mason, of I/Vest Virginia: The basis is,
as I understand it, that you will insist upon your con-
tention that the only question to be considered is the
question of interest.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: Oh, no. It is all set
forth at length in our communications. I am not under-
taking to speak for the Virginia commission in this re-
spect.

Chairman Mason, of VVest Virginia: I do not under-
stand just What shape that leaves us in. If it is simply
to stop any further negotiations about it, We might as
Well do it at one time as another.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: I did not write that
resolution. It was drawn by the members of the Vir-
ginia commission, and they have passediit. I have no
authority except to deliver it to you for your considera-
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tion. Wle regret very much that negotiations can not
proceed on a different basis; that is all, _

Chairman Mason, of VVest Virginia: So do we. But
let us remain in session for a few minutes, and we will
see whether we will quit, or not.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: Certainly.

Conference Room of the Virginia Commission,
New Willard Hotel, Wasllington, D. C.,

12 :05 o�clock, Midnight.

Chairman Mason, of the West Virginia commission,
appeared before the Virginia commission, and presented
the following resolution:

The following communication was received from the
Virginia commission after 11 o�clock P. M.:

The Virginia commission has given careful consider�
ation to the last communication from the VVest Virginia
-commission, stating, in effect, that the conference be-
tween the two commissions must embrace a considera-

tion clc /I/l»0�U0 of the entire case, both as to the principal
and interest involved.

The Virginia commission for reasons heretofore re-
peatedly stated feels constrained to decline the terms
proposed by the VVest Virginia commission as the basis.
upon which the conference must proceed.

Pending a consideration of the communication Mr.
Miller moved that owing to the lateness of the hour at
which the communication was received, the further con-
sideration of the same be postponed until to�morrow
morning, July 26, 1913, at 10 o�clock and that the VVest
Virginia commission adjourn until that hour.

Which motion was put by the chair and carried by
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the unanimous vote of the commission, at 12 o�clock mid-

night.
(In pursuance of the above resolution, further pro-

ceedings were adjourned until to�morrow, Saturday,
July 26, 1913, at 10 o�clock A. M.)

Saturday, July 26, 1913.
Conference Room of the Virginia Commission,

11 :40 o�clock A. M.

Chairman Mason, of VVest Virginia, appeared be-
fore the Virginia commission and presented the follow-
ing resolution:

The Virginia debt commission on the part of the
State of West Virginia received at 11:15 last night the
following communication from the Virginia commission:

The Virginia commission has given careful consider--
ation to the last com.munication from the West Virginia
commission, stating, in effect, that the conference be-
tween the two commissions must embrace a consideration
ale mom of the entire case, both as to the principal and
interest involved.

"The Virginia commission for reasons heretofore re-
peatedly stated feels constrained to decline the terms
proposed by the VVest Virginia commission as the basis
upon which the conference must proceed.

In reply to the foregoing communication the West
�Virginia commission regrets that the Virginia commis-
sion has declined to submit the matters in question to a
sub-committee, as heretofore proposed by the West Vir-
ginia commission, and the West Virginia commission
now suggests that the two commissions have a joint meet~
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ing on the . . . . . . day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., at . . . . . . . . .,
for the purpose of further -considering a settlement of
West Virginia�s proportion, if any, of the Virginia debt
proper to be borne by the State of VVest Virginia and to
arrive, if possible, at some adjustment thereof.

(The above resolutions were considered by the �Vir-
ginia commission, a reply adopted, and Chairman Moon
proceeded to the conference room of the �Vest Virginia

- commission to present the same.)

A lonference Room of the VVest Virginia Commission,
New VVillard Hotel,

12:30 o�clock, P. M.

Chairman Moon, of Virginia: I am instructed by
the V irginia commission to present to you the following
communication :

The Virginia commission have considered the sug-
gestion of the VVest Virginia commission for an adjourn-
ment of the conference between the two commissions.

If it is the purpose of the VVest �Virginia commission
to insist that the joint conference shall embrace a consid-
eration dc 420720 of the entire case, both as to principal
and interest involved, then the Virginia commission can
perceive no advantage to result from further negotia-
tions. The Virginia commission cannot recede from their
views as heretofore announced to the VVest Virginia com-
mission in respect to the matters to be embraced in the
conference between the two commissions. _

VVith this understanding it consents to the adjourn-
ment of the conference to Tuesday, August 12, 1913, at
10 o�clock A. M., at the New VVillard Hotel, Washington.
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Conference Room of the Virginia Commission,
New V/Villard Hotel,

3:00 o�clock, P. M.

Chairman Mason, of the West Virginia commission,
appeared before the Virginia commission and presented
the following resolution :.

The �West Virginia commission acknowledge the re�
ceipt of the communication from the Virginia commis-
sion concurring in the suggested adjournment upon cer-
tain terms and conditions, which terms and conditions &#39;
the West Virginia commission declines to be bound by.
We, however, agree to the time and place of adjourn-
ment suggested by you and insist that this adjournment
shall be, and is, without terms or conditions and without
prejudice to the rights of either party.

(After an informal discussion, the conference at
3:30 o�clock P, M., adjourned to meet on Tuesday, Au-
gust 12, 1913, at 10 o�clock A. M., at the New VVi1lard
Hotel, Washington, D. C.)

Correct: _

JOHN B. MOON,

Chairman Virginia Commission.



In the Supreme Court of the United States

No. 2. Original. October Term, 1913.

COMMONVVEALTH OF �VIRGINIA,

vs.

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA.

In Equity.

MOTION OF THE COMPLAINANT.

SUPPLEMENT TO RECORD,

The following correspondence having taken� place
since the preparation of the notice given in this case,
which is returnable on the �rst day of the October term of
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the court, 1913, is submitted by way of supplement to the
record presented in the said notice, to-Wit:

(Copy)
FAIRMONT, WEST VIRGINIA,

September 22, 1913.
My DEAR SIR:

I am instructed by a sub-committee of the West Vir-
ginia commission, appointed by the Governor of that
State to negotiate a settlement, in accordance with the
suggestions of the Supreme Court of the United States,
of the controversy between the States of Virginia and
West Virginia, relative to the settlement of the Virginia
debt, to say to you, and through you to the Virginia com-
mission, that the West Virginia commission has in course
of preparation a proposition to be presented to your com-
mission at the earliest moment; but that it will yet re-
quire some three or four months time in Which to put
said proposition in �nal and intelligent form. I cordially
endorse the recommendation of the sub-committee and
hope it will be agreeable to your commission to consider
the same favorably.

In the meantime, if your commission should desire
to submit any suggestions or propositions to this com-
mission, looking to the same end, We would gladly and
Without unnecessary delay, consider the same.

With great respect, I remain,
Yours, etc., 1 

     
     JOHN W. MASON,

� Chairman West Vii*gi.nia, Commission.
HON. J. B. Moon,

Chairnian Virginia Debt Commission,
Charlottesville, Virginia.
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(Copy) 
     
     September 24, 1913.
JUDGE JOHN VV. MAsoN,

Chairmcm West Virginia Debt Commission,
Fairmont, West Virginia.

MY DEAR SIB:

Your favor of tlie 22d inst., reached me this morning.
Last Saturday, the 20th, the Virginia debt commission
had a conference with the Attorney General of �Virginia,
and concluded that under present conditions the only
course left open to us was to press for an order speeding
the cause in the Supreme Court, of which the Attorney
General of Virginia has, I presume, already noti�ed your
Attorney General,

I do not know that this would prevent further nego-
tiations if your commission is in a position to enter into
an agreement which would be effective, but no under-
standing having been reached after you called off our
proposed meeting of August 12th, the Virginia commis-
sion did not see that there was anything left for them to

I do except to ask for some �nal adjudication of any mat-
ter which was possibly left open in the last decision of
the Supreme Court.

I am sure you will pardon my adverting to the fact
that more than two years and a half ago, (March 6th,
1911) the court referred the interest question and any
other matter of detailed computation to the two States
for their possible agreement and we promptly sent a sub-
committee to your State, who returned without being
able to accomplish any results.

Our commission therefore felt constrained to ask for

some conclusion of the question of interest involved in
I the controversy and requested our Attorney General to

act accordingly, though I do not know that this would
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preclude an agreement, if one could be arrived at in the:

premises. 
     
     Yours very truly, 

     
     JOHN B. MOON.

JBM|CP

Respectfully submitted, 
     
     SAMUEL VV. WILLIAMS,

Attorney General of Virginia.
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COMMONVVEALTH OF VIRGINIA, Complainant,

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, Defeivdant.

IN EQUITY.

NOTE OF ARGUMENT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLA1NANT�s Mo-

TION THAT THE COURT SHALL PROCEED TO ADJUDICATE

ALL UNDEOIDED QUESTIONS IN THE CAUsE.

The exhibits printed with this motion will inform
the Court of the failure of all efforts so far made looking
to any adjustment by agreement between the two states
of the matters not determined by the decision pro-
nounced on the 6th of March, 1911 (220 U. S., p. 1).

It is pertinent to the present motion to recall that
this cause had been already pending in this Court for
more than �ve years When that decision Was rendered,
and had then been repeatedly and exhaustively argued
by counsel, and considered by the Court upon the mate-
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rial issues presented in the pleadings, or evolved in the
various stages of the litigation as it progressed; that the
defendant was represented all through the litigation by
some of the most learned and most resourceful lawyers
in America, who made every defense which could be sug-
gested by trained and alert minds fully inforined as to
the facts of the case; that the case had been referred to
a learned and able Special Master, who, aided by expert
accountants, and after months of intelligent and unre-
mitting labor, and after hearing and considering all that
counsel for the parties could bring to his attention, had
made the �ndings upon which the Court in large measure
based its decision.

The decision thus made settled that VVest Virginia
had assumed and owes an equitable portion of the com-
mon: debt of undivided Virginia; and it settled the basis
and principles upon which the amount of the principal
of that debt should be ascertained.

It went further and applying those principles to the
�gures as computed by the Court ascertained the share
of the principal sum due by West Virginia� to be $7,-
182,507.46. Virginia V. West Virginia, 220 U. S. 1-35.

The Court forebore to decide what was the extent or
measure of West Virginia�s liability to pay interest upon *
her equitable share of the common interest�bearing debt
of the unsevered Commonwealth.

That question alone was distinctly referred back to
the two states for friendly compromise -and adjustment
between them, if possible.

That question was unquestionably reserved for fu-
ture consideration and decision by the Court after a
reference to the Special Master, in the event that the two
litigants should fail or be unable to agree upon terms
for its adjustment.

No other question was expressly or distinctly re-
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ferred back to these litigants by the Court, though there
was a reservation, in the opinion of the Court, as to the
�nality [and precise accuracy of the computation by
which the Court, applying the principles it approved to
the �gures it adopted, had reached the mathematical re�
sult stated.

Besides the foregoing, it does not appear that there
were any controverted questions reserved by the terms
of the Court�s decision, and the only one of these which
was distinctly referred to the two states for adjustment,
was that as to Wlest V irginia�s liability for interest.

The Commonwealth of Virginia, in obedience to the
recommendation of this Court, transmitted a copy of
this decision, to the Governor of Vllest Virginia on May
2d, 1911, with the request that he would lay it before the
Legislature of VVest Virginia, then soon to assemble, to
the end that provision might be made for the conference
between the two states as recommended by the Court.
No response having been made to this communication,
and no action having been taken by any of the consti-
tuted authorities of We~st Virginia. with reference to the
overtures so made by the Commonwealth of Virginia for
the conference above referred to, the Commonwealth of
Virginia moved this Court at the October Term, 1911, in
"accordance with the alternative suggestion made in its
decision, to speed the cause by referring it to the Master
to make and report such calculations as might be neces-
sary for a �nal decree. On the 30th of October, 1911,
the Court rendered its decision (222 U. S., page 17) on
the motion of the complainant to speed the cause, over-
ruling said motion On the ground that �the time had not
come for granting it,� the Court being of opinion that
the authorities of West Virginia should be allowed, if
they saw �t, to await the regular session of the Legisla-

V ture to take action on the Court�s recommendation for
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a joint conference between the two states. But the
Court, in extending this indulgence to West Virginia,

, nevertheless, declared that �a question like the present
should be disposed of without undue delay.�

The Legislature of West Virginia met in regular
session on the . . . . . . . . day of January, 1913, and on the
21st of February adopted as joint resolution in words and
�gures following:

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES SUBSTITUTE FOR

HOUSE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE JOINT

RESOLUTION NO. 5.

(Adopted February 21, 1913.)

Creating a commission, known as the Virginia debt com-
mission, to provide for arranging and settling with the
commonwealth of Virginia the proper proportion of
the public debt of the original commonwealth of V ir-
ginia, if any should be borne by West Virginia, to take
into consideration all matters arising between the
commonwealth of Virginia and the state of West Vir-
ginia in reference to said original public debt, and to
report its proceedings to the governor of the state.

WHEREAS, The commonwealth of Virginia instituted
a. suit in the supreme court of the United States against
the state of West Virginia, to have the state of West V ir-
ginia�s proportion of the public debt of Virginia as it
stood before one thousand eight hundred and siXty�one,
-ascertained and satis�ed; and,

WHEREAS, At the October term, one thousand nine
hundred and ten, the supreme court of the United States
made a �nding that the share of the principal debt of
the original commonwealth of Virginia to be borne by
the state of West Virginia, was seven million one hun-
dred and eighty�two thousand six hundred and seven dol-
lars and fort_v�siX cents; and,
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WHEREAs, Said court did not fully and �nally decide
the question involved, but suggested that such proceed-
ings and negotiations should be had between the states
upon all the questions involved in said litigati-on, as

� might lead to a settlement of the same; therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of West Viirgiwta, the House of
Delegates e0%eu»rM&#39;ng _therem:
That a commission of eleven members, known as the

Virginia debt commission, is_ hereby created. The
members of said commission shall be appointed by the
governor, two of whom shall be chosen from each con-
gressional district of the state, and one at large, not
more than six of whom shall belong to any one political
part_v, and all resignations or vacancies in the said com-
mission as they occur shall be �lled by the appointment
of the governor. V

Said commission is authorized and directed to nego-
tiate with the commonwealth of Virginia, or with any
person or committee owning or holding any part of the
said indebtedness for a settlement of West Virginia�s
proportion of the debt of the original commonwealth of
Virginia proper, to be borne by the state of West Vir«
ginia.

The commission is hereby directed to ascertain and
report upon and give the utmost publicity to all the facts
in relation to the pending suit instituted against the
state of West Virginia by the commonwealth of Virginia,
and to ascertain and report upon and give like publicity
to all the facts and conditions under which the West Vir-
ginia certi�cates are held or owned, together with the
names and residences of the persons having the legal or
equitable right to receive from West Virginia whatever
may be ascertained to be payable thereon.

To ascertain and report as to any part of the Vir-
ginia debt claimed against the state of West Virginia,
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which is owned or l1eld or claimed to be due, at law or in
equity, by the commonwealth of Virginia in her own �
right; and having made the investigation required here-
by, said commission is authorized and directed to nego�e
tiate with the commonwealth of Virginia for a settlement
of VVest Virginia�s proportion of the debt of the original
commonwealth of Virginia proper, to be borne by the
state of VVest Virginia.

A majority of said commission shall have authority
to act. The commission shall choose its chairman and

appoint its secretary and other necessary of�cers.
The expenses properly incurred by the commission,

and its individual members, including compensation of
said members at the rate of ten dollars per day for the
time actually employed, shall be paid by the state out of�
the moneys appropriated for said purpose.

The commission shall make a report to the governor
as soon as practicable, and upon receipt of said report
the governor shall convene the legislature for the con-
sideration of the same. �

The commission is hereby authorized to sit within or
without the state and to send for papers and records,
and to examine witnesses under oath.

Pursuant to this resolution the Governor of VVest

Virginia appointed the eleven members of the West Vir-
ginia Commission therein provided for, and on the 25th»
of July the commissions of the two states met in joint
conference, and the proceedings of said joint conference,
stenographically reported, are �led as Exhibit B with
the printed motion of the complainant.

With profound regret We have to show the Court�
that West Virginia has failed to accede to the sugges-
tions of the Court and the invitations of Virginia, re-�
peatedly made and urged by her representatives, in�
obedience to the views and suggestions of the Court.
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As will be seen from the stenographic report of the
conferences and communications between the commis-
sioners of the two states, the West Virginia Commission
would agree to no negotiations with Virginia unless, ig-
noring the decisions of this Court and all the Vast ex-
penditure of time, labor, and money, which it cost the
parties to reach that result, the Virginia Commission
would agree that, surrendering the just rights under that
decision of Virginia and her creditors represented by
her�, the whole case, and all the questions which had been,
or could be, raised in the case, should be opened up and
considered ole noyo just as though no decision had been
made by the Court.

The Court will see from the frank and explicit state-
ments made by the Chairman of the West Virginia Com-
mission, speaking for and by authority of that Commis�
sion, that the only basis upon which that Commission
was willing to negotiate, was that the whole subject mat-«
ter of the controversy between the two states should be
opened up and gone into, by the two commissions cle
novo; and that even that should be alone without any par-
pose or power on the part of the West Virginia Commis-
sion to settle anything, to determine anything, or bind
West Virginia to pay one dollar of either principal or
interest.

This abundantly appears from the record of the joint
conferences between the two commissions printed with
this motion. (See pages 14, 26, 27, 31, 32, 39, 41, 43, 44,
45, and 46, of motion.)

The Virginia Commission was prepared, and was
empowered, with the approval of the Attorney�Ge.ne1-al
of the Commonwealth, to negotiate and to make a com-
promise settlement with West Virginia, both of the rate
and amount of interest to be paid by West Virginia, and

- of the time and mode of payment of both principal and
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interest, or to agree a lump sum which VVest �Virginia
might pay, in discharge of her entire liability, including
principal and interest as of the date of such agreement;
and to agree that the terms of any such �nal adjustment
should be embodied in a consent decree to be entered by
this Court in this cause; but they could not with �delity
to the trust devolved upon them, or with due respect for
the Court, agree to ignore the decisions of this Court,
and all the work done in this case, and embark upon an
inquiry which meant nothing but hopeless and inde�nite
delay. They could not consent to take the �case out of
the hands of the Court, and refer all questions de move
to the decision of the two commissions.

If there were no other insuperable objections to such
a course the inevitable delay which such a procedure
would involve would be su�ficieiit.

It must be remembered, however, that the West Vir-
ginia Commission was not only unwilling to agree to con-
duct any negotiation which was limited to the question
actually referred by this Court back to the two states
for adjustment, but was powerless to make may agree-
ment which would bind West Virginia in any particular;
that they were clothed, in the language of their Chair-
man, with �only limited advisory power,� or powers of
inquiry, and could do nothing which would settle any-
thing. Even if the West Virginia Commission should
reach a conclusion, and it should begsuch a result� as the
Virginia Commission could accept, it would not bind
West Virginia. It would settle nothing, but would leave
the whole matter to be fought over in the West Virginia
Legislature, and before the people of that state on the
hustings and at the polls. Nor can we, in this connec-
tion, overlook the fact that the people of West Virginia
have, for a generation, been taught to believe that West
Virginia does not owe, and, whether she owes or not,



ARGUMENT IN SUPPORT� or MOTION 61

can not be compelled to pay one dollar of this debt.
If, therefore, the Virginia Commission entered into

negotiation with the West Virginia Commission, it must
be upon unequal terms, for, while the Virginia Commis-
sion could with the concurrence of her Attorney�General
commit Virginia, the West Virginia Commission could
not bind West Virginia to any proposal, or any terms
whatever.

Although any negotiation under such conditions
would be unfair to Virginia, yet such was the desire of
her representatives to do all in their power to bring
about a settlement of this controversy that the Virginia
Commission was willing to enter upon a conference with
the West Virginia Commission for the purpose of ad
justing, if possible, the question of interest, which, under
the facts and circumstances of this case, because of West

Virginia�s delay in making any settlement, constitutes
the largest item of Virginia�s equita.ble claim against
VVest Virginia; but the VVest Virginia Commission de-

�clined to enter into any negotiation upon any such basis,
and insisted upon the condition tha.t any negotiation
should embrace de novo the whole question of West Vir-
ginia�s liability, �if any,� principal and interest.

It must be apparent from wha.t transpired between
the two commissions that no satisfactory result could
have been reached by negotiation, whether it was unlim-
ited in its scope, or limited to the question of interest,
and that any efforts along either line would only lead to
delay, as anythin.g~which the West Virginia Commission
might conclude would be merely �advisory,� and would
have to go back to the Legislature and people of West
Virginia.

The West Virginia commissioners were undoubtedly
constrained� by the terms of the Act from which they de-
rived their existence and their powers.
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The terms of that Act are such a.s:

(1) To give the Commission created under it no
powers to even negotiate with the Virginia Commission
until there had been compliance with certain remarkable
conditions, which could serve no purpose except delay;

(:2) To so limit the powers of the Commission,
which it created, as to make them merely inquisitorial
and to a �limited� extent �advisory,� so as to discour-
age any hope that any adjustment or settlement would
ever result from any negotiation between it and the Vir-
ginia Commission, if the latter should be willing to enter
into a negotiation upon such unequal terms.

(3) To require that such negotiation should em»
brace the entire subject matter of the whole original
controversy between the two states; namely, in the lan-
guage of the Resolution of the VVest Virginia Legisla-
ture, the �Settlement of VVest Virginia�s proportion of
the debt of the origina.l Commonwealth of Virginia
proper, to be borne by West Virginia.�

A careful reading of that Act is all that will be
needed to show the justice of the foregoing criticism.

Tlihe preamble declares that it is the purpose of the
Act to create a Commission and provide for arranging
and settling the �proper proportion� of the public debt
of the original Commonwealth of Virginia, �if any,
which should be borne by West Virginia,� and �to take
into consideration all matters arising between the Com-
monwealth of Virginia and the state of West, Virginia in
reference to said original public debt.�

The following paragraphs of said Joint Resolution
de�ne the powers of the Commission to be created pur�
suant to its terms:

�Said commission is authorized and directed
to negotiate with the Commonwealth of Virginia,
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or with any p¬�1"804�l/~ or committee owning or hold-
mg any part of the said indebtedness for a settle-
ment of West Virginia�s proportion of the debt of

- the Original Commonwealth of Virginia proper, to
be borne by the State of VVest Virginia.

�The commission is hereby directed� to ascer-
tain and report upon and give the utmost publicity
to all facts in relation to the pending suit insti-
tuted against the State of West Virginia by the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and to ascertain and

1 report upon and give like publicity to all of the
i facts and conditions under which the �Vest Vir-

« ginia certi�cates are held or owned, together with
&#39; the names and residences of the persons having

the legal or equitable right to receive from West
Virginia whatever may be ascertained to be pay-
able thereon.

�To ascertain and report as to any part of the
Virginia debt claimed against the State of V/lest
Virginia, which is owned or held or claimed to be
due, at law or in equity, by the Commonwealth of
Virginia in her own right; and having made the
investigation required hereby, said commission is
authorized and directed to negotiate with the Com-
monwealth of Virginia for a settlement of VV-est
Virginia�s proportion of the debt of the origliizil
Commonwealth of Virginia proper, to be borne by
the State of �Vest Virginia.

�A majority of said commission shall have
_ authority to act. The commission, shall choose its

chairman and appoint its secretary and other nec-
essary officers.

�Cllhe commission shall make a report to the
governor as soon as practicable, and upon the re-
ceipt of said report the governor shall convene the
legislature for the consideration of the same.�

It is manifest that the �Commission is given merely
inquisitorial and ministerial powers; powers which its

_ distinguished Chairman described, as stated in a former
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part of this brief, as �advisory,� though that de�nition
is hardly justified by the extraordinary language of the
Resolution. .

It is true the Commission is empowered to �negoti-
ate,� but that is as far as they can go. Any proposition
for a settlement which might result from such negotia-
tion would not bind any body (unless indeed, Virginia,
should be bound).

So far as VVest Virginia is concerned, it would not
even have the force or dignity of a proposal. It would
be merely a suggestion or recommendation from her
commission, as to which the only function of the Com-
mission would be to report it to the Governor of West
Virginia, who would lay it before the lVest Virginia
Legislature, which he would thereupon convene. It
would have neither force nor effect unless, and until, it�
should be approved and adopted by that legislature.

That body, made up of many men of many minds,
might approve the Commission�s Report possibly; or
they might make material amendments in it and adopt it
as thus modi�ed; or they might repudiate it entirely and
appoint another commission to �negotiate�; or, what is
not improbable, they might submit it by a referendum to
a popular vote.

The Court has said, �the conference suggested by
the Court is a conference in the cause�-not for an inde-
pendent compromise out of Court, but an attempt to se-t-
tle a decree.� (Va. V. T47. Va., 222 U. S. 17.) The Reso-
lution of the Legislature of West Virginia fails to re-
spond in any particular to this declared purpose of the
Court in suggesti�g this co-nclgerence. The terms of the
Resolution not only prohibit the Commission from con-
senting to a decree, but from consenting to anything
else, and absolutely preclude the hope that any progress
can be made towards a settlemnt of this controversy
through the means suggested by the Court.
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But perhaps an equally fatal vice in this West Vir« g
ginia enactment is that by its express terms the Commis»
sion it creates is powerless even to �negotiate,� until it
has done certain other things and ascertained certain
facts, some of which it may require months or years to
ascertain, if, indeed, they can ever be determined.

It makes no difference that these facts, or their as-
certainment, are absolutely irrelevant to any question as
to the nature and extent of West Virginia�s liability to V
pay an equitable portion of the principal and interest of
the debt. This Resolution is the only power of attorney
under which said Commission can act at all, and its
functions and powers are absolutely limited by the terms
of that Resolution, even though those terms and condi-
tions should be unreasonable and absurd.

If the language of the Resolution means anything, it
requires said Commission:

� (1) To ascertain and report upon and give
the utmost publicity to all facts in relation to the
pending snit instituted against the State of West
Virginia by the Commonwealth of Virginia, and
to report upon and give like publicity to all of the
facts and c0nd&#39;it_ions under Which the West Vir-
ginia certi�cates are held and owned, together
with the names and residences of the persons hav-
ing a legal or equitable right to receive from West
Virginia whatever may be ascertained to be pa»y~
able thereon»,-� and,

� (2) To ascertain and report as to any part
of the Virginia debt claimed against the State of
West Virginia, which is owned by the C&#39;0nirn0n�
wealth of Virginiia in her own right.�

And then follows this extraordinary provision:

� . . . and ha.vin g made the investigation
reaiirired hereby, said Commission is authorized
and directed to negotiate with the Commonwealth
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of Virginia for a settlement of West V irginia�s
proportion of the debt of the original Common-
wealth of Virginia proper, to be borne by the
State of �West Virginia.�

It is manifest from this language of the Resolution
that the V\/est Virginia Commission is powerless even to
negotiate with Virginia, until it has made and completed
the investigation directed by the Resolution to be made.

Any negotia.tion between that Commission and the
Virginia Commission was, and will be, ultra viires as to
the West Virginia Commission, until it has completed
said investigation.

It matters not that said investigation can throw no
possible light upon the question of VVest Virginia�s lia-
bility; or that it is entirely foreign to the purpose of the
Court in suggesting this conference; or that it will lead
to inde�nite delay. I ta scripta. est lens, which de�nes the
Comn1ission�s power to �negotiate,� and that require-
ment must be, to say the least, substantially complied
with before the V\7est Virginia Commission could enter
upon any negotiation with Virginia for any settlement
of West Virginia�s share of the debt.

The branch of the investigation, requiring the ascer-
tainment of all the facts in relation to the pending suit,
is so vaguely de�ned in the Resolution, that it is difficult
to understand what is meant by it. But all the facts in
regard to that suit, whatever that may mean and how-
ever irrelevant and valueless, must be investigated by
the Commission before it can begin to negotiate with

Virginia.
The bill and exhibits in the cause show the facts,

�under which the West Virginia certi�cates are held,�
but the ownership of these certi�cates is constantly
changing, and, in the nature of things, it would be diffi-
cult, expensive, and indeed, impossible to ascertain the
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�names and residences� of the owners at any given
date. This is, therefore, not only an irrelevant, but an
impracticable condition precedent, which the West Vir~
ginia Resolution requires to be performed before her
Commission is authorized to begin negotiations.

The portion of the debt �claimed against the State
of VVest Virginia, which is owned by the Commonwealth
of Virginia in her own right,� can be ascertained from
the records, but that is a matter of no interest to West
Virginia, and would be absolutely valueless in determin-
ing her liability in this cause. Nevertheless, the West
Virginia Resolution makes the investigation of the facts
as to Virginia�s interest in her own right a. condition pre�
cedent to any negotiations with Virginia.

Tliese provisions of the Resolution are but added
proof of the impossibility of any settlement with VVest
Virginia ever being reached under that enactment.

On behalf of the Virginia Debt Commission, of the
counsel for Virginia in this cause and of the Common-
wealth whom they represent, we beg to express deep
regret that the efforts of Virginia to bring about a set-
tlement with Vfest Virginia, in accordance with the sug-
gestions of the Court, have met with no success. Can-
dor also requires us to say that there is nothing in the
situation which justi�es the hope that any adjustment
Will, or can ever, be made between the parties litigant�~a

� condition for which Virginia is in no degree responsible.
In these circumstances, the complainant, the Com-

�: monwealth of Virginia, submits that there is no rational
ground to hope for any advantage to result from fur-

, ther negotiations, and we respectfully submit that the
[time has come for the cause to be speeded, and to that

end, we earnestly ask that it may be referred to the Mas-
ter, with instructions to ascertain and report forthwith
to the Court the amount of interest which the State of
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West Virginia should be required to pay on the principal
sum already ascertained by the Court, and to make such
other calculations as may be necessary to a �nal decree.

Respectfully submitted,
SAMUEL W. W1LLIAMs,

Att0mey�Ge%eml of Virgmia.

VVILLIAM A. ANDERSON,
JOHN B. MOON,

RANDOLPH HARRISON,
Of Counsel for Virginia.

October 6, 1913.
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COMMONWEALTII OF VIRGINIA

123.

STATE OF VVEST VIRGINIA.

BRIEF FOR THE BONDHOLDING CREDITORS.

This motion seeks to have the court determine the

questions left open in the opinion of the court delivered
herein by Mr. Justice Holmes on March 6, 1911, and to
have the court enter a �nal decree.

The concluding paragraph of the opinion begins as
�follows: I

�We have given our decision with respect to
the basis of liability and the share of the principal
of the debt of V irginia» that West Virginia as-
sumed. Inany event, before We could put our
judgment in the form of a �nal decree there
would be �gures to be agreed upon or to be as-
certained by reference to a master. Among other

.
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things there still remains the question of interest.
Whether any int-erest is due, and if due from
what time it should be allowed and at what rate
it should be computed, are matters as to which
there is a serious controversy in the record, and
concerning which there is room for a wide diverg-
ence of opinion. There are many elements to
be taken into account onithe one side and on
the other. The circumstances of the asserted de-
fault and the conditions surrounding the failure
earlier to procure a determination of the princi-
pal sum payable, including the question of laches
as to either party, would require to be considered.
A long time has elapsed. Wherever the responsi-
bility for the delay might ultimately be placed, or
however it might be shared, itwould be a severe
result to capitalize charges for half a century�-
such a thing hardly could happen in a private case
analogous to this.�

In the following pages we shall try to show the court
that VVest Virginia is liable for interest, and that the
time for which she is liable for interest and the rate at

which it should be computed are matters as to which
there is no controversy in the record. All the facts bear-
ing upon the question of the amount of interest for
which West Virginia is liable are contained in paragraph
1 of the master�s report and are acquiesced in by West
Virginia. All the facts bearing upon the circumstances
of VVest �Virginia�s default and the conditions surround-
ing the failure earlier to procure a determination of the
principal sum payable, including the question of laches
as to either party are admitted by West Virginia, and
we shall rely exclusively on West Virginia�s admissions
in discussing this portion of the case. The result which we .
reach does not attempt to capitalize charges for half a
century, but merely imposes interest according to the
tenor of the bonds up to their maturity. We do not ask
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as much from West Virginia in the ,way ofthe perform-
anc&#39;e of her promise to pay her share as Virginia has
already done in regard to her proportion. Further delay
is useless. 1

At the recent meeting of the two States at Washing-
ton on July 25, 1913, the proposition of Chairman Ma-
son, of the W&#39;est Virginia. commission, to the Virginia
commission was as follows:

�It makes no difference which has the �rst.
say or which has the last say. We might make it
a low �gure, practically nothing, and then simply
negotiate. It is our idea of procedure.� (p. 40).."

The �rst governor of West �Virginia in his �rst mes-
sage to the �rst legislature of that State said:

�The Constitution provides that this State
shall assume an equitable proportion of the debt
of Virginia, prior to the �rst day of January,
1861, but no settlement can be made at present,
and when it is made our �equitable proportion�
cannot be much.� (W. Va. Brief, Jan., 1911, p.
12).

�West Virginia�s position in regard to the payment
of her proportion of the debt is now as it was at the
�rst meeting of her legislature and ever since has been~
hot how, but later, cmcl not much then.

VVe shall present this subject of vital importance to
the bondholding creditors of Virginia, located as they
are throughout the World, and Waiting over 50 years for-
realization upon this portion of their property under the
following headings: The Case �l�4/t This Court; The Pro-
ceedings of the Two Commissions cot l/VCl�8h�l4�lgt0�l�b, July
:25, 1913; The E�orts of West Vtrgtmav to Determine and
Settle Her Proportioh of the Debt; The E�orts of Vir-
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ginia to Settle the Controversy and West Virginia�s Ex»-
cuses for Failure to Meet Virginia; West Virginia is
Liable for Interest; The Amount of Interest Which
West Virginia Legally Owes is $14,055,962.56; If West
�Virginia Should Pay Principal and Interest Upon Her
Proportion of the Debt in the Same Pro Rata Amount
Which Virginia Has Paid upon Her Proportion, or if
West Virginia Should Scale Both Principal and Interest
in the Same Way that the Various Funding Acts of Vir-
ginia Provided, or if West Virginia Should Pay Interest
for 34 Years, as Provided in Her Constitution, the
Amount Would be More than the Amount PVe Ask for.

Before proceeding to discuss the various points out-
lined above we wish v-ery respectfully, but very emphatic-
ally, to call the attention of the court to the fact that
�there is no controversy in the record about the facts-
Which determine the question of interest nor the facts
bearing upon the circumstances of the default, the fail-
ure earlier to procure a determination of the principal
sum payable or the question of laches. These facts are
all either admitted by West Virginia or found by the
master in his report and acquiesced in by VVest Virginia.
The only question in the case anywhere is as to the legal
effect of the already admitted and determined facts.

POINT ONE.

The Case in This Court.

The bill in this suit was filed on leave of the court in
February of 1906. The defendant �led a �demurrer and
later an amended demurrer, and after full argument in
March of 1907 Mr. Chief Justice Fuller delivered the
unanimous opinion of the court overruling the demurrer.
West Virginia filed her answer. The case was again fully



BRIEF FOR BoNnHoLD1.\&#39;G CREDITORS . 73

argued before this court and on May 4, 1908, a decree
was entered referring the cause to a master. VVest Vir-
ginia afterwards� asked that the decree of reference be
modi�ed in several particulars, and the court acceded to
her request in one respect and later on, June 1, 1908, ap-
pointed Hon. Charles E. Little�eld as special master un-
-der the decree. He proceeded to take the evidence of the
parties at Richmond, Va., between Nov. 16, 1909, and
July 2, 1909, and afterwards the parties agreed upon sub-
stantially all the accounts taken under the various para-
graphs of the decree as appears from the joint exhibits
of the parties, all signed by their respective accountants.
After that the case was very fully argued before the
master in New York city in November and December,
1909, and on March 17, 1910, the master made his report.
The case was not heard before this court upon the mas-

� � ter�s report until January, 1911, and on March 6, 1911,
�Mr. Justice Holmes delivered the opinion of the court, in
which the court gave its decision in respect to the basis
of liability and the share of the principal debt of Virginia
that VVest Virginia assumed, but left open among other
things the question of interest. Virginia at once sought
a conference with VVest �Virginia to determine the ques-
tion of interest; but West Virginia, although abundant
time remained for her governor to insert this matter in

1 V a supplementary call to her legislature, which had al-
ready been called to meet in special session, declined to
take the matter up with Virginia at this time. There-
upon Virginia moved this court on October 9, 1911, to
determine. the questions left open in the opinion of March
16, 1911, and to enter a �nal decree. The court denied
this application (222 U. S., 17). After the failure of the
-commissions of the two States to reach any result at

q their joint meeting in Washington on July 25, 1913, Vir-
0 gginia again asks this court to proceed with the determina-&#39;
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tion of the questions left open and to enter a �nal de�&#39;
cree. The case is now over 7 years old and the contro-
versy is over 50 years old. There has been no surprise.
The case has been fully argued on the demurrer and
again on the application to appoint a master and a third
time upon the master�s report, after taking testimony
for a period covering nearly two years, and after both
States had agreed upon, and their respective accountants
had signed joint accounts under, each paragraph of the
decree.

