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a  That-there is agreat deal of� af�iction� in this world, none  _
No period, no "stfa�tion,;no circumstances of life are exempe, �. s &#39; - «  *  ale»

: zvondezfully madeyjare   he: more lial;>cle~t
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THE BENEFIT OF AFFLIcsTI~olNs.uY
for our pro�t, that we night 53 par"Zd%e7&#39;s-

of His holiness. e
a. 5?�

vades us through a thousands gli��_;erent avenues. We suffer in Ypur pftoé; "f
petty, in c§\_1�r.cha_racte1f,sAi�n_ our friends._ Riches often take to: tlzemselves -
wings and �eeitway. Even the &#39;e.a�i*nings of honest�indust15*59j thesav-.
ings of. temperance and ecoLnofny, n1a5;_lbe torn from us by the hand of
adversity�, and \Ve*l)(-3 left in that state, from which the wise  earnestly
prayed to be preserved. Our character, �our good name, �which is; better i
than precious ointment, the .i~es�i�Jlt of integrity and upriightnejss," may be.
comethe sport of the Vtawle-_bearer_.[  be, assailed fby, the tongue� of �
Slander. In the Sufferingse of our friehdsl,(:5ur sornovvs may also be multipli-
P_(l..&#39; Their death pierces  anguish of a pecuvlial� kirld.
Our minds; While the bo�dyghealth,&#39;: often feel the _1nost�ex�qu;sitesené V

� sations of V pain. Ho1T)el&#39;~�d¢gf221*red  t�eheart
occurrences often Wblast on t

V � / Ungxpectgd
1j;%mo&#39;%*s_t*sa;1gl:uine~. epxpecAtat_ions, and leave us to

%t:rntent,; Oijr  so �eavfully andall the ibitterness of 7 disap-

{Every liml), eavéxjllnerveg  .vV %    \ & l   disorder a
excruciating anguish.�  le11�gtl71: the;  Vfifanimal life is extiin;

. lthis earthly house is vdissolvedgandlman goe_(«;j§.%e,�f&#39;c[3l7}1}l1;z�Velong ho&#39;me�i;_
w

�eleéi�jsease and sn�&#39;ering_.
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V �I  it <  such, tlien, be the fact; if noage, no station, no connexion in this

  lifeisexempted from suffering ;  to be an inhabitant of this earth, to
by it i be a child of vAdam,is to be an heir of misery ; surely the art of turn-

 the�s§g.,;yiafHictions to,� a good! purpose�-of deriving great and lasting
bene�t /froth�  niust�  more important to us; than the art of chang-�

a ing other substancesinto gold�.   For did we possess millions of wealth,
.. tl1lS.,}VOLIl(ll.,nOt shield?u§,;?;>fro;I1.su�&#39;ering=iand fromdeath ; but if these a�-
_�i.ctions work together for Bur good, then the immortal spirit may rejoice�

 �j,iitnd3 returns to thejivearth as ltit"�wasI.  V I y , I
 This is frzuentlysands clearly taught in the. Bible ; �and, if we
mistake not, in the teggtgiie Letitus then conteInpl�ate,i   A

I. THE LIGHT In WHICH AFFLICTIONS onenrr �TO� BE VIEWED, AND
THE DISPOSITION ~WITIIi WHICH THEY ovens  BE RECEIVED.

II. THEIR TEEEENCY, WHEN THUS VIEWED AND RECEIVED, TO PRO~*
MOTE oun, SPIRITUAL INTEREST- l

;--as sent "By Him Whose kingdom mleth over ran. ~ Youhave only
to open your Bible, and this truth will meet your eye in �almost every

ii  gfé   the tip-estilence iscalled for, andits coursed is dii°e&#39;etied, until�

v stated lin.jfSi:,ripture�,. that allthe diseases �Egg/gl)7t,;¥�t%iit.lso every sickness and�
every plagéize�, though not mentioned in l 00k or the law, are

__g�.(:.or;_,,trolledégg,by the hand of God. .i,,If&#39;, in sequent ages, _iintemperiél{�
"i :4

unknown� to former times, still they do not move Without His di-
L ,&#39;reid�tgion3; And even death itself, the terrnihation of all earthly enj,-oymeint,

i i  pious and*a�l.icted Job, that thou wilt bring, me to death. He
i I ii and he maketlh alive, other calamities with which you can

i f15oissibly..behaf�icted are alsoiiihiis messengers. If the devouring �ame�
    your property;  the tiempes�t or ilii1rric�ane visits you with

,  this ifjire and thié� stormy w-ind, are but his�serva11ts,ful�llingas A
his _,,,�v¢§t(t;sure.~  � M� 4 , I .

Itis tiiueiipthat thjesve af�ictions take place through  instrumentality
of second ; that is, theyiare sent in -the displensations of Provi-A
yderice," and notiby miraculous power. Yet thesg second causes, many

, of  least, have no l.n&#39;telllge11CG, and of A �course, can form 110 do»

I

;i&#39;r:i&#39;¢itribuila:ti:on.., andtriumph in hope.-, Whiiethe  suffers and dissolves, I I

�g!) You are to view. and receive afiiictions as c.oming fiom the"hqfndqfi . &#39;

page. All those diseases to which you are liable, are most
toidiivine agency. When nations, or »indi.viidualér�?,iVelré �itol:-3tbe;"�}i_��

iipurposet, gwh-on administers the correction, �is gfullylyaccompliished. It is I