VVest Virginia has been represented in this case by
Hon. John G. Carlisle, Hon. John C. Spooner, eX�Grover�
nor Dawson, Prof. Chas. E. Hogg, Mr. VV. Mollohan, Mr.
Geo. VV. Mc:Clintic, Mr. W. S. Matthews, and by three-
Attorney Generals.

VVest Virginia has had two years and a half to con-
sider the instructions of this court in regard to a joint.
conference to settle the question of interest. Her proposi-
tion at that conference was to begin the discussion of her I
liability all over again just as if the suit had not been?
[brought and earnestly defended by her for seven years-

�VVe might make it a low �gure, practically�
nothing, and then simply negotiate. It is our idea:
of procedure.� (p. 40).

This is the proposition of the West Virginia chair»-
man at VVashington.

POINT Two.

The Proceccle�zgs of the Two Commissions at Waishting-A
ton, July 25, 1.913.

The VVest. Virginia legislature at its last regular"
session adopted a joint resolution on February 21, 1913;.
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which, after reciting that this court had made a �nding
&#39; in this suit that the -share of the principal debt of the
original Commonwealth of Virginia to be borne by the
State of West Virginia was $7,182,607.46, recit~ed further
that this court did not fully and �nally decide the ques-
tion involved, but suggested that such proceedings and
negotiations should be had between the two States upon
all the questions involved in said litigation as might lead
to a settlement of the same, and then resolved that a
commission of 11 members should be appointed by the
governor, which commission was authorized and directed
to negotiate with Virginia or her bondholding creditors
or their committee and report to the governor, and upon
receipt of the report the governor should again convene
the legislature for consideration of the same. The gov�
ernor appointed a commission of 11 members. Hon.
John VV. Mason, of Fairmont, VOL, was chosen as
chairman of the commission. The commissions, after
correspondence between the governors bf the two States,
met at Washington on July 25, 1913, but Virginia was
unwilling to meet �Vest Virginia�s proposal and VVest
Virginia was unwilling to �meet Virginia�s proposal, and
so on. July 26, 1913, the meeting adjourned to meet again
at the same place on August 12, 1913. Before this meet-
ing was held, however, it was called off by West Virginia,
and no subsequent meeting has since been held.

Virginia took the position at the meeting that, ex-
cept for arithmetical errors in calculations, the basis of
liability of the share of the principal of the debt of Vir-
ginia that West Virginia assumed was determined by
this court in its decision of March 6, 1911, and she there«
fore refused to treat with West Virginia in regard to
the amount of principal which West Virginia owed. Vir--
ginia offered, however, to discuss the question of interest
with West Virginia and expressed her willingness to
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consider any proposition which West Virginia might
care to make, either in settlement of the interest or in�
settlement of the whole debt, principal as well as inter-
est. VVest Virginia, on the other hand, declined to make
any proposition, either in settlement of the interest or of
the whole debt, principal and interest, and she insisted
upon going into the whole question anew from the begin-
ning just as if this question had not been litigated for
the last seven years. The position taken by West Vir-
ginia at the joint conference is clearly shown from the
following quotations taken from the remarks of �Chair-
man Mason, of VVest �Virginia: &#39;

�Chairman MAsoN, of VVest Virginia: Re~
ferring to the resolutions which have just been
presented to us on behalf of the Commission of
�Virginia, I would say for the Commission of
VVest Virginia that it was not our expectation
that this conference was to be con�ned to the con-
sideration of only the question of interest. Our
idea had been that the scope of the conference
would be wider, and that we would confer to-
gether and take up the whole case, principal and
interest. We thought that was what we were to
meet here for.

�It is my understanding that we, as commis-
sioners representing the two States, have the
power to ascertain what is VVest Virginia�s equit-
able proportion of the debt, if anything.� (p.
14).

�Let me say a word as to another matter, if
you will indulge a personal allusion. I am one

» of the men who voted for that Constitution. I
am one of the men who made that promise. It
was my first Vote. VVe made that promise. I.
for one, have never had any inclination to, nor
never thought of retracting it. But, for �fty
years we have been asking, clamoring and de-
manding, trying in every way we knew how to get
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at the question of What is our equitable propor-
tion of that debt.� (p. 26).

% = &#39;~ 94$

�Mr. MASON: If you mean by that, gentle-
men, to get down to the concrete and say �West
Virginia will pay you so much money� or, �Vir-
ginia owes us so much money?� as to that we
already have had two statements of that account
in VVest Virginia. One statement brings West
Virginia out a little in debt. The gentlemen who
made that statement, the principal man who
made that report, was the old auditor of �Vir-
ginia for eight years. Since that report there is
another statement which says you owe us.� (p.
28 .

_�Cl1airman Moon, of Virginia: VVhat do We
understand by �the Whole matter�?

�Chairman MASON, of West Virginia: In-
terest and all; everything to go to the sub�com-
mittee; and let it thresh it out, and let it make
its report.

�Mr. HARRISON, of Virginia: You mean to
re�open the whole case and consider the ques-
tions de %0�U0. That is What you mean by �the
Whole matter,� I suppose?

�Chairman MASON, of �.Vest Virginia: That
is our View.� (p. 39).

?&#39;{< ..

�V\7e might. make it a low �gure, practically
nothing, and then simply negotiate. It is our idea
of procedure.� (p. 40).

>K< 7}? #5

�Chairman MAsoi\i. of W/Vest Virginia: I say,
the amount of the principal. We do not look at
it that Way. We want the Whole matter to be
taken up by the sub�~committees, to see just what
We ought to pay, if anything.�; (p. 41).

�Mr. HARRISON, of Virginia: You mean, by
�the Whole subject�inatter,� to re�open the Whole
case and consider the matters de M0220?�
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�Chairman MASON, of �Test Virginia: Yes,
sir, that is as far as the commissions are con-
cerned.� (p. 41).

From the foregoing it appears that VVest Virginia
Was not prepared to make or receive any proposition
in settlement of the interest due or in settlement of the

amount due, principal and interest, and was only willing
to deal with Virginia upon the basis that the Whole eon-
troversy should open anew from the beginning and all
the proceedings in this oaseshould go for nothing.

The attitude taken by Wlest Virginia at the joint
Her position, as stated by

her ehairrnan, is as follows: �

�VVe might make it a low �gure, practically
nothing, and then simply negotiate. It is our
idea of procedure.�

�lest Virginia�s brief, upon the �nal hea.ring of this
case after the master�s report, at page 12 contains the
quotation from the �rst governor of West Virginia in
his �rst message to the �rst legislature of that State,
which We also have quoted above. The governor said:

�No settlement can be made at present, and
when it is made our �equitable proportion� can-
not be much.�

A West Virginia committee, appointed in 1871, re-
ported that VVest Virginia�s share of the debt Was $953,-
360.23, but her legislature was unwilling to bind the
State for even this modest amount of liability and
repudiated the report. The Senate Finance Committee
of 1873 made a report instead, in which Virginia was
found indebted to West Virginia in the sum of $525,000.
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These were the two reports on the debt to which �Chair-
man Mason referred in his remarks quoted above.

Each legislature of VVest Virginia, from 1895 to
1905, inclusive, resolved that West Virginia owed noth-
ing on account. of the debt. Most of the resolutions
added that "West Virginia was unalterably opposed to
any negotiations on the subject. VVe shall discuss these
matters more particularly in our next point, but have
referred to them here for the purpose of showing that

� the position assumed by West Virginia at the joint con-
ference was not a new position, but the attitude she has
taken throughout whenever the question of her liability
for this debt has been called to her attention.

The �West Virginia view,

�No settlement can be made at present, and
when it is made our �equitable proportion� can-
not be much,� &#39;

is as old as VVest �Virginia herself. It is older. This
conception of liability in West Virginia antedates the
birth of the State itself. As long ago as the Constitu-
tional Convention of Virginia of 1829-30, Mr. Alexander
Campbell, remarking about it, measured West Virginia�s
liability in terms which have since become the Wheeling
ordinance and which were intended to make West Vir-

ginia�s share of the debt as remote, as shadowy, and as
small as calculation could make it.

VVest Virginia is wrong about the question of the
debt. She has told herself so many times that she does
not owe anything that she has come to believe that she
does not owe anything. Few of her citizens have yet
had the courage to tell West Virginia the truth. When
this court �nally �xes the amount due from West Vir-

T. ginia and enters its decree to that effect we all know



80 VIRGINIA v. Wnstr VIRGINIA

that the good people of V\/&#39;est Virginia will at once pro-
ceed to comply with the conditions of the decree.

As long ago as 1873 West Virginia recognized the
right of Virginia to determine this question in this court
(Report of the Senate Finance Committee of 1873, W.
Va. Comp, vol. 1, p. 491).

� Hon. John �W. Mason, the present chairman of the
VVest Virginia Commission, in a letter dated May 29,
1908, to Governor Dawson, of West Virginia, in regard
to the debt, wrote in part as follows:

�VVe hear much talk about compromise and
settlement out of court. All lawsuits arising out
of controversies of this character are simply in-
voluntary arbitration, and I know of no body of
men to whom this controversy can be submitted
with such con�dent assurance that it will be
fairly, properly and justly settled, as to the
&#39;Supreme.Court of the United States.� (VV. Va.
Comp, vol. 2, p. 383).

It is obvious from the foregoing that the ideas of
the people of &#39;Virginia and West Virginia are radically
different about the amount which West Virginia should
pay to the old creditors of Virginia, a11d that no amount
of mere time will bring them any nearer in their views.
The attitude of Vt/Test Virginia today is the attitude of
VVest Virginia 47 years ago, and the attitude oflthe peo- ,
ple who then lived in the present boundaries of Virginia ;
80 years ago.

POINT THREE.

The E�orts of West Virgima to Settle and Detemmh/Le
Her Proportion of the Debt.

All the facts bearing upon this point of our brief
are admitted by West Virginia. These admissions are
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- contained in the Appendix of the West Virginia Com-
pilation, VOl. 1, pp. 444-472, inclusive, and 490-496, inclu-
sive, in paragraph XI of her answer, and in pages 12-20,
inclusive, of "West Virginia�s brief on the �nal hearing
of this case after the master�s report. The extracts

_l from West Virginia�s Appendix and Answer and Brief
are printed at the end of this brief as Schedules 1, 2,
and 3.

From these admissions by VVest Virginia it appears
; that the �rst effort made by VVest Virginia to determine

her proportion of the debt was the appointment of a
committee of three men, known as the West Virginia
Debt Commissioners of 1871. The resolutions of the

7 West &#39;Virginia Legislature, upon which the then Grover-
nor Jacobs appointed Messrs. Bennett, Campbell, and
Jackson as commissioners, are found at pages 453-454
of the West Virginia Compilation, vol. 1, and their re-

d port appears on pages 457-489. It appears therefrom
and from the proceedings as stated in the appendix that
Virginia on several occasions prior to 1871 tried to in-
duce West Virginia to appoint commissioners to treat
directly with her commissioners, and that West Virginia
having always refused to do so the �Virginia legislature,
on February 11, 1871, adopted resolutions providing for
the settlement of the controversy by arbitration. Owing
to the fact that Virginia had provided for the settlement
of the controversy by arbitration, the Governor of V ir-
ginia declined to appoint commissioners to treat with
West Virginia, but these commissioners of West Vir-
ginia proceeded to Richmond on an independent ea; pamfe
investigation of their own, and they found West Vir-
ginia�s share of the Virginia debt to be $953,360.28.
These commissioners felt themselves aggrieved because
of the letter they received from the Second Auditor of
Virginia, and because of a reference to West Virginia�s
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attitude contained in Governor Walker�s. message to the
General Assembly of Virginia at the time. This letter of
the Second Auditor and this extract from the message of
the then Governor of Virginia have ever since been used
by West Virginia as excuses for her subsequent con-
duct. We quote them here:

�In reply to the foregoing communication
we received the following note at 5 o�clock on the
evening of the 16th of November, after a lapse of
two and a half days, and after we had abandoned
all hope of the assistance asked for in our letter,
and after. in fact, we were on the eve of our de-
parture for home:

�SECOND AUDm:oR�s OFFICE,
RICHMOND, Nov. 16, 1871.

�A. VV. CAMPBELL, Esq, &#39;
S�ecreta.1"y, céc.

�DEAR SIR: Yours of the 14th was received.

You ask me for a report upon a variety of ques-
tions connected with our public debt, the trans-
actions of the Board of Public VVorks in regard
to it, and the �nancial affairs of the State, which
it is understood of course you propose to use in
the contemplated. adjustment of the portion to be
paid by West Virginia of the debt

�To answer the questions propounded would
involve an amount of labor which we could� not be-»
stow on the subject.

�But, apart from this, I presume at an early
day this office will be called upon by the Execu-
tive or the General Assembly of Virginia for de-
tailed reports of all the matters referred to, which
will be available to you.

�The books and records of this office are open
to your inspection.

�I trust that in failing to respond �to your
inquiries you will not regard me as in any wise

\
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Wanting in of�cial courtesy to you or your associ-
ates. None, certainly, is intended.

�I have the honor to be,
�Most respectfully yours,

�AsA Rocnns. � �
3% >X< >/s a�(< * * =l(=

�NoW, if the authorities of West Virginia
entertained an earnest desire to make a sp&#39;eedy
and �nal settlement of this matter, Why did they
not accept our tender of arbitration? A mode of
settlement of such controversies universally rec-
ognized by both nations and individuals as right
and appropriate. Suppose" an equal number of
Commissioners appointed by each State, and
that they should meet and disagree upon any
or all points involved, who is to decide between
them? And yet, beyond a doubt, they would
radically disagree upon the �rst or chief point to
be settled, viz: the basis or principle upon which
the settlement should be made. But, suppose
that the Commissioners should �nally agree, does
any one suppose that their �nding Would be rati-
�ed by the legislatures of the two States, disa-
greeing as the people do radically upon the merits
of the question at issue? Of course not.� (W.
Va. Comp., vol. 1, pp. 461, 462, 463).

It must be borne in mind that Virginia had offered
* in 1867 and again in 1870 to settle directly with West

Virginia her proportion of the debt through Commis-
sioners and that West Virginia having declined both

. offers, Virginia had gone ahead and settled her propor-
� tion of the debt with her creditors on a basis satisfac-
� tory to the creditors and had proposed arbitration to
1 West �Virginia. What genuine exception can be taken
 to the letter of the Second Auditor or to this extract
~ from Governor Wa1ker�s message? The letter was fair
1� and the message was true.

The West Virginia Commissioners criticized �Vir-
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ginia for settling with her creditors without West Vir-
ginia; for �xing her share at two-thirds, and for com-
pounding interest on the debt. They criticized Virginia
for paying only tWo�thirds of her debt as too small a
proportion and then for compounding the interest as
making that proportion too large (VV. Va. Comp., p.
464). In paragraph XII of her answer, West Virginia
again makes the same complaint.

It seems to us a praiseworthy instead of a blame-
worthy thing, that Virginia so early settled with her
creditors upon a basis satisfactory to them, and if Vir-
ginia compounded the interest in a high sense of her
obligation to her creditors it is all the more praise-
Worthy. Certainly her creditors much preferred Vir-
ginia settling with them in 1871 to an inde�nite post-
ponement until such time as West �Virginia should join
in the settlement.

The Senate Finance Committee of West Virginia
made a report in 1873, to which We have already alluded,
�nding Virginia indebted to West Virginia in the sum
of 525,000.00. This report pointed out to Virginia that
she could sue V/Vest Virginia in the Supreme Court of
the United States. VVhen Virginia adopted that process
as the only way left to her to obtain a settlement of this
controversy, West �Virginia shifted her position again
and disputed the jurisdiction of the court. After 1873
West Virginia took no notice of her proportion of the
debt until the meeting of her legislature in 1895.

That legislature of West Virginia resolved that it
declined to enter into any negotiations with the debt com-
mission appointed by Virginia in 1894: to settle the Vir-
ginia debt, and since then each successive Legislature of
West Virginia down to and including the session of 1905,
just prior to the beginning of this suit has resolved that
West Virginia owes no part of the �Virginia debt, and



BRIEF FOR BONDI-IOLDING Cnnmcrons 85

that her legislature is opposed to any negotiations in
regard thereto (W. Va. Comp., vol. 1, pp. 494, 495).

Chairman Mason, in his remarks at the joint confer-
ence at VVashington, said as quoted above:

�But, for �fty years we have been asking,
clamoring, and demanding, trying in every way
we knew how, to get at the question of what is
our equitable proportion of that debt.� (p. 26).

In the ten years from 1895 to 1905 each �West Vir-
ginia Legislature resolved that she owed no part of the
debt and was opposed to any negotiations on the sub-
ject. �

In the twenty�two years from 1873 to 1895, West
Virginia was silent. Prior to 1871 she refused to meet
Virginia, using as an excuse the pendency of the suit in
this court, brought by Virginia to recover the counties
of Berkeley and Jefferson.

In 1871 V\7est �Virginia did appoint commissioners,
but the �nding of this commission that West Virginia
owed less than $1,000,000, was repudiated at once, and in
1873 the Senate Finance Committee reported that Vir-
ginia was indebted to West Virginia in the sum of $525,-
000. This report was made an exhibit in West Vir�
ginia�s answer. The letter of the Second Auditor of Vir-
ginia, and the extract from message of Governor Walker
to Virginia are given as excuses for the subsequent con�
duct of West Virginia. We have laid them both before
the court to see if it �nds in either of them an excuse

for West Virginia�s course.

We have now given all the efforts made by West Vir-
ginia from her beginning to the present time to procure
a determination of her share of the debt. We do not �nd

anything therein to excuse "West Virginia from liability
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for the amount of interest which we shall later on in the

brief show she legally owes.

POINT FOUR.

The E�orts of Virgin-/ta» to Settle the Coin-tiroversy and
West Virginia�s Excuses for Failure to Meet Virginia.

West &#39;Virginia�s admission of the facts bearing upon
this portion of our argument are contained in the same
papers to which we referred in our previous point and
are pages -444-472, inclusive, and 490-496, inclusive, of
VVest Virginia�s Appendix to the West V irginia�s Com-
pilation, vol. I, and paragraph XI of her Answer, and
pages 12-20, inclusive, of her Brief upon the hearing
after the Master�s report. They are printed at the back
of this brief as Schedules 1, 2, and 3.

During a period of forty�five years, from January
20, 1867, down to May 2, 1911, repeated efforts were
made by Virginia to induce West Virginia to enter upon
a settlement, all of which were without avail Six con-
spicuous efforts on the part of Virginia to bring about a
settlement may be more particularly referred to.

These six efforts were as follows:

Governor F. H. Pierpont, of Virginia, sent a com-
munication to Governor Arthur I. Boreman, of West Vir-

ginia, dated January 20, 1867, together with a joint reso-
lution adopted by the General Assembly of Virginia on
February 28, 1866, in reference to the re-union of the
States of Virginia and West Virginia and the adjust-
ment of the public debt, and appointing Mr. A. H. H.
Stewart, Mr. William Martin, and Mr. John Janny as
commissioners to proceed to the seat of government of
West Virginia, and giving them authority to treat with
the authorities of West Virginia on both subjects.

On February 28, 1867, the Legislature of West Vir-
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ginia adopted a joint resolution declining to entertain
any proposition looking to a reunion of the States, and
refusing to treat with the Commissioners of �Virginia up-
on the adjustment of the public debt of Virginia until the
suit of Virginia against West Virginia to recover juris-

, diction over the counties of Berkeley and Jefferson had
, been �nally disposed of (W. Va. Comp., vol. I, pp, 444-
 445).

Governor Gilbert C. Walker,of Virginia, sent an�
other communication to Governor William E. Steven-

son, of West Virginia, in February, 1870, endeavoring to
adjust the Virginia public debt with the State of West
Virginia, and about the same time Messrs. William J.
Robertson, W. T, Sutherlin, and P. H. Aylett, commis-
sioners, appointed on the part of Virginia, also sent a

V communication to Governor Stevenson. The �rst com-
, Inunication was transmitted by Governor Stevenson to
i the VVest Virginia Legislature on February 24, 1870, and

the second communication was so transmitted on Febru-
° ary 28, 1870. »

g It appears from the joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of West Virginia after the receipt of Gov-

- ernor Stevenson�s communication that the Virginia
I commissioners were then present in the city of Wheel-

ing for the purpose of adjusting the public debt. The
i West Virginia. Legislature appointed a committee to
-S confer with the �Virginia commissioners and report to
L the legislature, but as far as the journals of the House
f and Senate of VVest Virginia of the session of 1870 show

no report was made by this committee (W. Va. Comp.,
 vol. I, pp. 445-447).
&#39; The defendant�s answer states that afterwards, on
I� March 3, 1870, t e Governor of West Virginia was au-
� thorized by the legislature to appoint three resident citi-

zens of the State to treat with the authorities of Virginia
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upon the subject of the proper adjustment of the public
debt of that State, but as there was an omissiorfto make
an appropriation to pay the expenses of West Virginia�s
commissioners, and the resolution authorizing their ap-
pointment was passed on the last day of the session of
the legislature, the Governor of West Virginia stated in
his message of 1871 that no appointment had been made
owing to the lack of funds to pay the expenses of such
�commission. (Record, pp. 151, 152).

On February 17, 1871, Governor Walker, of Vir-
ginia, sent another written communication to Governor
Stevenson, of West Virginia, offering to adjust West
Virginia�s proportion of the public debt of Virginia by
arbitration in accordance with a joint resolution of the
General Assembly of Virginia approved on February 11,
1871, (VV. Va. Comp., vol. I, pp. 449-451), but West �Vir-
ginia declined this offer (VV. Va. Comp., pp. 452-454).

In February, 1895, Governor O�Farrel.l, of Virginia,
communicated to Governor McCorkle, of West �Vir-
ginia, a copy of the resolution adopted by Virginia March �
6, 1894, appointing commissioners for the purpose of

in negotiating with West Virginia for the payment of the
proportion of the �Virginia public debt to be borne by
West Virginia, but no response was ever made by West
Virginia, although her legislature declined to negotiate
with Virginia (W. Va. Comp, pp. 76 and 494).

On February 1, 1905, Mr. Randolph Harrison, on
behalf of the Virginia Debt Commission, addressed the
joint committees on �nance of the West Virginia. Legis-
lature in relation to West �V irginia�s contributive share
of the debt of Virginia (W. Va. Comp., pp. 68-82), and
as� West Virginia was still unwilling to treat With Vir-
ginia this suit Was begun. The last attempt of Virginia
to treat with VVest Virginia is set forth in the motion

3
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papers on the motion of October 9, 1911, herein to pro-
ceed with the -determination of the «suit.

The only effort made by VVest Virginia at any time
to settle this debt was made through a committee con-
sisting of Messrs. John J. Jackson, J. M. Bennett, and
A. VV. Campbell, appointed by Governor J. J. Jacob, of
West Virginia, under resolutions adopted by the West
Virginia Legislature on February 15 and February 24,
1.871. These gentlemen sent a letter to Governor Walker
of Virginia notifying him of their appointment and in-
quiring What channel of communication with Virginia
Was open to them. Governor VValkero replied that the
joint resolution of Virginia providing for arbitration
had superseded the joint resolution of February 18, 1870,
authorizing the Governor to appoint commissioners, and
for that reason that he could not appoint commission-
ers to confer with West Virginia.

He said that the tender of arbitration had not been
Withdrawn and Was still open (W. �Va. Comp., pp. 457-
459). These commissioners of West Virginia then pro-
ceeded to determine for themselves the balance due Vir-
ginia from West Virginia, and found the amount to be
$953,360.23 (W. Va. Comp., p, 472); but this determina-
tion was not satisfactory to the State of West Virginia,
and the Senate Finance Committee of the West Virginia
Legislature, on December 22, 1873, made a report to the
effect that the State of VVest Virginia was not liable for
any part of the debt of the undivided Commonwealth of 3
Virginia, but that the State of Virginia was indebted to
the State of West Virginia in the sum of�
$525,000.00 (W. Va. Comp., pp. 490-493). Ever
since that time West Virginia has taken the
position that she does not owe any portion of the
debt of the undivided Commonwealth of Virginia and
that she Would not enter into any negotiations looking to
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the settlement of the Virginia debt question. West Vir-
ginia�s Legislature ha.s repeatedly adopted resolutions
denying that VVest Virginia owed any part of the so-
called Virginia debt, and that her legislature was op-
posed to any negotiations whatsoever on that subject.
(W. Va. Comp., pp. 494496).

The last Visit of the representatives of �Virginia to
VVest Virginia with reference to the settlement of the
debt took place on May 2, 1911, and subsequent to the
time of the �ling of the defendant�s answer, but the
other efforts of Virginia to se-ttle this debt and the re-
fusals of West Virginia to do anything with reference
to a settlement are virtually admitted in the defendant�s
answer in paragraph XI thereof.

It appears from the foregoing that Virginia on �ve
separate occasions, in the years 1867, 1870, 1871, 1895,
and 1905, tried to amicably settle this controversy, and,
these repeated efforts having failed, that Virginia
brought this suit in February, 1906, and in accordance
with the decision herein, dated March 6, 1911, that she
again endeavored to meet West Virginia, and it also ap-
pears that the only time West Virginia was willing in
any way to discuss with Virginia the �settlement of the
debt was in 1871,� when West Virginia appointed com-
missioners to treat directly with Virginia at a time when
the General Assembly of Virginia had adopted a resolu-
tion providing for the settlement of the controversy by
arbitration. It also appears that the �ndings of this
committee �xing West Virginia�s share in even the

� small sum of about $1,000,000 were repudiated by the
West Virginia Legislature of 1873, and that from that
time down to the present West �Virginia has continually
refused to treat with Virginia in any way for the settle-
ment of this controversy. West Virginia is willing to
talk now, on condition that her liability is put at practi-
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cally not.hing, and that the decision in the case be ignored;
but that is all she is Willing to do.

West Virginia�s excuse for failure to meet Virginia
in 1867 Was the pendency of the suit in this court in
regard to the counties of Berkeley and Jefferson. The
Governor of West Virginia Was authorized to appoint
commissioners to meet Virginia�s commissioners in
1870, but he made no appointment because the legisla-
ture had failed to appropriate money to pay the ex-
penses of such commission. �Virginia�s tender of arbi-
tration in 1871 was declined, so VVest Virginia said, be-
cause West Virginia soon afterward appointed commis-
sioners to treat with Virginia directly. West Virginia
made no response to Virginia�s offer in 1895, but her
legislature declined to negotiate with Virginia and pass�
ed the following resolution: &#39;

�House Joint Resolution No. 10-, Concerning
the �Virginia Debt.

�(Adopted February 7th, 1895.)
�Resolved by the .Legislaitm"e of West Vir-

_qim7a, That this legislature hereby declines to �en-
ter into any negotiations with the debt commis-
sioners, or commission appointed under a joint
resolution, adopted by the General Assembly of
Virginia, in the month of March, 1894, looking to
the settlement of the Virginia debt question, on
the basis set forth in said joint resolution.�

West Virginia�s answer to Virginia�s offer in 1905
Was the following resolution:

�(H. J. R. No. 7.)
�Joint. Resolution No. 3.

�(Adopted January 20, 1905.)
�Relating to the Virginia Debt.

�Resolved by the Legislature of West Vir-
ginia, That it is the sense of this legislature that
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the State of West �Virginia does not owe any part
of the so-called �Virginia debt, and that this legis-
lature is opposed to any negotiations whatsoever
on that subject.�

Counsel for West Virginia have attempted to justify
West Virginia�s refusal to meet Virginia in 1895 and
again in 1905 because the resolution of the Virginia Leg-
islature creating the Virginia Commission provided that
the commission should not enter into any negotiations
thereunder except upon the basis that Virginia is bound
only for two�thirds of the debt of the original State,
which she has already provided for as her equitable pro-
portion thereof. An argument wa.s based upon this pro-
vision that any negotiations conducted by the Virginia
Commission must necessarily assume West V irginia�s
proportion to be one�third and that of course she was
unwilling to negotiate on this basis.

The provision in the act referred to above was an
arrangement between Virginia and her creditors. In
1871 Virginia assumed two-thirds of the debt and at
once compounded and capitalized all the past�due inter-
est on this portion. The load was more than she could
bearand �nally, in 1892, she made a �nal and satisfac-
tory settlement with her creditors. Of course �Virginia
did not propose to reopen this question. She had, up to
1906, paid out various sums amounting to upwards of
$70,000,000 in payment of her proportion of the debt.
It was perfectly right that she should stipulate with her
creditors that the amount of her liability was already
�xed and determined, as in fact it was. There is not the
slightest excuse for assuming that the act of 1894, creat�
ing the Virginia Commission, or the act of 1900, author-
izing this suit, in the slightest degree attempted to �x
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VVest Virginia�s liability in advance as one�third or to
predetermine it togany extent. West Virginia�s amount
was left open to be determined by negotiation between
the parties, and the excuses of counsel, are empty and
without meaning. This is especially true when read in
the light of the resolution of West Virginia�s Legisla»

K true of 1895 and also 1905.
l Chairman Mason, in his remarks before the joint con-

ference at Washington, which we have quoted above and
shall repeat here, said:

�But for �fty years, we have been asking,
clamoring, and demanding, trying in every way
we knew how to get at theaquestion of what is
our equitable proportion of that debt.� (p. 26).

We do not agree wit.h Chairman Mason. We have
stated the facts. VVe think they show that West Vir�
ginia for �fty years has been trying in every way she
knew how to avoid the question of what is her pro-
portion of the debt.

POINT FIVE.

West Virgimn is Liable for Interest.

The court has held this is a suit on a contract.

It is in fact a suit for the speci�c performance of a
contract made for the bene�t of a third party. The con�
tract is set forth in section 8, Article VIII, of the West
Virginia Constitution, upon which West Virginia was
admitted into the Union. It is as follows:

. �8. An equitable proportion of the public
debt of the Commonwealth of Virginia prior to
the �rst day of January, 1861, shall be assumed
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by this State; and the legislature shall ascertain
the same as soon as may be practicable, and pro-
vide for the liquidation thereof, by a sinking fund
suf�cient to pay the accruing interest and redeem
the principal within thirty-four years.�

West �Virginia is liable for interest by the express
terms of this paragraph. Of course, as it is West Vir-
ginia that is speaking, the clause will be construed most
strictly against that State. VVhat was the public debt of
the Commonwealth -of Virginia prior to the �rst day of
January, 1861? The court has already determined that
it consisted almost wholly of int.erest�bearing bonds and
the balance of the debt was accrued interest on those

same bonds. If the accrued interest prior to the �rst
day of January, 1861, was a portion of the public debt,
how is it possible to say that the accruing interest was
not? We are willing to accept for the purpose of this
argument, as a settled rule of law, that a State is not
bound to pay interest unless she promises to do so.

The court has made it very plain that this promise
of West Virginia, contained in her constitution, is only
the expressed recognition of a deep seated equity for
which she was already liable and by which she was al-
ready bound. The court, in its decision of March 6, 1911,
said as follows: -

�The liability of West Virginia is a deep-
seated equity, not discharged by changes in the
form of the debt, nor split up by the unilateral
attempt of Virginia to apportion speci�c parts to
the two States.�

If there had been no promise in and no .contract

made by West Virginia�s Constitution, West Virginia
would have been just as liable for her equitable pro-
portion of the debt as she is, having made that expressed
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promise. It will not bear the light of reason to say that,
as to Virginia�s share, after the dismemberment of the
old State, the bondholding creditors of the old State
would be entitled to receive interest upon the bonds ac-

cording to their tenor; but upon West &#39;Virginia�s pro-
portion thereof, the same creditors holding the same
bonds would not be entitled to receive their interest. The

equitable obligation falling upon each State to pay its
share of the undivided debt is contractual and not

tortious. West Virginia is just as liable for her share
of these bonds according to the tenor of the bonds as
Virginia is liable for her proportion. The fact that West
Virginia acknowledged her liability in her constitution,
and promised to Virginia to discharge that liability,
While it adds another form to West Virginia�s obligation
does not change the substance of that obligation. It cer-
tainly does not change the substance of that obligation
to diminish it. Suppose West Virginia, for a sufficient
consideration, had "assumed the Whole debt, would she
be heard to say that, While she Was liable for the princi-
pal of the bonds, the interest upon them, according to
their tenor, was not for her to pay. She proposed, in
-section 8, Article &#39;V III, which we have discussed, to pro-
vide a sinking fund sufficient to pay the accruing inter-
est and redeem the principal Within thirty�four years.

i 4 This shows that both West Virginia and Virginia. had
in mind, and that Congress had in mind, her liability
for the interest as well as for the principal of her share.
Suppose When the admission of West Virginia as a State
was before Congress, and this clause of her constitution
Was under consideration, the clause read, �We propose
to be liable for the principal of our proportion of the
bonds, but we Won�t pay any interest accruing on our
share of the debt until our legislature has ascertained
What our proportion of the debt is,� West Virginia
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would not have been admitted as a State. West Virginia
is liable for her share exactly as Virginia is liable on her
share of the bonds according to their tenor. This clause
of her constitution Will not bear any other construction.
The debt is an interest�bearing debt and West Virginia
is liable for it, includingall its incidents, as it existed
prior to January 1, 1861. West Virginia concedes that
she is liable for the accrued interest. There is no term
which determines the liability for interest which had ac»-
crued, different or additional to the terms which �x the
interest to accrue after January 1, 1861. Suppose I give
my promissory note to X for $1,000, payable in one
year, with interest at 6 per cent; in six months from now
Y comes along and assumes my obligation. Does not Y
by that act contract to pay the accruing interest just as
much as he contracts to pay the interest which has ac-
crued? In this respect West Virginia is no different
from any individual. What we are seeking to determine
is the nature of West Virginia�s promise. Whatever
Way we look at it We are forced to the conclusion that her
promise is to assume the obligation as it existed. This
was an obligation for interest as Well as for principal.
The question of Whether a State is liable for interest
except where she expressly promises to pay it does not
arise because West Virginia promised. We concede that
a State is not chargeable with interest for failure to
meet an obligation when due Where interest Would be
imposed as damages against her for her failure to p-er-
form her promise. Only ex comfmctu obligations of a
State are enforced in this court.

United States 123. North Carolina, 136 U. S., 211.
South Dakota vs. North Carolina, 192 U. S., 286.

In this case our right to interest is based upon West
Virginia�s promise to pay it.
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In the brief �led on behalf of Virginia upon the
argument on the merits after the master�s report, West
�Virginia�s liability for inter-est was very fully discussed
(Va. �s Brief, pp. 94-97), and it was there shown to be
the law of Virginia that interest is incident to the obliga-
tion and, even though not expressed in the contract, is an
inherent part of it.

�Under the law of Virginia as repeatedly
adjudicated by her highest court, the interest is
incident to the obligation, and whenever a debt is
due, the debtor is bound to pay interest unless
relieved fromthis obligation by agreement. This
is, and has been the law of the Commonwealth for
more than one hundred years.

�In Jones vs. &#39;Williams, 2 Call, 106, decided
in 1799, Edmund Pendleton, who was one of the
great judges of our country, delivering the opin-
ion of the court, said

�Interest is allowed because it is natural
justice that he who has the use of another�s
money should pay interest for it.�

�Cited with approval in Baker vs. Morris,
10 Leigh, 284; McVeigh vs. Howard, 87 Va., �599,
and Stuart vs. Hurt, 88 Va., 343. . r

�In Hatcher vs. Lewis, 4 Randolph, 152, 147,
the court laid down the rules in the following ex-
pressive language: _ I

�The zwtcrest follows the pm�zcipal as the
shadow does the substance.�

�In Chapman vs. Shepherd, the court said:
�In contracts for the payment of money, in-

terest is not given as damages at the discretion of
the court, or jury, but as an incident to the debt,
which the court has no discretion to refuse.�

Chapman vs. Shepherd, 24 Graltt, 377, 384.
Roberts vs. Cocke, 28 Gratt., 207. &#39;
Tidball vs. Shenandoah National Bank,

100 Va., 741.
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�Interest is favored both by the legislative
and judicial bodies of the State.�

Tazewell vs. Saunders, 13 Grat&#39;t., 354, 370.

�In McVeigh vs. Howard, 87 Va., 599, the
Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia said:

�It �is the settled rule that when no day is
named in the bond or note given for the pay-
ment of a precedent debt, it is due and payable
on the day of its date, and bears interest from
that date, though no interest be reserved, Such
an instrument like a bond or note payable in
Virginia, on. demand, is payable presently, and
bears interest from date. This doctrine is
founded in good conscience and correct
morals.�

�Citing Jones vs. VVilliams and Hatcher vs.
Lewis, quoted above.

�Such is the law of �Virginia as to interest.
�The law of West Virgimlct in regard thereto

is the same,

�In Shipman vs. Bailey, 20 VV. Va., 140, 146,
Judge Snyder, announcing the unanimous opinion
of the Supreme Court of Appeals of that State,
after citing a number of authorities upon the
question, stated the rule as follows:

�Other authorities of the same character
might be cited, but, we think, we have given
suf�cient to establish the rule which seems to
be, that in contracts for the payment of money
interest on the principal sum is a legal incident
of the debt and a part of the contract, and
wherever there is a contract for the payment
of a speci�ed legal rate of interest, whether
such rate is fixed by the contract itself or by
the law of the place where the contract is made,
the obligation of the contract extends to the
payment of such interest as fully as it does to
the principal sum, and courts have no more
power to change the rate of interest thus �xed,
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than they have to dispense with the enforce-
ment of the contract either in whole or in part.�

�That decision reaf�rms another proposi-
tion, applicable to this case, already a part of the
jurisprudence of VVest Virginia, by the adjudi-
cations of the Supreme Court of Virginia render-
ed before the birth of the new State, namely, that
the lean loci contmctus controls in the matter of
the interest chargeable against a debtor.

�In Pickens vs. McCoy, 24 VVest Va., 344-352,
the court a�irms Shipman Vs. Bailey, and adopts
the language just quoted from that decision.

�Independently of these West Virginia de-
cisions, such parts of the common law and of the
laws of the State of �Virginia as were in force on
the 20th of June, 1863, when the �rst Constitution
of VVest Virginia went into operation, and as are
not repugnant to said Constitution, were con-
tinued and declared to be the law of West Vir-

ginia. Section 8 of article XI of the �rst West
Virginia Constitution. And see present West;
Virginia Constitution.

�The effect of this provision was to adopt
for the new State the body of the common and
statute laws of the Commonwealth, so far as the
same were in force within the boundaries of the
new State on the 20th of June, 1863.

�As a part of this body of laws, the law of
Virginia as to interest became, and has contin-
ued to be, a part of the lawsof West Virginia.

�Such, then, was the law of Virginia before,
at the time of and since the formation of West
Virginia, as to the legal and equitable liability
of a debtor or contractor to pay �interest. Such
has been the law of �West Virginia since the hour
of her birth. And such was, and is, the law of
the contract evidence by the public acts of Vir-
ginia and West Virginia set forth in complain-
ant�s bill.
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�This is the rule m Virg2&#39;«m&#39;.a as to debts due
by the Commomvealth.

� The question was presented in the celebrated
case of Higginbotham�s Executrix vs. Common»
Wealth, 25 Gratt., 627.

�That was a suit against the Commonwealth
to recover the amount due Higginbotl1am�s Exec�
utrix on certain past due dividends on stocks
which had been guaranteed and assumed by Vir-
ginia by the acts cited in the opinion of the
court�26 Grratt., 630, 631.

�There was no express contract by the State
to pay interest upon said dividends. The peti-
tioner�s claim was for the amount of the divi-
dends �with its accruing interest.�

�The unanimous decision of the Supreme
Court of Virginia was that �judgment should be
entered for the petitioner for the amount of her
demand with interest� (Idem, p. 641;).

(Va.�s Brief, pp. 94-97.)

North larolina was not held liable for interest

which she did not expressly promise to pay. In that
State interest, unless expressly promised, is not an in-
herent term of the contract, but is imposed as damages
for failure to keep the promise. If by the law of North
Carolina the State was charged with interest, Whether
she expressly promised it or not, the decisions in the
above cases would have been otherwise. Under the

cases quoted above from the brief of Virginia, VVest &#39;Vir.
ginia is liable for interest upon her share of the debt
down to the present time even if she had not expressly
promised to pay it. If West Virginia had made no ex-
press promise about her debt we feel that under the law
as laid down in the foregoing cases taken from Vir-
ginia�s brief VVest �Virginia would be liable for interest =
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from January 1, 1861, up to the present time. But we
do not ask so much.

g It seems to us that VVest Virginia�s liability for in-
E terest rests upon her promise in her Constitution; rec-
� ognizing the deep�seated equity imposed by her action of

separation; to pay her proportion of the debt, principal
and interest, to the date of maturity of the various bonds
according to their tenor. VVe shall now proceed to show
the amount of that liability.

POINT SIX.

The amount of interest which �Vest Virginia legally
owes is $14,055,962.56.

This interest is computed upon VVest Virginia�s
share of the bonds outstanding January 1, 1861, accord-
ing to their tenor. All the facts and �gures upon which
the computation is made are found in paragraph 1 of
the report of the special master, and these facts and
�gures are acquiesced in by West Virginia.

VVe have shown in the previous point that under/the
A law of Virginia, and VVest Virginia as well,

�Interest follows the principal as the shadow
does the substance.�

_ Interest, where not expressly promised, is not im-
posed in Virginia and VVest Virginia as damages award-

 ed by the court against the party who fails to ful�ll his
i promise, but is an inherent term of every contract.
. Every one in Virginia who makes a promise to pay a
f sum certain or which can be determined after an ac-
Q� counting or otherwise, also promises, by the inherent
 terms of the contract, to pay interest up to �nal pay-
 ment of the obligation from the time it is created, irre-
1� spective of when or how the amount of obligation is
gde�nitely determined. We have shown that this same

i rule prevails against the Commonwealth of Virginia
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iself. Inasmuch as this is a Virginia contract it is to be
construed by the laws of Virginia. These facts dis-
tinguish the present case from�

"United States vs. North Carolina, 136 U. S., 211.
South Dakota 123. North Carolina, 192 U. S., 286,

cited above. North Carolina was not subjected to the
payment of interest after the maturity of her promise in
either of these cases because, in North Carolina, inter-
est against an individual is imposed as damages and not
as an inherent part of the obligation. Damages are
never awarded against a State, and so North Carolina
was relieved from interest after maturity upon her obli-
gations. In United States vs. North Carolina (supra)
the court. indicated that the case would be otherwise if

the law in North Carolina were as it is in some of the

other States and as it is here shown to be in Virginia
and West Virginia. If interest, even though not ex-
pressly mentioned, is an inherent term of the contract,
VVest �Virginia is liable for interest as she is for every

, other term in the contract.
This application of the law, however, imposes a

heavy burden on West Virginia. Interest for �fty years
amounts to 300 per cent, and West Virginia�s total lia-
bility on this basis would be nearly $30,000,000. The
court, in its opinion, has pointed out that it would be a
severe result to capitalize charges against West Vir-
ginia for half a century. That is true. States as well
as individuals have made and will continue to make mis-

takes,andfor these mistakes they must pay. The men who
made this country of ours built a constitution which has
survived and will continue to live in spite of what from 2
time to time looks like sure destruction at the hands of

the then current public opinion which must periodically &#39;
burst forth in the evolution and progress of our coun-
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try. The Constitution makers provided for the settle-
ment of disputes between States by �involuntary arbi-
tration.� This phrase does not belong to us. It was
used by Hon. John W. Mason, chairman of the present
West Virginia Debt Commission, in a letter dated May
29, 1908, to Governor Dawson, of West Virginia (W.
Va. Comp, vol. II, p. 383). It is very hard upon West.
*Virginia today that her people must keep the promise
which they made over �fty years ago in order to secure
their political birth into a State of this Union. The hard-
ship upon them of paying their honest debt, however,
is probably immeasurably small compared to the hard-
ship that would have fallen upon the people of West Vir-
ginia if our constitution had not provided for this
method of �involuntary arbitration.�

V\7e have already pointed out in this brief that noth-
ing that Virginia or VVest Virginia has done or failed to
do entitles West Virginia to be relieved from the legal
consequences of her failure to perform this solemn prom-
ise which was a necessary condition precedent to her

i . creation as a State. Certainly no act or omission of the
bondholders should relieve her. They have asked West
Virginia to pay, and her answer to them was �No,� just
as her answer to Virginia was �No.�

VVc do not ask for a Shylock application of the law.

Undoubtedly many people in West �Virginia honestly be-
lieve that VVest V irginiais not a defaulting debtor State.
No one can read the remarks of the special master in
this case at the beginning of paragraph 3 of his report
without seeing that the VVheeling ordinance is not predi-
cated upon the amount of the debt, and that the just pro-
portion which it purported to determine would be the
same irrespective of the size of the debt. �Just propor-
tion and equitable proportion,� from the time of the

in creation of West Virginia and for thirty years prior,
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originally meant �cannot be much.� Since 1873, in
West Virginia, �just proportion� and �equitable pro-
portion� have meant no liability whatever. The report
of the Senate Finance Committee of that year crystal-
ized West Virginia repudiation. This has been repeated
so often in VVest Virginia that many of her people have
come to believe it is true.

Therefore, and because of the admonition of this
court, and notwithstanding the rule of construction that
section 8 of article "VIII of [West Virginia�s Constitu-
tion should be construed most strictly againstiVVest Vir-
ginia and in favor of Virginia and her bondholding
creditors for whose bene�t tl1e contract was made, we do
not ask this court to impose the utmost liability for in-
terest on VVest Virginia, but merely that VVest Virginia
pay interest upon her proportion of the bonds according
to their tenor.

All of the bonds are listed in paragraph 1 of the
master�s report, which follows paragraph 1 of the de-
cree and reports:

�The amount of the public debt of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia on the first day of January,
1861, stating speci�cally l1ow and in what form the
same was evideiiced, by what authority of law and
for what purposes the same was created, and the
dates and nature of the bonds or other evidence of
said indebtedness.�

These facts and �gures found by the master are ac-
quiesced in by VVest Virginia. An examination of
the table in paragraph 1 shows that many of these bonds
are redeemable at the pleasure of the General Assembly
and draw" interest until redeemed.

The 6 per cent registered bonds redeemable at the
pleasure of the General Assembly, outstanding in the

pp� pi
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hands of the public, after deducting all bonds held by the
ljoard of Public Works, the literary rund and the sink-
ing fund amount to $8,957,271.03 and VVest Virginia�s
prcpo&#39;:&#39;tion thereof is $1,898,941.46.

The 5 per cent bonds redeemable at the pleasure of
the General Assembly outstanding in the hands of the
public, after deducting all bonds held by the Board of
Public Works, the literary fund and the sinking. fund of
Virginia amount to $262,000.00 and West Virginia�s pro-

, portion thereof amounts to $55,544.00.
The James River stock annuity shown in the Mas-

; ter�s report to amount to $95,500.00, in the hands of the
public, after deducting all bonds held by the Board of
Public VVorks, and the literary fund and the sinking fund
of Virginia, was not evidenced by any form of certi�cate
of debt, prior to January 1, 1861, but that �gure is the
principal amount required to produce annually at 6 per
cent the sum guaranteed forever to the stockholders of

.~; the James River Company, and this treatment of the an-
; nuity Was approved by West Virginia�s accountant in
0 joint Exhibit A1 and acquiesced in by West Virginia.
j �West Virginia�s proportion of this annuity is $20,246.00.
� We have annexed to our brief as Schedule 4 thereof
 �the computation of interest upon West V irginia�s share
 of the bonds. For this purpose the bonds are collected
T in eight groups. The 6 per cent and 5 per cent registered
 bonds, redeemable a.t the pleasure of the General Assem-
, bly, and the James River stock annuity comprise groups
by 1, 2, and 3, respectively. West Virginia�s share of the
bonds in these three groups amounts to $1,974,731.46, be-

g much less than one-third of the total principal for
hich she is liable. The court has pointed out in its
pinion that no portion of the debt is extinguished, and

e is no reason Why on this proportion of West Vir-
a�s share she should not pay interest to date. On
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any basis of computation she is legally bound to do so.
This is o�iset by the fact that in the case of the remain-
uer or her share she doesvnot pay interest at all on some
of the bonds and on the others pays interest to periods
which end from 1886 to 1894. Where the Virginia bonds
were not redeemable at the pleasure of the General As-
sembly ; but had a de�nite maturity date; the Master put
in his report as the date of the bonds the date of the act
under which they were authorized. This, of course,
greatly bene�ttede �West Virginia because it moved back-
wards the maturity date of the bonds by a period of time�
equal to the time between the passage of the act author-
izing the issue and the date When the respective bonds
under that issue were sold. Virginia did not object to
this, for while it considerably reduced the amount of in-
terest due by the method here adopted it tended to sim-
plify the case and reduce the number of items to be con-
sidered by the Master and the court. J

The bonds in group 4 were created under an act of
March 16, 1838, and were redeemable in twenty years, so
no interest is charged upon West Virginia�s share of this
group.

The bonds in group 5 are 6 per cent registered bonds
redeemable in 34 years. They were created under acts�
passed March 23, 1860; March 17, 1856; March 18, 1858,
and March 29, 1851.
March 23, 1860, would mature 34 years thereafter, to�Wit,
March 23, 1894, and We have �gured no interest on West
Virginia�s share of these bonds subsequent to that date;
the bonds issued under the act of March 17, 1856, would
mature 34 years thereafter, to�Wit, March 17, 1890, and
We have �gured� no interest on West Virginia�s share of�
these bonds subsequent to that date; the bonds issued
under the act of March 18, 1858, would mature 34 years
thereafter, to-wit, March 18, 1892, and We have �gured�

The bonds issued under the act of�

3
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no interest upon VVest Virginia�s share of these bonds
subsequent to that date. The bonds issued under the act
of March 29, 1851, would mature 3éL�years thereafter, to-
Wit, March 29, 1885, and We have �gured no interest upon
VVest Virginia�s share of these bonds subsequent to that
date.

Of course, in the bonds comprising this and every
other group, no interest is computed prior to January 1,
1861, because the unpaid interest up to that time is found
by the Master and accepted by West Virginia as a part
of the debt existing upon that date.

The bonds in group 6 are 6 per cent coupon bonds
redeemable in 35 years, issued under the act of March
29, 1851, and interest upon West Virginia�s share of
these bonds is �gured to March 29, 1886, being 35 years
after March 29, 1851, the date of the act under which they
were authorized.

The bonds in group 7 are 6 per cent registered bonds
redeemable in 35 years. These bonds were issued in ex-
change for coupon bonds under act of March 18, 1856, but
as these coupon bonds, for Which the registered bonds
were exchanged, Were issued unde-r the act of March 29,
1851, as shown in group 6 We �gure the maturity as 35
years after this prior date of March 29, 1851, being
March 29, 1886.

bonds redeemable in 35 years, issued under the act of
March 29, 1851, and interest upon West Virginia�s share
of these bonds is �gured to March 29, 1886, being 35 years
after March 29, 1851, the date of the act authorizing the
issue. Adding together the interest chargeable against
West Virginia on the bonds in each of thes_e 8 groups here
listed the Whole interest is found to be $14,055,96»2.56.
This sum is only about two thirds of the interest for

The bonds in group 8 are 5 per cent Sterling coupon ,



108 � YIRGLNIA 1}. Wissr VIRGINIA

which she would be liable upon a strict enforcement of
the full measure of her liability.

Adding to Wlest Virginia�s share of tlie interest as
here computed her share of the principal, the total
amount of VVest Virginia�s liability is $21,238,470.02.

We shall proceed to show that this amount is less
than VVest Virginia would pay if interest was allowed for
34 years as her legislature was instructed to provide in
article VIII of her constitution; it is much less pro rata
than Virginia has actually paid upon her share of the
debt, and it is about the same as West Virginia would
pay if she were to take advantage of the various funding
acts which Virginia passed with reference to her share
of the debt.

POINT SEVEN.

If West Virginia Should Pay Principal and Interest
upon Her Proportion of the Debt in the Same Pro
Rata Anioimt which Virginia Has Paid upon Her
Proportion, or if West Virginia Should Scale Both
Principal and Interest in the Same Wag thatthe
Various Fiinding Acts of Virginia Provided, or if
West Virginia Should Pay Interest for 34 Years as
Provided in Her Constitiition the Amount Woiild be

More than the Ainoiint We Ask For.

The �gures to substantiate these deductions are an-
nexed as Schedule No.� 5 of this brief.

Exhibit No. 7 of the plaintiff �s bill shows that the

amount paid off by Virginia between January 1, 1861,.
and February 1, 1906, or assumedror carried by her on
account of the old debt of the undivided State amounts

to $71,861,253.31. This schedule shows that Virginia�s
then existing interest�bearing debt on this account
amounts to $25,537,820.00. Adding to the sum shown in
Exhibit No. 7 interest at 3 per cent for seven and a half
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years upon $25,537,820 makes about $6,300,000, more
to be added to the $71,861,253.3l stated as then paid out
by Virginia.

A If West Virginia does as Well by the old bond�l1old-
ing creditors upon her share as Virginia has done with
her share, West Virginia will pay over $24,000,000, in-
stead of $21,238,470.02, which We ask as her share.

If VVest Virginia paid interest for 34 years as her
constitution bade her legislature to provide, VVest Vir-
ginia Would pay $21,681,432.96 instead of $21,238,470.02
which We ask as her share.

If VVest Virginia settled her proportion of the debt
on the basis of the 1871 and 1891 Funding Acts of Vir
ginia, she Would pay $27,009,087.32; if West Virginia
settled her proportion of the debt on the basis of the 1871,
1879, and 1891 Funding Acts of Virginiashe would pay
$21,130,123.56; if VVest Virginia settled her proportion
of the debt on the basis of the 1891 Funding Act of V ir-
ginia alone she would pay $21,145,680.96. If VVest Vir-
ginia settled her proportion of the debt on the basis of
the 1871, 1882 Refundisng Acts of Virginia she would pay

of the debt on the basis of the 1871, 1879, and 1882 Re-
funding Acts of Virginia she would pay $18,244,193.52.

These Refunding Acts of 1879 and 1882 of Virginia
have sometimes been referred to as a partial repudiation,
and still on the basis of these acts West Virginia would
pay as her share over eighteen million dollars if she
should have the bene�t of both the acts of 1879 and 1882,
taken together, applied to all of her share of the debt.

Conclusion.

feels that West Virginia�s liability for principal and in-
terest should be less than $21,238,470.02 which as We have
already shown as to the interest portion thereof is one-

$19,721,628.75. If West Virginia settled her proportion

We respectfully submit to the court that if the court .
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third less than the full limit of her liability and desires
to �x the total amount due from We»st Virginia at a sum
less than $2l,238,470.02 it should be so �xed only upon
condition that VVest Virginia discharges that liability
within a �xed period. If VVest Virginia does not dis-
charge her liability within the period to be �xed by the
court, then she should be held liable for the full amount
of her obligation, principal and� interest. Seven years of
litigation and half a century of waiting is burden enough
to impose upon any creditor, even a creditor of a sov-

ereign Ssate. 
     
     HOLMES � CONRAD,

SANFORD ROBINSON,
Counsel for Bondholdmg Creditors.

[Endorsed:] In the Supreme Court of the United
States, October Term, 1913. Commonwealth of Virginia
vs. State of West Virginia. Brief for bondholding credi-
tors.
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SCHEDULE I.

*West Virginia�s Appendix to West Virginia Compilation,
Vol. 1, Pages 444-472, Inclusive. and 490-495, Inclusive.

Legvlslcttu/I"e3 of 1867.

On the 25th day of January, 1867, Governor Arthur
I. Boreman sent to the legislature a communication, dated
on January 20, 1867, from Governor F. H. Pierpont, of
Virginia, together with a certain joint resolution adopt-
ed by the General Assembly of Virginia on the 28th day
of February, 1866, in reference to the re�union of the
States of Virginia and \Vest Virginia and the adjust-
ment of the public debt, and appointing Mr. A. H. H. Stu-
art, Mr. l/Villiam Martin and Mr. John J lanny as commis-
sioners to proceed to the seat of government of West Vir-
ginia, and giving them authority to treat with the author-
ities of Vllest Virginia on both subjects. On the 28th day
of February, 1867, the legislature of VVest Virginia
adopted the following joint resolution, to�Wit:

Senate Joint �Resolution No. 19, �Tfo provide Commis-
sioners to treat With the authorities of Virginia in re-
gard to the public debt of that State.�

VVhereas, the General Assembly of Virginia, on the
twenty�eightl1 day of February, 1866, adopted a series of
resolutions deeply lamenting the dismemberment of the
�Old, State,� and declaring a sincere desire to establish
and perpetuate the re�union of the States of Virginia and
West Virginia, and appealing to their brethren of West
Virginia, to concur with them in the adoption of suitable

1 *West Virginia�s Compilation, Vol. 1, was prepared by Attorney
3 General May of West Virginia. West Virginia�s Compilation, Vol. 2,
V was prepared by Attorney General Conley of West Virginia. Both
�. volumes were �led in the suit by West Virginia and have been re-
; peatedly referred to in the briefs of both sides.
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measures of co�operation in restoration of the ancient
Commonwealth of Virginia, with all her people and up
to her former boundaries, and further providing for the
appointment of three Commissioners with authority to
treat on the subject of the restoration of the State of Vir-
ginia to its ancient jurisdiction and boundaries, and fur
ther empowering said Commissioners to treat with the
authorities of the State of West Virginia upon the sub
ject of a proper adjustment of the public debt of the
State of Virginia, due or incurred previous to the dis-
inemberment of the State;

And Whereas, Commissioners have been appoint-
V ed on the part of the State of Virginia pursuant to, and

for the purpose named in the retsolutions aforesaid;
And whereas, the citizens of West Virginia deeply

regret the civil strife (for which they are in no Way re-
sponsible), in the midst of which they secured their State
organization, yet they regard their saparate State exist-
ence of the most vital importance to them, and have no
purpose or intention whatever, of reuniting Witlrthe
State of Virginia;

And whereas, the citizens of this State are not only
willing but deeply anxious that a prompt and equitable
settlement should be made between the States of Virginia
and VVest Virginia, and they greatly regret that the State
of Virginia has interposed a difficulty by the institution
of a suit against this State, to recover jurisdiction over
the counties of Berkeley and Jefferson, which they fear
will delay such settlement; Therefore,

Resolved by the Leg;i~slatm"e of West Virginia:
1. That the people of this State are unalterably op-C

posed to a reunion of this State with the State of Vir-
ginian, and Will not entertain any proposition looking to
that end.

2. That so soon as the suit of Virginia against this ;1 
     
     r 
     
     i
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�State, now pending in the Supreme Court of the United
States, to recover jurisdiction over the counties of Berke-
ley and Jefferson has been �nally disposed of, the Gover-
nor of this State appoint three Commissioners on the
part of this State to treat with the Commissioners ap
pointed by the State of Virginia upon the adjustment of
the public debt of said State as provided in Section IX
of �An ordinance to provide forthe formation of a new
State,� adopted by a convention of the people of Virginia

, on the 20th day of August, 1861, and in Section VIII, of
Article VIII of the Constitution of West Virginia, and

1. report their action to the Governor, to be by him com-
~ municated to the Legislature of this State for their ap-
f proval or disapproval.

Legislature of 1870.

Governor William E. Stevenson in his message on
1 the 18th of January, 1870, called attention to the resolu-
: tion of February 28th, 1867.

On the 24th day of February, 1870, Gov. William E.
Stevenson transmitted to the Legislature of West Vir-
ginia, then in session at VVheeling, a communication from

J Gilbert C. Walker, then Glovernor of the �Commonwealth
of Virginia, enclosing an act entitled �An Act for the

,8 adjustment of the public debt with the State of West Vir-
< ginia,� which had been passed by the General Assembly
� of Virginia on the 18th day of February, 1870.

On the 28th day of February, 1870, the Governor of
|. West Virginia transmitted to the Legislature of West
} Virginia a communication from Messrs. William J. Rob-
� ertson, W. T. Sutherlin and P. H. Aylett, commissioners

appointed on the part of Virginia with reference to the
settlement of the public �debt of Virginia.
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On the 1st day of March, 1870, the Legislature adopt-
ed the following joint resolution:

Joint Resolution raising a Joint Committee to confer
with the Commissioners appointed by the State of
West Virginia, to adjust the Public Debt with the State
of VVest Virginia.�

VVhereas, The State of Virginia, by act approved
February the eighteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy,

V provided for the appointment of three commissioners to
treat with the authorities of the state of VVest Virginia
upon the subject of a proper adjustment of the public
debt of the state of Virginia; and _

�Whereas, The governor by a communication dated
February twenty�fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy,
noti�ed the legislature of the passage of the above re-
cited act; and

Wliereas, The governor on the twenty-eighth of Feb-
ruary, eighteen hundred and» seventy, noti�ed the legis- �
lature that said commissioners, on the part of Virginia,
had been appointed, and are now in the city of Wlieeling
for the purpose of carrying said act, above recited, into
effect, therefore,

Resolved by the Legislaiture of West Vz&#39;rgz&#39;-ma, That
.a joint committee of two upon the part of the Senate and
three upon the part of the House of Delegates, be ap-
pointed by the presiding of�cers of their respective bod-
ies, to confer with said commissioners, and report to this
legislature the result of said conference.

2. All communications connected With said com-
mission are hereby referred to said committee.

On the part of the Senate, Henry G. Davis and
William I. Boreman were appointed. V �

On the part of the House, John J. Davis, Henry
Brannon and Francis H. Pierpoint were appointed.

Ii



BRIEF FOR BONDHOLDING CREDITORS � 115

Joint Resolution adding two members to the joint special
committee to confer with the Virginia commissioners.

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virgm/ta, That
Daniel Lamb, on the part of the house, and one member
onthepartof the senate, be added to the joint special com-
mittee, to confer with the commissioners of Virginia, in
relation to the Virginia state debt.

Adopted March 1, 1870.
The additional member on the part of the senate was

J. D. Ramsdell.

So far as the journals of the House and Senate of
the session of 1870 show, no report was made by this
committee.

On the 3rd of March, 1870, the following resolution
was adopted:
Joint Resolution relating to the adjustment of the public

debt with the commissioners appointed for the pur-
pose by the State of Virginia.
Resolved by the Legislature of West Virgimd, That

the governor appoint three resident citizens of this state,
one from each congressional district, to treat with the
authorities of the state of Virginia on the subject of a
proper adjustment of the public debt of that state, due
or incurred prior to the first day of January, eighteen
hundred and sixty-one, and a fair division of the prop-
erty belonging to that state on that day; and make report
thereof to this legislature for its approval or disapproval
at its next regular session, with the facts and documents
upon which their report is founded. Provided, that noth-
ing herein contained shall be construed as waiving or im-
pairing in any way the rights of this state to jurisdiction
over the counties of Berkeley and Jefferson.

2. The commissioners so to be appointed shall pro-
ceed without delay in the execution of their duties, and
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as compensation for their services, shall receivepsix dol-
lars per day for the time actually employed therein, and
the same mileage as that allowed to members of the legis-

lature. 
     
     Legiislatmce of 1871.

Governor William E. Stevenson in his message to
the Legislature of 1871 discussed at length the Virginia
debt proposition and explained the reasons why no re-
port Was made under the above resolution and submitted
the matter again to this Legislature.

On the 15th day of February-, 1871, the Legislature
adopted the following joint resolution:

Joint Resolution authorizing the appointment of comn1is-
sioners to treat with the state of Virginia on the sub-
ject of the state debt.

Resolved by the Legislaitmce of West Virgim�cz~.-
1. That the governor, on or after the �fteenth day

of March, 1871, appoint three disinterested citizens of
this state to treat With the authorities of the state of Vir-
ginia on the subject of a proposed adjustment of the pub-
lic debt of that state prior to the �rs-t day of January,
1861, and make report thereof to the governor, to be
printed and communicated by him to the legislature, at
the commencement of its next session, for approval or

disapproval.
2. The commissioners so to be appointed are fur-

ther directed to ascertain and report the amount of said
debt then held by persons other than the state of Vir-
ginia, and What said debt was incurred for, and What
amount of this state debt Was then held by the commis-
sioners of the sinking fund and by the board of the
library fund; that they ascertain and report the amount
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-of all investments then held by the state, their respective
amounts and character, and what portions thereof were

-I then productive, and the dividends therefrom, and wheth-
er any of such investments then so held by said state
have since been donated, changed, converted or disposed
of by the authorities of said state, and if so, the amount
and how disposed of; that they ascertain and report the
revenue derived for the �scal year ending on the thirtieth
of September, 1860, from all sources, by the state of Vir-
ginia, within the present territory of Virginia, and the
amount derived from all sources from the territory now

&#39; composing the State of West Virginia; and that they
report any other relevant matter deemed proper by
them.

3. The commissioners so to be -appointed shall pro-
ceed without delay in the execution of their duties, and
as a compensation for their services shall each receive
six dollars per day for the time they or any one or more
of them may be actually employed therein, and the same
mileage as that allowed to the members of the legislature,
and may employ such accountant or clerk, a.t at reasonable
compensation, as they may deem necessary; and the gov-
ernor shall have the power to remove any one or more of
the commissioners, and �ll any vacancy that may occur
from removal, death or failure to act.

4. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as
waiving or impairing in any way the rights of this state
to jurisdiction over the counties of Berkeley and J effer-
son. �

5. That the foregoing resolutions be communicated
by the governor to the governor of Virginia.

Adopted, February 15, 1871.
On the 15th day of February, 1871, the Legislature V

adopted the following joint resolution:
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STATE oE WEsT VIRGINIA,

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

CHARLEsToN, February 17, 1871.
Gentlemen of the Senate: �

I have the honor herewith to transmit a certi�ed
copy of a Joint Resolution, adopted by� the General As-
sembly of Virginia, and approved February 11, 1871,
tendering to West Virginia an arbitration for the ap-
portionment of the public debt, which I this day re-
ceived from His Excellency the Governor of Virginia.
The resolution is accompanied by a letter from His EX-
_cellency, addressed to the Governor and Legislature of �
VVest Virginia, which I also respectfully communicate.

W. E. STEVENSON, Governor.

CoMMoNwEALTH or VIRGINIA,

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS,
RICHMOND, February 10, 1871.

To His Excellency the Governor and General Assembly
of West Virginia:
In pursuance of the authority vested in the Governor

by a Joint Resolution passed by our General Assembly,
and approved on the fourteenth day of February instant,
entitled �Joint Resolution tendering to West Virginia an
arbitration for the apportionment of the public debt,�
an authenticated copy of which is hereto attached, I,
Gilbert C. Walker, Governor of the Commonwealth of
Virginia, on behalf of said Commonwealth, do hereby
tender to the State of West Virginia �an arbitration of
all matters touching a full and fair apportionment be-
tween said States, of the said public debt, contracted by E
the State of Virginia prior to January 1, 1861,� upon
the conditions in said Joint Resolution speci�ed, viz: ,1
Each State to select two arbitrators, not residents there-
of, and the four thus selected to appoint an umpire, if I
they shall deem it advisable, and the arbitrators and um-
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pire thus chosen, to proceed, as soon as practicable, to
adjust, award and decide upon fair, just and equitable-
principles What proportion of said public debt should be
paid by West Virginia, and what part thereof should be
paid by the State of Virginia; each State being repre-
sented by counsel if desired. The sole duty of the arbi~
trators and umpire will be to ascertain the amount of
the pub�c debt which each State ought justly to assume-
and pay. -

It is earnestly hoped that the State of West Virginia
will promptly accept this fair and equitable mode of ad-
justment of the public debt, to the end that the question
involved may be speedily, satisfactorily and �nally set-
tled.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your
obedient servant,

Gr. C. VVALKER,
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virgimaa.

tion for the apportionment of the public debt.

(Approved February 11th, 1871.)

VVhereas, the constitution of both Virginia and West
; Virginia impose upon the respective legislatures of said!�
_ States the duty to provide by law, for the adjusting be-
. tween them the proportion of the public debt, contracted
. prior to the �rst of January, 1861, proper to be borne by

each of said States; and
, Whereas, it is essential to the �nancial interests of
I Virginia that said settlement should be obtained as soon�
1 as practicable, therefore

A; Be it Resolved by the General .A3scmhly of Vz7rgi1z&#39;ia~:
. That the Governor of this CommonWeal,th&#39;be�, and he
 is hereby, authorized to tender to the State of West Vir-
� ginia an arbitration of all matters touching a full and

Joint Resolution Tendering to West Virginia an arbitra- &#39;
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fair apportionment between said States of the public
debt, and� in the event of the acceptance of such offer of
arbitration by VVest Virginia, then the Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor, President of the Court of Appeals,
Auditor of Public Accounts and the Secretary of the
Commonwealth shall appoint two arbitrators on the part
of this State, who shall not be citizens of this State, to
meet any two arbitrators selected by West Virginia, not
citizens of said State. A

The arbitrators so appointed shall, if they deem it
advisable, appoint an umpire. Said arbitrators and um-
pire shall, as soon as practicable, proceed to adjust,
award and decide upon fair, just and equitable princi-
ples what proportion of said public debt shall be �paid
by West Virginia, and what part thereof shall be paid by
this State. Said apportionment, when ascertained and
made, to be reported by said arbitrators to the Legisla-
tures of said States, to enable them to carry out such
award or apportionment by appropriate legislation.

Each State may be represented by counsel, and the
board hereby directed to appoint the arbitrators for V ir-
ginia shall be, and are hereby authorized to draw on the
Treasury of the State of Virginia, out of any money not

�A otherwise appropriated, a sum sufficient to defray the
necessary expenses of this arbitration on the part of Vir-
ginia. I

A copy.
(Signed) J. BELL BIGGER,

Cleric of House of Delegates cmd
, Keeper of the Rolls of Virginia.
February 11, 1871.

On the same day the Legislature adopted� the following
joint resolution:

1 �Senate Joint Resolution No. 19, �Raising a Joint Spe-
oial Committee to consider the communication from
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the Governor of Virginia, concerning the proposed
arbitration of the debt between Virginia and West
Virginia.� � &#39;

�Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia:
�That a Joint Special Committee of three on the

part of the House of Delegates, and two on the part of
the Senate, be appointed to consider and report on the
commu-nicastion from the Governor of Virginia, concern-
ing the proposed arbitration� of the public debt between
Virginia and \Vest Virginia.� _

On the part of the Senate, Mr. Henry G. Davis and
Mr. George Koonce were appointed as members of such

- committee, and on the part of the House, Mr. James M.
� Jackson, Mr. James H. Ferguson and Mr. George C.

Sturgiss were appointed as members of such committee.
On the 20th day of February, 1871, this special com-

mitte made the following report:
�To the Legislature of West Virginia:

�The Joint Special Committee, to whom was re
ferred the special message of the Governor� of the State,
enclosing a Joint Resolution of the General Assembly of
Virginia and the communication of the Governor of said
State, tendering to VVest Virginia an arbitration for the
apportionment of the public debt of Virginia contracted
prior to the �rst of January, -1861, have had the same
under consideration and submit the following:

Report.

�The Legislature, by Joint Resolution No. 21,
passed February �fteenth instant, having conferred upon
the Governor authority, and instructed him to appoint

three disinterested citizens of this state to treat with
the authorities of the State of Virginia, on

, the subject of a proper adjustment of the public debt
of that State, prior to the �rst day of January, 1861, and
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the authorities of the State of West Virginia having
ever evinced a «sincere desire to adjust and settle at the
earliest practicable moment, the proportion of said debt
proper to be borne by each of said States, and the Com-
mittee believing that the citizens of the respective States
would of necessity be more familiar with the circum-
stances attending the creation of said debt and the many
intricate questions connected therewith, and upon the
proper comprehension of which must depend the equit-
able adjustme-ntand apportionment of the same between
said States, recommend that «said tender of arbitration
by arbitrators and umpire not citizens of either State, be
respectfully declined; and that the said State of Virginia
be invited to appoint three disinterested citizens Of that
Commonwealth as Commissioners, with authority to
treat with like Commissioners to be appointed under
said Joint Resolution No. 21, on behalf of this State, with
power to adjust, award and decide upon fair, just and
equitable principles, what proportion of said debt should
be paid by each of said States, subject to the rati�cation
a-nd approval of the General Assembly of Virginia and
the Legislature of West Virginia; and to carry out the
objects herein stated; the Committee recommend the-
adoption of the following:

�Senate Joint Resolution. No. 21, �Providing for the set-
tlement of the debt between Virginia and West Vir-

&#39; ° 7 77
ginia.