�an.d.licentious habits of living, or any.,o-ther causes, have generated dii

l y Eisgas elearly asori*b"ed« to God, as the creation of the World. I Imow, A
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sign to visit you with a�iiction: � Your diseases are often contracted from V  W V
the air, impregnated with noxious qualities. But this air, this vapour, l   .
holds no consultation, formsino designtpr produce jthi"s effect ; andyet
it does not taketplace without designs.  A second �cause, indeed, neces-
-sarily implies the exi.stens&#39;ee am; agency  a First, controlling and direct-
ing the second. When,,I�:therefo�re, it is your ~&#39;Fath.er�s intention to "a�lict
you with disease, he eag1seth.the«e,apodrs to asaend\=.from t7ee\end8.rjl:Z.7ze
.earth, gives them their necessary qualities, directs their =co.ur.se,:_ and
limits ethgeirrpe�feet, and His purpose  accomplished. ,, This is true» re-
tspeiefing all �the calamitie_s,V»,with which you may .be-Visited ; w�hatev�er?w
means may be einpleyed�lie l�h?a�ndg,uides them is the �hand of a
God. Your own agency may be thus employed ; your safety may be
secured through your .own�¥ prudence and care ;7 or your heaalthmay be

restored, your sorrows��lightened, by means of human skill. In either .
�case, however, the wisdi  the power of God are tobel-. acknow-
ledged. His wisdom  �; his hand �guides the p1�iOgl:¬�SSr:3�d
limits the enact of all these �lnreans. Als.o,%hen you are cl-tastiseed, , »
whatever the rod may be, it is your Father�s hand, which administers the

re eliasti-sement. A_�ict&#39;z°on com~etZt not forth  the dust, �neither dotlri�ouble
�  out qf  They must be tracediblavck. to th.elGrea�t  i

Cause, with whom; there is neither chance nor accident ; but wh.o-Workls
ye-gaocording to a de�nite plan, formed a�er the council of his own wisdevn.
,,y�"v,yL 1 V

Yousa5ilf,,,,,,,j,�1to,view eandreceiveppyour af�ip7ctio.n.slas deserved. �You. are i  �i
not fora moment tio.A,sup:pose, that t&#39;h_ey are arbitraryin their design,,,..or_% p   � �
sent without  ns as are amply su�ieient to justify "them, in; the V �
View of virg�nite  wisdom. l Tke*Lord doth, not a�ict tvz�ll?ing~
l,.ly;,�._,,»n�or gégieve the children  men. There is ,a cause for everykind
�.ia;iid�:degre<e of sorrow which�ll1you.t.astet: and this cause is �found in your- .�

it  .-selves ;-�p�in your own .s*z&#39;1gfuln.-e8s.. .
\Why has this World, in every age, exhibited such scenes of protractegd _

and complicated misery? t Why is every child of ,4 Adam born heir . to ha i
A large inheritance of su  &#39; From What inexhaustible source have
-these streams of bitterness continued to floyv&#39;and&#39; overspread the earth- 2
This World, with all its changes, from theygreatest to the very least, isgpry
der the government of ya Being, in�,nite�ii�i. wisdom, povvfer ggeotlnies�s.
His -power could prevent these sufi&#39;erings,i;f the designs of liiswi &#39;
~?¬¬1l1iI�§d it ; his, goodness would prevent tliemfgsiif the,re,_tt&#39;e1&#39;e neo._ [Muse
for a different, treatment of us. , When this world c�  from  hancl ,
of" its Creator, -it; bore no rnarks of his dlSpl93~Sl«�}x;  it pro- ,
�claimed his benignity.  But now, this earth ;iS_f1l.led,W; , Iseriés ;  V M
unequivocal marks oi� the divine tlispleasurelfllg  gtran,s,iti.o,n �l
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from time� isoften attended bycircurnstances most appalling
to�l1uman= feelings. V   V �W t

»%The �:Blb].3l¢,&#39;giVeS us the only.syaitistadtfbryltinformation on this subject, so
solemnly interesting to us. Death, inldeed, with all his ministers, with
&#39;all.hiec t1iré&#39;et;ttrsors,v�has~yreigned?� and  neigning over tl1e human race. .
�.Sinl/fhoxvever�fhad �.rs;1tentered&#39; ;_ and misery and deatlh are its ,1egitimate
consequen;gies.l {man-A ai�fientegged into the world,� and death
5-in ; qndso dea�htpassedry;glponiallva.men5  that all have sinned. t.  The

-«�rst. man wilfully transgrlesssedt tire ¢p&#39;ositive§=.commandi_ of God&#39;;7 and

so _ j5a�.lf1 _  legacyv 5

y  Z[�li�eWf sas�erings of men, it is true, are gr
a greater; � Take a. singl� individual, for the sake of exberirnent ; ob-

/ ~ therebydreivvli down�. upon� yhimself&#39;.;tli&#39;e�divine;~displeasure,�giid subjected
lishis  in évery:;age�,_ tasmisefiry ~and�j:death. Sin, therefore,_is the
procuring cause� of a1l;tl1e�su�"eriiigs of men ;- and as all have sinned,

i� pwoek. �This accounts for all your calami-
* .   their glerfedt _consistency with that Goodness which

Wl)�1�ld.&#39;  9 �  y  l _
eat; but their guilt is still

-servejhimsthrough �every stage of life ;uf&#39;orm an estimate of all his»suf&#39;-
. ,ferin�g�§of f&#39;"rrii1�"&#39;1&#39;d and of body ; �nishllthe account with his dying agoiiiéésve;
  then rnu-ltiplythis amount by all the~��Woe;s of all
&#39; t§l<ind.?ll-�hot havalived and suffered sincegthe cnehtionl; and llow

will be ether ireisultvlglf any di�icuiltyii should arise in auemptis
reeoncile this tineo�n�ceievable amount of  with

V. gravation of these sins li&#39;om�a. a Variety of causesj,���f&#39;rom the ~«»pre&#39;serving

enjoyredy, ma vvorldj�lled with such bold andilwilful rebellion.
i » no feature -of V. the divine goverynrnlent calculatedto strike. themind with

not by what nu1nbers,;-��,by such, however,as will cor-
:   the millions of men� who have lived andhinned from the <
S  present.., moment. There is no  the truth.
� �ofone individual eggceeds the comprehensoi��oit§�lf� or angels� ;

of a,y.worlcl"��ca_n be comprehended only;  in�nite Mind.
c Yours amazement must lion/&#39;,_be,+�not that there isyso much,-;-but? so
�littlejsu�ieiring in the World ; not that such  Vast and irresistible tide of
rn»iser�Ty has deluged and swept the earth of its inhabitants;-�bi�1tlthat a »
single trace of divine benignity is to be found�; that a single blessing is

There is

more pl�Qf011�(l.a:Ii(l holy admiréition,y than the .forbe,arance:0f our of;
a}w% k �

Gad; x"na1§�e gp9tg§rT?iei§t1maté.  orsorne otherirt
 v;a1.._§; . considerst�ifn as amm~a1 agentf accountable to God for  t
and  does giconsider his sins of childhood, of youtliik of
manhood,_of&#39; old age; in thought, in xvord, and in deed; eonsigleir thelagLh"  .

care, and the"v�~forbearane*eHof" God; and above all from-tthe abuse of in�.  �I
 t,~,�iiite;§rnercy,i o��eredi.,th1§oug*l�1 a cruci�ed ~ Saviour ; &#39; multiply this amount of� V

5.� y
. . 
     