�Whereas, the Legislature of West Virginia in dis-
charge of the duty imposed by the Constitution of the
State, to �ascertain as soon as may be practicable� the
equitable proportion of the public debt of the Common- I A
wealth of Virginia to be assumed and liquidated by this
State, has authorized and directed by Joint Resolution
passed on the �fteenth day of February, 1871, the ap-
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pointment by the Governor of �three disinterested citi-
zens of this State to treat with the authorities of the
State of Virginia on the subject of a proper adjustment
of the public debt of thatState, prior to the �rst day of
January, 1861;� � and

�Wl1ereas, the Governor of the Commonwealth of
Virginia, by authority conferred by a Joint Resolution
of the General Assembly of said Commonwealth, passed
February 11th, 1871, has tendered on behalf of said
Commonwealth to the State of West �Virginia, �an arbi-
tration of all matters touching a full and fair apportion-
ment between said States, of the said public debt� by
arbitrators, not citizens of either of said States, and not
subject to the rati�cation of the legislative departments
of said States; and

�Wherea.s, any adjustment of the said debt should
be subject to such rati�cation; and

�Wherea,s, citizen commissioners would of necessity
be more familiar with the circumstances attending the
creation of said debt, and the many intricate questions
connected therewith, and upon the proper comprehension
of which must depend the equitable apportionment and
adjustment of the same between said Statesgtlierefore,

�Resolved by the Legi3latm�e of West Virg1Im&#39;al.-
�1. That the tender of an arbitration made by the

Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia to this State
, for the adjustment of the_public debt of said Common-

Wealth, having been anticipated by the action of the
Legislature of this State, authorizing the appointment

1 of Commissioners to treat upon said subject, the said
1 tender is respectfully declined, and� the Commonwealth
j of Virginia is invited to appoint three disinterested citi-
, zens as Commissioners with authority to treat with like
,_ Commissioners heretofore authorized on the part of this
4, State. And said Commissioners on behalf of this State
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in addition to the powers heretofore conferred, are here-
by further empowered to proceed as soon as practicable,
to adjust, award, and determine, upon fair, just and
equitable principles, what proportion of -said public debt
of Virginia should, in their opinion, be paid by iWest Vir-
ginia, and what part thereof should be paid by Vir-
ginia, subject, however, to the approval and rati�cation
of the Legislature of West Virginia and the General As-
sembly of Virginia. .

�2. The governoroof this State is hereby directed
to communicate to the Governor of the Commonwealth of

Virginia, without delay, certi�ed copies of this preamble
and Joint Resolution.

Respectfully submitted,
JAMES M. JACKSON,
J AMES H. FERGUSON,
GEOEGE C. STURGISS,
H. G. DAVIS,
GEORGE KooNcE,

V Committee.

�February 20, 1871.� .
This report was signed by all the members of the

Committee and the resolution therein set out was on the
24th day of February, 1871, adopted by the Legislature.

Under the resolutions of February 15th and 24th
Governor J. J. Jacob appointed Mr. John J. Jackson,
Mr. J. M. Bennett and Mr. A. W. Campbell.

Report of the Virginia� Debt Commissioners of 1871.

T90 His Excellency J. J. Jacob, Governor of West Vir�-*

ginia. 
     
     SIR: Under the joint resolutions passed by the West

Virginia Legislature on the 15th and 24th days of Febru-
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ary last, the undersigned Were appointed Commissioners
by you �to treat with the authorities of Virginia on the
subject of a proposed adjustment of the public debt of
that State prior to the �rst day of January, 1861,� and
were directed by the legislature �to make report thereof
to the Governor,� which we have the honor to do as fol-
lows: V 1

On the 9th day of August last the Commissioners
met in Parkersburg to confer together upon the subject
matter of their appointment and to organize a program
of procedure in respect thereof. They addressed a let-
ter to your Excellency notifying you of their meeting
and organization, and also the following letter to Gov-
ernor Walker, of Virginia:

PARKERSBURG, W. VA., August 9, 1871.

To His Excellency the Governor of Virginia.
SIR: The undersigned have the honor to inform you

that under the joint resolutions passed by the legislature
of West Virginia on the 15th and 24th days of_February
last, they have been appointed Commissioners by the
Governor of West Virginia to treat with Virginia in re-
gard to the debt as it stood on the �rst day of January,
1861. 1

Also, that theyimet in this city today for the purpose
- * of entering upon the discharge of their duties, and to this

end have designated General John J. Jackson as their
chairman, through Whom they propose to receive such
communications as your Excellency may be pleased to
submit.

Will your Excellency be pleased to indicate at your
earliest convenience What action, if any, has been or-is _

� likely to be taken by Virginia in the matter of appointing
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Commissioners, or, in the event of no such appointments,
what channel of communication will be open to us.

We have the honor to be

Your Excellency�s mo-st ob�t servants,
JOHN J. JACKSON.

J. M. BENNETT.

A. WV. CAMPBELL.

After forwarding this letter, together with the one
to your Excellency, the Commissioners adjourned to
meet in Richmond, on a day to be agreed upon later in
the season, there to confer with the authorities of Vir-
ginia, and to make such examination of public documents
as might enable them to carry out the objects of their
appointment.

Meanwhile they received from the Governor of Vir-
ginia in answer to their letter of August 9th, a letter
dated September 7th, the same purporting to be a copy
of a letter addressed to your Excellency, and; which is as

follows : 
     
     &#39; EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS,

. RICHMOND, Sept. 7, 1871.
His Excellency J. J. Jacob, Governor of lVest Virginia.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your communication of the 17th ulto., notifying me of
the appointment of Messrs. Bennett, Jackson and Camp-
bell as Commissioners on behalf of the State of West
Virginia to treat with the authorities of this State upon
the subject of the State debt. I have also received a certi-
�ed copy of the joint resolutions empowering you to
make these appointments. Absence from the capital has
prevented an earlier response to these several communi-
cations.

O-n the 18th of February, 1870, an act was passed by
the Legislature of this State, and approved by me,
authorizing the Governor to appoint three Commission-
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ers on behalf of this State to treat with the authorities
of West Virginia upon the subject of a proper adjust-
ment of the public debt of the State of Virginia, due or
incurred previous to the dismemberment of the State,
and a fair division of the public property.

Commissioners were promptly appointed under this
, act, and notice of their appointment, together with an

authenticated copy of the act, were at once forwarded to
the Governor of VVest Virginia. No response whatever

. . I
to my communication was made by the Governor of West
Virginia, but I learned through other sources that the
matter was promptly submitted� to the Legislature then in
session, by which, either by act or resolution, the Gover-
nor was authorized to appoint Commissioners to meet
and confer with those appointed from Virginia. I have
never been informed, however, of the appointment of any
Commissioners under the authority thus conferred.

A history of these proceedings, together with a
statement of my own Views upon the subject, was sub-
mitted to our Legislature in my annual message of De-
cember last, a copy of which I herewith enclose. The
legislature, acting upon the suggestion of the message, on
the 11th day of February last, by a joint resolution,
authorized the Governor to tender to the State of West
Virginia �an arbitration of all matters touching a full
and fair apportionment between said States of the said
public debt,� an authenticated copy of which joint reso-
lution, together with the tender of an arbitration as
therein authorized, was promptly forwarded to the Gov-
ernor of West Virginia.

This joint resolution, while it does not in terms re-
peal the act of February 18th, 1870, was intended to
supersede it, and therefore I do not feel authorized to
appoint Commissioners. Our tender of an arbitration
has not been withdrawn, and I regret exceedlingly that
the authorities of West Virginia declined to accept it.
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I cannot understand what reasonable objection can be
raised to this fair and equitable mode of adjustment so
frequently resorted to by individuals and �nations, and I
trust that West Virginia will reconsider her action and
accept the more speedy and satisfactory mode of settle-
ment proposed by Virginia, to the end that prompt jus-
tice may be done to the creditors of the old State, and
that harmony and good feeling may prevail between the
people of the two States. 

     
     Very respectfully,

Your EXcellency�s ob�t servant,
� Gr. 0. WALKER,

Governor of Virginia.

(P. S.�Accompanying,the above.) �The foregoing
is a copy of the original letter mailed to Governor
Jacob.�

From this letter We at once understood that so far as

a conference with Commissioners or other persons auth-
orized to represent Virginia in that capacity Was con-
cerned, our mission was at an end. But the joint resolu-
tion under which We were acting, copies of which you had
forwarded for our guidance, directed that We should
�ascertain and report the amount of the debt of Virginia
on the �rst day of January, 1861, and What said debt was
incurred for, and What amount of this State debt Was
then held by the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund,
and by the Board� of the Library Fund.� Also that We
should �ascertain and report the amount of all invest-
ments then held by the State, their respective amounts
and character, and What portion thereof Were then pro-
ductive, and the dividends therefrom, and Whether any
of such investments then held by said State have since
been donated, changed, converted or disposed of by the
authorities of said State, and, if so, the amount and how
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disposed of.� Also that we should �ascertain and re-
port the revenue derived from the �scal year ending on
the 50th of September, 1860, from all -sources by the State
of Virginia within the present territory of Virginia and
the amount derived from all sources from the territory
now comprising the State of West Virginia,� and also
that we �report any other relevant matter deemed
proper� by us.

In addition to the foregoing duties thus devolved
upon us by the terms of the joint resolution passed on
the 15th day of February, we �were further empow-
ered,� in the language of the additional joint resolution
passed on the 24th of the same month, �to proceed as
soon as practicable to adjust, award and determine upon
fair, just and equitable principles what proportion of
said public debt of Virginia should in their opinion be
paid by West Virginia, and what part thereof should be
paid by Virginia, subject, however, to� the approval and
rati�cation of the Legislature of West Virginia and the
General Assembly of Virginia.�

Under this authority and direction, thus minutely
speci�ed to us, we felt called upon to take substantially
the same steps after the receipt of Governor Walker�s
letter of September 7th as we would have taken had we
expected to meet Commissioners representing Virginia,
viz: to go to Richmond and endeavor to gather the infor-
mation expected and required under the terms of our ap-
pointment.

iAccordingly we met in that city on the 9th of
November last and after spending several days in the
examination of such public documents as were available
to us at the Capitol, and realizing �the necessity for fur-

« other and more explicit and official information than we
could gather of ourselves unassisted from said �docu-
ments, we addressed the following note to the Second
Auditor of Virginia:
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RICHMOND, November 14th, 1871.
F To the Second Auditor of Virginia:

SIR: I am directed by the Commissioners represent-
ing West Virginia in the matter of the public debt of
Virginia prior to the �rst of January, 1861, to procure
from your office such information as can be furnished
upon the following points, viz:

1. The actual amount of the public debt of Virginia
on the �rst of January, 1861. And under the head the
amounts of said debt owned by the Sinking Fund, the
amount owned by the Literary Fund, and the amount
owned by the Library Fund.

2. What portion of the bonded debt was invested,
and how invested on the �rst of January, 1861. Also
what portion of the investment was productive, what
were the dividends or pro�ts arising therefrom for the
year 1860, and whether any such investments have since
been donated, changed, converted or otherwise disposed
of. �

3. What portion of the appropriations expended
in West Virginia for public improvements came from
the sales of State bonds and what portion from the reve-
nues or taxes of Virginia.

4. A copy of the advertisement for the redemption
of a portion of the public debt on the �rst of January,
1861. ,

5. A statement of the amount of public debt actu-
ally redeemed on the �rst of January, 1861, pursuant to
said advertisement. , &#39;

Upon these points the Commissioners desire to hear
from you at your earliest convenience.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. W. CAMPBELL, Secretary.

In reply to the foregoing communication we received
the following note at 5 o�clocl< on the evening of the 16th
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of November, after a lapse of two and a half days, and
after We had abandoned all hope of the assistance asked
for in our letter, and after, in fact, we were on the eve of

our departure for home: 
     
     SECOND AUDIroR�s OFFICE,

, RICHMOND, N 012. 16, 1871.
A. VV. Campbell, Esq, Secretary, 4820.:

DEAR SIR: Yours of the 14th Was received. You ask
me Afor_a report upon a variety of questions connected
with our public debt, the transactions of the Board of
Public VVorks in regard to it, and the �nancial affairs of
the State, which it is understood, of course, you propose
to use in the contemplated adjustment of the portion to
be paid by West Virginia of the debt.

To answer the questions propounded would involve
an amount of labor which We could not bestow on the
subject.

But, apart from this, I presume at an early day this
of�ce will be called upon by the Executive or the General
Asseembly of Virginia for detailed reports of all the
matters referred to, which will be available to you.

i The books and records of this office are open to your
inspection. 1

I trust that in failing to respond to your inquiries
you will not regard me as in any Wise Wanting in of�cial -
courtesy to you or your associates. None, certainly is&#39; &#39; intended.

I have the honor to be,

Most respectfully yours, 
     
     ASA ROGERS�.

Wi>th the receptionof this note the Commissioners
closed their labors in Richmond, �nding that a further
stay was not likely to add to the scant information al-
ready gleaned by them from the public documents. L
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Auditor�s communication that we, in delivering our own
communication to him, caused it to be verbally under-
stood that we were ready and willing to pay for the ser�
vices of an expert, competent to obtain for us the infor-
mation requested, and that we did not desire or intend
to trench upon the services of any one with whose duties
the labor required might seriously conflict.

After this termination of their visit to Richmond,
the Commissioners agreed to meet again on the 12th of
December following, at Parkersburg, there to prepare
and transmit to your Excellency such information as
they had been able to obtain, and such as they might still
further obtain, and along with it such an expression of
opinion as is called for in the joint resolution of Febru-
ary 24th.

Accordingly we met in Parkersburg at the date
named, and after nearly two weeks of examination and
comparison of all the sources of information accessible
to us, agreed upon and drew up the facts and statements
hereinafter presented.

Previous to this meeting we had just received copies
of the Richmond papers of December 7th, containing
Governor.Walker�s message to the General Assembly of
Virginia at its meeting on the 6th, in which we observed
that among other allusions to the debt question pending
between the two States, and after a reference to our
correspondence with him of August last and his answed
thereto, as already quoted, he proceeds to arraign the
good faith of the authorities of this State as follows:

�Now, if the authorities of West Virginia enter-
tained an earnest desire to make a speedy and �nal set-
tlement of this matter, why did they not accept our
tender of arbitration? A mode of settlement of such
controversies universally recognized by both nations and
individuals as right and appropriate. Suppose an equal

L_____. A,
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number of C_ommissione~1&#39;s appointed by each State,
and that they should meet and disagree upon any
or all points involved, who is to decide between them?
And yet, beyond a doubt, they would radically disagree
upon the �rst or chief point to be settled, Viz: the basis or
principle upon which the settlement should be made. But
suppose that the Commissioners should �nally agree,
does any one suppose that their �nding would be rati�ed
by the legislatures of the two States, disagreeing as the
people do radically upon the merits of the question at
issue�! Of course not.�

This quotation from Governor VVa1kers message
fairly exhibits the spirit in which he has seemed to View
not only our own efforts to carry out the objects of our
appointment but likewise the sincerity a-nd good faith of
the Legislature of West Virginia in providing for the ap-
pointment of such a commission by your Excellency. And.
yet while this is the case it is not to be forgotten that Vir-
ginia herself initiated this method of attempting to ad�»
just the debt question. And the language of the Grover-
nor would seem to be all the more gratuitous in such a
connection from the fact that in his annual message of
December 7th, 1870, he considered� it worth while to al-

t lu.de to the political change that had taken place in this
State at the preceding October election, and bespoke in
so many words for the �new administration� an �op-

~ portunity of manifesting its intentions and its apprecia-
tion of honesty and fair dealing.� And yet notwith-
standing this language by himself thus voluntarily em-

} ployed on our behalf, and notwithstanding also the fact�
that one of the early acts of the �new administration�
was to respond to the policy that Virginia herself had.
initiated, and before it was known in this State that she

k had changed that policy, and while the appointees under
* the response were in Richmond seeking in Vain from the
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proper authority of Virginia for such information as
every debtor is entitled in law to receive from his credi-

tor, saying nothing of that spirit of �fair dealing� that
was so conspicuously spoken on our behalf, Governor
Walker proceeds in his late message to asperse the good
faith of the State of West Virginia after the manner and
in the words that we have quoted.

The authorities of West Virginia have never as-
sumed to themselves any right of precedence in the mat-
ter of a policy for adjusting the difficulties surrounding
the debt question. But in the joint resolution passed on
the 24th of February last they did assume the modest
right of adhering to the policy" already inaugurated by
the State of Virginia, and byher so freely tendered here-
tofore for their acceptance, and therefore they respect-
fully declined to adopt a new and different proposition
from her until they could test the merits of the one al-

ready adopted.

Apparently the present Executive of Virginia, from
an enforced familiarity with the workings of �personal
government,� which he so much deplores, has acquired
ideas as to the right of the initiative between equal con-
tracting parties that are scarcely consistent with the
delicacy of the issue pending between this State and his
own. For instance, in his letter of September the 7th,
he tells us that the legislature of Virginia, upon his sug-
gestion, has tendered an arbitration to this State, and he
trusts �that West Virginia will reconsider her action and
accept the more speedy and satisfactory mode of settle-
ment proposed by Virginia.� And again, in his late
message, he says that �the better course to be pursued
is for the two States to submit the whole question to ar-
bitration,� and West Virginia is arraigned, as heretofore
shown, for not concurring in his opinions. Apparently
it did not occur to the Governor that since Virginia had
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proposed both modes of settlement to this State, the lat-
ter might make her choice between them without subject-
ing her motives to imputation. And yet all that she had
assumed to do is simply to choose between two policies

� initiated by Virginia. Unless, therefore, it can be shown
~ that it is the prerogative of that State to prescribe the

terms upon which the debt shall be adjusted the question
should hereafter be discussed in a spirit better calcu-
lated to allay all sectional irritation.

But we pass from this incidental reference to Grover-
nor VValker�s strictures upon the attitude of this State
towards the debt question to the action of the Virginia
legislature �upon the same question as embodied in the
act approved on the 30th of March last, and known as
the Funding bill. This act is in keeping with the initia-
tory legislation in regard to the debt to which we have
just referred. It assumes to apportion the debt of that
State arbitrarily, notwithstanding her authorities had six -
weeks before the passage of the act received notice of the
joint resolution of the West Virginia Legislature provid~
ing for the appointment of Commissioners. It assumes,

of January, 1861, but as it would stand on the �rst day
of July, 1871, after the interest had been twice com-

&#39; pounded, once in 1866, and again at the date last named;
and to apportion it, too, upon the basis of territory and
population, and without any reference to the equities

. sections that were so notorious in our own case. In
V other words it assumes to apportion to West Virginia
&#39;� one�third of the debt as it now stands, simply on the
 ground that she has one�third of the territory and popu-

lation formerly belonging to Virginia, and without refer-
; ence at all to the question of resources and values. This
; is apparently the practical result which Governor

also, to apportion the debt, not as it stood on the first day -

that should always govern an assignment of debt between .
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Walker hoped to reach when he urged upon us the �more
speedy and satisfactory mode of settlement proposed by
Virginia,� inasmuch as he tells us in his late message
that this is the �plan for a reorganization of the State
-debt,� which he �had recommended twelve Ihonths be-
fore.�

But without reference to the authorship of this or
any other �plan� for adjusting the debt question, we pro-
pose to consider as brie�y as possible the real cause now
pending between Virginia and West Virginia as we un�
derstand it.

The tables or statements which we annex as part of
our report show, among other things, the following facts:

That the funded debt of Virginia on the �rst day of
January, 1861, was $31,�/"78,867.32, after all reductions.

That all, or nearly all, of this debt was incurred for
and actually expended in works of public improvements,
such as canals, railroads, turnpikes, plank roads and

� bridges.

That this vast sum, upwards of $30,000,000, was ex-
pended for improvements in the present State of Vir-

&#39; ginia, and only about two and a half millions in the pres-
ent State of West Virginia.

That the present State of Virginia contains 41,352
square miles and West Virginia only 20,000 square miles,
or less than one-third.

That the counties composing What is now Virginia
contained by the census of 1860 a population of 1,220,829,
and those composing West Virginia only a population of
374,985, or less than one�fourth.

To these exhibits we append others, under our in-
structions from the legislature, but they are such as �do
not enter into our argument here, which is to show that
no just apportionment of the debt can be made upon the
basis of population and territory alone, which is the basis



BRIEF FOR BONDHOLDING CREDITORS 137

upon which the Virginia Funding bill is confessedly
predicated.

This theory of apportionment is apparently quite
current among the people of that State, and is defended
with ability by Judge Meredith, of Richmond, in a care-
fully prepared paper on the subject. His position is that
West Virginia should pay one�third of the debt because,
as he says, it is a principle of international law govern-
ing the division of nations that �the obligations which
had accrued to the whole before the division are, unless
they are the subject of special agreement, ratably bind-
ing upon the different parts.� This he gives as a quo-
tation from Phillimore. Two inquiries present them-
selves in connection with it. First, was Virginia a na-A
tion in the sense intended by Phillimore�? and, second,
what are we to understand by a ratable part of a debt�!
We presume that it will not be contended that the general
rights and obligations of a nation, as de�ned by interna-
tional law, belonged to Virginia prior to the division of
the State, and therefore we cannot admit the applicabi1«
ity of the quotation in that particular. Neither can we
admit Judge Meredith�s construction of the word ratable.
He applies it exclusively to territory and population and

� excludes everything in the shape of resources and value,
such as public works, buildings and institutions, which, as
we all know, vitally affect the equity of a division of ter-
ritory.

Judge Meredith next adduces the following quota-
tion from Chancellor Kent to sustain his position:

�If a State should be divided in respect to territory,
its rights and obligations are not impaired, and if they
have not been apportioned by special agreement those
rights are to be enjoyed and those obligations ful�lled by
all the parts in common.�

This quotation is much more intelligible and just,
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and we think will tend to sustain the conclusions we have
reached, as hereinafter stated.

In addition to the two quotations already given,
Judge Meredith cites other authorities to sustain his po-
sition that VVest Virginia is chargeable witl1 one�third of
the debt, but we do not regard them as applicable to the
case under consideration. First, because Virginia is not
a nation. Second, because in all the cases referred to in
the authorities quoted, treaty stipulations had more or

. less to do.with the question. Third, because the debts
were war debts, the bene�ts of which, if any accrued to
each individual, and the obligations of which therefore
rested upon each. In no instance was the debt created
for internal improvements which necessarily confer par�
tial and local bene�ts that in most cases exceed the gen-
eral bene�t to the State at large. VVe, therefore, fail
to see the proper analogy that should exist to make these
citations precedents for the case of Virginia and West
Virginia. �

Judge Meredith winds up these references to various
authorities, by two general deductions of his own, as fol-
lows:

1. �That the public debt of a State is not affected
by a change in the form of its government, nor by the
partition of its territory into two States, but remains in
full force and must be discharged.�

2. �That if a State be divided into two or more

States, the debts which had been contracted by the whole
before the division are, unless they have been the sub-
ject of a special agreement, ratably binding upon the dif-
ferent parts in proportion to territory and population.�

The �rst deduction it is not necessaryto consider, as
West Virginia, in her ordinance of separation from Vir-
ginia, as also in her constitution, agreed to pay an equit-
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able proportion of the public debt. What that equitable
proportion is we are now considering.

In reference to the second deduction we have to re-
mark that Judge Meredith draws aconclusion from his
authorities which they do not sustain. Phillimore, for
instance, says that �if a nation be divided into various
distinct societies, the obligations which had accrued to
the whole before the division are ratably binding upon

ties stop. But this does not suffice for the �Virginia side
-of the question, and Judge Meredith adds after the word
�parts � the words �in proportion to territory and popu-
lation.� These words are not found in any of the
authorities, so far as we are advised, and certainly not in
any of the quotations adduced by the Judge.

A mome*nt�s consideration will show that a division

of debt according to population and territory would not
-only be impracticable but would conflict with common
sense. It would be impracticable because it does not de-
termine the relative value of each one of the two ele-

ments of population and territory. Suppose the popu-
lation to be twice as much as the territory, or suppose the
territory to be three times as great as the population,
which element has the greater value in determining
the result?

lVitl1out pursuing this thought further it is manifest
that nothing is settled by such a rule. You must �x the
relative value of the two elements before you can reach
a conclusion. It is, therefore, plain why the books do not
give the rule as stated by Judge Meredith. Because of
its indie�niteness, but mainly because of its injustice.
Would any sane man lay down a rule for the division
of a. State which would ignore the great cities, public
improvements, public works, institutions of all (kinds,
great commercial advantages, such as rivers and har-

the different parts.� Here Phillimore and the authori-�
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bors and the great advantage of fertility; all of which,
and many other elements of wealth, property and power,
might be found in one division and be wholly absent in
the other. Hence we say that such a rule is repugnant to
COHIIIIOH SGHSG.

A public: debt is mainly a charge upon the wealth and.
resources of at people. It is represented by taxes, and
taxes are imposed not on numbers or square miles but on
resources and values. How much stronger is the case
when the very debt under consideration was created in
developing and enriching one portion of the State almost
exclusively. Nay, more, when that division of the State
is in possession of and enjoying, giving away and selling
at auction and otherwise disposing of the very subjects�
for which the debt was created. ,

These considerations afford abundant reason why no
authority would say, in the absence of a compact (unless.
these was perfect homogeneity) that it would be just to-
divide a �nation� any more than an individual estate by
population and territory. We doubt not that Judge
Meredith himself would scout the idea of dividing an
estate on such a basis and without reference to the qual� &#39;
ity of the land and the improvements made. VVhy then
would he ignore such considerations in apportioning a
public debt between two divisions of a State? Chancel-
lor Kent, whom he has quoted, does not sustain himpin so
doing. The quotation already given from that author
says that �if a State should be divided in respect to ter-
ritory its rights and obligations are �not impaired; and
if they have not been apportioned by agreement, those
rights are to be enjoyed and those obligations ful�lled
by all the parts in common.� Not a word� in this quota-
tion about a division ratably according to population and
territory. ~ According to this authority the State of
Virginia was only a tenant in common with West Vir-
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ginia in all the public works, improvements and property
of the original undivided State, and had no. authority to
alienate, sell, give away, or dispose of any of the public
Works, and being in possession and holding them for her
own exclusive use and bene�t, by ousting West, Vir-
ginia, she would be bound to account to the latter for her
share. This would seem to be the legitimate conclusion
�from the authorities reliedlon by Judge Meredith, even
admitting their applicability to the case under considera
-tion, which we do not concede by any means; and, there-
fore, with this reference we pass them by.

We think we take a more practicable view of the sub-
ject, and one which will attain all the ends of justice. The
table accompanying this report shows that the bonded
debt of Virginia on the �rst day of January, 1861, repre-
sented money borrowed and expended in improving the
State by canals, railroads, turnpikes, plank roads and
bridges. All these expenditures conferred a local and
special bene�t, were expended, not only by the outlay of
the money in creating a market and stimulating enter�
prise and trade, but in otherwise developing the re-
sources of particular localities to an extent quite equal to
the general bene�t �of the State at large. And this local
and general development is the sum of the value of the
improvements to the section where located, and gives
them an inestimable and abiding value to that section.
This value is progressive and not susceptible of being
�xed. So certainly is this the case that it is probable, if
it were practicable to utterly extinguish these improve-
ments, and� thereby extinguish the debt, that the State
where they are located would not listen to such a propo-
sition.

V It may be assumed then that the public works for
which the debt was created are worth What they cost.
Virginia, by selling, donating, and disposing of these
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works as her own property, without regard to the rule
laid down by Chancellor Kent, and without consulting
West Virginia, must be taken to have accepted them on
that basis, and is therefore chargeable with them on that
basis.

VVhen the tables are consulted they will show an ex-
penditure of over thirty millions in Virginia and about
two and a half millions in West Virginia. Much of this
latter was expended at comparatively recent dates,
whereas the expenditures in Virginia range through a
period of �fty years, with bene�ts accruing more or less
throughout that period. In the light of such facts, we
submit that no intelligent mind, wishing only to do jus-
tice, can doubt for a moment that the bene�ts conferred,
and not the territory and population, should be the prin-
cipal, if not the only basis of an adjustment of the debt.
The Governor of Virginia, in his message of 1870, and
again in 1871, and the Legislature of that State, by its
funding bill, seem, however, to have entirely overlooked
the foregoing considerations, and to have jumped to the-
conclusion that "West Virginia should pay one�third of
the debt. "

VVe see the case differently. On the one hand, for
instance, we see rich cities, commercial marts of all kinds,
navigable rivers, �ne harbors, a highly improved and�
productive territory, wealthy capitalists and a well to do
people, public institutions, such as a State Capitol and�.
extensive public grounds, an Executive Mansion, a Peni-
tentiary, Armory, University, two Lunatic Asylums, a
Military Institute, a Blind �Asylum, a valuable miscel-
laneous and law library, a large literary fund and the
United States deposit of surplus revenue. All these re-
sources in addition to the vast millions invested
in canals and railroads and other avenues of inland com~
merce.
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On the other hand we see setiin the balance against
these rich resources the territory of West Virginia, less
than o11e-third of the old State, much of it broken into
barren mountains and hills, no navigable streams pene-
trating it in every direction, no railroad but the Balti-
more & Ohio, no public works or institutions, her lands
mostly covered with unbroken forests and rewarding in-
dustry but grudgingly, no outlets in the i=nterior for the
little surplus existing, the people poor a.nd subsisting by
rough work in the woods and �elds, possessed of no capi-
tal wherewith either to develop their localities or amelio-
rate their own condition in life in fact, their only wealth

being for the most part their poor soil, their untiring per-
severance and their indomitable love of liberty.

And yet, notwithstanding this great discrepancy be-
tween the condition and resources of the two States, Vir-
ginia assigns one�third of her funded» and compounded
debt to West Virginia to pay, simply because the latter
has one�third of the territory and one�fourth the popula-
tion formerly belonging to the whole State. And this,
too, notwithstanding her papers have often proclaimed
that West Virginia was a foster child of the old State,
and as such dependent upon her bounty. This opinion
we shall not stop to discuss, and we only refer to it as
showing the inconsistency between the theory and prac-
tice of our Virginia friends. Supposing it to be correct,
the explanation as to how it came about can never be
made creditable to those who lavished all their favors on

one section of the State, and withheld them from the
it - other, and the vindication of the step taken by West Vir-

ginia during thewar in separating from the old State
consists largely of this traditional discrimination against
her. And in this connection it may not be out of place
to notice that the increase of population in West Virginia

d during the diecade from 1860 to 1870 was of a character to
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still further vindicate the step taken, it being about thirty
per cent. This large increase illustrates her onward
march since her separation from her former foster par-
ent, and tends to suggest how far in advance of her pres-
ent position she really might have been had she received
in the past anything more than �the crumbs that fell
from the rich man�s table.�

We come now to the conclusion of our report. Hav-
ing given our reasons why we dissent entirely from the
position of Virginia in reference to the debt, we proceed
to state our own conclusions in regard to it as follows:

Statement A, as annexed to our report, shows that
the bonded debt of Virginia, on the �rst of January, 1861,
after all deductions, was $31,�/79,067.32.

The same statement also shows that all of said debt
was expended within the present State of Virginia, with
the exception of $2,784,329.29.

Statement E, shows that $328,706.22 was collected
from counties in VVe~st Virginia after J anuary.1st, 1861.

Statement F, shows that the amount of expenditures
for all purposes in VVest Virginia was $3,343,929.29.

We are not able to say certainly what part of this
expenditure was from the proceeds of State bonds, (and,
therefore, a part of the State debt) and what part was
appropriated from the regular receipts of the treasury.
\Ve have had access to no data that could determine the

question. Our letter to the Second Auditor at Richmond
sought information on this point in vain. But we have
given Virginia the bene�t of it all as a. credit on her side
of the account, although the resolutions under which we
are acting contemplate nothing on the part of West Vir-
ginia but an assumption of her proportion of the bonded
debt, inasmuch as both sections and particularly Vir�
ginia, received appropriations out of the ordinary re-
ceipts of the treasury.
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VVe have charged West Virginia with all that We
have found expended within her limits, viz: The amount
of the funded debt created� for improvements within her
territory, the amount invested in her banks, the amount
expended on the Lunatic Asylum at Weston, and the
estimated value of the property known as the Lewi-sburg
Law Library.

On the other hand we have credited her With her

share of the estimated value of the public property and
assets of Virginia, other than the property represented
in the bonded indebtedness. This latter equalizes itself,

&#39; and therefore does not enter into the account. Virginia

has the property and owes the debt which it represents.
VVe refer only to the public buildings, institutions, and
other assets as given in statement\G. As to VVest Vir-
ginia�s share in these we can only venture an approxi-
mate estimate. The public buildings, the common prop-
erty of the two States, paid for out of the general reve-
nue, we have estimated! at $3,875,000, as per statement G;
and it would be reasoable we think to estimate �Vest Vir-

ginia�s interest in them at one�fourth on the basis of
population.

The same statement shows that the surplus revenue
of the United States deposited with the State under the
act of Congress, June 23, 1836, gave Virginia $2,937,-
237.34, of which sum she appears to have received at �
least $1,932,809.33. This act assigned to each State its
share of deposits on the basis of its representation in
Congress, and Virginia having, in 1860, thirteen repreé
sentatives, three of whom were from West Virginia, it

1. would seem that three�thirteenths of that fund belonged
to the latter.

To this share of the deposits, and her interest in the
nublic property, we add, as per statement, her propor~e
tion of the Literary Fund. This fund at the date quoted



146 VIRGINIA 1;. WRsT YIRGIIVIA

in statement G, amounted to $1,509,583.16: As it was ap-
portioned throughout tl1e State on the basis of the White
population, we follow that rule in assigning to West Vir-
ginia three-sevenths of it, that being her ratio of white
population in 1860.

Upon the data thus ascertained and explained, We
summarize the account between the two States as fol~
lows:

VVEST VIRGINIA To THE STATE or VIRGINIA.

Dr. For the amounts ex-

pended and invested
in her territory as set
forth in statement F . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,343,929.29

Cr. By one�fourth of the es-
timated value of the

public buildings and
other assets, as given
in statement Gr . . . . .. $968,750.00

� By three�thirteenths of
the United� States sur-

plus fund as per same
statement . . . . . . . . . . 446,032.92

� By three�sevenths of the
Literary fund as per
same . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 647,079.92

� By the amount collected
in VVest Virginia af-
ter January 1, 1861,
as per statement E. . . 328,706.22 2,390,569.06

Balance due Virginia . . . , . . . . . . . . $953,360.23

This is the balance as We �nd it after a protracted
examination of such sources of information as were

available to us. And the ascertainment of it naturally .0
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brings our labors to a conclusion. We commend our in
vestigations to Your EXcellency�s favorable considera-
tion. From the beginning we realized that the results ar-
rived at must -necessarily be only proximate in their char-
acter, inasmuch as our sources of information were lim~
ited. Subsequent inquiry, under more favorable circum�
stances, may change the general result a few thousands
for or against either State, but such a contingency is of
course unimportant. The principle upon whichthe debt
should be adjusted is the important point to settle. And
it is to this point, as set forth in these pages, that We beg
leave, through Your Excellency, to call the attention of

the Legislature. 
     
     Very respectfully,

Your EXcellency�s most obedient servants,
J. J. JACKSON.

J. M. BENNETT.

A. W. CAMPBELL.

Report of the Senate Ftmmce Committee of 1873.

STATE or WEST VIRGINIA,
CHARLESTON, December 22, 1873.

The attention of the Cornmittee on Finance has been

repeatedly called by resolutions introduced in the Senate
and otherwise, to the subject of Virginia�s public debt
and the share which it is equitable for West Virginia to

&#39; bear and pay. The committee under these frequent
promptings have been constrained to give the subject
their most earnest and careful attention as a matter
fraught with more than ordinary consequences to the

_ State, and come to a conclusion satisfactory to them-
selves, and it is believed that the conclusion of the coin-

? mittee will be approved by the judgment of the people in-
terested, and will receive the sanction of any tribunal be-

. fore whom it may be brought for adjudication,
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It is necessary to a full understanding of this subject
that reference be had to the treaty stipulations or funda-
mental conditions, by whatsoever name they may be
called, between the representatives of the people of Vir-
ginia and the people desiring separation, by the creation
of a new State, which led to the formation of a constitu~
tion, its adoption by the people and its approval by Con-
gress, and the establishmentof the State of West Vir-

ginia.
The ninth section of �an ordinance to provide for

the formation-of a new State out of a. portion of the ter-
ritory of this State,� (Virginia) passed August 20, 1861,
provided, that �the new State shall take upon itself a
just proportion of the public debt of the commonwealth
of �Virginia prior to the �rst day of J almamy, 1861, to be
ascertained by charging to it all State expenditures with
in the limits thereof, and a just proportion of the ordi-
nary expenses of the State government since any part of
the debt was contracted; and deducting therefrom the
monies paid into the treasury of the commonwealth from
the counties included within the said� new State during
the same period.�

Upon compliance with the conditions contained in
the ninth section and here quoted the people within the
counties now constituting West Virginia, were author-
ized to form a constitution to be presented to Congress
for its approval and for the admission of the new State
into the Union. &#39;

Accordingly a constitution was adopted! by a conven- 7
tion of the people from the several counties now consti-

tuting the State of ,We»st Virginia and to carefully guard ,1
and secure the rights prescribed by Virginia as a condi-� f
tion precedent to the formation of the new State, a pro-}
vision was incorporated into it to secure the exact ful�l1�j5
ment of the treaty stipulations as aforesaid. S�
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By article eight, section eight of the constitution, it
was provided that �an equitable proportion of the public
debt of the Commonwealth of Virginia prior to the first
day of January, 1861, shall be assumed by this Stateand
that the Legislature shall a.scertain the same as soon
as may be practicable, and provide for the liquidation
thereof by a sinking fund su�icient to pay the accruing
interest and redeem the principal within thirty�four
years.�

This subject has received a �careful consideration by
U commissioners appointed by authority of this State, and
while this committee see much to approve in the Report
of the Debt Commissioners of West Virginia on this sub-
ject for their great research and the ability with which
they handled the subject, considering the peculiar dif��
cultiesunderwhichtheylabored, as shown in their report,
and in the illustration of the many problems that may
rise in the discussion of this subject, yet this committee
think the controlling question has not been discussed by
the Commissioners by reason of the embarrassment sur-
rounding their action; and the Committee beg leave to
refer to the report which is appended hereto and marked

f No.1.
&#39;1 In construing the legal principles involved in this
� matter, it may be assumed» that a private creditor of Vir-
i ginia cannot sue West Virginia for contribution; for that
r is prohibited by the Constitution of the United States;
1 see article eleven of amendments United States Constitu-
: tion which declares that �the judicial power of the
in United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit
< in law or equity commenced or prosecuted against one
3� of the United States bycitizens or subjects of any for-
J eign State.� But notwithstanding this prohibition the

third article extends the judicial power of the Supreme
1 Court to controversies between two or more States. Un-
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der this provision of the Constitution it is within the
power of Virginia to institute and prosecute any
suit against West.Virginia touching th_e controversies
respecting the public debt.