      «fé%3$:� �:~
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fended,,iSovereign,V��-�in that.,tl;is.i�earth+,» deluged is not made 7,
the theatre of im�medi§�fe  i�63¬0Tab19rV3ng9anC�3l iV01ll� &#39;s,li¢i51e W0Tk3TS A0�,
jn3i_quirty_   pit-3,,» _m,»m,:gewmg].~ ,- goodness� and. mercy
 his delighji     A i    �  i
i  Here, then, you; see the  3,115

by It-is :sIN�§:5,V�   tli�,¬!:.ii�eiSSociation:ii.eegf°and W your ovvn ienfdividuallyn
sin as the cause, and misery�,�.,_.�:i_i, heweiansequ.-� as  el§,ar,;,:yeftnd so i1-:

�fix
ments ofGo;d, sin may �pr . tlitsie&#39;lf3as<~th;at  1g , �ch d68ét�9l36i$"thlS su ring.

, Deal. �honestly; and y
the crowd, bysimply admittingwtha�siyou belong, tea sinful are
thus liable to your part of? the sur�eriéngsp� which thatirace deserves�.
Content not yourself with vieviifiig sin i&#39;I�1&#39;«�?�tlie., aggregate, a part�, of *
which belongs I to, you. Thisawillnevervproduce thatvivnipression,v,i,\v»ith
which you ought to ,rsec;eive afflictions.   i=i"Wi>,1l�-�
ing, . in this manner, to dispose of their piropieity ; go
common stock, from which they will receive but any eqtiigl. slrrarewith
others,)or only so much asitghyeir real wants may demand. al�erigtheyNcont nd for individual«�rig�§ltz  the? same care oeugl�éyoiiiiiv

il}az§dco1gf&#39;ess your owng. Thiehw will you be deeply convinced, that
é;§3}a&#39;¢,f&#39;be all theesu�ie ��   li;,WithepW,hieh God.is,Q}le,asedi tovisit you,� <*

"&#39;13

_,_ &#39; rrnotei youriimprovernent  k&#39;olz&#39;ne.s-.s* ;�-i-as means to __ evil dis-
 l,�o�sitiQr1,s;;,of your heart, and the sinful habits and praicticesrpof your life.
&#39;, , Youryzal�ictions, of every kind� and degree, are sent with��� design ; and

this design is calwaysigood and wise." Such,Mis"l" the testi.ino~ny of the E--
ble ; and especially of that passage from�/lWhigli.ou1; text» is; takegi �

9? R

&#39; if V

p  tiountvdpof yiii-uriown   Othersmay be more or�-le&#39;ss� guilty ithia»n�" i�
 krursel� You may Witnessriajndl. lament their sins ; but you o�igln: to

You ought&#39;towviewi.,ahd�?reiceive youraifHieti:ons.«ii,§�a,; intended to past

;God is represented as administering his chastisementste,-elite-tttas-ta  &#39;_ y �
muchvless as �afn,_enemy,+but as a kindand a��ec�"tion,ate J3�ather;:
parents  t,,l:�"&#39;:ej,ir:ii*§hil.dren ; yet they are imperfect ; some

.
 they give, may it

�lay mingle with theim love ; the ycorrectyie ,_
rliiart, to gratify this feeling. Yet, because

_ijWl1icl1� ,

rection is deserv&#39;ed;;:,�i and right in itself, the: good child" will    and L V�
reverence the hand whiwch corrects. Your Heavenly Father*can: have

. no such desire to gratify, in your a�iiction ; your suffering, co&#39;n~sidered~*in
itse1f_&#39;,_gives himno pleasure. &#39; He corrects with no� intention than
to render you more humble, more patient, more Wat�: 5,:j;i;111�,.~mgm»idevoted
,l;0�hiS S61�Vi�C6�-  distresses, these siftings, are trial of your

a faith, that it  i?�ib,e.lStrengthened, and thus be formed um praz&#39;se�m2d&#39;
glory at the appearing of Jesus ,(.7lm&#39;..s-z�.
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A child would consider the stripesilinflicted by an enemy, as given to

S gratify hatredor malice ; of rr;cIo~urse, irritation  resentment would be
the result; or, perhaps, �avslavtish fear and dread. But if correctedby
a benevolent parent, who is believed tohqve the kindest intentiomthe
result vv�i>ll?fl�%;be rxpeformation, dutifiil submission, and increased affection for
the �parent. � i Let. this child be the pattern for your imitation, Tlliougli
you know that your-i,~j,:, fctionsecome from the hand of God ; and that
you deserve them ;  unless you receive them as given in love, they

� will not produce the desired e�&#39;ecrtl.p pgWhen, therefore, the rod of �correc.
tion is felt,do=not consider Him who holds it, as_ aiJudge, inflicting the
punishment which justice�d,emandts::*�; but as val Father, watching over �
you with loving kindness ; yearnirigtover you with the most tender com-