If the conditions precedent to our admission as a
State, prescribed by Virginia herself, be accepted as a
true basis of adjustment and final settlement, Virginia�s
claims for expenditures can very properly be offset by
our contributions. &#39;

Upon this basis the whole subject is one of easy solu-
tion, containing no other items than that of creditor or
debtor with balances to be struck upon agreed principles.
The legislative history of Virginia establishes beyond a
doubt that the �rst act of assembly to create a. debt or
issue a bond was passed in the year 1821, and the execu-
tive records show that the �rst bond �issued by the com-
monwealth" of Virginia was in the year 1822.

From this latter period we date the commencement
of our liability under the fundamental stipulations pre-
cribedl by Virginia for our separation, which were ac-
cepted by the people of this State, approved by Congress,
and the President of the United States, as the head of
the executive department, and subsequently affirmed by
the Supreme Court of the United States, and may at this
day be accepted by the public as �rmly engrafted into ob-
ligations and rights as if the same were constitutional
provisions emanating from the «supreme power.

The concurrent approval, binding alike upon the
people of Virginia and West Virgi=nia, leads us to the fol-
lowing conclusions which are the results of a mathe-
matical demonstration, founded upon public and official
records, appropriate to determine how much of the bond-
ed debt of Virginia existing prior to J anuarv, 1861, was
expended within the limits of this State, and how much
was contributed by the -counties forming the same.
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The report of the Debt Commissioners hereinbefore
referred to shows that all State expenditures Within this
State prior to January, 1861, amounted to $3,366,929.29,
and although it is apparent that bonds for quite at large
mount of this sum were never issued, nevertheless the
expenditures would seem to import an obligation upon
our people to return every dollar which has been so con
tributed to the development of the territory of our State.

The committee have not entered into the tedious

process of calculating the interest, for the obvious reason
that there would be as much interest on our contributions

to as upon the receipts of Virginia.
The committee have therefore assumed the forego-

ing sum of $3,366,929.29 as importing a debt upon West
Virginia to be gathered and itemized from the report
of the Debt Commissioners aforesaid. �

From the amount of the foregoing expenditures
must be deducted the moneys paid into the Treasury of
the Commonwealth of Virginia, from the counties in-
cluded in this State during the same period. For the
sake of convenience the committeehave; charged to Vir-
ginia, not the Whole contribution, but the surplus after _
deducting a just proportion of the ordinary expenses of
the State government. Our total contributions from
taxes to the State of Virginia in the year 1822, amounted
to $63,000; and in that year the total of the expenses of
the State government chageable to us was $47,000, leav-
ing an excess of $16,000, which would go to the liquida-
tion of the debt created for expenditures Within our
midst. _

This small surplus in 1822, by the process of an in-
creased rate of taxation, and the increased value of the
subjects to be taxed, the rate rising from 8 cents to 40
cents on every one� hundred dollars in value, ma.de the

� excess of our contributions to the treasury of Virginia in
l the year 1860 amount to $512,000, rejecting fractions.



1572 VIRGINIA v. Wlasr VIRGINIA

Thus our contributions to _the treasury of Virginia
arising from taxes collected in that year amounted to
$647,079.96 In the same year our proportion of the
ordinary expenses of government amounted to $135,000,
which left the surplus aforesaid of $512,079.96. It will
be observed that the committee have referred only to the
surplus in 1822 and iii 1860. The surplus for the inter-
mediate periods swell the aggregate of our contributions
to $3,892,000 which is in excess of expenditures within
our limits by $525,000. .

It will thus be seen that our state is not indebted and
the Committee con�dently advance this statement, not-
only as containing the true basis of settlement between
the two States, but it is supported by incontrovertible
facts, by -conditions precedent prescribed by Virginia
under the restored government which government has
been approved as aforesaid by Congress, by the Execu-
tive and by the Supreme Court of the United States.

Notwithstanding the satisfactory condition of our
�nances and our material resources, the attention of the
committee has been called to the fact that �West Vir-

ginia certi�cates� and �West Virginia bonds� are
�quoted at the marketable value of from �ve to

�fteen �cents on the dollar, in many of the stock
- exchanges and markets of the United States. This of

course has a tendency to depreciate the just credit to
which this State is entitled. For it is acknowledged that
the credit of a State depends upon the value of its taxable
property, the amount of its indebtedness and above all
upon its punctuality in meetinor its engagements. These
quotations imply two things: �rst, that we owe a debt; .
second, that we are either unable or unwilling .to Dav the ~
debt which beget a want of con�dence in the minds of the
public who are uninformed with respect to the true con-
dition of VVest Virginia; and operate unjustly and injur- _

. v
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iously upon us. It would seem to be enough for us to say,
and We make the assertion Without the fear of contra-
diction, that We owe no debt, that We have issued no bonds
and our Constitution forbids the creation of a liability in
the nature of a public debt; and with thislassurance We
connot demand more -nor expect less of all honorable
stock brokers and bankers than the Withdrawal from the
list of indebted states the name of West Virginia.

�West Virginia certi�cates� and �West �Virginia
bonds� do not exist. No bonds have ever at any time
been issued by West Virginia and we are prohibited from
issuing at any time hereafter any bonds on the faith of
this State. The bonds or certi�cates referred to Were
issued by Virginia, and West Virginia had no agency or
participation therein. A i

In respect to the credit which our conduct and prop-
erty Would imply, We might be indifferent, but We have
higher aims and more ennobling ambition. We desire to
invite immigration, to cultivate our forests and to de�
velop our mineral resources; this cannot be done with
success, when men of thrift and capital are deterred from
immigrating to and within our borders by reason of the
persistent and unjusti�able misquotations of _our credit.
No one could be expected to invest capital Within a State
which has so far absorbed the substance of the people
thereof that its good faith and obligations were only
worth �ve cents on the dollar. West Virginia owes no
debt, has no bonds for sale and asks no credit.

� J. M. BENNETT, 
     
     Chairman.

JOHN W. GRANTHAM.
A. E. SUMMERS.

J. T. MoCLAsKEY.

R. B. SHERRARD.

ELLIOTT VAWTER.
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House Joint Resolution No. 10, Concerning the Virginia
Debt.

(Adopted February 7th, 1895.)

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia, That
this Legislature hereby declines to enter into any nego-
tiation With the debt commissioners, or commission ap-
pointed under a joint resolution, adopted by the General
Assembly of Virginia, in the month of March, 1894, look
ing to the settlement of the Virginia debt question, on the
basis set forth in said joint resolution.

House Joint Resolution No. 3.

(Adopted January 21, 1897.)

A resolution relating to the Virginia debt question.

Resolved by the Le_qislatm"e of PVest Virgiiniav, That
it is the sense of this Legislature that West Virginia
does not owe one cent of the so-called �Virginia Debt,�
and» that this Legislature is opposed to any negotiations
on that subject.

(H. J. R. No. 6.)

Joint Resolution No. 3.

(Adopted January 21, 1899.)

Relating to the �Virginia debt question.
Resolved by the Legislaitiwe of West Virginia), That

this legislature declines and refuses to take any action in
regard to What is known as the Virginia debt, or Vir-
ginia deferred certi�cates, either by considering any \
propositions of adjustment or settlement, so called, or
by authorizing the appointment of any committee or
committees having for their purpose the consideration
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of the same; and that it is the sense of this legislature
that the State of West Virginia is in no Way obligated
for the payment of any portion of the said debt or
certi�cates.

(S. J. R. No. 2.)

Joint Resolution No. 21.

l (Adopted January 16, 1901.)

Relating to the Virginia debt question.

Resolved by the Le_gi3latm�e of West Virginia, That
this legislature declines and refuses to take any action
in regard to what is known as the Virginia Debt, or Vir-
ginia Deferred Certi�cates, either by considering any
proposition of adjustment for settlement so called, or by
authorizing the appointment of any committee, or com-
mittees, having for their purpose the consideration of
the same. L -

And, that it, is the sense of the Legislature that the
State of West Virginia is in no way obligated for the
payment of any portion of the said debt, or certi�cates.

(H. JB. R. No. 3.)
1 Joint Resolution No, 3.

(Adopted January 21, 1903.)

Relating to the Virginia debt question.

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia, That
it is the sense of this legislature that the State of West
Virginia does not owe any part of the so�called Virginia
debt, and that this legislature is opposed to any negoti-
ations whatsoever on that subject. And, further, that
this legislature declines, and most emphatically refuses,
to take any action in regard to what is known as the_Old
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Virginiatdebt, or Virginia deferred certi�cates, either
by the consideration of a proposition of adjustment for
settlement, or by authorizing the appointment of any
committee or committees having for their object or pur-
pose the consideration of same; and that it is the sense i
of this legislature that the State of West Virginia is in
no way or manner obligated, either morally or legally,
for the payment of any portion of the said debt or certi�-
cates. Nor do we owe any other state or territory in
this Union;

(H. J. R. No. 7.)
Joint Resolution No. 3.

(Adopted January 20, 1905.)

Relating to the Virginia debt.
Resolved by the Legislature of West Virgmiiiw, That

it is the sense of this legislature that the State of West
Virginia does not owe any part of the socalled Virginia
debt, and that this legislature is opposed to any negotia-
tions whatsoever on that subject.

AN ACT to provide for the defense of the equity suit of
the Commonwealth of Virginia against the State of
West �Virginia, now pending in the Supreme Court
of the United States, and appropriate money for
such purposes.

(Passed February 4, 1907.)�

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West V&#39;i.rgim&#39;,w:

SEC. 1. That the Attorney General of West Vir-
ginia be and he is hereby authorized and directed to de-
fend the equity cause of the Commonwealth of Virginia
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against the State of West Virginia now pending in the
Supreme Court of the United States; and the board of
public Works is hereby authorized to employ such attor~
neys and agents to assist the Attorney General in the
defense of such suit as in its judgment shall be neces-
sary for the purpose.

SEC. 2. The Attorney General is further authorized
and directed to have made as soon as possiblelsuch
searches and investigations as may be necessary to ascer-
tain all the facts, which in his opinion, are needed for
the proper defense of said suit; and the attorney gen-
eral is further authorized, if in his opinion it is neces-
sary, to request of the officers of the said Commonwealth
of Virginia reasonable access to the records of said
Commonwealth so far as it may be necessary for such
purpose; and to cause such copies and extractspof such
records made as he or�his associates may deem neces�
sary for such purpose; and the attorney general is
directed to make full and complete reports of his acts
hereunder to the board of public works from time to
time, as he may deem proper or as requested by said
board, and to the legislature at each session thereof dur-

&#39; ing the pendency of this suit.
SEC. 3. To carry out the provisions of this act, the

sum of �fty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may
i be necessary, is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of

the treasuryfrom time to time on the requisition of the
board of public works.
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SCHEDULE 2

Paragraph XI of West Virginia�s Answer, Pages 10-15,

Inclusive 
     
     XI.

This respondent for further answer to said bill says�
that she denies that the Commonwealth of Virginia made
att-empts at different times to ascertain and settle the
equitable proportion of her public debt to be borne by
West Virginia, upon the terms and in the manner con-
templated by section nine of the ordinance adopted by
the convention of the State of �Virginia on the 20th day
of August, 1861, in section eight of Article VIII of the�
Constitution of West Virginia, or in the manner pre-
scribed by either of said instruments. The facts relat-
ing to the efforts of the Commonwealth of Virginia and
the State of West Virginia to make an adjustment of
the liability of the latter State, if any such liability ex-
ists, between the year 1865, when communication be-
tween the two States was re-established, and the year
1872, are as follows:

Prior to December, 1866, the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia instituted a suit in equity against the State of West 1
Virginia in this Honorable Court for a decision of the
question whether or not the counties of Berkeley and
Jefferson constituted a part of the State of West &#39;Vir-
ginia. This cause was not determined until the 6th day 6
of March, 1871, on which day it was decided in favor of
\Vest Virginia. The effect of the pendency of this suit
for over four years was to prevent a satisfactory adjust-
ment of West Virginia�s liabi.lity for the payment of an ,
equitable proportion of the public debt of Virginia as?
provided in said ordinance of the Wheeling Convention;

3
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because of the fact that VVest Virginia�s boundaries
could not be known and therefore it could not be deter-
mined what amount of money had been expended within
her limits for public works or other purposes prior to

&#39; the 1st day of January, 1861.

Respondent avers that the Governor of West Vir-
ginia in his message to the legislature in January, 1866,
recommended that Commissioners be appointed to set-
tle with the Commonwealth of Virginia respecting the
said public debt; but no action was taken by the legisla-
ture of West Virginia of 1866 for the reason that the
authorities of Virginia had made, at that time, no pro-
vision for a settlement, so far as was known to the
authorities of �West Virginia.

In his message to the legislature of West Virginia
in 1867, the Governor again directed the attention of
that body to the subject of the adjustment of the said
public debt, stating that he was informed that Honora-
ble Alexander H. H. Stuart, of Virginia, together with
two others, had been appointed under a resolution

L adopted by the General� Assembly of Virginia: First
for the purpose of securing a reunion of the two States,
or secondly, for the purpose of adjusting the public
debt and for a fair division of the public property. On
the 28th day of February of the same year, the legisla-
ture of VVest Virginia by resolution declared that the
people of that State were unalterably opposed to a re-

, union with the people of the Commonwealth of Virginia,
but expressed the willingness of the citizens of West
.&#39;Virginia to effect a prompt and equitable settlement
between the States and directed the Governor as soon
as the said suit in the Supreme Court of the United

States, relating to the counties of Berkeley and Jeffer-
son, had been disposed of, to appoint three commission-

.ers on the part of VVest Virginia to treat with the com-
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missioners of. Virginia upon the matter of adjusting the
public debt of that State as provided in the ordinance of
1861, and the Constitution of West Virginia, adopted
by the convention which assembled in November, 1861,
and also requiring a, report of their action to the Grov-
ernor in order that the same might be communicated to
the legislature of "West Virginia for its action.

In January, 1868, the Governor of West Virginia
A informed the legislature in his annual message that the

commissioners had not been appointed under the resolu-
tion because the suit in relation to the counties of Berke-
ley and Jefferson had not been disposed of. But in
February of that year the Committee on Claims and
Grievances of the House of Delegates, upon the petition
of one of &#39;Virginia�s creditors asking that the State of
West Virginia provide for the payment of certain bonds
of the State of Virginia of which he claimed to be the
bomt �ole holder, reported that the settlement of West
Virginia should be with the State of Virginia and not
with the Creditors of Virginia. And again in his mes-
sage of 1869 to the Legislature of West �Virginia the
governor referred to the subject of the settlement of the
public debt of Virginia and stated that commissioners
had not been appointed by him up to that time owing to
the fact that the suit between the States was still pend-
ing. The State of Virginia having, by an act approved
February 18, 1870, provided for the appointment of
three commissioners to treat with the authorities of the

State of West Virginia, the governor of West Virginia,
by communication dated February 24, 1870, advised the
Legislature of West Virginia of the passage of that act
by &#39;Virginia, and thereupon the Legislature of West Vir-
ginia, on the 1st day of March, 1870, appointed a joint
committee of the two Houses of the Legislature to confer
with the Virginia Commissioners and report to the Leg-
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islature, provided, however, that such appointment of
commissioners should not in any manner prejudice the
rights of West Virginia involved in the suit in equity
brought against her by the Commonwealth of Virginia
as her-einbefore stated, which was still pending in this
court.

Afterwards, on March 3, 1870, the governor of West
Virginia was authorized by the Legislature to appoint
three resident citizens of the State to treat with the
authorities of the Commonwealth of Virginia upon the
subject of the proper adjustment of the public debt of
that State, but it was provided that nothing in that
action was to be construed as impairing the jurisdiction
of VVest Virginia over the counties of Berkeley and J ef-
ferson; but as there was an omission to make an appro-
priation to pay the expenses of West Virginia�s com-
missioners, and the resolution authorizing their appoint-
vment was passed on the last day of the session of the
Legislature, the Governor of VVest �Virginia again in his
message of 1871 stated that no appointment had been
made owing to the lack of funds to pay the expenses of
such commission. �

Pending the efforts thus being made on the part of
West Virginia, the general assembly of Virginia, on
February 20, 1871, through the Governor of that State,
tendered to West Virginia a proposition for an arbitra-
tion of the question relating to the public debt of that
State, the arbitrators not to be citizens of either
State, each State to appoint two arbitrators and the two
to select an umpire if deemed necessary. This proposal
made by the Commonwealth of Virginia was submitted
to the Legislature of "West Virginia �on the 17th day of
February, 1871, but on the 15th day of February, 1871,
two days prior to the communication of this action of
the General Assembly of� &#39;Virginia, the Legislature of
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West Virginia had passed a joint resolution authorizing
the Governor to appoint three disinterested citizens of
the State to treat with the authorities of the Common-

wealth of Virginia upon the subject of the adjustment
of the public debt of that State existing prior to the 1st �
day of January, 1861, to report on various matters re-
lating to the creation of the debt; upon the investments
held by the State of Virginia, and, providing, among oth-
er things, compensation for the commissioners and for
the employment of an accountant or clerk.

The proposal of Virginia relating to arbitration was
referred by the Legislature of VVest Virginia .to a joint
special committee of the two Houses, which committee
reported a preamble and joint resolution rejecting the
tender of arbitration made by the Governor of Virginia
because the adjustment of the debt should be subject
to the rati�cation of the legislatures of the two States
and because citizen commissioners from both States

would be necessarily more familiar with the circum-
stances attending the creation of the said debt and other
questions connected therewith. The said joint resolution
also invited the Commonwealth of �Virginia to appoint
three disinterested citizens of that State as commission-

ers, with authority to treat with the commissioners,
theretofore authorized upon the part of VVest Virginia;
but it was provided that their report should be subject
to the approval and rati�cation of the legislature of the
State of West Virginia and the General Assembly of the
Commonwealth of Virginia; and the Governor of West
Virginia was also directed by said resolution to communi-
cate to the Governor of Virginia, without delay, certi�ed
copies of the preamble and resolution. Accordingly, in
pursuance of this resolution, the Governor of West Vir-
ginia appointed three commissioners to negotiate with
the State of Virginia for a settlement of VV est Virginia�s
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equitable part of the public debt. After their appoint-
ment the said commissioners proceeded to Richmond,
where all the accounts, vouchers and other evidences of �
the receipt and expenditure of the money were kept, and
there spent some time in the examination of such docu-
ments as were accessible, but realizing the necessity for
further and more accurate information than they could
obtain unassisted, they addressed a communication to
the second auditor of the Commonwealth of Virginia
soliciting speci�cally the necessary information. To this
request on the part of the Commissioners of West Vir-
ginia, the said second auditor made a reply in which he
declined to furnish the information desired, a copy of
which reply is herewith �led as �Exhibit No. 2� and
made a part of this answer.

The failure and refusal of Virginia to co�operate
with the said commissioners placed them at a great
disadvantage in the examination of the records at Rich-
mond, and they therefore obtained only such facts� and�
�gures as to enable them to make an imperfect report to
the Governor of the State of �Vest Virginia with refer-
ence to said public debt, showing the part of said public
debt for which, in their opinion, according to such in-
formation as they could procure, We~st Virginia was
liable.

Respondent avers that by reason of the inability of
said commissioners to procure from the State of Vir-
ginia the necessary information concerning the public
debt and other matters connected therewith, their report
was not only Very incomplete and inaccurate, but it ap-
peared therefrom, that in making their investigations
they wholly disregarded the provisions of the ordinance
of the Wheeling Convention adopted August 20, 1861,
and did not follow the method of settlement therein pre
scribed and respondent avers that for these and other
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reasons the conclusions of said commissioners were not

agreed to or accepted by the Legislature of West &#39;Vir�
ginia; but subsequently the Senate of West Virginia pro-
ceeded to make an investigation of the subject through
its Finance Committee, of which J. M. Bennett, who was
for eight years auditor of the old State of Virginia, and
whose time expired when the city of Richmond was evac-
uated in 1865, was chairman. Said committee made a
report on the 22nd day of December, 1873, from which
it appeared that the State of West Virginia upon a
settlement with the Commonwealth of Virginia based
upon the provisions of section nine of the ordinance pass-
ed by the Commonwealth of Virginia at the Wheeling
Convention, did not owe to the said Commonwealth of
Virginia anything whatever, but that, on the contrary,
the said Commonwealth was indebted to West Virginia
on account of said debt on the 1st day of January, 1861, in
the sum of $512,000, not including interest. A copy of
said report is �led herewith, and made a part hereof as
Exhibit 3.

The State of West Virginia has never receded from
the provisions contained in section nine of the Wheel-
ing Ordinance with reference to the settlement of this
respondent�s just proportion of the public debt of Vir-
ginia, but has uniformly adhered thereto throughout her
history as a State; and the resolutions adopted by her
Legislature in recent years in which she declared that
she did not owe the State of Virginia anything on ac-
count of said public debt were based upon the said report
of the Senate Committee made in 1873 as aforesaid, and
upon Virginia�s persistent refusal to recognize the basis
of settlement provided for in said ordinance as the just
and true one upon which a settlement between the two _
States could legally and equitably be made.

After the proposition of the Commonwealth of Vir-
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ginia to select arbitrators, which was declined by the
State of West Virginia as hereinbefore stated the said
Commonwealth of Virginia at no time signi�ed her de-
sire to settle with West Virginia the matters relating to
West Virginia�s proportion of said public debt until the
adoption of a joint resolution approved March 6, 1894,
after she had compromised and settled with her creditors
and been released from all liability, which resolution
provided for the appointment of a commission of seven
members who were thereby authorized and directed to
negotiate with the State of West Virginia for a settle-
ment and adjustment of the latter State�s part of the
public debt proper to be borne by her, but which also
expressly provided that such commission should not
proceed with such negotiations until assurances should
be received from the holders of a majority in amount of
the certi�cates issued by Virginia under the acts here-
inafter referred to, that they desired the said commis-
sion to enter into and undertake such negotiations and
Would accept the amount so ascertained to be paid by the
State of West Virginia in full settlement of the one�third
of the debt of the original State which had not been
assumed by the State of Virginia; and it was also pro-
vided in said resolution that in no event should said com-

mission enter into negotiations except upon the basis
that�Virginia was bound only for the tWo�thirds of the
debt of the original State and wliich, as recited in said
resolution she had already provided for asuher equitable
proportion thereof. Under the aforesaid resolution no
negotiations were proposed to West Virginia until the
year 1895 and then only upon the conditions prescribed
in the joint resolution of 1894, which has never yet been
repealed or modi�ed in this respect; and negotiations
were again offered by Virginia in 1906 but upon the
same condition, that West Virginia should enter upon
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such negotiations with the admission on her part that
the said Commonwealth of Virginia should only be liable
for two�thirds of said debt, which was again declined by
the said State of VVest Virginia.



BRIEF FOR BONDHOLDING CREDITORS 167

&#39; SCHEDULE 3

Pages 12-20, Inclusive, of West Virginia�s Brief Upon the
Hearing on the Merits Upon the Report of the Special
Master.

Virginia Sought N 0 Aoljustmeiit with West Virgimva of
Any Part of the Public Debt as Alleged in Her Bill.

VVith reference to the efforts at settlement between
the two States touching the public debt, the bill makes
this avermentz

�After the year 1865, and prior to the year
1872, attempts were made at different times by
the public authorities of both the Commonwealth
of Virginia and the State of West Virginia, re�
spectively, to ascertain their contributive propor-
tions of the common liability resting upon them
for the public debt of Virginia contracttedpriior
to January 1st, 1861 E; but all such attempts
proved ineffectual and Vain, and no accounting
or settling of any kind was ever had between the
two States in regard to this debt.�

Record, p. 10.

The answer of the defendant to this paragraph of
the bill appears in the record at pages 149-154. The

&#39; facts in relation to this matter are as follows: ~

The �rst governor of West Virginia, the Hon.
Arthur I. Boreman, in his �rst message to the �rst legis-
lature of that State, in discussing the �nancial condition
and prospects of the new State, said:

�The constitution provides that this State
shall assume an equitable proportion of the debt
of Virginia, prior to the �rst day of January,
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1861, but no settlement can be made at present,
and when it is made our �equitable proportion�
cannot be much.�

In his message, dated January 16, 1866, to the legis-
lature of that year, Governor Boreman, after quoting
section 8 of article 8 of the constitution of West Vir-
ginia, says that the execution of this provision ofthe
constitution had theretofore been impracticable on ac-
count of the existence of the War, but now that the War
is over and peace is restored, he recommended the ap-
pointment of commissioners on behalf of the State to
meet a like commission from Virginia.

Prior to December, 1866, �Virginia instituted a suit
in equity against the State of VVest Virginia in this
Honorable Court for a decision of the question Whether
or not the counties of Berkeley and Jefferson consti-
tuted a part of the State of VVest Virginia. This cause
was not determined until the 6th day of March, 1871, on
which day it Was decided in favor of West Virginia.
During pendency of this suit no adjustment of West
V irginia�s liability, as provided in the ordinance, could
be made, because until the boundaries of West �Virginia
were de�nitely determined it could not possibly be
known What (1) amount of money was spent Within the
boundaries as State expenditures, (2) what her just pro�
portion of the expenses of the State government Was,
nor (3) the amount paid into the State treasury from
her counties, �as provided by the ordinance.

In his message to the legislature of 1867, Governor
Boremanirefers to his recommendation of the appoint-
ment of commissioners, made in last message, to meet
commissioners from the»State of Virginia, and states
that it had not been done because the authorities of Vir-
ginia had made no provision for such settlement. He
states that he was informed that the Honorable Alexan-so
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der H. H. Stuart, of Virginia, together with two others,
had been appointed under a resolution adopted by the
general assembly of Virginia; �rst, for the purpose of
securing a reunion of the two States, or secondly, for the
purpose of adjusting the public debt and for a fair divis-
ion of the public property. On February 28 of the same
year, the legislature of West Virginia by resolution de-
clared that the people of that State&#39;were unalterably
opposed to a reunion with the people of �Virginia, but
expressed the willingness of West Virginia to effect a
prompt and equitable settlement between the two States,
and directed the Governor as soon as the sa.id suit in the
Supreme Court of the United States relating to the
counties of Berkeley and Jefferson had been disposed of,
to appoint three commissioners on the part of West Vir-
ginia to treat with commissioners of Virginia upon the
matter of adjusting the public debt as provided in the
ordinance of 1861 and the constitution of West Virginia
(W. Va. Compilation, vol. 1, pp. 444-6).

In January, 1868, the governor of VVest Virginia in-
formed the legislature in his annual message, that the

�Commissioners to treat with Virginia in re-
gard to the public debt of that State, haveinot yet
been appointed under the resolutions of that sub-
ject adopted by the legislature, February 28, 1867.
The resolutions prescribe that the suit brought
by Virginia in the Supreme Court of the United
States, to recover jurisdiction over the counties
of Berkeley and Jefferson, shall be �nally disposed
of before such appointment shall be made, which
event has not yet transpired; and, if it had, there
might still be a question whether such settlement
should take place in the present condition of af-
fairs in Virginia.�

The �present condition of affairs in Virginia� re-
ferred to was doubtless that arising �out of the
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anomalous situation caused by the refusal of Congress
to admit representatives from Virginia, from December,
1865, until the State was re�adrnitted into the Union in
1870. Congress, it appears, refused to recognize as valid
the legislature that assembled under the Alexandria con-
stitution of Virginia. Later, the State was placed under
military government; a new constitution was adopted in
1868, rati�ed by the people in July, 1869, and Virginia
re�admitted into the Union January 26, 1870. No nego-
tiations could properly or safely have been carried on
with Virginia during this period of �reconstruction,�
even if the suit to recover Berkeley and Jefferson coun-
ties had not been pending.

Again, in his message in 1869 to the legislature of
West Virginia, the governor stated that commissioners
had not been appointed by him up to that time, owing to
the fact that the suit between the States was still pend-
ing. Virginia having, by an act approved February 18,
1870, provided for the appointment of three commis-
sioners to treat with the authorities of West Virginia,

&#39; the Governor of West Virginia, by communication dated
February 24, 187 0, advised the legislature of West Vir-
ginia of the passage of that act; and thereupon the legisf
lature of West Virginia, March 1, 1870, appointed a
joint committee of its two houses to confer with the Vir- , &#39;:
ginia commissioners and report to the legislature, pro- &#39;
viding, however, that such appointment of commission-
ers should not in any manner prejudice the rights of
West Virginia involve-d in the suit then still pending in
this court respecting the counties of Berkeley� and J ef-
ferson (W. Va. Comp., vol. 1, pp. 446-7).

On March 3, 1870, the Governor of West Virginia
was authorized by the legislature by joint resolution to
appoint three resident citizens of the State, to treat with
the authorities of Virginia upon the subject of the public
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debt of that �State, but it was provided that nothing in
that action was to be construed as imp-airing the juris-
diction of iWest Virginia over the counties of Berkeley
and Jefferson (W. Va. Comp., vol. 1, pp. 447-8). As the
resolution was passed on the last day of the session, and
as there was omission to make appropriation of money
to carry out its provisions, the Governor of West Vir-
ginia, in his message of 1871, stated that no appointment
had been made owing to the lack of funds to pay the
compensation and expenses of such commission.

Pending the efforts thus being made on the part of
West Virginia, the general assembly of Virginia,
through the governor of that State, tendered to VVest
Virginia a proposition for an arbitration of the question
relating to the debt, the arbitrators not to be citizens of
either State, each State to appoint two, and an umpire
to be chosen by the arbitrators if deemed necessary. This
proposal was submitted to the legislature of West Vir-
ginia on February 1.7, 1871, but on the 15th, two days
prior to the communication of this action of Virginia,
the legislature of West Virginia had passed a joint reso-
lution, authorizing the governor to appoint three disin-
terested citizens of the State to treat with the authorities
of Virginia upon the subject of the adjustment of the
public debt of that State existing prior to January 1,
1861, to report on various matters relating to the crea-
tion of the debt, upon the investments held by the State
of Virginia, and, providing, among other things, com-
pensation for the commissioners and for the employ-
ment of an accountant or clerk (W. Va. Comp, vol. 1-,

pp. 448-9).
The proposal of Virginia relating to arbitration

was referred by the legislature of West Virginia to a
joint special committee of the two houses, which commit
tee reported a preamble and joint resolution, rejecting
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the tender of arbitration because the adjustment of the
debt should be subject to the rati�cation of the legisla-
ture of the two States, and because citizen commission-
ers from the two States would be necessarily more
familiar with the circumstances attending the creation
of the said debt and other questions connected therewith.
This joint resolution also invited Virginia to appoint
three disinterested citizens of that State as commission-
ers, with authority to treat with the commissioners
theretofore authorized upon the part of West Virginia;
but it was provided that their report should be subject
to the approval and rati�cation of the legislature of the
State of West Virginia and the general assembly of the
commonwealth of Virginia. The Governor of West Vir-
ginia was directed by said resolution to communicate to
the Governor of �Virginia, without delay, certi�ed copies
of the preamble and resolution (W. Va. Comp., vol. 1,
pp. 449-54). Accordingly, the Governor of West Vir-
ginia appointed three commissioners for the purpose
aforesaid. This commission is known as the �West Vir-
ginia Debt Commission of 1871.� After their appoint-
ment they proceeded to Richmond, where all the evi-
dences of the receipt and expenditure of the money were
kept, and there spent some time in the examination of
such documents as were accessible. Realizing the necessi-
ty for further and more accurate information than they
could obtain unassisted, they addressed a communica-
tion to the second auditor of Virginia, soliciting spe-
ci�cally the necessary information. To this request the
second auditor made a reply, in which he declined to fur- ;:
nish the information desired, a copy of which reply is 7
�led as �Exhibit No. 2� of defendant�s answer (R., p. Q
166).

Soon after their appointment the commission ad- 3
dressed a letter to the Governor of Virginia, notifying
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him of their appointment, their organization, and the
duties put upon them, and requesting him to indicate at
his earliest convenience&#39;What �channel of communica-

tion Will be open to us.� Nearly a month later they
received from the Governor of Virginia a copy of a let-
ter from him to the Governor of West Virginia, de-
clining to recognize the West Virginia commissioners
(W. Va. Comp., vol. 1, pp. 457�9). A few Weeks later, in
his message to the legislature, the Governor of Vir-
ginia �proceeds,� to quote the language of the West
�Virginia Debt Commission, �to asperse the good faith
of the State of West Virginia� (W. Va. Comp., vol. 1,
p. 463). Having failed in their effort to obtain either
the recognition or the cooperation of the governor or the
second auditor of Virginia, the commission left Rich-
mond, because, as they say in their report, �further stay
was not likely to add to the scant information already
gleaned by them from the public document� (W. Va.
Comp, vol. 1, p. 462). &#39; &#39; V

The failure and refusal of �Virginia to recognize, re-
ceive, or co-operate With the commissioners placed them
at a great disadvantage, and they therefore obtained
only such facts and �gures as enabled them to make an
imperfect report to the Governor of West Virginia with
reference to the matters With which they were charged;
and because of the incompleteness and inaccuracy of
their report, and because it appeared therefrom, that in
making their investigations they wholly disregarded the
provisions of the ordinance of the Wheeling convention

* adopted August 20, 1861, and did not follow the method
of settlement therein prescribed, their report was not
adopted by the legislature of West Virginia. In 1873,

7 the Senate of West Virginia made an investigation of
E the subject of the debt, through its �nance committee, of

which J. M. Bennett, Who was fOI\:i eight years auditor of
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the old State of Virginia, and whose time expired when
the -city of Richmond was evacuated in 1865, was chair-
man. This committee made a&#39;report on December 22,
1873, from which it appeared that West Virginia upon
a settlement with Virginia, based on the provisions of
section nine of the ordinance, did not owe to Virginia
anything whatever, but that, on the contrary, Virginia
Was indebted to West Virginia on account of said debt
on January 1, 1861, in the sum of $512,000, not including
interest. A copy of this report is printed in the record
at page 166, as Exhibit 3 of defendant�s answer.

A few Weeks after the West Virginia Debt Commis-
sion of 1871 retired from Richmond after their fruit-

less endeavors there for recognition and co�operation,
and after the Governor of Virginia had, in his mes-
sage to the general assembly, questioned the good
faith of West Virginia, Virginia passed her first fund-
ing act, that of 1871, in which she assumed tWo�thirds of
the amount of the debt as her full share, and, in viiolation
and repudiation of section nine of the orclmance of
August 20, 1861, arbitrarily set aside the other one-third
as West &#39;Virginia�s portion.� This is the more remarl<a�
ble when it is remembered that she refers to and quotes
from said section nine of the ordinance in the preamble
of this act (R., p. 18). And to the same effect were the
funding acts of 1879, 1882, and 1892. The joint resolu-
tion of the general assembly of Virginia, approved
March 6, 1894, to provide for adjusting the portion of
the debt to be borne by West Virginia, and creating the
Virginia Debt Commission,� provides (R., p. 49):

�But said commission shall in no event enter

into any negotiation hereunder except upon the
basis that Virginia is bound only for the two-
thirds of the debt of the original State Which she
has already provided for as her equitable pro-
portion thereof.�
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And the act of the� general assembly of Virginia, ap-
proved March 6, 1900, is to tl1e same effect, namely, that
Virginia is liable for two-thirds only of the debt as her
part thereof, which she has already provided for.