&#39; l miserationmwlhile you ,,,.,sufl&#39;é�r ; calliiigyou back from your wanderings
&#39; rto cheerful obedience, to greater con�dence in -His grace, and to more

intimate commuriionl with �Himself,� Thus viewed, your afflictions may
worhfor good ;�-yrnay fit you for that rest which remainethforlthe people
 Goth: W - as i I r v » V l l

y  I: 4. �=Re�ceive��your- a�lictions with humbleildlzd earliedt prayer to God,
� &#39;l/��l�~*that they may i exert a sanctifying influence .~,-i�--«that   ignorance of

their d§sign,. yoiir unbelief, your impenithnce maynot render them inef-
fectual. _ You as much need the iyn�uerices of the Divine Spirit, in

v, and happy ell�ec;.tl&#39;on the human mind ; yet, unlesslthe-�quickegning Spirit

ing a rightimprovemlent of your a�lictions, in exercising faith, ,
.l repentance;,_, �The,_;Gospel,  itself�, is calculated to produce a powerful G

accompanies this Gospel, it will be re.sisted, &#39;..,and fail�l�&#39;of~�prolducing this . _ S �
g , effect. �So your paf�ic,tions,- though in?  hsjselves calculated to correct V
 «your1p�errors  your sp�iritual�liiite,r�ests, will not produce these

e�&#39;e�cts.�, unless  _t;hélSpi$,ri-t,  -his goodlpleasure worheth in you, both
gtolwill and to ~Is,_it criminal and dangerous to neglect the Gospel

� vvp7and&#39;it�s�great  .7 So is it to neglect the Fa-therly chastisements
V ii That same in�nite wisdom, which designed theiagpointed  p

twonderous plat: =l(};)lfV"i�1&#39;eCl;¬fI1ptlOn,&#39; designed sthesel�chastisements as means,=~
in part, of pfeparing�you forsthe inheritance  theléainte in light. Are .

r p  the su�ieringsiand death of the Divine Saviour, evidence of thelove- of
S   ?�l�** So are the sorrows, whichfyou are called to endure in this life.
 A Ypu are as certainly accountable to God for the improvement or �neg-

�   lect of a your afflictions, as �of the Gospel, or of the Saviour himself.
Ask, then, with humble importunity, and God will cause your afflictions
to produce in youthe peaceable fruits of righteousness. &#39;! G G
  v If you should, with kindness and discretion, administer correction to
�your child, and it should manifest an inairerence as to� the effect of am,

0
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V  titndi upright are thy judgm
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correction,ryour displeasure would be ,in,_c-l�eaSCd� ; l0¬Ca11S8 YOU? i�ten-=
tionia�dyyyour hopseswouldlbe clisappoi i If i1&#39;«~Sh011ld manifest Op-
position toyjo_ur intention,  be, _till~axmore dis.plea,S§d3 because
this, would be still further fro�tiiyour 9 9339- In
like manner your Heavenly Father  r;dis;:),lease;¬li;,p�if:; y:W?�feel in--
different respecting the effect which your.a�E1ictionts%e?iIii§,1yipwdllce 3 and
still �more so,  you feel opposedto the  théY&#39;ir�3F¬l:S9nl-
The only way,��i�tl1erefore, to avoid this to cherish ��e�rnest
desire that they unto  ;�that ,by«the�°mpyou
may be puri�ed, like gold tried  �re : that the trial ofyourfaith, being
much more precious than gold rhatiperisheth, though it be tried: with �re,

.4.

may be found unto� praz&#39;$Ve,: and honour, and glory, at the appearing of
Jesus Christ. , .

And now, brethren, in view of what has been� suggested, letrgthe
honest inquiry be made byeach of "you-With what spirite�»at,e,f,%,�, you"ac-
customed to regard the a�lictive visitations of], Providence? Do» you
View and receive them, as coming from the httltid of Ggd   the day
of �adversity, do you hear Him speaking to y"ou;� in language plainer and
more impressive than an A� audible voice from heaven? Or are, yfputut-.

Do you View alldgreceivethem, as deserved by, your transgressions.�
a j__eed, as in�nitely les,s:i;,grievous than your shins deserve? Or are you _
 to .consider �»yg�ur casei as ham? �and your a�lictions� as�

T terlyregardless ofthe Source,,vvhence a�lictions come, and of the Iessonsw
O pitlléy inculcate ?.     � it i

c"�oming&#39;,upon you Withoutjust cause? Doyou thus� God with 56- ,
ubmission, Righteous, at;&#39;t��tlzo&#39;u, 9 Lord,
£3�,. ~.Do you View andireceiver a�i1c�t1ons,as in tended� your spr�z&#39;,itu&#39;-

ul .z&#39;mprove-ment? and do they have this effect on your heart? �Do they
make you more humble, more patient, more heairenly�mind,ed, mjorpe
kind to your neighbour, and more devoted to God  theyhave  7

- aWful.e�&#39;ect of hardening your heart, and alienatirig� ya-�iections front
God and yourrfellowt-men? Can you say, with the 7 pealmist, Before
I was yot.s&#39;tra.r ; but now have I kept»  .7 Or have
you rather {dealt pirortclvlyé-~des}9ised rep:troqf�-sinned: ragainstgudgmcnts-O-
and thus beenltreasuringup wrath agiainét the day of wrhth? r V

Have you received a�iictions with humble and earnest prayer, that
they mig7Lt��be sanctz�ecl to you ?-�--:that bhthem you might be made wiser
and better ? Or haveyou rather yielded to them,as a matter ofne&#39;cessz&#39;ty--~
Without one earnest petition, that the chastisements of&#39;~God~might make
you wise unto sal1gatz&#39;on?   � �A i

God, in his holyiitprovridence, is thus putting each of you ontrial ;-��is!
giving y0L1illGOPl3Qkt§nity of sitting in judgment on your own ysou1,ibe»&#39;�

�3

my
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«fore youcome to the tremen�d%pus.trial� of the Great �Day. , be faithful
to yourself�now, that you; inay not be ashamed" and confounded in that
Day. Andldo thou still search us, Great God,land� try us, ifheed be, in
the midst qf the��furnac.e,«�-�that,we may not fall under the pews? of thine
em. er, when there is none to delivery! &#39;  e

�Ely
. , hilt� , �V  � i &#39;1 I . � &#39; l� V  ex
V r""$,

 h,

�SERMON XII;
.

V /Hnniuzws, XII-Ti.  Hefor our prq�t, �that we  be partakers of�.
�His holiness. .

l�aving,  p�rece�ding,�discourse,i contemplated the light in which
v ;-~i~�g,_ 5.y 15. oughtto be received�; vvie are now,  �

" . II. To CONSIDER THEIR TENDENCY, WHEN. Trfii
C_EIv1;m, TO PROMOTE mm, SPIRITUAL INTEREST.

"iii; ., ,+139;

has

1,; �  A   God; {Its great and oiperative principle is faith in Christ; the know»

�   \ at�ictions ought to be iviewedgand the disposition with which they Q

s wewes» AND 1213-.

ll  he purtukers. , his holiness :-��--that is, of the holié ~ ,
 i ness  requires. i Holiness consists in cohformi*ty,ppte&#39; the willof i i

ledgfegand cordial belief or the Bible�. This word,y;;g�ch .ises,,mn.~
vital �L and energetic, likeseed sown in go6dground�,ihas

i its fi+uiit.gnto ho1iness,__the�hend of which is eternal li e. Afilictions have
a tendency, to �proimhte the great Work. a � it

I. They teach� you the true nature qf sin, on account of which  p F4
are sent, and point youth the Saviour. .. Practical lessons are the~bestoif?.i *
allflessons. In the Scriptures you are taught, that sihis any evil,--l-a ,greag;.Ly,:,h
and: destrpc�ve evil ; in the calamities of life you taste, in� some&#39;degre7e,l"  V
 bitterness of this evil. The Lerd is graciously pleased to" vouehsafe..§.�.
ti) his beloved children an earnest, 3 foretaste of the joys which are at
his right hand ; and thus to enefpurage, animate, and lead them-on fto-3.; ,
xvarydsiithe heavenly Zion. So does he, in the numerous� and iivarious *
af�ictiens genre,� give a� foretaste of �the inseparable. co�sequencéls of
sin. Thus you experience the truth qf the Bible. 4 This experience of
�the bitterness of sin, will awaken that fear, which is 1f�atural_to man unu-
gler the apprehension of danger, and which becomes a na�wmn.I mntive,

at



135274   liMA&#39;1��1?HEWS� SERMON. a it
urgingnpyoulgto  a refuge from  vvrath, of which you have now
buta foretaste. Nq be  «ethat wilpanswer this purpose,
but in  ytgruci�edt SaviouigwaWhatever,sr,.therefore»y�=fi=Wmbring you to

partakes of t�gpnature of ,::.pl�v1:(&#39;;.1iness�: ;_ for it is according to
the will a of� God. F or thiefpisl7ii.?l%ommandment&#39;,,§ltg.g§,ywer-;5;§hould*lbelieve on
the name of his Son Jesud Christ. That  by Whom
you are saved ffiiom�vrath, willl&#39;thus,ib�e(;%oII§1ié3  and
you will cleave� �to? eloinz with full purpose,�   2%  d¬81:?s�£d;,
will His Wordi:bec6�rr1er,: in yo.,urll&#39;estin1  yea, than
�ne gold}; sweeter, also, ythanl hone; land the Ylzoney-coinb. Gra_ti§-ill»
tude will thus habitually spring up in your» bosom: the devout language . g
of which will be, Titanic?� be unto Godfor /its unspeakable  Here  *3  A
yo-ug�nd asafe refuge «from the impending vengeance. The love
power of sin  thusbe destroyed ; and faith in Jesus Christ, and love
to God� will  yourheart. t     l i &#39;to« 4) . ,,
&#39; In this World Where sin prevails, thereis no possible escaped from sorg A  H _
row and _ distressfw This circumstance  vendear so i&#39;,mu»ph  more  V

y to your T heart, that heaven, fwhere there�, no" sin,�l�i*3a.nd of cour�. , &#39;
no sorrow; where God shall faipe away, ,t_ea~r.s&#39; from  all �face.;.,.l�-�
As thehireling for the setting sun, when this labour will end  L V V 1

_ T as the rri;ar~iner,,,, clinging to a single fragment of his broken ship,   .
  of lthemsafetyp enjoyedpon shore; so, by the sorrows and con-

,  this troublous region, will you �beigrerniended of that blissful
Wher�  wicked - cease from tro5uhZing,erp add  L   are�

l �at �rest. acon�jicts Wlll cause the soul to stretch
ers, with more intenseidesire, towards that bet   o�i7�t y, where alone/yr  \

 there is  � from calofgaéjirnity and pain, lilfhese� desires, notpllllllonly
support you.� youi� &#39;a�lictions, but they prep«ar�e you for
your Eord. &#39;llThus death, the last enemy, will be disarmed of this sting;
and heaven-will be endeared to your hearts. Blessed effects,� precious
fruits of a�lietion 1, X r i

,2. Af�ictions teach you another practical,   useful les-
gspn �;��-The uttgg 1&#39;nz§ltt:j5c2&#39;ency of tlzis world, as a portion for the soul.
 *ot&#39;;_,prosperi,ty you may not be thoroughly convirised of this.
°&#39;I�he�l� enjoyinents of life have their place and their value, and demand

� yourlgratitude to God ; the sympathies and endearpments of friendship
are important sources of human happtilriess. But none of these, nor

 all of t�ese together, canlsatisfy the heart oppressed with heavy af�ic-1
 i  tion- No sooner do the waves of adversity strike and break around you,

 than you feel youn need of consolation from a\higher Source. To the
xnan, whose heart is» bleeding under the anguish of the last adieu bf

No.  .   T � i 2 i r
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some dear friend, the splendors of Wealth have lost their power to give
comfort. God aloneiican be his Comfor�ter�;"�� If he has t�akenthe world
as his portion, he now �nds it utterly insu�icient to drive away his
sorrow, or to support lrim under it�. To the man whose  ~:is�*de%»>*�

r parting" to another� state, the pleasures, the hen&#39;(f)urs,_ the riches of
this world are una,vailing...« To hirn an humble ehopei in the mercy
of God" is ofwrnorevalue, than: the wealth and hsiceptrel" of empires.
I�lairily and frequently as this truth is taught in the Bible, yet how
{slow are merit to learn ; how slight is the co11vie%tion~�w.hi~ch it leaves on
txhei mind !,v To q..uic&#39;ken&#39; your�perception,.£ to render this conviction more
deep: and in�uential�, i your heavenly Father�,%,,w-ith great kindness and
vvisdomr, uses his chastising rod_; and thus gives you a practical sense of"
his-* �w�n- truth: You are thus brought to see, that in the hour of
a�iiction, or om the bed ot�, death-, your choice is not between differ-g
ent sources of earthly coinfort; for these allfail ;i but between absolutev A
�despair and the Lord Jehovah, as the joy  yourtheart.