VVest Virginia, since the passage of the funding act
of 1871�certainly since the adoption of the joint resolu-
tion of 1894,��could enter upon negotiations with Vir-
ginia upon no other basis. West Virginia must agree,

� as a preliminary to any such negotiations with Virginia,
that Virginia Was liable for tWo�thirds only of the debt,
that this was her �equitable proportion,� and that she
has settled that. And what besides Would it be held that
West �Virginia recognized or admitted or agreed to had
she entered into negotiations with Virginia on such
basis? This, that she had recognized that she was liable
for the other third as her �equitable proportion;� for,
it would be reasoned, that since it takes three�thirds to
make a Whole, and as Virginia was liable for two
thirds only, West Virginia must be liable for the oth-
er third. It is and was not reasonable to ask that VVest
Virginia should place herself in such a position, especi-
ally as it would have set aside the agreement West Vir-
ginia made with reference to her portion of the debt and
the method of ascertaining the same, contained in sec�
tion nine of the ordinance,

�lest Virginia has never receded from the said pro»
Visions of the ordinance with reference to the settlement

V &#39; of her just proportion of the public debt of Virginia, but
has uniformly adhered �thereto throughout her history as
a State. The resolutions adopted by her legislature in
recent years, in which she declared that she» did not owe
the State �of &#39;Virginia anything on account of said� debt,
and would not negotiate with her concerning the same,
were based upon the said report of the �nance commit-
tee of 1873,~11p0I1 Virginia�s persistent refusal to recog-
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nize the basis of settlement provided for in said ordi-
nance, and upon the conditions of negotiations dictated _
by Virginia in �her said joint resolution of 1894 and said
act of 1900.

After the said proposition of �Virginia, made in 1871,
to select arbitrators, which Was declined by West Vir-
ginia, as hereinbefore stated, Virginia at no time signi-
�ed her desire to settle with West Virginia the matters
relating to West &#39;Virginia�s proportion of said public�
debt, until after the adoption of said joint resolution ap-
proved March 6, 1894, whereby she had compromised and
settled with her creditors and been released from all

liability, which resolution provided that the commission
thereby created should not proceed with negotiations
with West Virginia until assurances should be received
from the holders of a majority in amount of the certi�-
cates issued by Virginia under her funding acts, herein-
before referred to, that they desired the commission to
undertake such negotiations and would accept the
amount so ascertained to be paid by VVest Virginia in
full settlement of the one-third of the debt of the original
State which had not been assumed by Virginia; and also
that in no event should said commission enter into nego-
tiations except upon the basis that Virginia Was bound
only for the two-thirds of the debt of the original State
and which she had already provided for as her equitable
proportion thereof. Under this resolution no negotia-
tions Were proposed to West Virginia until the year
1895, and then only upon the conditions prescribed in
said joint resolution of 1894, which has never yet been re-
pealed or modi�ed in this respect. Negotiations were
again offered by �Virginia in 1906, b11t upon the same
condition, that is, that West Virginia should enter upon
such negotiations with the admission on her part that
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Virginia should be liable for two�thirds only of the debt,
which was again declined by VVest Virginia.

It will be clearly seen, therefore, that the allega4
tions in the bill that �attempts were made at different
times by the public authorities of both the commonwealth
of Virginia and the State of West Virginia, respectively,
to ascertain their contributive proportion of the common
liability,� is not supported to the extent and effect.
sought to be shown by the bill �led in this case.

It is averred in the bill that it was soon apparent:
that Virginia had by the act of March 6, 1871, assumed a
heavier burden than she was able to bear, and other-
plans for the settlement of the debt were attempted to be
made by the action of the General Assembly on March
28, 1879, and February 14, 1882, until at length, it is
alleged, that a �nal and satisfactory settlement of the
portion of the debt of the original State which �Virginia
should assume and pay was de�nitely concluded by the
act of February 20, 1892. See R., pp. 21-47. Virginia
�les with her bill copies of each of these acts of her
General Assembly as Exhibits Nos. 2, 3, and 4. It is
also shown by the bill that Virginia, by her act of March
30, 1871, gought to �x her liability upon the basis of two-
thirds of the original debt, and it is alleged that this was
the intention of that act. 8



. Group 6�6&#39;7«.~ coupon bonds redeemable in 35 years

Yr1:Gi.\&#39;l_x tr. W «sr T11:e1N�1A

SCHEDULE 4.

INDEX TO THE MET�HOD OF COMPUTING INTEREST ON WEST VIRGINIAJS SHARE
on THE DEBT AS IT EXISTED JANUARY 1, 1861.

In literary and
Total sinking funds
bonds and in the Net amount.

outstanding hands of Board
of Public Works.

Group 1--6�s . . . . . . . . .. $ 9,729,326.36 $ 772,055.33 $ 8,957,271.03
2&#39;�5�s . . . . . . . . . . 452,200.00 190,200.00 262,000.00
3��6�s . . . . . . . . .. 350,000.00 254,500.00 95.500.00
4�6�s . . . . . . . . .. 125,393.27 18,680.02 106,713.25
5�6�s . . . . . . . . .. 8,861,864.33 773,689.18 8,088,175.15
6�6�s . . . . . . . . .. 13,082,500.00 . .  . . 13,082,500.00
7��6�s . . . . . . . . .. 1,059,500.00 547,000.00 512,500.00
8�5�s . . . . . . . . .. 1,815,204.50  .  . . 1,815,204.50

5�s . . . . . . . . .. 5,000.00 5,000.00 .. .  . .

Total . . . . . . . . .. $35,480,988.46 $2,561,124.53 $32,919,863.93
�Accrued interest. January 1, 1861 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 977,209.89

Total debt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $33,897,073.82
West Virginia�s proportion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7,182,507.46

West Virginia�s proportion, per cent of total debt. 21.2%
Group 1�6% registered bonds redeemable at the pleasure

of the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Interest upon West Virginia�s share of these

bonds is computed from January 1, 1861, to
January 1, 1913. .

Group 2�5% registered bonds redeemable at the pleasure
of the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Interest upon- West Virginia�s share of these
bonds is computed from January 1, 1861, to
January 1, 1913.

Group 3��6% annuity on old James River stock . . . . . . ..
Interest upon West Virginia�s share of these

annuity is computed from January 1, 1861, to
January 1, 1913.

Group 4�6% registered bonds redeemable in 20 years...
No interest is charged against West Virginia on

her share of these bonds.
Group 5�6% registered bonds redeemable in 34 years...

&#39; Interest upon West Virgi�nia�s share of the
bonds, each of the four loans listed in this
group, is computed from January 1, 1861, to a
date 34 years after the date of the act
authorizing such issue.

$8,957,271.03

262,000.00

95,500.00

106,713.25

8,088,175.15

13,082,500.00
The interest upon West Virginia�s share of these

bonds is computed from January 1, 1861, to
March 29, 1886, being 35 years after March 29,
1851, the date of the act authorizing this issue.

Group 7��6% registered bonds in lieu of coupon bonds
redeemable in 35 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 512,500.00 ;
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Interest upon West Virginia�s share of these
bonds is computed from March 29, 1886, being
35 years after March 29, 1851, the date of the
first act authorizing issue of coupon bonds for
which these bonds were exchanged.

Group 8-5 %» sterling coupon bonds redeemab�le.in 35 years 1,815,204.50
Interest upon West Virginia�s share of these

bonds is computed from January 1, 1861, to
March 29, 1886, being 35 years after March 29,
1851, the date of the act authorizing this issue.

GROUP 1.

6% REGISTERED BONDS REDEEMABLE AT PLEASURE or GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Amount.
Alleghany & I-luntersville Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $ 2,700.00
Alexandria Canal Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232,400.00
Berryville & Charlestown Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6,400.00
Beverly & Fairmont Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 16,600.00
Blue Ridge Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 32,200.00
City Point Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 49,600.00
Charlestown & Point Pleasant Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . .. 20.800.00
Charlestown & Point Pleasant Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . .. 5,800.00
Cacapon & North Branch Turn.pike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 11,000.00
Cumberland Gap Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 61,600.00
Clarksburg & Buckhannon Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ;. 8,000.00
Coal River Navigation Go. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4,000.00
Dismal Swamp Canal Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 16,500.00
Dragon Swamp Navigation C0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..\ . . . . . .. 1,464.00
Exchange Bank of Virginia and Northwestern Bank of

Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 440,257.00
Giles Fayette & Kanawha Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 9,000.00
Goose Creek & Little River Navigation Go. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7,000.00
Holliday Cove Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4,700.00
Hardy & Wlinchester Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,500.00
Howardsville & Rock�sh T�urnpike�Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000.00
Hampshire & Morgan Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4,600.00
Ice�s Ferry Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,358.00
Bank of Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 97,800.00
James River & Kanawha Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,773,431.59
James River & Kanawha Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 229,034.00
James River & Kanawha Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,205,100.00
James River & Kanawha Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 106,350.00
Louisa Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 16 6,150.00
Louisa Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1;� 6,987.00
Louisa Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12,900.00
Levvisburg & Blue Sulphur Springs Turnpike Co. . . . . . .. 1,000.00
Lafayette & English Ferry Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 2.550.00
Lynchburg & Buffalo Springs Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . .. 8,500.00
Little Stone Gap Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3,000.00
Marshall & Ohio Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 9,000.00
Moore�eld & North Branch Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,700.00
Morgantown & Bridgeport Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,040.00
Moore�eld & Alleghany Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3,600.00
Natural Bridge Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6,100.00
North Carolina & Wytheville Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 100,00
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North Western Turnpike Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 53,850.00
North Western Turnpike Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6,600.00
North Western Turnpike Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,000.00
North Western Turnpike Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5,904.73
North Western Turnpike�Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,100.00
Newmarket & Sperryville Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 9,100.00
Ohio River & Maryland Line Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12,000.00
Ohio River & Maryland Line Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,600.00
Orange & Alexandria Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108,200.00
Petersburg Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 147,580.00
Portsmouth & Roanoke Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 64,950.00
Portsmouth & Roanoke Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 50,000.00
Pittsylvania, Franklin & Boutetourt Turnpike Co. . . . . . . 9,090.10
Richmond & Petersburg Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 175,900.00
Richmond & Petersburg Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 49,700.00
Rappahannock Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12,900.00
Rappahannock Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 95,000.00
Red & Blue Sulphur Springs Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4,900.00
Rivanna Navigation Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6,000.00
Richinond & Danville Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 378,090.00
Richlands to Kentucky Line Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3,520.00
Rocky\ Mount Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .. 9,800.00
Rich Patch Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,100.00
Staunton & Parkersburg Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,900.00
Staunton & Parkersburg Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 16,510.00
Salem & Pepper�s Ferry Turnpike Co, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4,900.00
Salem & Newcastle Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3,875.00
South Western Turnpike Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 71,970.00
South Western Turnpike Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123,162.00
Smiths River Navigation Go. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,600.00
Tazewell Court House and Fancy Gap Road . . . . . . . . . .. 3,420.00
Upper Appomattox Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 37,900.00
Valley Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 232,413.00
Valley Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 22,664.00
Virginia & Maryland Bridge Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 8,200.00
Virginia, Tennessee Railroad Co, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 66,800.00
Winchester & Potomac Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 133,935.00
Wheeling, West Liberty & Bethany Turnpike Co. . . . . . .. 8,407.61
Weston & Fairmont Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,000.00
Weston & Gauley Bridge Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5,000.00
Wellsburg & Bethany Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,700.00
Williamsport Turnpike Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 800.00
Registered bonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,272,348.00

$ 262,000.00

Elapsed time from Janury 1, 1801, to October 1, 1913 : 52 years, 9
months,

VVest Virginia�s share. computed at 21.2% of the above. . .$ 1,898,941.46
Interest on West Virginia�s share . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6,010,149.72
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GROUP 2.

5% REGISTERED BONDS REDEEMABLE AT PLEASURE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Portsmouth & Roanoke Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $104,000.00
Portsmouth & Roanoke Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 100,000.00
Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac R. R. Co. . . . . . . . .. 5,000.00
Winchester & Potomac Railroad Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 8,000.00

$262,000.00

Elapsed time from January 1, 1861, to October 1, 1913 : 52 years,_9
months.

West Virginia�s share, computed at 21,2�% of the above. . V �$55,544.00
Interest on West Virginia�s share . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 146,497.30

GROUP 3.

JAMES RIVER ANNUITY, 6%.

James River Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $95,500.00

Elapsed time from January 1, 1861, to October 1, 1913 ;_52years, 9
months.

West Virginia�s share, computed at 21.2% of the above.. $20,246.00
Interest on West Virginia�s share . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 64,078.59

GROUP 4.

6% REGISTERED BONDS REDEEMABLE IN 20 YEARS.

Staunton & Parkersburg, Loan No. 16, act o� March 16, 1838 $106,713.25

No interest charged to West Virginia on this loan.

West Virginia�s share, computed at 21.2% of the above. . . $22,623.21

GROUP 5.

6% REGISTERED BONDS REDEEMABLE IN 34 YEARS.

James River & Kanawha C0,,
Act March 23, 1860 . . . . . . .. $2,492,400.00

West Virginia�s proportion
@ 21.2% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Interest on West Virginia�s
share from January 1,
1861, to March 23, 1894 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $1,053,332.51

Being 34 years after March
23, 1860, the date of the act
authorizing this issue. Elapsed
time, 33 years, 82 days.

$528,388.80

(Loan No. 91.)
Registered bonds issued for

redemption of Warrants, act
March 17, 1856 . . . . . . . . . .. 2,698,700.00
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West Virginia�s proportion
@ 21.2% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Interest on West Virginia�s
share from January 1, �
1861, to March 17, 1890 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Being 34 years after March
17, 1856, the date of the act
authorizing this issue. Elapsed
time, 29 years, 76 days.

572,124.40

1,002,642.29

(Loan No. 93.)

Registered bonds, act March 18,
1858 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

West Virginia�s proportion
@ 21.2% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Interest on West Virginia�s
share from January 1,
1861, to March 18, 1892 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Being 34 years after March
18, 1858, the date of the act
authorizing this issue. Elapsed
time, 31 years, 77 days.

398,900.00 
     
     84,566.80

158,364.86

(Loan No. 90.)

Registered bonds (coupons at-
tached),

Acts March 2&#39;9,. 19511-
May 25, 1852 f . . . . .  2,498,175.15
West Virginia�s proportion

@ 21.2% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Interest on West Virginia�s

share from January 1,
1861, to March 29, 1885 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 770,306.41

Being 34 years after March
29. 1851., the date of the �rst
act authorizing this issue.
Elapsed time, 24 years, 88 days.

Totals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..$8,088,175.15 $1,714,693.13 $2,984.656.07

GROUP 6.

6% COUPON BONDS REDEEMABLE IN 35 YEARS.

Coupon bonds, act of March 29, 1851 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $13,082,500.00

Elapsed time from January 1, 1861, to March 29, 1886 2 25 years, 88
days. Being 35 years after March 29, 1851, the date of the act authoriz-
ing this issue.

West Virginia�s share computed at 21.2% of the above... $2,773,490.00
Interest on West Virginia�s share . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . 4,200,367.40
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GROUP 7.

6% REGISTERED BONDS REDEEMABLE IN 35 YEARS.

(Loan No. 92.)

Registered bonds in exchange for coupon bonds, act of
March 18, 1856 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $512,500.00

West Virginia�s share, computed at 21.2% of the above . . $108,650.00
Interest on West Virginia�s share . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164,547.17

GROUP 8.

5% STERLING COUPON Boxns REDEEMABLE IN 35 YEARS.

Sterling coupon bonds, act of March 29, 1851 . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,815,204.50

West Virginia�s share, computed at 21.2% of the above.. $384,823.35
Interest on West Virginia�s share . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 485,666.31

SUMMARY.

Net total Amount
amount of chargeable to Interest on

bonds West Virginia West Virgiuia.�s
outstanding. @ 21.2%. share.

Group 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $ 8,957,271.03 $1,898,941.46 $ 6,010,149.72�
2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262,000.00 55,544.00 146,497.30
3 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 95,500.00 20,246.00 64,078.59!
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 106,713.25 22,623.21 ..  .  . .
5 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 8,088,175.15 1,714,693.13 2,984,656.07
6 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 13,082,500.00 2,773,490.00 4,200,367.40-«
7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512,500.00 . 108,650.00 164,547.17�
8 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,815,204.50 384,823.35 485,666.31

$32,919,863.93 $6,979,011.15 $14,055,962.56

SCHEDULE &#39;5.

West Virginia Debt. The Amount Wu st Virginia Should Pay on the Various

Bases Shown in Point Seven.

BAsIs�PAYMEN&#39;rs MADE BY VIRGINIA 0N ACCOUNT OF HER SHARE on� THE

DEBT. 
     
     Estimated

From Exhibit amounts [Estimated]�;
No. 7 of the accrued Oct. 1, 19.13.,

p1ainti��s bill. since 1906.
Interest paid . . . . . . . . . $35,551,642�.82 $6,300,000.00 $41,850,000.00�

to Feb. 1, 1906. to Feb. 1, 1913,
about

Bonds taken up . . . . . . . 10,771,791.49 � 1,328,100.00 12,099,891..4Sv
to Sept. 30,1905 to July 14,1913
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New bonds issued and
outstanding . . . . . . . . 25,537,820.00 *1,153,907.73 24,383,912.27

1905 report

*Deduct.

Total paid out by Vir-
ginia.�about . . . . .. 71,861,253.31 . .  . . 78,333,803.7G

_T�h_e court found that Virginia�s proportion was 76.51% and West
V1rg.1nia�s 23.5%.

f .235
Ratio 4 ���- } : 0.30715

&#39; _ _ [ .7651]
Multiplied by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $78,333,803.76
Eq111Va1ent payment by West Virginia on her share . . . . . . 24,060,227.82

BASIS-�CONSTITUTIONAL PLEDGE.

6�s.* 5�s* Total.
West Virginia. proportion,

1861 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6,731,361.24 $ 451,146.22 $ 7,182,507.46
�34 years interest 204% 170%

amounts to . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,731,976.93 766,948.57 14,498,925.50

�Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20,463,338.17 $1,218,094.79 $21,681,432.96

*See table below. 
     
     BAsIs�1871-1891 FUNDING ACTS OF VIRGINIA.

The court has decided_that West Virginia owed $7,182,507.46 out of
a total debt of $33,897,073.82 January 1, 1861.

Under the State of Virginia Refunding Plan in 1871, 34-year bonds
bearing 6% and 5 % interest from July 1, 1871, were offered par for
par for principal and interest of that portion of the joint debt settled
for by Virginia in new bonds bearing same rates of interest. 6%
accrued interest was allowed on 6% bonds and 5% for 5% dollar bonds.
-�(Sterling bonds were extended, not exchanged.)

From the Master�s report it appears that the
Amount of 6�s was . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $31,767,939.21
Amount of 5�s Was . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,129,134.61

Out of a total of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $33,897,073.82

debt, as of January 1, 1861. K

Proportion of 6�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 93.71882%
Proportion of 5�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6.28118%

On this basis, the West Virginia share is:

6�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $6,731,361.24
5&#39;s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 451,146.22

Out of a total of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,182,507.46
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Interest from January 1, 1861, to July 1, 1871, at��

5%�101/2 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 52"/.,%
6%�101/2 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 63%

Settlement of 1871 applied to West Virginia debt: -
Principal. Interest. Total.

5�s . . . . . . . . . .. $ 451,146.22 $ 236,851.77 $ 687,997.99
6�s . . . . . . . . . .. 6,731,361.24 4,240,757.58 10,972,118.82

$7,182,507.46 $4,477,509.35 $11,6&#39;60,116.81
Interest at 5%, July 1, 1871, to July 1, 1891, 20 years, 100%; at 6%,

120%. 
     
     Amount settled for�

Principal as above . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $11,660,116.81
Interest at.100% on 5�s..... $ 687,997.99
Interest at 120% on 6�s. .  13,166,542.58

������- 13,854,540.57

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $25,51-1,657.38

Virginia offered 19/28 of principal and interest in new century bonds.
19/28 of $2&#39;5,514,657.38 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $17,313,517.51 _

The century bonds have paid�
2% for 10 years to July 1, 1901 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20%3% for 12 years to July 1, 1913 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 36% 

     
     56%

Value of settlement on 1871-1891 basis, as of July 1, 1913:

Principal in 1891 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,313,517.51
56% interest to July 1, 1913 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,695,569.81

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,009,087.32

BASIS 1871-1879-1891 FUNDING Aors or VIRGINIA.

Total amount of settlement of 1871, if applied to West Virginia debt
(from preceding statement), July 1, 1871:

5�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $ 687,997.99
6�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 10,972,118.82

$11,660,116.81

In 1879 Virginia offered 50% for accrued interest and par for
principal in 40-year bonds dated January 1, 1879, paying 3% for ten
years, 4% for 20 years, and 5% for the last ten years. *

Per cent.

Accrued interest July 1, 1871, to January 1, 1879-
736 years at 6% on 6% bonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 45

One-half accrued interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 221/2
Principal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

Total settled for . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1221/2
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7% years at 5% on 5% bonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 371/2
One-half accrued interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 18%
Principal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

� Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 118%

118%% of $687,997.99 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $ 816,997.61
1221/_,% of $10,972,118.82 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 13,440,845.55

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $14,2&#39;57,843.1&#39;6

Principal of new 40-year bonds:

Accrued interest to July 1, 1891�10 years at 3%. . .. 30%
Accrued interest to July 1, 1891:21/g years at 4%. . . 10%

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40%

40% of $14,257,843.16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $5,703,187.26
Amount settled for in 1891:

Principal as above . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $14,257,843.16
Interest at 40%  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5,703,137.26

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19,960,980.42,
I
In 1891 Virginia paid 19/28 of principal and interest in new century

bonds.

19/28 of $19,960,980.42 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $13,544,951.00

Century bonds have paid 56% interest to July 1, 1913.
Value of settlement on 1871-1879-1891 basis, as of July 1, 1913:

Principal in 1891 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $13,544,951.00
56% interest to July 1, 1913 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7,585,172.56

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $21,130,123.56

BASIS 1891 FUNDING ACT or VIRGINIA

Virginia paid 19/28 of principal and interest.
Debt July 1, 1861 (see preceding statement):

5�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..$ 451,146.22
6�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6,731,361.24

$ 7,182,507.46

Interest. 30 years, July 1, 1861-July 1, 1891:
At 5% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 150%
At 6% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 180%

Amount to be settled for in 1891:

Principal. Interest. Total.
5�s . . . . . . . . .. $ 451,146,22 $ 676,719.33 $ 1,127,865.55

6,731,361.24 12,116,450.23 18,847,811.47

$7,182,507.46 $12,793,169.56 $19,975,667.02

Settlement at 19/28 in century bonds . . . .. $13,554,923.69
Century bonds have paid 56% interest to July 1, 1913.
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Value of settlement�unfounded xbonds, 1891 basis:
Principal in 1891 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $13,554,923.69
56% interest to July 1, 1913 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,590,757.27

$21,145,680.96

� BASIS 1871-1882 SETTLEMENTS.

Total amount of settlement of 1871, if applied to West Virginia. debt
(from preceding statement), July 1, 1871:

5�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 687,997.99
&#39;6�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,972,118.82

$11,660,116.81

In the 1882 settlement &#39;conso1s of 1871 were to receive 53% for
principal and interest in Riddleberger bonds bearing 3%.

Interest July 1, 1871, to July 1, 1882:
11 years at 5% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 55%
11 years at 6% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 66%
55% interest on $687,997.99-��5�s . . . . . . . . . .. $ 378,398.89
66% interest on $10,972,118.82�-�6�s . . . . . . .. - 7,241,598.42

Total interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $7,619,997.31

Principal of 1871 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $11,660,116.8I
Add interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7,619,997.31

Total to be settled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $19,280,114.12
Settled at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 53%

Amount July 1, 1882 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $10,2�18,460.48
Interest to July 1, 1913, 31 years at 3%��93% . . . . . . . . .. 9,503,168.25

Amount by July 1, 1913 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19,721,628.73

BASIS 1871-1879-1882 SETTLEMENTS.

�Amount of settlement of 1879 (from prior statement) . . . . $14,257,843.16
Accrued Interest January 1, 1879, to July 1, 1882-315

years at 3%, 101/_;% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,497,073.53
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $15,754,916.69

Settled� for July 1, 1882, at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 60%
In 3% Riddleberger bonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $ 9,452,950.01

Interest to July 1, 1913�31 years at 3%, 93% . . . . . . . . . .. 8,791,243.51

Total to July 1, 1913 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $18,244,193.52

[22629]





I iicomes the respondent, the State of West Virginia, by A.

ln the Supreme Court ofthe United States
OCTOBER TERM. 1913

No. 2, Original

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

VS.

STATE OF �TEST VIRGINIA.

In Equity.

RESPONSE OF THE DEFENDANT TO THE MOTION oE THE COM-
PLAINANT SUBMITTED IN THE ABOVE ENTITLED CAUSE.

And now, on this, the 13th day of October, 1913,

A. Lilly, Esq., the Attorney General of said State, and,
for answer to the motion submitted in the above cause
to

V �Proceed with 2. further hearing and deter-
mination of said case, and to settle and determine

- all questions left open and undetermined by its
decision rendered on the sixth day of March,
1911,�
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says that�

1. This Honorable Court, in its opinion in this
«cause rendered on the 6th day of March, 1911, after hav-
ing established the basis for determining the equitable
proportion of the public debt of the original State of Vir«
ginia which was assumed by the State of West Virginia
at the time of its creation as a State, suggested a confer-
ence between the two litigating States, to the end that a
�nal decree might be entered by agreement without
further contention.

9 The State of West Virginia, in a sincere effort to.4.

1 follow this suggestion, at the �rst possible moment after
it had been made, under its Constitution and laws, under-
took, through its Legislature, to establish a Commission
competent to deal with the question without further con�
tention, and in the spirit and temper that this Court indi-
cated should characterize the situation. .

Under the West Virginia Constitution, the sessions
of the Legislature of that State are held biennially, and
not annually. The provision of the State Constitution
governing this question reads as follows:

�The legislature shall assemble at the seat
of government biennially, and not oftener, unless
convened by the Governor.�

VV. �V a. Constitution of 1872, Art. VI., Sec. 18.

And the regular biennial session thereof in the year
1911 had come to an end prior to the delivery of the
opinion of this Court in this cause on the 6th day of
March, 1911, wherein the suggestion of a conference be-
tween the two States was made; so that a Commission
looking to the execution of this Court�s suggestion could
not have been established by a joint resolution of the two
Legislative Houses of the State during that session, and
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this was the only means, in the judgment of the o�icials
of the State, by which the Court�s suggestion could be
effectuated. �

It is true that. the Honorable "William E. Glasscock,
then Governor of the State of West Virginia, did, by
proclamation of the 18th day of April, 1911, convene the
Legislature of said State in extraordinary session on
the 16th day of May, 1911; but such proclamation did not
embrace the consideration, or authorize the appointment,
of a Virginia Debt Commission, and, in consequence,
under the Constitution of the State, the Legislature,
when so convened, could not enter upon the business of
appointing such Commission. The -constitutional pro-
vision referred to reads as follows:

�The Governor may, on extraordinary occa-
sions, convene at his own instance the legislature;
but, When so convened, it shall enter upon no busi-
ness except that stated in the proclamation by
which it Was called together.� �

VV. Va. Constitution of 1872, Art. VII., Sec. 7.

The facts and circumstances surrounding this extra-
ordinary session of the Legislature of West Virginia, and
the reasons why the proclamation of the Governor con-
vening it did not call for the appointment of a Virginia
Debt Commission, Were fully set forth and given in the
response of the State of West Virginia to the like motion
of the State of Virginia made and submitted in this cause
on the 10th day of October, 1911, and Were considered by
this Honorable Court a sufficient justi�cation for the
�State of West Virginia to postpone the appointment of a
�Virginia Debt Commission until the next regular session
of the Legislature of that State, to be held in January,

1 1913. A

3. At the time appointed by the Constitution of the
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State of �West Virginia, its Legislature next met in regu�
lar session on the 8th day of January, 1913, and, during
that session, that is to say, on the 21st day of February,
1913, a joint resolution was passed creating a Virginia
Debt Commission, to be composed of eleven members, to
be appointed by the Governor, and with authority and
direction, among other things, �to negotiate with the
Commonwealth of Virginia for a settlement of West Vir-
ginia�s proportion of the debt of the original Common--
wealth of Virginia proper to be borne by the State of
VVest Virginia.� This joint resolution is correctly set
forth in the second paragraph of the motion of the com-
plainant �led herein, and a copy thereof was transmitted
by the Governor of West Virginia to the Governor of
Virginia on the 12th day of March, 1913, with the ac-
companying promise that. the Commission therein pro-
vided for would be appointed without unnecessary de-
lay.

4. Within eleven days after the passage of the fore-
going resolution, that is to say, upon the 4th day of
March, 1913, the newly elected Governor of the State of
West Virginia, the Honorable H, D. Hat�eld, was inau-
gurated; and, notwithstanding the fact that he found
martial law declared, and in existence, in a large mining�
district in the State, requiring the services of nearly the
entire National Guard of the State, and calling for the-
devotion of almost his entire time, to the end that blood
and bankruptcy might be avoided, which trouble was
speedily contributed to during the latter part of the _
month of March by disastrous �oods in the Ohio �Valley,
necessitating State aid and State protection, he was not
unmindful of the necessity for the settlement of the Vir-
ginia debt question, and, after due reflection, in an effort.
to �nd suitable men for the consummation of this Hon-
orable Court�s suggestion, on the 19th day of April,
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1913, appointed the eleven Commissioners required by
the legislative resolution. Several of the Commissioners.
so appointed, after some hesitation and delay, declined,.
and it became necessary to seek other competent and
suitable men. This was done Without unnecessary delay,
and the Commission was �nally completed by the �lling
of vacancies on the 10th day of June, 1913, and, upon the
same day, it was organized by the election of the Hon-
orable John W. Mason as Chairman, and of the Hon-
orable John T. Harris as Secretary. i

VVithout the loss of any time, that is to say, upon the
same day (June 10, 1913), the Governor of the State of
West Virginia communicated by letter With the Go.v&#39;ernor&#39;
of the State of �Virginia, notifying him of the passage by
the West Virginia Legislature of the foregoing resolution
establishing the Virginia Debt Commission; that said
Commission had been organized, and would meet again
0I1t.he22dday0f July, 1913, and would be pleased to meet
�the Virginia Commission at any timeafterthatdate, also
requesting the Virginia Commission to state Where it
would be agreeable to hold a joint meeting of the two
Commissions. Said letter enclosed not only a copy of the
joint resolution, but also a list of the names of the mem-
bers of said Commission. Said letter is truly set forth
as �Exhibit A� to the motion of the complainant here-
in.

5. Pursuant to the adjournment of June 10, 1913,
the West Virginia Commission again met at the City of�
Charleston, in the State of West �Virginia, on the 22d day
of July, 1913, and, on the 23d day of that month, ad--
journed to meet in the City of Washington, D. C., on the-
24th day of July, 1913. Pursuant to this last adjourn-
ment, it met at Washington on the 24th day of July, and�
adjourned until the next day, at which time it met in
joint session with the Virginia Commission.
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6. At the joint conference of the two Commissions
held at Washington on the 25th day of July, 1913, as
aforesaid, the Virginia Commission took the position
that, under the decision of this Court, the sole matter
left open and remaining for consideration and adjust-
ment by the two Commissions was �the amount of inter-
est which VVest Virginia should pay upon the sum ascer-
tained by the Court to be VVest Virginia�s share of the
principal� of Virginia�s debt. This position is evidenced
by the �rst paragraph of a resolution adopted by the
Virginia Commission, and presented through its Chair-
man to the West Virginia Commission. In response to
this resolution, the West Virginia Commission, through
its Chairman, among other things, made the following
statement:

�From our standpoint and our reading of
the opinion of the Supreme Court, other things
are to! be considered besides the question of inter-
est.�

Following this response -of the Chairman of the West
Virginia Commission, Mr. Randolph Harrison, selected
as spokesman for the Virginia Commission, made a
lengthy statement, wherein he elaborated the Virginia
position that nothing but interest� should be considered,
giving his reasons therefor, and embracing therein the
construction placed by the Virginia Commission upon the
opinion of this court delivered upon the 6th day of
March, 1911, in-this cause; but, proceeding, he further
said:

�VVe also recognize the fact that it is compe-
tent for the two Commissions to consider the
question of settlement of the entire controversy,
precisely as we might do if there were no other
question pending before us, and, if it is the pleas-
ure of the West Virginia Commission to take up



RESPONSE or DEFENDANT . 195

that question, and communicate to the Virginia
Commission at this conference a proposition look-
ing to a compromise settlement of the whole con-
troversy, we will be glad to receive it, and will
give it respectful and fair consideration.�

In further response to the Virginia position, the
West Virginia Commission adopted and presented to the
Virginia Commission a resolution, wherein, among other
things, it was set forth that, in the view of the West Vir-
ginia Commission, the then conference had for its object
�a preliminary discussion and exchange of views, and
for the added purpose of arranging a method for a more
complete consideration of the matters involved, and ad--
justing a working program�; and it was proposed that
each Commission should appoint a sub�committee con-
sisting, respectively, of three of its own members, �with
instructions to confer at the earliest convenient time and

pla&#39;ce,&#39;and to thoroughly discuss all matters involved,
and endeavor to reach a �nal proposition that should be
submitted back to the two respective Commissions for
consideration by each, and for �nal �determination at a
joint conference to be subsequently arranged between
the Chairmen of the two Committees.�

To the foregoing resolution the Virginia Commis-
sion, by like resolution, replied by agreeing to the ap-
pointment of a sub-committee of three formed from each
Commission, provided the considera.tion of said Com-
mittees should be con�ned to the following matters and
things:

� (1) The amount of interest which West
Virginia should pay upon the sum ascertained by
the Court in its decision to be West Virginia�s
share of the principal of the debt.

(2) Any proposal which West &#39;Virginia may
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deem proper to submit for the �nal compromise
se-ttlement of the proportion of the debt to be
borne by West Virginia.�

To this the West �Virginia Commission, through its
Chairman, replied that it was anxious to proceed with the
negotiations, but could not consent to agree in advance
that only the question of interest should be considered,
or that the West Virginia sub-committee should be re-
quired to first submit a proposition looking to a settle-
ment, adding that it was willing �and anxious to ap-
proach a settlement upon equal terms, leaving, in the
�rst instance, all questions of procedure to the said sub-
committees.� It further answered that it did not feel
suf�ciently acquainted with the questions involved-for
reasons theretofore stated��to submit a proposition at
that time, and asked that the whole subject-matter be i
submitted to the sub-committees, �with the understand-
ing that the sub-committees be required to report their
action for approval to their respective commissions at a
time in the near future to be now agreed upon.�

The Virginia Commission replied that it felt. �con-
strained to decline the terms proposed by the West Vir-
ginia Commission as the basis upon which� the conference
must proceed.� &#39;

As a consequence, the sub-committees were not ap--
pointed, and, after expressing regret, the West Virginia
Commission suggested a future meeting of the joint
Commission, to which the Virginia Commission, after
reiterating its former position, and stating that it could
not; recede therefrom, agreed, and suggested an adjourn-
ment until August 12, 1913, a.t the New Willard Hotel,
Washington, provided the future conference should not
embrace a consideration de novo of the entire case, and
the VVest Virginia Commission agreed to the time and
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place of adjournment, but insisted that the adjournment
should be without terms and conditions, and without
prejudice to the rights of either party.� Thereupoii,
the conference was adjourned to meet on Tuesday,
August 12, 1913, at ten o�clock A. M., at the New Willard
Hotel, Washington, D. C.

The matters and things hereinbefore in this parag
graph alleged are set forth in detail in the record of the
�Proceedings of a Joint Conference between the �Vir-
ginia Debt Commissions of the States of Virginia and
West Virginia,� printed herewith as a part hereof, and
marked �Exhibit A.�

7. After the West �Virginia Commission returned
home, the Chairman thereof, through correspondence
with its various members, discovered that it would not
be prepared, on account of shortness of time, for the
adjourned joint conference of the two �Commissions to be
held on August 12th, and, thereupon, on the 9th of
August, he telegraphed to the Chairman of the Virginia
Commission as follows:

�HON. JOHN B. MOON,
Charlottesville, Va.

Certain our Debt Commission will not be
ready for meeting Tuesday. Members have not
had time enough for investigation. We meet
Charleston Monday, and will have to ask that
time be extended to a day in near future. Under
these circumstances, I sugegst Washington meet-
ing be now recalled. 

     
     JOHN W. MAsoN.�

8. �The West Virginia Commission convened again�
at Charleston, West Virginia, on the 11th day of August, .
1913, and the Chairman reported his telegram to Mr.
Moon, and, having received no reply thereto, was direct-
ed by the Commission to at once communicate with Mr.
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Moon by telephone. This he did, and Mr. Moon then in-
formed him that he had noti�ed the members of the Vir-
ginia Commission that the August 12th meeting had been
recalled, and Mr. Mason suggested that a time be �xed
for another meeting in the near future, to be arranged
by the Chairmen of the two Commissions, to which Mr.
[Moon assented.