This will rexplain ja caseywhih you have sengetimes witnessed, and
�perhaps experienced.��A slight a��1ictie;n�i�rnay- overcome and disquietthe
mirid vvithv suspicions and compla-ints,i with rebellious .murmurintgs and:
repinings, and occasionja degree of distress quite disproportioned to the

 y cause by which, it is préiilueed ; while a much�h"eavier stroke is perhaps
Ffiiiborne with meek submission, with heavenly fortitude?» Tl"ie&#39;slight afo

«x�icrtion. touch.essb~12;.,§h,» one rivalet of earthly pleasure, and you haverecource
to those which are still left; but the heavierlstroke rdriesgu-up the very
source of all earthly comfort, and leaves you to sink, or deperiidi on
�alorse.  slight affliction you attempt to bear in your own strength,
&#39; which is perfect �weakness ; the heavier strokeis no sooner felt, than
you are convinced,. thatif the siiime God who in�icts the wound, does
not healgyou must be overwhelmed ; iandeyour language now is,socve,o1*IP¬rish. V i   t i 7  i � �I

ASometimes what you call a�iictioust are sent to-» remove those objévctwhti
whieh occupy more of your thoughts and a�ectionsi than is consirstenhv
with sincere and entire devotedness to Gods Thatwyvealth  is�;
perceptibiy, it may be, but really, Hwithdrawing yoiir. hem    all
lost through the fraud or negligence of others; or it is-"ibome  ,
the wings of devouring �ame ; � or it is iingulphed in the «eceani   he
ferns which was producing similar �effects, is assailed by the �g_:t0 ;e»
slander. Thaupip friend, that sdear child, whose increvasiut  yliovelinaess?Whose unfo1dirIgbeauties,, were e11tvviningtherrfse1ves5_  y if  M be
every �bre: of youreheart, is cu~t�«*down� like a �ower,  tiiimorning,,of
life. Theseendearing objects are removed, that yoiinnay be awaite-
frofh the snare which they brirsg, and that your l18aItiil&#39;I1a.}�, be

" �ta �G<3)d,.

clpslely
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Sometimes one af�iction is intended to prevent another that would be

snore grievous.� �Had Absalom died in infancy, ?the grief of his father
-would havesbeen much less, than it was from the subsequent life �and
«death-of�that ungratefulisonl When Jqseplljg COM VVaS"f»*»i31�9Se�«,t;9d t0
his father,the venerable patriarch wasideeiplyiiaf�icted, and refused to
he comforted. Xet -this a�liction had a connexion, mysterious, indeed.»
«at ttie Jnom-ent.,m -the preservation of his  and the life of his
whole family». The righteous are sometimes take? away from the evil
.-so come. vWeleon,:1e, therefore, should _be thosé calamities, which are
~kindly �intended, and which often produceythezzhappiest <�e��ects. They �
..shou1d engrave on your-.he.art this truth ; -,0 Lord God of hosts, blessed
..is the man who tmsteth in Thee.  V v

V  A�iictioni/s excite and increase seine of the most amiable and iglaiousi
»«dispo.sitioins of the W; sitfandithus greatly promote your spiritu-
al interest. L Unless seiugodiggrgappointriient is experienced,_ unless the �loss.
..gf somegvalued object is sjLi�§tained, there� is no place for submission to
«the will of God ; there is nothing to call this disposition into exercise.
N 0 man knows what his character reallyis, until� he is tried ; nor until
these trials are»so�varied, as to reach every principleof action, and source�2� &#39;
of feeling. If all your"schemes Wvere succei�sslfuylly accomplished ; if
;all that you esteem valuable remainedsafe in your possession, you would

 u now, whether or not, in a change of cirtssumstauyces you could exer-
Icjxrs� thatyg-aim .,resignati:§i1~etha<t meek submission �+-i:vhicli§tr«i=:},;eAccx1nes the:
 That you may have this proof ofyour love to eels,
--��th_lat you may perfect holiness in the of .iG�7cl-,�l1eese�n(l_s you othtese
� trials, varied and repeated, according� to his wisdom, funtilit�ie object is

�L ered �; until, in the spirit of hiolywiacquiescence, you are enahled to
,under the severestdisapvpointrnents and losses ; ,The Lord gate and

, hllord hatIrrtal:e2g,l.awezi�j�:i; and blessed he the�name of the Lord : Not
 a1zy�will,�but thine he done. &#39; i  V r  v   o
on ryxfatieneesis another Christian-virtue, for tlfé eX.ereise-  which exemp-
l  i.fro�rgi,..,4su�&#39;er,ing"iWould leave no room. Unless some degree of

 felt,   can no more exercise patience, tllan you can forgive,
 nea  has-been received. VVi-thout this feature, your character
  be iinpierfect�, asmie human countenance would he with �the: �loss of

to star� . sto supply this de�ciency, for trzhulation woricethpat, Ge.� ,&#39;]�herefore,
. ,m�y brethr �if�  t it allijoy, when yefall into dive-rs itevhjptetions J. tlmow

�Hg thi,   9; the "
 V i V H5 &#39;  � V 0 i . n
have her perfect work, that ye may be pe7�fectcmd~enm&#39;e,wanting nolhmg.

ofaitssfeatures. It is, therefore, the design andthe tendency of a�iic-

set trying of yoztrfaitli iserketlt patience., But let patience. .
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&#39; Youhave not only trials sent for the exercise of this virtue, but you

have e2iamples�set before you for imitation. You have the propltets, for
géi example of .s-u�ering ria�ictiohf�, andof patience; you have Job, not

A less distinguished for his calamities than for the patience, with which
the endured them.� You have all those-, who,«;;.through faith and patience,
. z&#39;n»herii the promises; and you have, above all, the*** example of J esus? the

  Saviour, who patiently endured the cross, despising T the shame,
set down at the right hand of the throne  God. Despise not, therefore,� _
these ehastenmgs of the Lord ; for they have an important in�uenc.e�i§ri5iii

 preparing �you for the joys and5�glories of heaven. Through �them the
¬�"i�� love of iGod is sited abroad in your heart, by the Holy Spirit.

4. This reminds us of  important advaritageirgesulting from afi
�ictions : When vieiiiled in theiér true light, and received with a proper

 igspirit, they are miostwsatiefactory the love of God. This point
 illustrated by a referlence to earthly  You loveyour own

 child. iThis love is manifested not onlyby: afprompt and kindattention
i_i�.&#39;it0 iallyits renalrttrantsi, but also by cerrection"; when deemed necessary. ,

Shihuld you neglect to give this correction, it would be a proof that your g
I &#39; J i  the child iswnot genuine. It is not love; b1i"t�hatred,�iaccord-

 language�ofinspiration, from which suehneglect proceeds.
 spareth his rod, hdteth hie sort ; but he titctt laverh him, chastiseth
�himiibet2&#39;nzes.~�(B:,gov.*Xiiiiii24.&#39;) The child desires notl1in�g&#39;but�present

 indulgence, perfectly ignorant, and, of coursie�egardless, what in�uence
  indulgence will have on itsv2��iture life. But you are not ignorant of

T  � this infiugnce ; observation andiexperience haveconvinced you,�that
� many of the habits forrneed�, antdytphe passio�tii  nourished by
T such indulgence, would be destructiV�ppeire,f yulness, respecta-
bility and pepce. _ It is,    if f reason, and huIn~ani&#39;t7y,

� as Well as of inspiration, that, if rniildAer�imeasuii;�esfail to answer the p&#39;�u~r,--� .  y 5
A pose, correction thust be �ad.rninistered.._.; and  sincere :and tender A T

V p yldive/that ever vrarrned th;�e�i"parental&#39;bo:som, v�l-l~leadto such correction ;
  once or twice only, but as often as it shall he ineieded   thee
V _ Child istaught to follow, as� its guide, your will, not its ioWn._,

T neglect this cor_re_ctio.n, you will be accountable for thew future misery
T and disgrace of this child&#39;»;&#39; and in the day o��iiiinal reclcbning,  r
T may be found charged to your Want of; proper affection  rtheysame
time, if your kindness has been What it ought to he, the f,i§i:ld��Wil:l  r
the assurance of -your love. My father, itywill�say, or my-1., mprther,
always been kind to me ; has provided� for my iivahts ;
distresses; in her own bosom has ;soothed my  .tgi�eat

,  1 Watehfulness has guarded me fromdanger 5 I know, Ifeel, that she loves

W
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* But the very hand, which has so often vvipedaway my tears, now i
corrects me, n,o,}y-A givestme pain. g�lthough she loves me, she is dis»
pleased with my conduct, because itp,jijs.;:.Wrong, and Will lead t0 S°méf�1.�
ture evil, from Which she Wishes»and.intends to preserve time by this cor-

e rection ; I will, therefore,:.;:submit.,. and love herthe more for this kind- .
i , ness. .  �  &#39;

. this is  and of easy application to your case. V7 You are igno-
,  rant oflthe changes, which await you in future :3. you cannot tell, what a
 or an hour bring forth»; nor can you tell_ what in�inence pre-

sent events may have on these changes, or what will best pr&#39;iep.are you
for them. Still lessldo you know the in�uence which temporal occur- or
rences may have on your eternal existen i
you lower in mansions of bliss. But

*tl1e1,:;;..pin heaven- He sees what in�uence �present events will have on

we-to raise you higher, orltsinli
all this is known to your Fa- T

those vvhich ait§;fffa1ture.;� and  the efl"ect._of&#39; these events. will be
on your condition in etertiity,§§,,,.�lf:;[5Iisiplan,of id,ise�ip�l§ine is �so wisely arrange
ed, tllal&#39;.%Oll6 event shall  you for the next in order ; this, tligairn, for
the next� 1;,-�-��and,that the Whole series, terminating anly with deathhggshaltl
haVe.,a happy bearing on your everlastingivix state If he sees thatr�ia�iic4
tions will produce effects on your character, which other means have
failed to produce ;: etfects which are essential to your futureiiadvance-r

 ment in holiness, and to your �nal exaltation in glory ; he may, in kind- y \
ness,.subject you to losses. of property, of repiitation,  health, of friends.

V ,. . » He may thus detach _5>y..eur a�&#39;ection_s from an unsatisfying world, and
promotein you that syiritual-utindeéhtess, zuhiclt is life and peace.
these-light a_.y�p�lictieuy3, which endure but� for a moment, he p work out

/afar. you  yore r .1,   a3z�d,&#39;eternal weight of glory. For whom
the_Lo,rd*l.ovet, ".f�»,chaatejne  and ._s-courgeth every son whom he re-

_ There is another vie of  subject, which leadsiittiiliiithe same con-i
elusion. Your ware, indeed,� on account of your sins;
but they bear� no proper ion to the guilt of tlihse sins. He hath riot dealt

ortherefoiie, corrective, and not penal; sent for your profit, not for
.   ,e.strufu.tion. �They are manifestations of that love which Will save
   of that Wra.;ii1  which will consume you. You have judgment,

 not without mercy ; your cup is bittergindeed, but not with-_
   ii on; he afliicts you, but he does not forsake you; he sustains

 your  your trials. .Many are the a�lictions of the righteous,
l    delivereth him out of them all. on may, therefore, view

 as Paul did, as pouringforth the love of God into your heart ;
. y Jthavtris, furnishing, clear and satisf&#39;a.c,tory proof of&#39;His love to you. t

with you;  your .s-z&#39;u1is,*f7;, nor rewarded you after your iniquittee.  �
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This conviction, fo11nded;.asA&#39;it is on Scriptural evidence, is calculated
to exert a transforming in�uence on the heartland life. It will warm the

it celde-s%tibosom�with_ love ,to God; for love him, because he �rst loved
a zlsf - This, love in the heart will be a motive to.�&#39;cheeafu1iobedience:
for  ietlte love qf God, that we keep his commandments. It wil1sup-
press every rebellious feeling, silence every impatient murmur under

s the trials of life, and sustain and comfort you in thevalley the shadow qf

V have 11 other meaning. A�lictions� do not answer the purpo.

death; and �nally raise you to that World, Where, there shall beno more
death,  sorrow, nor crying, neither shall theregbe  more pain.