At this same meeting, the West �Virginia Commis-
sion adopted the following resolution:

�Resolved, That a sub-committee, consist-
ing of Messrs. Ord, Young and Ice, is hereby ap-
pointed to co-operate with the Attorney General
and the associate counsel in this case in draw-
ing up the necessary data and statistics as a basis
for propositions to be made to the Virginia Com-
mission, and that either one, two or all of said
sub�committee at their convenience, are author-
ized to perform the work assigned them in con-
nection with this matter.�

In pursuance _of the foregoing resolution the said
sub-committee entered upon its duties, and, after making
careful investigation, met in the City of Charleston on
the 18th day of September, 1913, and adopted the follow-
ing resolution:

�VVHEREAs, The sub-committee of the West
Virginia Commission of the Virginia Debt Com-
mission appointed to formulate a proposition of
settlement to be submitted to the Virginia Com-
mission �nd it necessary to ascertain certain �
facts and �gures not in the record, and not avail-
able from the record, which will take some time,
therefore, be it

tRe.30l12e(,l, That the Honorable John W. Ma-
son, Chairman of the VVest Virginia Commission,
be requested to inform the Virginia Commission,
by a letter directed to its Chairman, Mr. Moon,
that we are diligently at work on a proposition to
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be submitted to the Virginia Commission, but that
further time will be needed to complete it.�

In obedience to the foregoing resolution, the Chair-
man of the West Virginia Debt Commission, on the 22d
day of September, 1913, addressed and mailed the follow-
ing letter to the Hon. John B. Moon, Chairman of the
Virginia Debt Commission:

�FAIRMONT, Wnsr VIRGINIA,
September 22, 1913.

HONORABLE J. B. MooN,
Chairman Virginia Debt Commission,

Clmrlottcsville, Virginia.
MY DEAR SIR:

= I am instructed by a sub�committee of
. the West Virginia Commission, appointed by the

Governor of that State to negotiate a settlement,
in accordance with the suggestions of the Su-
preme Court of the "United States, of the contro-
versy between the States of Virginia and West
Virginia, relative to the settlement of the Vir-
ginia debt, to say to you, and through you to the
Virginia Commission, that the West Virginia
Commission has in course of preparation a
proposition (looking to a settlement) to be pre--
sented to your Commission at the earliest. mo-
ment; but that it will yet require some three or

four months time in which to put said proposi-
tion in �nal and intelligent form. I cordially en-
dorse the recommendation of the sub�committee,
and hope it will be agreeable to your Committee
to consider the same favorably. C

In the meantime, if your Commission should
desire to submit any suggestions or propositions
to this Commission looking to the same end, We»
would gladly, and without unnecessary delay, con�
sider the same. � -

With great respect I remain yours, etc.,
JOHN W. MASON,

Chmwnavz Vz&#39;rgm2&#39;ci Debt Commission.�



200 VIRGINIA 11. WEsT VIRGINIA

To the foregoing letter, Chairman Moon, under date
of the 24th of September, 1913, ma.de reply, and, among
other things, said:

�I am sure you will pardon my adverting to
the fact that more than two years and a half ago
(March 6th, 1911), the Court referred the interest
question and any other matter of detailed compu-
tation to the two States for their possible agree-
ment, and we sent a sub�committee to your.State,
who returned without being able to accomplish
any results.

Our Commission, therefore, felt constrained
to ask for some conclusion of the question of in-
terest involved in the controversy, and requested
our Attorney General to act accordingly, though
I do not know that this would preclude an agree-
ment, if one could be arrived at in the premises.�

9. It appears, therefore, from the foregoing facts
and from the motion �led herein by the complainant,
which is dated the 22d day of September, 1913, that, upon
the very day that the Chairman of the West Virginia
�Commission was mailing his letter aforesaid to the
Chairman of the �Virginia Commission, wherein he
stated �that the West Virginia �Commission has in
course of preparation a proposition looking to� a settle-
ment to be presented to your Commission at the earliest
moment,� but requesting a little more time, the Attorney
�General of Virginia was preparing the present motion
�to be presented to this Honorable Court, for the pur-
pose, presumably, of ending the negotiations, and re-
newing the controversy in Court, contrary to the spirit
of the suggestion of this Honorable Court as the same is
-construed and interpreted by this respondent. The mo-
tion was served herein upon the 26th day of September,
1913.

The resondent prints herewith a true copy of the
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proceedings of the West Virginia Commission referred
�to in the foregoing paragraphs eight and nine as a part
hereof, and marks the same �Exhibit B.�

10. This respondent. further answering the mo-
tion, says that, at the time the letter aforesaid of the
22d of September, 1913, was written by the Chairman of
the \Vest Virginia Commission to the Chairman of the
Virginia Commission, requesting further time, and
stating that a proposition looking to a settlement was in
course of preparation by the West Virginia Commission,
the sub�committee of the West &#39;Virginia Commission was
diligently and faithfully at Work gathering data upon
Which to base its proposition of settlement to the Vir-
ginia Commission, and is still at work thereon, notwith-
.standing. the service of the notice of the motion herein.�

It. further says that said letter of the 22d of Septem�
ber, 1913, was prepared and sent to the Chairman of the
Virginia Commission in the utmost good faith, and did
not seek unnecessary delay, in the judgment of the VVest
Virginia Commission.

�11. It is further respectfully submitted that the
�West Virginia Commission, as it now stands, was not ap-
pointed until. the 10th day of June, 1913, a period of only
four months ago; that it was not prior to its appointment
connected in any Way with the management or conduct of
the litigation in this case, and Was, and still is, to a cer-
tain extent, unfamiliar with the history and details of
the controversy, including the litigation springing there-
out; that it should not, in a matter of this importance,
proceed With undue haste; that its full membership did
not even receive printed copies of the opinions of this
Honorable Court delivered in this cause upon the 6th day
of March, 1911, and the 30th day of October, 1911, re-
spectively, until about the 1st day of August, 1913, at
which time this respondent printed, for the bene�t and
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information of its Commission, a volume, �consisting,
among other things, of the opinions of this Honorable-
Court, and the report of the Master in this cause; that,
upon the other hand, the present Virginia Commission
has been in existence for many years, and has been, as
this respondent is informed, identi�ed with and in charge
of the present" litigation between the two States, and
naturally requires less time to properly prepare for the
settlement of this controversy in a.ccordance with the
suggestion of this Honorable Court than does the Com-
mission of this respondent.

It is also true that the present Attorney General of�
the State of VVest Virginia, who, under the Constitution
and laws of that State, is its chief law �officer, Was not
inducted into office until the 4th day of March in the
present year, and during the early months of the pres-
ent State administration was largely occupied on behalf
of the State with the strike and �ood difficulties set forth v

in the fourth paragraph� hereof, thereby abbreviating the
time that he might otherwise have devoted to assisting
and advising the Commission herein. He was never be-
fore his recent election to his present of�ce connected in
any way with the �Virginia debt question or litigation,
and, like the Commission and other of�cers of this re-
spondent, was under the necessity of informing himself
in respect thereto. He has been, and is now, diligently
at work with the Commission of this respondent and has
but one object in view, and that is the consummation�
of the suggestion of this Honorable Court made to the
parties in its opinion of March 6, 1911.

12. This respondent further says that, while its
Commission and the sub-committee thereof, together
with the Governor and Attorney General of the State,
were diligently and conscientiously using every effort
which they reasonably could use, and while they were
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exercising due diligence_ and were proceeding with all
deliberate speed to carry into execution the requirements
imposed upon them by the joint resolution of the Legis-
lature of the State of West Virginia of February 21,
1913, and while they were formulating a proposition to
�be made to the Virginia Commission, as requested by
said�Commission at the Washington conference herein-
before referred to, to the end that the matters in con-
troversy between the two States might be settled in ac-
cordance with the suggestion of this Honorable Court,
made in its opinion rendered March 6, 1911, as inter-
preted by its opini-on ren-dered October 30, 1911, the
Commonwealth of Virginia served noticepof the present
motion.

13. Your respondent further says that unless the
said controversy is amicably adjusted and settled
through the agency of its Commission, by negotiations
with the Virginia Debt Commission, it will be powerless
to do anything towards such adjustment and settlement,
as its Legislature is not now in session and there is no
officer, agent or reresentative of West Virginia empow-
ered to adjust and settle said controversy or to conduct.
negotiations to that end, except said Commission pro-
vided for and appointed under and by virtue of said joint
resolution; and i.t further represents that since the ap-
pointment of said Commission, it has been relying upon
it so to conduct negotiations with the Commonwealth of
Virginia as to consummate such an adjustment and set-
tlement of said controversy as to commend the result of ,
its negotiations to the favorable consideration of the
Governor and the legislative branch of its government,
and thus terminate said controversy to the satisfaction
of her people and the Commonwealth of �Virginia, and
upon the principles of honor and justice to both States,
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and in fairness to the holders of the debt for whose
bene�t this controversy is still pending.

14. In View, therefore, of the foregoing considera-
tions, it is respectfully submitted that the motion of the
complainant is premature, and ought not to prevail; that
no further action should be taken by this Court until the
\Vest Virginia Commission has had a reasonable oppor-
tunity to present its intended proposition of settlement
to the Virginia Commission.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

STATE OF VVEST VIRGINIA,
By A. A. LILLY,

Attorney General.
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Proceedings of a Joint Conference of the Virginia and West

Virginia Debt Commissions.

The Virginia and West Virginia Debt. Commissions
met in joint conference in the �Gridiron Room� of the
New Willard Hotel at 11 o�clock a. m., July 25th, 1913,
pursuant to call of their respective Chairmen and there
Were present: .

On the part of Virgz&#39;mai:�Messrs. Moon, (Chair-
man) Harrison, Rhea, Wickham, Flood, Brown, Down-
ing, and Joseph Button, Secretary.

0% the part �of West Virgim&#39;a»:�Messrs. Mason,
(Chairman) Wells, Zilliken, Lenhart, Ice, Young, Chil-
ton, Boreman, Hamilton, Ord, Miller, and John T. Har-
ris, Secretary-

The Chairmen of the two Commissions presided
jointly over the conference meeting.

CHAIRMAN Moon: On behalf of the Virginia Com-
mission We have prepared some preliminary resolutions
�to see if We can get at an adjustment of this matter and
try to reach an agreement. The �rst resolution We passed
isthis:

�Resolved, That it is the sense of this Commission
C that in the Conference to be held this day with the West
Virginia Commission, the subject for consideration and
adjustment, as indicated by the Court in its decision in
this case, is the amount of interest which West Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the court to be
West V irginia�s share of the principal of said debt.�

CHAIRMAN MooN: The second resolution adopted
by our Commission is as follows:

�This Commission desiring to carry out in good
faith the suggestions made by the Supreme Court as to
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securing an amicable adjustment of the amount of inter-
est which should be paid by West Virginia upon the
principal of the debt as ascertained and decided by the
court, and realizing that it is not the desire of Virginia
nor was it the intention of the Supreme Court that �Vir-
ginia should ask or demand the full or legal amount of
interest upon the principal debt as ascertained in the de-
cision of the Court, but that there should be concessions

u

made upon both sides, such as comport with justice and
the honor and dignity, of the two States; and

"WHEREAS, The joint conference to be held today be-
tween the Commissions of Virginia and West Virginia
was invited by the authorities of West Virginia, pre-
sumably for the purpose of carrying out in good faith
the decision and suggestion of the Supreme Court of the
United States; therefore be it

Resolved, That this resoltion, together with all oth-
er resolutions adopted by this Commission at its present
session, which may be pertinent, be presented by the
Chairman of this Commission, to the Commission of"
VVest Virginia at the joint conference to be held today,
and that the Commission of �West Virginia be respect-
fully requested to communicate to this Commission,
what, in their judgment, would be a fair and just settle-
ment of the interest to be paid by West Virginia upon
the principal amount as ascertained in the opinion and
decision of the Supreme Court of the United States.�

CHAIRMAN MooN: These two resolutions we lay be-
fore you, gentlemen, and ask your consideration of them.
I will state that our Commission has designated Hon.
Randolph Harrison, one of our members, to be spokes-
man for us and to give such advice as may be desirable
to present to you. He has a great deal of information
on the subject, and has had a great deal of experience 5

i
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in connection with the case, and is well quali�ed to sub-
mit it.

jHAIRMAN MASON: Under these resolutions you
have presented, gentlemen, the only question for the
West Virginia Commission to consider would be the
question -of interest. From our standpoint, and our read-
ing of the opinion of the Supreme Court, other things
are to be considered besides that question of interest.

This Commission has only been in existence about
sixty days�%or not quite that long; it was appointed on
the 10th day of June�-and we haVen�t had time on our
part to go over this matter as fully as you gentlemen
have who have been familiar with the case for many,
many years. We have a general idea of the subject mat-
ter but have not studied it as we should study it and as
We are endeavoring to study it.

We meet you with a great deal -of pleasure, gentle-
men, and with the sincere idea and desire that this long
unsettled, vexed question between the two states may be
settled. We think it ought to be settled in some way; but
we have had the idea, and have it now, that the opinion
of the Supreme Court leaves open more than the ques-
tion of interest, or whether we should pay any interest
Whatever.

In the �rst place, it is not a �nal judgment; and in
the second place the court indicates Very clearly in its
opinion that there may be adjustments to be made by the
different parties; so that if you limit the discussion and
the investigation simply to the question of interest,
gentlemen, we will probably have some trouble right at
the start, if more than that is not to be discussed and
considered in attempting to make a settlement of this
matter.

CHAIRMAN MOON: Mr. Chairman, do you think
you will be ready to make any reply to these resolu-
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tions any time to�day, or Would you Want more time to
consider them�?

CHAIRMAN MASON: I think I can say for our Com-
mission now, that We would Want to consider, in this at�
tempted settlement, more than the question of interest,
or Whether there is to be any interest, and, if so, the
amount of it.

At their own request certain persons representing
the certi�cate holders and bondholders were here admit-
ted and were present at the meeting. A

MR. FLOOD: As Mr. Harrison has been selected by
our Commission as its spokesman, I think it would be
Well to hear from him. _

Mr. Harrison then addressed the joint conference at
considerable length upon the text of the resolutions
adopted by the Virginia Commission as heretofore read
by Chairman Moon and submitted to the VVest Virginia
Commission.

After which the joint conference took a recess to re-
convene at the call of the respective Chairmen, and the
West Virginia Commission took time to consider the
resolutions submitted by the Virginia Commission and
recessed until 2 o�clock p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION%WEST VIRGINIA CoMMIssIoN,

The West Virginia Commission re�assembled in the
�Cabinet Room� of the New Hotel Willard at 2 o�clock
p. In., and after a full and free discussion of the resolu-
tions submitted this morning by the Virginia Commis-
sion, adopted the following:
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REPLY on THE WEsT VIRGINIA COMMISSION To THE VIR-
� GINIA CoMMIssIoN�s RESOLUTION No. 1.

�The Debt Commission on the part of the State of
VVes�t Virginia having this day been handed the follow-
ing resolution adopted by the Debt Commission on the
part of the State of Virginia:

�Resolved, That it is the sense of this Commission
that in the conference to be held this day with the West
Virginia Commission, the subject for consideration and
adjustment, as indicated by the court in its decision in
this case, is the amount of interest which West Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the court to be
VVest Virginia�s share of the principal of said debt.�

In reply thereto says: that in its judgment the inter-
est, if any, which should be paid to the State of Virginia
as stated in �the foregoing resolution, is not the only
question, as indicated by the language used by the
Supreme Court of the United States in its opinion, which
the Joint Commission, now in session, should consider.�

REPLY or THE WEST VIRGINIA CoMMIssIoN To THE VIR-
GINIA *CoM1vIIssIoN�s RESOLUTION No. 2.

�VVHEREAS, The View of the �Virginia Debt Commis-
sion on the part of VVest Virginia is that the present
conference is for a preliminary discussion and exchange
of views and for the added purpose of arranging a
method for a more complete consideration of the matters
involved, and adjusting a working programme; there-
fore be it I ,

Resolved, That the Virginia and West, Virginia
Commissions shall each appoint a sub�committee of three



� a recess until 7 :45 o�clock p. m. to again go into joint it

212 VIRGINIA 12. WEST VIRGINIA

members, with instructions to confer at the earliest con-
venient time and place and to thoroughly discuss all mat-
ters involved, and endeavor to reach a �nal proposition
that shall be submitted back to the two respective com-
missions, separately, for consideration by each, and for
�nal determination at a joint conference to be subse-
quently arranged between the Chairmen of the two Com-
mittees; but nothing herein contained shall prejudice the
rights of either party.�

Mr. Young offered the following, which was adopted:
Resolved, That the Chairman of this Commission

be directed to communicate these two resolutions to the
Chairman of the Virginia Commission with the request
that the Virginia Commission indicate, at as early an
hour as possible, their acceptance or� rejection of the sec-
ond resolution we have adopted.

Subsequently, the Chairman reported to the Com-
mission that he had performed the duty assigned him.

At the hour of &#39;5 :30 �p. In. Mr. Moon, Chairman of the
Virginia Commission, appeared and made the following�
statement:

�I am directed by the Virginia Commissionto ac-
knowledge the receipt of your communication, through
the Chairman, and to_ say that we are now engaged in
formulating a reply to it. We make the suggestion that
we assemble in joint session at a quarter to 8 o�clock, if
agreeable to your Commission.�

Whereiipon,
On motion of Mr. Chilton the Commission then took

session with the Virginia Commission.
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Joint Conferenoe�Evening Session.

The two Commissions re�convened in joint session in
the �Cabinet Room� of the New Willard Hotel at 7 :45

o�clock p. m., all the members being present and the
Chairmen of the two Commissions jointly presiding.

CHAIRMAN Moon: Gentlemen of the West Virginia
Commission: Our Commission has made the following
reply to your resolutions, in writing, received by us this
afternoon:

�The Virginia Commission, having received the fol-
lowing communications from the West Virginia Commis-
sion, numbered for convenience 1 and 2:

�(1) The Debt Commission on the part -of
the State of West Virginia having this day been
handed the following resolution adopted by the
Debt Commission on the part of the State of Vir-
ginia:

�Resolved, That it is the sense of this Com-
mission that in the conference to be held this day
with the �West "Virginia Commission, the subject
for consideration and adjustment, as indicated by
the court in its decision in this case, is the amount
of interest which West Virginia should pay upon
the sum ascertained by the court to be West Vir-
ginia�s share of the principal of said debt.�

In reply thereto says: That in its judgment
the interest, if any, which should be paid to the
State of Virginia as stated in the foregoing reso-
lution, is not the only question, as indicated by
the language used by the Supreme Court of the
United States in its opinion, which the Joint Com-
mission, now in session, should consider.

(2) WHEREAS, The "view of the Virginia.
Debt Commission on the part of West Virginia
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is tha.t the present conference is for preliminary
discussion and exchange of views and for the ad-
ded purpose of arranging a method for a more
complete consideration of the matters involved,
and adjusting a working programme; therefore
be it

_ Resolved, That the Virginia and West �V ir-
ginia Commissions shall each appoint a sub-com-
mittee, of three members, with instructions to
confer at the earliest convenient time and place
and to thoroughly discuss all matters involved,
and endeavor to reach at �nal proposition that
shall be submitted back to the two respective
Commissions, separately, for consideration by
each, and for �nal determination at a joint con-
ference to be subsequently arranged between the
Chairmen of the two Committees; but nothing
herein contained shall prejudice the rights of
either party.�

Respectfully replies that in its judgment the
language of the Supreme Court does not admit ()f the
foregoing construction to the effect that �the interest, if
any, is not the only question,� which the joint conference
should consider.

The Court said: �Among other things there still
remains the question of interest.� The Virginia Com-
mission understands this language to mean that there
were �other things� to be considered by the Court before �
it reach-ed a �nal decree, and that among these other
things the only one referred to the two States for adjust-
ment was the question of interest.

The Virginia Commission, being of opinion that
there is no ambiguity in the opinion of the Court, and
that no conference as. to any other matter than the ques-
tion of interest is called for between� the two Commis-
sions, respectfully adheres to the interpretation of the
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opinion and decision of the Court as expressed in its�
prior communication of this date, and as elaborated in
the remarks of Mr. Randolph Harrison, before the joint
session of the two Commissions.

It regrets, however, that the West Virginia Com-
mission has not indicated, as they were requested to do,
what questions other than the question of interest sh.ould
be, in their judgment, considered by the two States.

The Virginia Commission further regrets that the
VVest �Virginia Commission has not seen �t to indicate
or suggest an amount, the payment. of which they would
recommend as a �nal compromise and adjustment ofathe
proportion of the debt to be borne by West Virginia, as
the Virginia Commission speci�cally declared, through
Mr. Harrison, that such proposal would receive most
careful and respectful consideration if the West Vir�
ginia Commission saw �t to take up that subject.

Now, responding to the proposal of the West Vir-
ginia Commission that a sub�committee of three should
be formed from each Commission, with instructions to
consider all matters involved, and so forth, the Virginia
Commission respectfully says that it is agreeable to the
appointment of such sub-committees provided the mat-
ters to be considered by them are as indicated above,
namely:

(1) The amount of interest which VVest Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the Court in its
decision to be VV~est Virginia�s share of the principal of
the debt.

(2) Any proposal which West Virginia may deem
proper to submit for the �nal compromise settlement of
the proportion of the debt to be borne by &#39;West Virginia.

Provided, further, that said sub-committees be
directed to meet on the day of �����--,
1913, and report to an adjourned meeting of this joint
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conference to be held on the ���-����_�� day of
�&#39;, 1913.�

CHAIRMAN MASON: I take it, gentlemen, that that is
only a quali�ed acceptance of the proposition made and
that We would Want to discuss it further as to Whether
or not We will Want to eliminate from the report to be
made by the subcommittee all questions except the pay-
ment of interest; and, further, that the proposition to
pay a part shall come from West Virginia. �That, I say,
We will want to consider.

I hope, gentlemen, you will feel free to simply leave
the question open so that the subcommittee when it meets
may discuss it, and make such report as it shall deem
proper, Without your insisting upon your notion about
it; but Whether We Want to appoint a sub�committee un-
der those restrictions as you have them there, I will say
that We shall have to have time to think about it. I re-

gret very much that you limit it in that way.
CHAIRMAN MooN: VVe would suggest a separate

session of the Commissions to give you an opportunity
to consider that question.

CHAIRMAN MAsoN: Yes; it Will take a few mo-
ments.

CHAIRMAN MooN: VVe Will give you an opportunity
to go into executive session to determine upon that point.
Our Commission is up in Room 601, if you should Want
us.

VVhereupon, I
The Virginia Commission then retired, and after

some time spent in discussion the VVest Virginia Com-
mission formulated the following in response to the last
foregoing communication:
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�The VVest Virginia Commission has received the
following statement from the �Virginia Debt Commis-
sion:

�The Virginia �Commission, having received the fol-
lowing communications from the VVest Virginia Com-
mission, numbered for convenience 1 and 2:

�(1) The Debt Commission on the part of
the State of West Virginia having this day been
handed the following resolution adopted by the
Debt Commission on the part of the State of Vir-
ginia:

�Resolved, That it is the sense of this Com-
mission that in the conference to be held this day
with the West Virginia Commission, the subject
for consideration and adjurstment, as indicated by
the court in its decision in this case, is the amount
of interest which West Virginia should pay upon
the sum ascertained by the court to be West Vir-
ginia�s share of the principal of said debt.�

In reply thereto says: That in its judgment
the interest, if any, which should be paid to the
State of �Virginia as stated S in the foregoing
resolution, is not the only question, as indicated
by the language used by the Supreme Court of
the United States in its opinion, which the Joint
Commission, now in session, should consider.

(2) WHEREAS, The View of the Virginia
Debt Commission on the part of West Virginia is
that the present conference is for a. preliminary
discussion and exchange of views and for the ad-
ded purpose of arranging a method for a more
complete consideration of the matters involved,
and adjusting a working programme; therefore
be it

, Resolved, That the Virginia and West Vir-
ginia Commissions shall each appoint a sub�com�
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mittee of three members, with instructions to con-
fer at the earliest convenient time and place and
to thoroughly discuss all matters involved, and
endeavor to reach a �nal proposition that shall
be submitted back to the two respective commis-
sions separately, for consideration by each, and
for �nal determination at a joint conference to be
subsequently arranged between the Chairmen of
the two Committees; but nothing herein contain-
ed shall prejudice the rights of either party.�

Respectfully replies that in its judgment the
language of the Supreme Court does not admit of the
foregoing construction to the effect that �the interest, if
any, is not the only question,� which the joint conference
should consider.

The Court said: �Among other things there still
remains the question of interest.� The Virginia Com-
mission understands this language to mean that there
were �other things� to be considered by the Court before
it reached a �nal decree, and that among these other
things the only one referred to the two States for adjust-
ment was the question of interest.

The Virginia Commission, being of opinion that
there is no ambiguity in the opinion of the Court, and
that no conference as to any other matter than the ques-
tion of interest is called for between the two Commis-
sions, respectfully adheres to the interpretation of the
opinion and decision of the Court as expressed in its
prior communication of this date, and as elaborated in
the remarks of Mr. Randolph Harrison, before the joint
session of the two Commissions.

It regrets, however, that the West Virginia Com-
mission has not indicated, as they were requested to do,
what questions other than the question of interest should
be, in their judgment, considered by the two States.

The Virginia Commission further regrets that the
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VVest �Virginia Commission has not seen �t to indicate
or suggest an amount, the payment of which they Would
recommend as a �nal compromise and adjustment of the .
proportion of the debt to be borne by VVest Virginia, as
the Virginia Commission speci�cally declared, through
Mr.� Harrison, that such proposalwould receive most
careful and respectful consideration if the West Vir-
ginia Commission saw �t. to take up that subject.

Now, responding to the proposal of the West Vir-
_ ginia Commission that a sub-committee of three should
be formed from each Commission, with instructions to
consider all matters involved, and so forth, the Virginia
Commission respectfully says that it is agreeable to the
appointment of such sub�committee, provided the mat-
ters to be considered by them are as indicated above,
namely:

( 1) The amount of interest which West Virginia
should pay upon the sum ascertained by the Court in its
decision to be West &#39;Virginia�s share of the principal of
the debt.

(2) Any proposalwhich West Virginia may deem
proper to submit for the �nal compromise settlement of
the proportion of the debt to be borne by West Virginia.

Provided, further, that said sub�committees be
directed to meet on the ���-��� day of �����,
1.913, and report to an adjourned meeting of this joint
conference to be held. on the day of
�-���~��, 1913.�

And in reply to the last communication of the V ir-
ginia Debt Commission the &#39;West Virginia Debt CoII1~
mission says that it is anxious to proceed With the nego�
tiations but cannot consent to agree in advance that only
the question of interest shall be considered, or that the
�Vest Virginia sub�committee shall be required to �rst
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submit a proposition looking to a settlement. This Com-
mission is willing and anxious to approach a settlement
upon equal terms, leaving, in the �rst instance, all ques-
tions of procedure to the said sub�committees.

This Committee did not understand the remarks
made by Mr. Harrison today as «a proposition. VVe con-
sidered only the written resolutions presented to us.

In reply to the remarks made by Mr, Harrison at
the joint meeting today, and referred to in your com-
munication, we would say that this Commission does not
feel suf�ciently acquainted with the questions involVed�
for reasons heretofore stated��~to submit a proposition
at this time, and asks that the whole subject matter be
submitted to the sub�committees hereinbefore referred
to, with the understanding that the said sub-committees
be required to report their action for approval to their
respective Commissions at a time in the near future to
be now agreed upon.�

On motion of Mr. Chilton the foregoing reply was
made and the Chairman was directed to communicate it
to the Virginia Debt Commission.

Subsequently, the Chairman reported that he had
performed the mission assigned him.

�Within a reasonable time after the delivery of the
ing reply was received through its Chairman, Mr. Moon:

�The Virginia Commission has given careful consid--
eration to the last communication from the West Vir-

ginia Commission, stating in effect, that the conference
between the two Commissions must embrace a considera-

tion de novo of the entire case, both as to the principal
and interest involved.

The Virginia Commission for reasons heretofore
repeatedly stated, feels constrained to decline the terms
proposed by the Weist Virginia Commission as the basis
upon which the conference must proceed.�
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On receipt of this reply the West Virginia Commis-
sion took the following action: "

1/Vashington, D. C., July 25, 1913.
�The following communication was received from

the Virginia Commission after 11 o�clock p. m.:
.�The Virginia Commission has given careful con-

sideration to the last communication from the West Vir-

ginia Commission, stating, in effect, that the conference
between the two Commissions must embrace a considera-

tion de 17,000 of the entire case, both as to the princi-
pal and interest involved.

The Virginia Commission for reasons heretofore re-
peatedly stated feels constrained to decline the terms
proposed by the West Virginia Commission as the basis
upon which the conference must proceed.�

Pending a consideration of the communication Mr.
Miller moved that owing to the lateness of the hour at
which the communication was received,i&#39;the further con-
sideration of the same be postponed until tomorrow
morning, July 26th, 1913, at 10 o�clock, and that the
West Virginia Commission adjourn until that hour.

Which motion was put by the Chair and carried by
unanimous. vote of the Commission at 12 o�clock mid-
night, and the Chairman of the Virginia Commission was
noti�ed of the adjournment by the Chairman of the West
Virginia Commission.

JOHN W. MASON, 
     
     Chairman.

JOHN T. HARRIS, 
     
     Secretary.

Washington, D. C., July 26, 1913.
The West Virginia Commission met at 10 o�clock a.

m., in the �Cabinet Room� of the New Willard Hotel,
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pursuant to adjournment, and the Chairman and all the
members of the Commission were present.

The following reply was made, through the Chair-
man, to the last communication received from the Vir-
ginia Commission last night:

�Washington, D. C., July 26, 1913.
�The Virginia Debt Commission on the part of the

State of West Virginia received at 11:15 last night the
following communication from the Virginia Commission:

�The Virginia Commission has given careful consid-
eration to the last communication from the West Vir-

ginia Commission, stating. in effect, that the conference
between the two Commissions must embrace a considera
tion ole nova of the entire case, both as to the principal �
and interest involved.

The Virginia Commission for reasons heretofore
repeatedly stated feels constrained to decline the terms
proposed by the West Virginia Commission as the basis
upon which thejconference must proceed.�

In reply to the foregoing communication the West
Virginia Commission regrets that the Virginia Commis~
sion has declined to submit the matters in question to a.
subcommittee, as heretofore proposed by the West Vir-
ginia Commission, and the West Virginia Commission
now suggests that the two Commissions have a joint
meeting on the 1�~�� day of ��������� at �*��
for the purpose of further considering a settlement of
VVest Virgi�nia.�s proportion, if any, of the Virginiadebt,
proper to be borne by the State of West Virginia, and

&#39; to arrive if possible at some adjustment thereof.�

To which communication the following reply was re-
ceived from the Virginia Commission, through Chair-
man Moon:
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�The V irginia Commission have considered the s&#39;u»g- .
gestion of tlie West Virginia Commission for an ad-
journment of the conference between the two Commis�
sions.

If it is the purpose of the V\7est Virginia Commis~
sion to insist that the joint conference shall embrace a
consideration ole nova of the entire case, both as to prin-
cipal and interest involved, then the Virginia Commis-
sion can perceive no advantage to result from further
negotiations. Tlhe Virginia Commission cannot recede
from their views as heretofore announced to the West

Virginia Commission in respect to the matters to be em-
braced in the conference between the two Commissions.

VVith this understanding it consents to the adjourn-
ment of the conference to Tuesday, August 12, 1913, at 10
o�clock a. m., at the New Willard Hotel, Washington.�

The West Virginia Commission made the following
reply to the above communication:

�VVashington, D. C., July 26, 1913.
�The West Virginia Commission acknowledge r ,-

ceipt of the communication from the Virginia Commis-
sion concurring in the suggested adjournment upon cer-
tain terms and conditions, which terms and conditions
the West Virginia Commission declines to be bound by.
We, however, agree to the time and place of adjournment
suggested by you and insist that this adjournment shall
be and is without terms or conditions and without preju-
dice to the rights of either pary.�

The Chairman was directed to deliver the foregoing
communication to the Chairman of the Virginia Commis�
sion, and subsequently reported to this Commission that
he had performed the duty assigned to him by delivering
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the same to Hon. John B. Moon, Chairman of the Vir-
ginia Commission, the Virginia Commission not being in
session, they having separated before that time, as
Chairman Mason was informed.

No reply being received, after Waiting a reasonable
time, on motion the Commission adjourned to meet at
the New Willard Hotel, in the city of Washington, on the
12th day of August, 1913, at 10 o�clock a. 111.

JOHN W. MASON, 
     
     Chairman.

J OHN T. HARRIS, 
     
     Secretary.
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

On the 21st day of February, 1913, the Legislature
of VVest Virginia adopted the following, as Conference
Committee�s Substitute for House Substitute for Senate
Joint Resolution No. 5:

�Creating a commission known as the Virginia Debt
Commission, to provide for arranging and settling with
the commonwealth of Virginia the proper proportion of

S the public debt of the original commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, if any should be borne by VVest Virginia, to take
into consideration all matters arising between the com-
monwealth of Virginia and the State of West Virginia in
reference to said original public debt, and to report its
proceedings to the Governor of the State.

�VVHEREAs, The commonwealth of Virginia. institut-
ed a suit in the Supreme Court of the United States
against the State of West Virginia, to have the State of
West Virginia �s proportion of the public debt of Vir-
ginia. as it stood before one thousand eight hundred and
siXty�one, ascertained and satis�ed; and

�WHEREAS, At the October term, one thousand nine
hundred and ten, the Supreme Court of the United
States made a �nding that the share of the principal debt
of the original commonwealth of Virginia to be borne
by the State of West Virginia, as seven million one hun� _
dred and eighty-two thousand, six hundred and seven
dollars and forty�siX cents; and

�WHEREAS, Said court did �not fully and �nally de-
cide the question involved, but suggested that such pro-
ceedings and negotiations should be had between the
states upon all the questions involved in said litigation,
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as might lead to a settlement of the same; therefore, be it
�Resolved by the Senate of West Virginia, the House of

Delegates concnrning therein:
�That a commission of eleven members, known as

the Virginia Debt Commission, is hereby created. The
members of said commission shall be appointed by the
Governor, two of whom shall be chosen from each con-
gressional district of the State, and one at large, not
more than six of whom shall belong to any one political
party, and all resignations or vacancies in the said com-
mission as they occur shall be �lled by the appointment
of the Governor.

�Said Commission is authorized and directed to ne-

gotiate with the commonwealth of Virginia, or with any
person or committee owning or holding any part of the
said indebtedness for a settlement of West Virginia�s
proportion of the debt of the original commonwealth of
Virginia. proper to be borne by the State of West Vir-
ginia.

�Tfhe Commission is hereby directed to ascertain
and report upon and give the utmost publicity to all the
facts in relation to the pending suit instituted against
the State of We-st Virginia, which is owned or held or
claimed to be due, at law or in equity, by the common-
wealth of Virginia in her own right; and having made
the investigation required hereby, said commission is
authorized and directed to negotiate with the common-
wealth. of Virginia for a settlement of West Virginia�s
proportion of the debt of the original commonwealth of
Virginia proper to be borne by the State of West Vir-
ginia. &#39;

�A majority of said Commission shall have author-
ity to act.
and appoint its secretary and other necessary officers. V

�The expenses properly incurred by the Commis-

The Commission shall choose its chairman .

�\r.3-\&#39;.:4..�-.e.x~.h..:..&#39;._.....I...., .~ ,»
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sion and its individual members including compensation
of said members at tl1e rate of ten dollars per day for the
time actually "employed, shall be paid by the State out
of the moneys appropriated for said purpose.

�The Commission shall make a report to the Gover-
nor as soon as practicable, and upon receipt of said re-
port the Governor shall convene the Legislature for the
consideration of the same. &#39;

�The Commission is hereby authorized to sit Within
or Without the State and to send for papers and records
and to examine Witnesses under oath.�

In pursuance of the authority vested in him by the
foregoing resolution His Excellency, H. D. Hat�eld,
Governor, made the following appointments of members
of the Virginia Dlebt Commission:

First Congressional District John W. Mason, of
Fairmont; Henry Zilliken, Wellsburg.

Second Congressional District�J. A. Lenhart,
Kingwood; W. T. Ice, Philippi.

Third Congressional Di._strict�U. G. Young, Buck-
hannon; Joseph E. Chilton, Charleston.

Fourth Congressional District-~R. J. A. Boreman,
Parkersburg; John M. Hamilton, Grantsville.

Fifth Congressional District�W. D. Ord, Land-
graff ; Joseph S. Miller, Kenova.

At Large�W. E. Wells, Newell.

In obedience to a call of the Governor the Commis-
sion met in the capitol at the city of Charleston on Tues-
day, the 10th day of June, 1913, and there were present:
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Mr. W. E. Wells, member~at�large; and Messrs. Mason,
Zilliken, Lenhart, Ice, Young, Chilton, Boreman, Hamil-
ton, and Miller, representing their respeective districts
as above noted.

Absent: Mr. W. D. Ord.
On motion of Mr. Hamilton, Hon. John W. Mason

Was elected Chairman of the Commission, by acclama-
tion.

On motion of Mr. Boreman, Mr. John T. Harris was

appointed Secretary.
The oath of of�ce was administered to all the mem--

bers present, and to the Secretary, by John C. Bond, a
Notary Public within and for the county of Kaznawha.