MARKS}.

 In �the light of this subject, we see the reason, whyso many in«
-stances of affliction: fail to produce apyegood and lasting effect. They

&#39;, are not viewed in a proper light, nor riechived� Withpa right spirit.� By
&#39;.,§riiultitudes the agency of God ispnot ackn�6Wledge_d in them. ,,,,fI�hey are
wtraced�back to the operation of natural causes, or of human agency, and
�no further; no Diyine hand fgseen controlling these subordinate agen-
ii cies. You might as soon expect the child to be bene�tted by correction, «
when its vievvs extend no further than the T rodflvvithh which that cor-
rection �is given, as that tp/osei can be ben.e�tted_, by afflictions, vvho do
not acknowledge-Iain thleriif� the hand of God?�/&#39; ,BS~uchi men, as it regards
tlieiriiaf�ihtions, are ATHEISTS, V  _
� are determined to persevere iniifanisgression, have no correct views of
sin. In tgheiri otvn opinion, their guilt is toosmall to deserve any severe
reprehensioni. In the hour of distress their spirits ~ are disquieted, and
break forth in impatient exclamations, whiph, like the groans and cries
of irrationaltthgmimals, are stronrgigindications " pain� and suffering, but

mirror, re�ectingion thetirgview their own guilt. Such lieartesx.
V tendency of afflictions �to do good. As the hand of �Godiisi  ,

i�hout God in  world.� Those who i

iiiiihowledged in the&#39;m, they are considered, as coming without desig.n;,ieith&#39;7ef� if
p good oribad; and especially Without any design to lead them to
Nor is there, in such men, thesljightest desire  their sufferings should
issue in reformation. The spirit of prayer is efiiwalien from all the 1m,
p%ite,ht. eThey may use the name of God, indeed ; butviteis only� asa
mere exclamation, savouringmoreof profaneness than of p�i&#39;aycr.i&#39;J_ ilf they
direct their desires for relie�to God,it is not with the purpose of spend-
ing future life in hisservice, but of returning to their �sinful
Let all such hear tlieripvarpning v*oipcé��of God :-�-4-He that, beiiig gftenfie.



,proced,hardenethl his neck, shall sudtdenly� be destroyed, and that t without
remedy. [Which leads me. to. remark,  t . - &#39; i A r  .
 2. This subject furnishes solemn reproof� and warning to such"as�li"  er

experienced agljiction, and yet have not repented.   Have youaynotiifounci
that the cup is bitter? This bitterness is the genuine extract of your
own sins,�prep-ared andgiven, that by this � f&#39;o-retaste you might� be ad?
�rnonished and repent; With... the aadmonitionrccame this timely and ,;,aii&#39;cc~ 1
tionate war�nings*;  ye repent, ye  likewise  Those"
~» who �perish,  at" single cup ofa_b1tter�ness,-�-�-�_l)ut  horrible
terhpe.s-t-i��aj:;divine, unmingled wrath. Is it no encouragement,
that, instead&#39;ofi. being doomed to destruction, you have �been. sparedband-
preserved�?��g§é}ireserVed, too, that you imight  space for
Surely, this kindness is encouraging. � In�istead of destruction, God has
sent you .,ai�ictions; light, when compared with your guilt ;e&#39;i=ii§short,
when cio1npare&#39;d� with eternity. Doyfou still wait� for inviteition? God
the Father, whoeaf�ilicts you, and vtfho a�licted his beloved Son foryour
sahe, yinligwiteis Jesus Christ, who died for sinners, invites you;

7  Cornforter, says, Come; and this would be the language, could;Spirit, it 2 T:
you ,l1eaii� their voice, of the spirits of  men made perfect,� as well
as of�the&#39;whol,e Churchon earth. How deeply interestingis your situa-
tion ! The nextpa�lictipn may decide your eternal destiny. Hearken then
to the voice of God A.;, Tarn ye atimy reproqf: behold, I will pour out

Spirit unto you,-e °I  make known my words unto you.  the F
San, lest he be angry,£arii1iye perishfrom the way, when his

+54
�kindleid .but a little. Blessed    that  in; � °

Lastly.; This subjebtpgg�ordsinstruction andpeculiai�
to Christians.&#39;ii�iYo_u,,must�iiiot eicpect to escape the chastisesriiénts ofyour
Father; he willpgivie you this proof of your adoption into his family.
During your successive trials, you "may discover the lhiient evils of
y it �Jeart, the Weakness of your religious principles and affections, the

of?� your character. Theseldiscoveries, might not bevmade
erityl; and yet they are important to your progress in.�the

� _   1f&#39;e.*&#39;§ They teach you to be more watchful, mote humble, more
* ehr est in pr ayer for diaine aid ; they render more precious to your heart

pp    od, which cleans-eth from all sin. Then bear
  ass, exi�ure every suffering, with �lial resignation. It is your Fa-

vtiho.  Cherish the spirit-, and you may then use the langiialge
hi� the Savioiigz The cap which my Father hath given me, shall I not

..hos�e who Wear thewhite rohésain Heaven, came out qfgq-eat tribuza,
non. Faint not, when you are 2*ebuhe%l of your Father; these are the re...

MATTHEWS�, SERMON.   its
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bukes Qfggn�nite wisdom and kindrxeas, ixitfended to invigorate the pulse of

$4:  devout atH&#39;e,ction in the heart. _Wherefore5  up the hands which hang
A 1 �Mal/;,t. Adore} the Wisdom, which has so arranged the events of life,

if} all shallwworhbtogetherfor good to them that love� Clad,� N either
tribulatir;n%f .7l0g:dl.S!T6S8,. mar pereeeuriion, ehall be able sg�arate usfrom
thewloue   which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Nay, in all these

  are more than conquerors, tluiough him that loved us, anol
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