His Excellency, Governor Hat�eld, and Attorney
General Lilly, upon invitation addressed the Commission
brie�y as to matters it would be called upon to consider,
and each gave assurances that he was ready to render
all the assistance he could to further the Work of the
Commission. The Governor also stated that he Would
communicate with the Governor of Virginia and notify
him of the meeting and organization of this Commission.

On motion of Mr. Young the Secretary was directed
to extend an invitation to Ex-Governor W. M. O. Dawson
and to Mr. George McClintic, of counsel on behalf of the
defendant in the case of Virginia vs. West Virginia,
pending in the Supreme Court of the United States, to
meet the Commission in executive session at 2 o�clock
this afternoon and give such information as they may
have in relation to the status of the Virginia debt case,
and answer any questions that the Commission may de-
sire to propound.

Upon the further motion of the same gentleman a
recess was then taken until 2 o�clock p. m.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Commission reconvened at 2 o�clock p. m., all
the members being present but Mr. Ord.

In response to the invitation extended under the

resolution proposed by Mr. Young this morning, Ex-
Grovernor Dawson spoke brie�y of his connection with
the case of Virginia vs. West Virginia, and suggested
that if the members of the Commission would read the
briefs of counsel on �nal hearing, they would no doubt
be better able to familiarize themselves with the case-
than in any other way.

Mr. McClintic spoke at length, giving a history of
the case in its various stages from his earliest connection
with it down to the time of the �nual hearing. He also
quoted extensively from the record and answered many
questions propounded to him by members of the Com�
mission. I

Mr. Young offered the following:
Resolved, That a sub�committee of three be appoint-

ed to ascertain and report at the next meeting of the
Commission:

First�The status of the accounts between Virginia
and Worst Virginia based upon the several theories of
settlement which have been suggested as the proper
basis of adjustment.

Second�The status of the accounts as shown by the
Debt Commission of 1871.

- Third�Tlhe status of the account as shown by the
Senate Finance Committee of West Virginia of 1873.

Fourth��VVhich account, in their opinion, is the
nearest correct and equitable, and their reasons there»
for, and if none meets their views, to make up and report
one of their own, with their reasons in support thereof.

Fifth��An outline of further procedure on the part
of the Commission.
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SiXth�-Such other matters as they deem pertinent
and proper.

The question being upon the adoption of the resolu-
tion, the same was propounded by the Chair and didnot
prevail, the Vote being Ayes 4, Noes 5. 1

On motion it was �
Ordered, That the Secretary be authorized and di-

rected to have printed all necessary stationery for the
use of the Commission and to provide a book in which
the minutes of the meetings of the Commission shall be
kept; also a book of blank warrants for the per diem
and expenses of the members and any employes. It was
further M

Ordered, That all Warrants shall be signed by the
Chairman and Secretary. .

On motion of Mr. Wells, the Commission then ad-
journed to meet at Charleston on Tuesday, July 22, 1913,
at 10 o�eloek a. m.

JOHN W. MASON, 
     
     Chair-mcm.

JOHN T. HARRIs, 
     
     Secretary.

Charleston, West Va., July 22, 1913. �
The Commission met pursuant to the .adj�011I�I1IJ16I1t

of June 10th, and there were present
Messrs. Mason (Chairman) Wells, Zilliken, Len~

hart, Young, Chilton, Boreman, Hamilton, 0rd and
Miller. 1

Absent: Mr. Ice.
The oath of office was administered to Mr. Ord,

"(Who Was not present at the organization meeting) by
John C. Bond, Notary Public.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-

proved.
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On motion of Mr. Zilliken the �following was

adopted:
, Resolved, That a subcommittee of three be ap-

pointed by the Chair, whose duty it shall be to discover,
if possible, the ownership of the Virginia Debt Certi�-
cates, and report the same to this Commission at a sub-
sequent meeting.

VVhereupon, the Chair appointed as members of the
»sub�committee Messrs. Zilliken, Wells and Young.

On motion the Commission then took a recess until
&#39;2 o�clock this p. In.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Commission reconvened at 2 o�clock, all the
members being present but Mr. Ice.

The Chair submitted to the Commission a proposi-
tion to meet the Virginia Debt Commission, in confer-
-ence, at the N ew� Willard Hotel, in the city of VVashing�
ton, on Friday, the 25th instant.

Pendinga discussion of which Mr. Ord offered the
following:

Resolved, That we ask the Virginia Commission to
give us more time in which to acquaint ourselves with
the facts of the case of the State of Virginia against
West Virginia.

The question being upon the adoption of the resolu-
tion the same was propounded by the Chair and the reso-
lution was lost. ~

Messrs. 0rd and Boreman reque-sted~ that the record
show that they voted in favor of the resolution.

Those who voted against it explained their votes by
saying that as the time of the Washington conference
had already been �xed by the Chairmen of the two Com-
missions, they did not deem it either wise or expedient
to attempt a cancellation of the engagement, and that
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if the meeting resulted» in nothing else, it would give the
members of this Commission an opportunity to meet the
members of the Virginia Commission and to become per-
sonally acquainted with them.

The question recurring upon the proposition to meet
the Virginia Debt Commission, in conference, in the city
of Wasliingtvon on the 25th, after a funther discussion of
the matter it was decided that this Commission would
attend the meeting and would leave the city of Charles-
ton at 6:45 p. m. of the 23rd.

The question of counsel for the Commission coming�
up for consideration, Governor Hat�eld being present
explained that the Board of Public Works had made ar-
rangements with Mr. Charles Edgar Hogg�in view of
his previous connection With the debt case as counsel on
behalf of the State, and of the fees that he had received
�to contribute his legal services to this Commission
without expense to it; which tender Was accepted by the
Commission.

On motion of Mr. Miller, Mr. George McClintic, one
of counsel previously employed by the State in the case,
was extended an invitation to accompany the Commis-
sion on its trip to Washington, on the basis of his actual
expenses, to bepaid out of the funds of the Commission,
but no additional compensation to be paid him.

Subsequently, Mr. McCrlinti«�c {appeared before the
Commission and after the resolution had been explained
to him, stated that While he had been employed in the
case, and had received compensation from the State, he
felt that he had rendered! services to cover the full
amount of all monev paid him, but that under the cir-
cumstances he would be Willing to accompany the Com-
mission on its trip to "Washington on the basis of his
actual expenses as proposed, but that he did not wish his
action to be considered a precedent if any further ser-
vices Were required of him.
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On motion, the Commission then adjourned until to-

morrow morning at 10 o�clock. 
     
     J oHN W. MASON, 

     
     Chcwlrmcm.

JoHN T. HARR1s, 
     
     Secretary.

Charleston, Vi/lest Va., July 23, 1913.
The Commission met pursuant to adjournment of

yesterday.
Present: Messrs. Mason, (Chairman) �Tells, Zilli

ken, Lenhart, Young, Chilton, Boreman, Hamilton, 0rd
and Miller.

Absent: Mr. Ice.

The minutes of the meeting of yesterday were read
and approved.

(A paragraph here omitted refers to an account
rendered by the Secretary for services and expenses, and
the allowance of the same by the Commission.)

Mr. Hogg appeared before the Commission and in
an informal way gave his views of certain matters in-
volved in the debt suit, and stated that he would prepare
and submit to the Commission at a later date a paper
that might be of bene�t to it in its future deliberations.
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VV&#39;£LSl1lI1gtOI1, D. C., July 24, 1913.
The C-ommission left Charleston at 6 :45 last evening

and arrived at Washington at 7 :30 this morning. Head-
quarters were established at the New Willard Hotel.

Upon the call of the Chairman a meeting was held
in the �Gridiron Room� at 11 o�clock a. m., at which all
the members were present with the exception of Mr. Ice.

United States Senator William E. Chilton appeared
before the Commission in response to an invitation of
the Chairman, and spoke brie�y of the work it had in
hand.

At the noon hour a recess was taken until .3 o�clock

p. m., to meet in the Census Committee Room of the
United States Senate, at the capitol, upon the invitation
of Senator Chilton, Chairman of that Committee.

AFTERNOON SEssIoN.

The Commission met, pursuant to the recess motion,
at 3 o�clock, all the members being present but Mr. Ice.

Hon. William E. Chilton, United States Senator,
Congressman John VV. Davis of the First Congressional
District of West Virginia, Wlilliam G. Brown of the Sec-
ond Congressional District, and Hunter H. Moss of the�
Fourth Congressional District met with the Commis�
sion. Word was received from Senator Goff that he re-
gretted his inability to attend, but that he would meet
the Commission at 10 o�clock tomorrow morning at the
New VVillard Hotel. After an extended informal dis-
cussion of various questions involved in the debt case,
an adjournment was had until 10 o�clock to�morrow

morning at �the New Willard Hotel. 
     
     JOHN W. MAsoN,

J OHN T. HARRIS, Chairman.
Secretary.
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Washington, D. C., July 25, 1913.
The Commission met pursuant to the adjournment

of yesterday, all the members being� present. Comply-
ing with an invitation heretofore extended him, United
States Senator Nathan Goff met with the Commission,
discussing the status of the case of Virginia vs. West
Virginia and giving his views upon many questions in-
volved in and arising out of the same. At the hour of
10:55 a. m., the Chairman announced that at 11 o�clock
the Commissions from the two states would meet in con-

ference.

JOHN W. MASON, 
     
     Chairman.

JOHN T. HARRIS, 
     
     Secretary.

, [For proceedings of Joint Conference, see Defend-
ant�s Exhibit A.]

Charleston, VVest Va., August 11, 1913.
Pursuant to a call of the Chairman the �Commission

met in the Governor�s Reception Room, at the capitol, in
the city of Charleston, on this day, at 10 o�clock at. m.

Present: Messrs. Mason, (Chairman,) Boreman,
Zilliken, Hamilton, Young, Lenhart, Ord, Ice, Chilton,
VVells and Miller, being all the members of the Commis-
sion. Also, Attorney General Lilly, Associate Counsel
Hogg and the Secretary.

The minutes of the Washington meetings were read
and approved.

CHAIRMAN MASON: After our meeting a.t Washing-
ton I learned through letters received from various
members of the Commission, and otherwise, that this
Commission would �not be ready to meet With the Vir-
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ginia Commission, at Wa.shington, on the 12th day of
August, pursuant to the adjournment of July 26th; and
not desiring to put the members of the Virginia Commis-
sion to the inconvenience of going to Washington unless
they desired to go, I sent the following telegram to the
Hon. John B. Moon, Chairman of the Virginia. Com-
mission :

� Fairmont, VVest Va., Aug. 9, 1913.
�Hon. John B. Moon,

Charlottesville, Va.
Certain our Debt Commission will not be

ready for meeting Tuesday. Members have not
had time enough for investigation. We meet
Charleston Monday and will have to ask that time
be extended to a day in near future. Under these
circumstances I suggest Waslii~ngton meeting be
now re-called. (Signed) 

     
     JOHN W. MASON.�

On the same day that telegram was sent, I also
wrote and mailed to Mr. Moon a. letter of which this is a

copy:

�August 9, 1913.
Hon. John B. Moon,

Charlottesville, Va.
Dear Sir:

Since returning from Wasliington the mem-
bers of the West Virginia. Debt �Commission have
been diligently investigating the problem sub-
mitted to them by the Legislature. Thev �nd
that there are many things to be considered be-
fore we can have an intelligent settlement. You
must bear in mind this commission is composed
of men who knew comparatively little of the sub-
ject and none of the members had ever studied
the question in detail. Hence, we �nd that it will
be utterly impossible to .resume negotiations on
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the 12th of August as intended when we separat-
ed at Washington. Therefore, I today sent you
the following day letter telegram:

�Certain our Debt Commission will not be
ready for meeting Tuesday. Members have not
had time enough for investigation. V\7e meet
Charleston. Monday and will have to ask that
time be extended to a day in near future. Under
these circumstances I suggest Washington meet-
ing be now recalled.�

You will readily understand, I think, the
magnitude of work before this Commission. In
the �rst place you are no doubt aware that the
people of VVest Virginia never considered that
they owe anything, or, if anything, a very small
amount. As indicating the sentiment of West
Virginia I here quote a resolution adopted by the
Constitutional Convention in 1872, offered by its
Ex�Judge Samuel Woods, of Barbour County, as
follows:

�Resolved, That there exists no just, legal or
equitable claim against the State of,�,West Vir-
ginia for the payment of any portion of the pub.
lic debt of Virginia and that the existing pro-
vision on that subject in our present constitution
ought no longer to exist.�

Judge Woods was a very prominent man at
.the time and had been a member of the Virginia
Convention of 1861, and «sympathized with the
South and remained at or near Richmond during
the entire war. He cannot be accused of having
any prejudice against the old State. He was a
man of large means, took great interest in public
matters and served a long time as one of the
judges of our Supreme Court.

In pursuance of this resolution that Conven�
tion did eliminate from the Constitution of 1863 8
Section 8, Article 8, which was the article author-
izing thelpayment of our part of the Virginia
debt, and the present Constitution, adopted in
187 2, less than ten years afterthe organization of
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the State, not only ignores the payment of this
debt, but by references to. this history inferential�
ly declares against it. I refer to these things to
indicate the trouble there will be in convincing
the people of West Virginia that they owe any� »
thing on account of this debt. This Committee
having been appointed by the Legislature to in-
quire into and negotiate upon this subject, are
exceedingly anxious to do so as intelligently as
possible and Without any references to precon-
ceived notions except so far as the opinions
formed at the time of the formation of the State,
by men familiar With all the facts, may be regard-
ed as correct. You, together with the members
of your Commission, have gone over these ques-
tions fully and have had years of experience in
acquiring the facts. We have had less than 60
days. VVe take it that before a satisfactory con-
clusion can be reached that we shall have to ver-
ify many statements, accounts and facts upon
which the correct conclusion rests. This being a.
public matter and our duties being only advisory,
we would not feel that We have done our duty to
the public, should we make a proposition, accept
or reject one, without giving a reason therefor at
least satisfactory to ourselves. I beg to assure
you that We Will pursue our investigations as ra.p--
idly as possible and as soon as we feel that we are
prepared to talk the matter over with you intel-
ligently, We will ask you to call your Commis-
sion together for that purpose. I hope this will
be in the near future. T

Very respectfully yours,
J OHN W. MASON.

(Signed)
JVVM/S�

To which telegram and letter no replies Were re-
ceived.

Thereupon, 
     
     The Commission directed Chairman Mason to call
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Mr. Moon by long distance telephone and inquire Wheth-
er or not he had received the telegram, and What was
the pleasure of the Virginia Commission.

Mr. Moon was called and replied� to Chairman Mason
that immediately upon receipt of the telegram of
August 9th he had �noti�ed the members of the Virginia
Commission that there would be no meeting at Wash-
ington on the 12th of August, and Chairman Mason -sug-
gested to Chairman Moon� that a time be �xed for an-
other meeting in the near future, and that the time be
arranged by the Chairmen of the two Commissions,
which was assented to by Mr. Moon.

On motion the Commission then took a recess until
1 :30 p. In.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Commission re�assembled at 1:30 o�clock p. In.,

all the members being present, together with Attorney
General Lilly and Associate Counsel Hon. Charles Ed-
gar Hogg.

Mr. Lilly read a paper prepared by Mr. Hogg and
himself, supplementary to a former statement submitted
by them for the use of the Commission, �On the Debt
Case, together with Conclusions Deducible from the
Opinion of the Court, rendered on What is Denominated
a Final Hearing of the Case,� also, another paper giV�
ing �Reasons Why the Proportion of the Debt of Vir-
ginia to be assumed by West Virginia should be ascer-
tained by the method prescribed by Section 9 of the
Ordinance adopted in August, 1861.� .

Following the reading of the papers there was a dis-
cussion of the same by Messrs. Wells, Hamilton, Young,
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Lenhart and other members of the Commission, after
which Mr. Wells offered the following resoltion, which
was adopted:

Resolved, That a sub-committee consisting of Messrs
Ord, Young and Ice is hereby appointed to co�operate
with the Attorney General and tl1e associate counsel in
this case, in drawing up the necessary data and! statistics
as a basis for propositions to be made to the Virginia
Commission, and that either one, two or all of said sub-
committee, at their convenience, are authorized to per-
form the Work assigned them in connection with this
matter.

On motion of Mr. Wells the Commission then ad-

journed to meet at the call of the Chairman.

Chwirmcm.

.«F�ec7"ctary.

Proceedings of the Sub-Committee

Charleston, West Va., August 11, 1913.
The sub�committee created by the resolution. adopted

by the Virginia Debt Commission at its meeting this_
day, met at 7 o�clock p. m., at the of�ce of the Attorney
General, in the capitol building, in the city of Charleston,
to consider the duties imposed upon it by Virtue of said
resolution.

All the members of the sub-committee were present;
also, Attorney General Lilly and Associate Counsel
Hogg.

Thereupon,
Mr. W. D. Ord was elected Chairman of said sub-

committee.
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After a general discussion of tlie duties of the sub-
committee, on motion an adjournment Was had until to-
morrow morning, August 12, at 9 o�clock.

VVILLIAM D. ORD,
Clmirman Sub�C0mmz"ttee.

JOHN T. HARRIS, 
     
     Secretary.

Charleston, West Va., August 12, 1913.
The sub�comn1ittee met pursuant to adojurnment

of last night, all the members and the Attorney General
and Associate Counsel being present. Further discus-
sion was had as to matters and things that should be
considered by this sub�committee, the members of the
sub�committee agreeing upon the respective investiga-
tions to be made, after which an adjournment Was had
to meet in the near future, at the call of the Chairman.

VVILLIAM D. OED,
Cha,17rimam~ Sub�C�0mm2&#39;ttee.

JOHN T. HARRIS, 1

Secretary�.

Charleston, West Va.., Sept. 18, 1913.
The sub�committee appointed under the resolution

adopted August 11th, 1913, met in the city of Charleston,
pursuant to call, on the 18th day of September, 1913,
and there were present: Messrs. Ord, Chairman) Young
and! Ice; also, Attorney General Lilly and the Secretary
of the Commission. ,

Considerable time was spent in a discussion of the
methods to be pursued in securing the necessary data
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and statistics upon which to base propositions to be
made to the Virginia. Commission.

The Chairman stated that he_ had been in confer-
ence with the Governor, the Board of Public Works and
counsel representing West Virginia, and that it Was
unanimously agreed by them that in order to make an in-
telligent and proper offer to the Virginia Commission
with reference to a settlement of West Virginia�s pro-
portion, if any, of the public debt proper to be borne, as
based upon the suggestions contained in the opinion of
the Supreme Court of the United States of the 6th day
of March, 1911, that it would be necessary to obtain cer-
tain data, facts and information not disclosed in the pres-
ent record, and that it would probably require further
investigation by accountants; and it being represented
to this sub�committee by the Board of Public VVorks that
it is willing to secure such data and information upon
which to predicate propositions of settlement as afore-
said, and that it will secure such data and information
and furnish the same at the earliest practicable date,
which will probably be within two or three months, the
sub-committee expresed its desire to receive any and all
information upon which an adjustment can be properly
predicated.

The following preamble and resolution were offered
by Mr. Young and adopted:

WHEREAS, The sub�committee of the West
Virginia Commission of the �Virginia Debt&#39;Com�
mission appointed to formulate a� proposition of
settlement to be submitted to the Virginia Com-
mission, �nd it necessary to ascertain certain.
facts and �gures not in the record and not avail-
able from the record, which will take some time;
therefore be it �

Resolver]. That the Hon. John VV. Mason,
Chairman of the VVest Virginia Commission, be
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requested to inform tl1e Virginia Commission, by
a letter directed to its Chairman, Mr. Moon, that
we are diligently at work on a proposition to be
submitted to the Virginia Commission, but that
further time will be needed to complete it.

VVhereupon, the Chairman of this sub�com�
mittee addressed the following communication to
the Chairman of the Commission:

�Charleston, VVest Va., Sept. 18, 1913.
Hon. John W. Mason,

Chairman, 
     
     Fairmont, VVest Virginia.

Dear Sir: &#39;

I enclose copy of a resolution adopted by our
sub�committee today. Also, draft of a letter to
Mr. Moon, which you can sign and mail to him if
it meets with your approval.

Yours truly,
(Signed) W. D. Om),

Chaiwncmi Slub-Committee.�

The draft of the letter to Mr. Moon above referred

to is as follows:

�Fairmont, VVest Virginia, September 22, 1913.
Hon. J. B. Moon,

Chairman Virginia Debt Commission,
Charlottesville, Virginia.

My Dear Sir:
I am instructed by a sub�committee of the

VVest Virginia Commission, appointed by the
Governor of that State to negotiate a settlement,
in accordance with the suggestions of the Su-
preme Court of the United "States, of the contro-
versy between the States of Virginia and West
Virginia relative to the settlement of the Vir-
ginia debt, to say to you, and through you to the
Virginia Commission, that the West Virginia
Commission has in course of preparation a propo-
sition (looking to a settlement) to be presented to
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your Commission at the earliest moment;
but that it will yet require some three or
four months time in which to put said proposition
in �nal and intelligent form. I cordially endorse
tl1e recommendation of the sub�committee and
hope it will be agreeable to your committee to con�
sider the same favorably.

In the meantime, if your Commission should
desire to submit any suggestions or propositions
to this Commission, looking to the same end, We
would gladly and Without unnecessary delay con-
sider the same.

VVith great respect, I remain,
Yours, etc.,

Chaimnwn West Virgimai Oomamssion.

The suh�committee then adjourned to meet at
the call of the Chairman, with the understanding
that each member should diligently continue his
investigations under the resolution raising this
s*ub�committee.

Secretary.

Teste: 
     
     JOHN T. HARRIS, 

     
     Secretary;



In the Supreme Court of the United States
OCTOBER TERM, 1913.

No 2. Original

COMMONVVEALTH OF VIRGINIA,

COMPLAINANT, 
     
     US.

STATE OF. VV EST VIRGINIA, DEFENDANT.

IN EQUITY.

NOTE OF ARGUMENT IN RESISTANCE OF COM-
PLAINANT�S MOTION THAT THE COURT PRO-

CEED T0 ADJUDICATE ALL UNDECIDED QUES-

TIONS IN THE CAUSE.

It is respectfiilly submitted that there are but two
questions for consideration in the determination and de»
cision of this motion. They are:

I. Is the VVest Virginia Commission making a pres-
ent effort in good faith to negotiate a settlement of West
Virginia�s equitable portion of the Virginia debt in ac-
cordance with the suggestion of this court�! And,
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II. If there be a present and sincere effort to that
end on the part of the VVest Virginia Commission, does
the fact that it is under the necessity of reporting back
to the governor and legislature of the_State of West Vir-

S ginia the result of its negotiations emasculate the Com-
mission and render its negotiations a mere idle and
empty form? �

The first question must be answeredyes and the sec-
ond no, and we shall undertake to brie�y give the
reasons therefor.

I.

ACTIVITY AND GOOD FAITH OF WEST VIRGINIA
I COMMISSION I

The response �led to the motion herein, together
with the exhibits therewith, shows that the West Virginia
�Commission has not ceased its activities from the time
of its organization, on the tenth day of June, 1913, to
the present time, and that it is still active along the line
of negotiation, notwithstanding the pendency of the
present. motion. Indeed, upon the very day that this
motion bears date and before notice thereof had been
served upon the State of "West Virginia, the chairman
of the West Virginia Commission, in consequence of a
resolution adopted by a sub-committee thereof, mailed a
letter to the chairman of the �Virginia Commission, in- �
forming him, and requesting him to so inform the Vir-
ginia Commission, �that the West Virginia Commission
has in course of preparation a proposition (looking to a
settlement) to be presented to your Commission at the .
earliest moment.� The full text of this letter is as fol-
lows:
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FAIRMONT, VVEST VIRGINIA,
September 22, 1913.

�Honorable J, B. MOON,
�Chaiirmani Virgiwéai Debt Com-

mission, Chamlottesville, V&#39;irgim&#39;a.
�My DEAR SIR: I am instructed by a sub-

committee of the iWest Virginia Commission, ap-
pointed by the Governor of that State to nego-
tiate a settlement, in accordance with tl1e sugges-
tions of the Supreme Court of the United States,
of the controversy between the States of Virginia
and VVest Virginia relative to the settlement of
the Virginiaidebt, to say to you, and through you
to the Virginia Commission, that the West Vir-
ginia Commission has in course of preparation a
proposition (looking to a settlement), to be pre-
sented to your Commission at the earliest Ino-
ment; but that it will yet require some three or
four months� time in which to put said proposi-
tion in �nal and intelligent form. I cordially
endorse the recommendation of the sub�commit-
tee, and hope it will be agreeable to your Com-
mission to consider the same favorably.

�In the meantime, if your Commission should
desire to submit any suggestions or propositions
to this Commission, looking to the same end, We
would gladly, and Without unnecessary delay,
consider the same.

�With great respect, I remain,

�Yours, e&#39;tc., 
     
     �J OHN VV. MAsoN,

�Chairman W7 est V«irgin~ia- C�omm*issi0n."

It likewise appears from the response to the motion
that-�

�While its Commission� (the VVest Virginia
Commission) �and the sub�committee thereof,
together With the Governor and Attorney Gen-
eral of the State, were diligently and conscien-
tiously using every effort Which they reasonably
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could use, and while they were exercising due dili-
gence and were proceeding with all deliberate
speed to carry into execution the requirements
imposed upon them by the joint resolution of the
Legislature of the State of West Virginia of Feb-

� ruary 21, 1913, and while they were formulating;
a proposition to be made to the Virginia Commis-
sion, as requested by said Commission at the
Washington conference hereinbefore referred to,
to the end that the matters in controversy be-
tween the two States might be settled in accord-
ance with the suggstion of this honorable court,
made in its opinion rendered March 6, 1911, as in-
terpreted by its opinion rendered �October 30,
19]1, the Commonwealth of �Virginia served
notice of the present motion.� Par. 12 of Re-
sponse. &#39;

These are the words of the State, spoken through its
chief law officer, its Attorney General, and the sincerity
and truth thereof, we presume, will be conceded.

Nor is this all: The West, Virginia Commission has
not only been active and earnest, but the exhibits �led
with the response show progress in the negotiations.
At the joint conference of the Commissions of the two
States, held at Wasliington on the 25th and 26th days
of July, 1913, the State of Virginia had no proposition
to make, and made none. At �rst, it contented itself
with presenting to the West Virginia Commission a reso-
lution declaring that the negotiations must be co�ned
to the single question of interest; but, upon the demur-
rer of the &#39;VVest �Virginia Commission, �nally invited a
proposition from that Commission looking to a settle-
ment of the entire matter. This, we presume, meant a
lump sum; but the West Virginia Commission, feeling
that it was not sufficiently informed at that time to take
such a step, declined to make any proposition. There-
upon, the joint session adjourned. Subsequently, how-
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ever, the West Virginia Commission, after the appoint-
ment of a sub�committee, and after some consideration
by that committee of the question, began the prepara-
tion of a proposition to be submitted to the Virginia
Commission. This is evidenced by the letter� of its chair-
man of the 22d of September, 1913, hereinbefore set
forth; and it is submitted that this shows progress. It
may not be as rapid as the Virginia Commission would
like, but it must be borne in mind that the latter Com-
mission occupies a very different position from the
former. The Virginia Commission has nothing to do
but to receive, while the West Virginia Commission may
be required to provide and to pay. I

II.
0

EFFECT OF REFERRING RESULT OF NEGOTIA- .
TIONS BACK TO THE LEGISLATURE OF WEST
VIRGINIA.

The fact that the VVest Virginia Commission is re-
quired by the resolution of its appointment to report.,
without further action, the result of its negotiations to
the governor of that State does not destroy the utility
of the Commission; because it would have been neces-
sary to make this report in any event, whatever might
have been the form of the resolution. Even if the two
Commissions should agree upon a �xed sum in settle-
ment, the West Virginia Commission would have no
power to pay the same under the "West. Virginia Consti-
tution, whatever the terms of the resolution appointing
it. It could not draw its warrant upon the treasury of
the State, nor could that power be delegated to it; and,
even if it should, a probable lack of funds would render
its draft worthless. Neither could it, nor any of the of�-
cials of the State, in the absence of legislative sanction,
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issue bonds for the purpose of raising money for the
discharge of the decree agreed; and for it, or them, to
do so would simply result in putting worthless securities
upon the market.

Section 3 of article 10 of the present Constitution of
West Virginia (1872) reads as follows:

�3. No money shall be drawn from the
treasury but in pursuance of an appropriation
made by law, and on a warrant issued thereon by
the auditor; nor shall any money or fund be taken
for any other purpose than that for which it has
been or may be appropriated," or provided. A
complete and detailed statement of the receipts
and expenditures of the public moneys shall be
published annually.� I

:And section 4 of the same article reads:

�4. N o debt shall be contracted by this
State, except to meet casual de�cits in the rev-
enue, to: redeem a previous liability of the State,
to suppress insurrection, repel invasion or de-
fend the State in time of war; but the payment. of
any liability other than that for the ordinary ex-
penses of the State shall be equally distributed
over a period of at least twenty years.�

See also section 5 of the same article:

�The power of taxation of the legislature
shall extend to provisions for the payment of the
State debt and interest thereon, the support of
free schools, and the payment of the annual esti-
mated expenses of the State; but, whenever any
de�ciency in the revenue shall exist in any year,
it shall, at the regular session thereof held next t
after the de�ciency occurs, levy a tax for the en-
suing year suf�cient with the other sources of in-
come to meet such de�ciency, as well as the esti-
mated expenses of such year.�

I _ .
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But if it should be contended that the provisions of
the present Constitution are not to govern, but that sec-
tion 8 of article 8 of t-he Constitution of 1861, as being
a part of the co11tract between the two States, should, be
looked to, then we �nd it reading as follows:

�8. An equitable proportion of the public
debt of the Commonwealth of Virginia, prior to
the �rst day of January, in the year one thousand
eight hundred and siXty�one, shall be assumed by
this State; and the legislature shall ascertain the
same as soon as may be practicable, and provide
for the liquidation thereof by a sinking fund suf��
cient to pay the accruing interest, and redeem the
principal within thirty�four years.�

In any event, and under either Constitution, moneys
can be drawn from the State treasury in only one way;
and, wherever a debt is to be created (as by a bond is-
sue) under section 4 of article 10 of the present Consti-
tution, the payment thereof �shall be equally distributed
over a period of at least twenty years,� and under sec-
tion 8 of article 8 of the Constitution of 1861 could be
met only by providing �a sinking fund suf�cient to pay
the accruing interest and redeem the principal within
thirty�four years.�

It may be suggested, however, that these very diffi-
culties only tend to show the inefficient character of the
present Wevst Virginia Commission, but not so. If the
two Commissions should reach an amicable and satisfac-
tory adjustment of the controversy and the West, Vir-
ginia Commission should report the result of such nego-
tiations to the governor of that State and he should con-
vene the legislature of his State, and transmit to it such
report, with his recommendation added thereto, it would
only be reasonable and proper to presume that the West
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Virginia legislature Would con�rm the report and take
the necessary steps to carry it into execution.

It would be incorrect to say, as suggested by the
representatives of the Commonwealth of �Virginia, that
this course vvould leave the whole matter at large and
open up every question de move for discussion upon the
hustings and in the legislature, for it Will be observed
that the �West Virginia resolution provides that��

�The Commission shall make a report to the
governor as soon as practicable, and, upon re--
ceipt of said report, the governor shall convene
the legislature for the consideration of thesame.�

This means (unless unnecessary time should be con-
sumed by the negotiation) that the members of the pres-
ent legislat.ure would be convened in extraordinary ses-
sion by the governor, and that, too, before the election of
the members of that body, to convene in regular biennial
session in the month of January, 1915. N 0 election,
therefore, would intervene, and, being none, a discussion
upon the �hustings� would not take place. i

It is true that the West Virginia legislature, when
convened to consider the report of the Commission, �
would have the power to disappoint us; but We can
scarcely believe, and the court Will not presume, that it
Would repudiate an equitable adjustment of this con-
troversy. L

- OBSERVATIONS

This court has proceeded with great caution in this
case, that no injustice may be done to either of the high
-parties litigant. And when reference is� made to the
fact that this case has been pending for some years, it is
not improper to say that there have been no unnecessary
delays in the prosecution of this suit, but it has gone
foryward with that degree of speed consistent with the
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nature of the case and the requirements of justice. The
«court has been careful to avoid doing injustice to either

«of the parties, but desires that time for deliberation may
be afforded and a conclusion reached Without undue

haste.

Should the Virginia Debt Commission reject the
proposition for settlement, when made by the West Vir-
ginia Commission, then it Will be time for the complain-
ant to report this fact to this court, and move to ex-
pedite this cause. Until We=sti Virginia. has had a rea-
sonable time, and has been afforded opportunity to re-
spond to the suggestions of this court, in an intelligent,
orderly m_anner, and has had time and opportunity to

. comply with the requirements of the resolutions of the
V\7est Virginia Legislature, West �Virginia will not be in
default, and until such reasonable time elapses, a motion
to speed this cause is premature, and to sustain this
motion atthis time, it is most respectfully submitted,
would deprive this State of the right and privilege which
this court l1as afforded her, of a peaceable adjustment
of a quasi-international dispute.

It is therefore most respectfully submitted that this
motion should, at this time, be overruled, or, it should
be continued for a sufficient time to enable the West, Vir-
ginia Commission to complete its labors, and to perform
its duties, and it is suggested that not less than six
months be given for that purpose.

Respectfully submitted, ,
A. A. LILLY,

Attorney General of VVest Vtrgiimct.
V. B. ARCHER, i

C CHARLES E. IHOGG)
J OHN H. HOLT,

Of Counsel for West Virginia.
�OCTOBER 13, 1913.





SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

N o. 2, OI"1g�lI1al.�~OCTOBER TERM, 1913.

Commonwealth of Virginia On motion of the State of

�vs. 9 Virginia to proceed to

State of West Virginia.   a �nal hearing.

[November 10, 1913.],

Mr. Chief Justice VVHITE delivered the opinion of the Court.

In March, 1911, ( V/ingimct V. West V7}7&#39;g�ima, 220 U. S. 1,)
our decision was given �With respect to the basis of liabil-
ity and the share of the princi.pal of the debt of �Virginia
that Welst Virginia assumed.� In view, however, of the
nature of the controversy, of the consideration due the re-
spective states and the hope that by agreement between
them further judicial action might be unnecessary, We post-

poned proceeding to a �nal decree and left. open the ques-
1 tion of What, if any, interest was due and the rate thereof,

as Well as the right to suggest any mere clerical error
which it was deemed might have been committed in �xing
the sum found to be due upon the basis of liability which
Was settled. In October, 1911, We overruled Without
prejudice a motion made by Virginia to proceed at once
to a �nal determination of the cause on the ground that
there was no reasonable hope of an amicable adjustment.
Vé4"�g«im7a+ v. West Vé4"gz&#39;m&#39;a, 222 U. S. 17.

The motion on behalf of the State of Virginia now before
us is virtually a reiteration of the former motion to pro-
ceed and is based upon the ground that certain negotiations
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which have taken place between the Virginia Debt Com-
mission representing �Virginia, and afCommission repre-
senting West Virginia, appointed in virtue of �a joint reso-
lution of the legislature of that state, adopted in 1913,

. make it indubitably certain that no hope of an adjustment
exists. But without reviewing the course of the negotia-
tions relied upon, we think it suffices to say that in resist-
ing the motion the Attorney General of West Virginia on
behalf of that State insists that the view taken by Virginia
of the negotiations is a misapprehension of the purposes .
of West Virginia, as that State since the appointment of
the Commission on its behalf has been relying upon that
Commission �to consummate such an adjustment and settle-
ment of said controversy as to commend the result of its
negotiations to the favorable consideration of the Governor
and the legislative branch of its government, and thus
terminate said controversy to the satisfaction of her

i people and the Commonwealth of Virginia, and upon the
principles of honor and justice to both States, and in fair-
ness to the holders of the debt for whose bene�t this con-
troversy is still pending.� The Attorney General further
stating that in order to accomplish the results just men-
tioned, a sub�committee of the Commission of West Vir-
ginia has been and is engaged in investigating the whole
subject with the purpose of preparing a proposition to
be submitted to the Virginia Debt Commission, to �nally
settle the whole matter and that a period of six months�
time is necessary to enable the Committee to, complete its
labors.   &#39; �

Having regard to these representations, we think we
ought not to grant the motion to proceed at once to con-
sider and determine the cause, but should, as near as we
can do so consistently with justice, comply with the request
made� for further time to enable the Commissioners of

West Virginia to complete the work which we are assured
they are now engaged inperforming for the purpose of
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effecting a settlement of the controversy. As, however,
the granting of six months� delay would necessitate carry-
ing� the case possibly over to the next term and therefore

i he in all probability an extension of time of more than a
year We shall reduce somewhat the time asked and direct
that the case be assigned for �nal �hearing on the 13th day
of April next at the head of the call for that day.

True copy. 4

Teste: 
     
     Clerk Supreme Court, U. S.








